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Did You Know ... “Intense nationwide demand for youth firearms education 
and safety training is why the NRA works with groups like the Boy Scouts of 
America, American Legion, 4-H and FFA to develop shooting programs that 
reach more than one million young people annually.” 


To join call 1.877.NRA.2000 
or visit WWW.nra.org Woe ms re 7 Yu 


Wayne LaPierre, NRA Executive Vice President 
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the Publisher 


Can anybody beat Alabama? That seems to be the biggest question as we 
embark on the 2013 college football season. Bama has won three of the last four 
titles and tries to become the first team ever in the poll era to win three in a row. 

Dennis Dodd takes an in-depth look at the Crimson Tide Dynasty begin- 
ning on page 16. Lindy’s picks, beginning on page 6, will tell you that we like the 
Tide’s chances of a three-peat. 

Which are the up and coming programs that could challenge Bama in the 
future, if not this year? Dodd takes a peak into Jim Mora’s quick turnaround at 
UCLA and other rising programs beginning on page 22. 

Lindy’sis sad to report we did not publish an ACC or Pac-12 issue after 26 
years of doing so. It was a tough call, but a necessary one as the economics no 
longer made sense. 

Lindy’s still believes strongly in print and will publish over 20 issues this year, 
including our team previews and specials. The ACC and Pac-12 fans can get 
outstanding overviews of their conference and teams in Lindy’s national college 
preview, which will hit the newsstand in late May and early June. 

Have a great season! Your comments are always appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


eae, Pais p 


Lindy Davis 


D.M.D. Publications, Inc. 
2100 Centennial Drive, Suite 100 
Birmingham AL 35216 
P: 205-871-1182 + F: 205-871-1184 
E-mail: lindy@lindyssports.com 
www.lindyssports.com 


© 2013 D.M.D. Publications, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A. 
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Gotta have the players, gotta have the coaching, 
gotta have the schedule. Yeah, Alabama's got all of 
that. 


In the past five years, it seems as though 
Nick Saban has been drafting players, rather than 
recruiting them. The guy has been stocking his 
roster with, well, pretty much whoever he wants. 
And the schedule looks as if the Sabanator himself went to the league office 
and demanded an SEC-lite to go. There’s no Georgia, no Florida, no South 
Carolina in the regular season. Like last season, that schedule certainly 
helps. 


Not that we doubt the Tide’s ability to handle something tougher, but 
the easy cross-over conference schedule basically shortens Bama’s regular 
season to a small handful of games, notably vs. Virginia Tech in Atlanta in 
the opener, at Texas A&M on Sept. 14 and vs. LSU on Nov. 9. 
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THE GOOD NEWS: Based on Saban's whims, Alabama can hit the 
“rocket boost" button on offense, freeing up senior quarterback AJ McCar- 
ron, running back T.J. Yeldon, receiver Amari Cooper and plenty of their fast 
friends to run Manziel-like circles around opposing defenses. The talent is 
there to win shootouts ... yet, as always, it remains well-suited for Saban to 
sledgehammer his way to victory. 


THE BAD NEWS: We don't want to downplay the loss of three starting 
offensive linemen and three regulars in the rotation on the defensive line. 
That's significant, although not a fatal blow considering the replacements on 
hand. Winning the national title requires some luck and good bounces along 
the way; has Bama used up its share? 


.: Alabama wins its fourth national title in five seasons, and 
Steven Splebery hires Kevin Spacey to play the coach in the movie. This 
run of success is growing epic, so enjoy the ride. We're going to need a lot 
more popcorn. 
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This time it counts 

There are signs that Ohio State is on a roll. No, real 

signs all over the Wexner football complex, glorifying 
the Bucks’ undefeated season that ended with a regular-season win over 
Michigan. OK, fine. Urban Meyer likes to honor it as a “championship” season, 
but this time it counts, with no bowl ban to muddy up the historical signifi- 
cance. Meyer recruited a top-two class and takes the nation’s longest winning 
streak (12 games) into 2013. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Braxton Miller could win the Heisman. There won't be 
much push back from an unsteady Big Ten. The Buckeyes seemed to come 
up with positive answers in the spring about a developing receiver corps and 
a reloading defensive line. 


THE BAD NEWS: Miller needs to round out his game. Coaches would 
prefer a higher completion percentage and fewer first-read scrambles. Meyer 
also keeps talking about needing more leadership. Departed DE John Simon 
provided a lot of it. Nineteen current players spent part of the spring in 

a leadership class to build some of that. 


OUR CALL: The Bucks will play in a BCS bow! that was denied them last 
season. What Pasadena bow! that will be — Jan. 1 as a Big Ten champion 
or Jan. 6 for the BCS title — depends on Miller and his leadership. 


<3. Stanford 


Comfortable in the high-rent district 

College football has to rub its eyes. Is that Stanford? 

What is the Cardinal still doing here? Stanford has 
mostly defied expectations in the past three seasons, steamrolling to a 
stunning 35 victories and three BCS bowls, and now it has earned its staying 
power and its preseason due. Stanford has its own un-Pac-12-like way of 
doing things, with its power sets and SEC-like defensive front, and it will be 
kicking even harder this season to knock down that door to the title game. 


THE GOOD NEWS: The Cardinal has a new star quarterback, Kevin 
Hogan, who started five games, all against ranked teams, to end last season 
.. and won ‘em all. Stanford has four all-star candidates in the front seven, 
with talented safety Ed Reynolds roaming behind them. 


THE BAD NEWS: Those bread-and-butter plays to the tight end won't 
come as easily, with Zach Ertz and Levine Toilolo off early to the NFL. Stan- 
ford tends to play close games — an amazing 10 last season decided by a TD 
or less. David Shaw's team went 8-2 in such contests, a hard rate to sustain. 


OUR CALL: It’s either Stanford or Oregon for the Pac-12 title. Take your 
pick, The Cardinal won the matchup last season and plays host to this year's 
meeting. And it doesn’t have a new coach. Slight edge to the Card. 


Talent remains, but off-field noise is deafening 
OREGOM| Chip Kelly, finally, inevitably, took flight and it 

remains to be seen if this is a Pete Carroll-esque 
situation, with the coach out-running NCAA sanctions. That's the off-field noise 
for the Ducks, who quickly and correctly took care of matters on the sideline 
by promoting offensive coordinator Mark Helfrich, who will now be charged 
with winning each and every day. If Stanford can make a seamless coaching 
transition from Jim Harbaugh to David Shaw, why not Oregon? 


THE GOOD NEWS: Sophomore Marcus Mariota is fabulous, the best 
combination passer/runner of Oregon's read-option era. The offense is further 
built to thrill with De’Anthony Thomas, Byron Marshall and superstar recruit 
Thomas Tyner in the backfield. Ifo Ekpre-Olomu is the best cornerback in the 
Pac-12. 


THE BAD NEWS: Thomas isn't built to withstand punishment, so it will be 
interesting to see how many more touches he actually gets. Standout LBs 
Kiko Alonso and Michael Clay are gone, and the first-round skills of end Dion 
Jordan will be hard to replace. 

OUR CALL: If the Ducks sidestep the long arm of the NCAA's law, then 
everything is going to be fine, now and for a long time. For 2013, it’s all about 
peaking for the game at Stanford, which some smart folks put on a Thursday 
night, Nov. 7. 
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Aggies just arrived, and they aim to stay 

He won't, will he? Johnny Football, repeat as Heisman 

winner, that is. History would suggest no, but every- 
thing about Aggie football seems to be unprecedented lately. A&M assimilated 
into the SEC, winning 11, finishing in the top five, pulling off the biggest pair of 
upsets of 2012 — winning at Alabama and winning the Heisman. “We just got 
here,” coach Kevin Sumlin said, trying to douse the expectations. No use. Let 
the expectations rage. 
THE GOOD NEWS: Manziel is a force of nature. The most charismatic — 
and controversial — college football player since Tim Tebow will continue to lead 
the Aggies. Depending on his NFL prospects, he may have one year to do it. 
THE BAD NEWS: SEC coordinators have an offseason to figure out Man- 
ziel. Because of that, figure that the quarterback isn't going to lead the team in 
rushing again. Beyond that, lasting success in the SEC is going to depend on 
defense, and Sumlin has to replace the top three leaders in tackles for loss, 
including Damontre Moore. 


OUR CALL: The season rests on a Week 3 game in College Station against 
Alabama. The Tide wants revenge. The Aggies want to prove last season was 
no fluke. The game is so early and both teams so powerful that the loser could 
still play for the national championship. 


Could be Wunderdawgs with Murray back at controls 
Georgia opened up the offense in Aaron Murray's ju- 
nior season, resulting in career highs for touchdowns, 
passing yards and completion percentage. But while the Dawgs rolled most 
of the competition, it was the defense that forced six Florida turnovers in the 
victory that eventually broke the SEC East tie and sent the Bulldogs to Atlanta. 
D-coordinator Todd Grantham must quickly replace several key pieces, with 
no margin for error in the pursuit of an SEC title. 
THE GOOD NEWS: You would get arguments from a couple of notable 
SEC West schools, but this is arguably the best offensive backfield (Aaron 
Murray, Todd Gurley, Keith Marshall) in the league. And it’s paired with five 
returning starters on the offensive line, so what's not to like? 


THE BAD NEWS: Jarvis Jones, Alec Ogletree, Kwame Geathers and five 
other starters from defense need to be replaced, a task that will test some 
more of the talent from March Richt’s loaded 2012 recruiting class. 

OUR CALL: The Bulldogs fell six yards short of an SEC championship 
(and more?) a year ago. They get South Carolina and LSU at home and play 
Florida in Jacksonville, giving them a good chance to return to Atlanta for 
another crack at that title. 


‘7. Clemson 


BCS bowl is next up on the agenda 

Dabo Swinney likes to talk about “breaking through 

walls” when discussing the program. Back-to-back 
10-plus win seasons for the first time in more than 20 years? Check. New 
Years’ Eve bow! win over an elite SEC opponent? Check. BCS bowl win? 
TBD. Some of the key pieces from this streak of success are back for another 
crack at that final goal — ACC Offensive Player of the Year Tajh Boyd, 
offensive coordinator Chad Morris and receiver Sammy Watkins. 
THE GOOD NEWS: Boyd's improvement last season made Clemson's of- 
fense even more difficult to defend. Dedicating himself to get in better shape, 
Boyd was more mobile than ever, running for 514 yards and throwing for 
3,896. More big numbers to come. 
THE BAD NEWS: While there were some noticeable differences under 
defensive coordinator Brent Venables in his first year, the Tigers still have 
plenty of room for improvement. There are depth concerns in the secondary, 
and young talent has to step up all over the D. 
OUR CALL: The Tigers open against Georgia and close with a trip to South 
Carolina. Good thing Clemson doesn't play in the SEC. The Florida State 
game is in Death Valley, which is what really matters as the Tigers eye an 
ACC title and the Orange Bowl. 
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Unforgiving schedule could depress win total 
LSU showed tremendous resiliency a year ago, 
bouncing back from an ugly loss at Florida to win 
back-to-back games against South Carolina and Texas A&M. Unfortunately, 
the Tigers ran out of gas late against Alabama and fell short of claiming a third 
division title under Les Miles. LSU could have its strongest offense since 2007 
(we're putting faith in Zach Mettenberger here), but it comes in a reloading 
year for that speedy Tigers’ D. 
THE GOOD NEWS: New offensive coordinator Cam Cameron inherits 
seven returning starters from a unit that improved throughout the season, 
thanks in part to the emergence of freshman Jeremy Hill. Hill rushed for 
684 yards and 10 TDs in the Tigers’ final seven games, giving fans plenty of 
reason to expect a balanced attack in 2013. 


THE BAD NEWS: Aiter two seasons of riding one of the deepest and most 
dominant defensive units in the country, the Tigers will finally feel the fallout 
from NFL departures in 2013. Not that LSU is without highly touted prospects, 
but there is something to prove and little wiggle room on the schedule. 


OUR CALL: A schedule that includes trips to Georgia and Alabama and 
visits from Florida and Texas A&M aren't ideal for a reloading year, but the 
Tigers will clip a couple of those teams to prove their worth. 


©... South Carolina 


On a roll, as defense leads the way 

South Carolina is in the midst of the most success- 

ful run in program history — back-to-back 11-win 
seasons for the first time ever, back-to-back Top 10 finishes for the first time 
ever, and 31 wins over the past three seasons. Steve Spurrier's success has 
changed the expectations in Columbia, which sets up an interesting set of 
storylines for 2013. 


THE GOOD NEWS: The Ol Ball Coach knows a thing or two about the 
Heisman Trophy, and he has a candidate in All-American defensive end Jade- 
veon Clowney. He'll lead an imposing defensive front, while the offense tries to 
not mess it up with a pair of QBs that can find the win column. 


THE BAD NEWS: Defensive coordinator Lorenzo Ward must find replace- 
ments for six of the Gamecocks’ top eight tacklers. The attention that Clowney 
demands should give opportunities to other players on the field, but South 
Carolina still needs new names to capitalize in those moments. 


OUR CALL: South Carolina's success will depend on the defense reloading 
and Connor Shaw and/or Dylan Thompson keeping the offense rolling without 
Marcus Lattimore and Ace Sanders. Spurrier's recent success with the Game- 
cocks has not been built with a plethora of All-SEC talent, but Clowney cannot 
deliver a title on his own. 


10. Louisville 


Another Strong run at Big East title (and beyond?) 

After notching 11 wins and knocking off Florida in the 

Sugar Bowl, expectations are high. Charlie Strong 
was named Big East Coach of the Year, while sophomore quarterback Teddy 
Bridgewater was selected as the league’s Offensive Player of the Year. With 
plenty of key pieces back, Cardinals’ fans are expecting one more league title 
before joining the ACC in 2014. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Bridgewater returns along with 15 other starters from 
2012. DeVante Parker, Preston Brown, Calvin Pryor and Hakeem Smith are all 
back after earning all-conference honors, while the much-improved defensive 
line could round out what might be the best defense since Strong's arrival. 


THE BAD NEWS: The Cardinals still need to prove they are ready to 
handle success. The jubilation surrounding a school-record 9-0 start came to a 
screeching halt last season after back-to-back losses to Syracuse and UConn. 
Louisville will be in a spotlight all season, moving through the American 
Athletic Conference with a target on its back. 

OUR CALL: It’s all there for the Cardinals’ taking. A BCS game is the mini- 
mum expectation and a run of the table is possible, but the hunch is Louisville 
will stumble somewhere, somehow. 
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Stillwater’s QB depth runs very deep 

It says more than a mouthful about Mike Gundy that 

the Pokes could lose premier offensive coaches like 
Dana Holgorsen and Todd Monken and still be picked to win the Big 12. Such 
is the hard-earned status of Gundy and his program, which should pound the 
scoreboard in 2013 no matter who's under center. 


THE GOOD NEWS: in most programs, a three-man quarterback race re- 
veals weakness at the most important position on the field. Then there’s OSU, 
which has Clint Chelf, Wes Lunt and J.W. Walsh — each of whom proved in 
2012, beyond a doubt, that he can get the job done. If one of them starts wire- 
to-wire, or if they collaborate again, it's a good thing. What a luxury. 


THE BAD NEWS: There really isn’t much of it; the schedule lines up as fa- 

vorably as could be hoped for, with Oklahoma, TCU, Baylor and Kansas State 
all due for visits to Stillwater. But Gundy's defense remains middle-of-the-pack 
in this league, which always invites concern. 


OUR CALL: The Pokes took a step back in the turnover game in 2012. 
Watch that change this season — and be a decisive factor in another post- 
Bedlam celebration. 


12. Florida 


Muschamp madness: Great ‘D’ awaits sufficient ‘0' 
That the Gators navigated to an 11-2 record last 
season with an offense that ranked 103rd nationally 
was a pretty neat trick for defensive-minded head coach Will Muschamp. With 
a four-win improvement from his debut season, now Muschamp needs to 
put the whole package together, scare up a few more points, and take down 
two-time defending champ Georgia in the SEC East. A top-five recruiting class 
will help. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Only two opponents managed more than 20 points 
last season, and similar results are expected thanks to a defensive line led by 
Dominique Easley. Second-year QB Jeff Driskel and second-year coordinator 
Brent Pease should have the offense making second-year strides. The special 
teams are the best in the SEC. 


THE BAD NEWS: This is Florida. And since Florida recruits Florida, the 
lack of playmakers and depth at receiver is puzzling, and TE Jordan Reed is 
no longer around to help out. Overall, the special teams unit is the SEC’s best, 
but successfully replacing kicker Caleb Sturgis is a worry. 


OUR CALL: Two big SEC games (LSU, South Carolina) are on the road, 
and the Gators have lost two in a row to Georgia in Jacksonville. The non-con 
schedule features Miami and Florida State. Just not enough margin of error for 
a top 10 pick. 


13. Florida State 


Counting on a RS-freshman to lead them 

Years of Signing Day success finally paid off for 

Jimbo Fisher in 2012, leading the Seminoles to their 
first ACC title since 2005 and first BCS bowl win since claiming the national 
championship in 1999. Now, the theme switches to reloading as Florida State 
looks to replace seven starters on a Top 5 defense, as well as quarterback EJ 
Manuel. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Florida State is loaded at the skill positions on offense, 
with ACC title game MVP James Wilder Jr. leading a three-man running back 
rotation, and five of the top six wide receivers returning. Redshirt freshman 
QB Jameis Winston, the No. 1 dual-threat QB in the Class of 2012, should 
have the tools he needs to get settled during a cushy September schedule. 


THE BAD NEWS: All reports from Tallahassee suggest that Florida State's 
six new assistant coaches have brought a new “SEC-style” toughness to 
practices. But there is still no proof that the new attitude will lead to SEC-style 
winning, particularly with those holes on defense and a raw QB. 

OUR CALL: There is plenty — perhaps too much — on Winston's shoulders. 
While enough talent remains for Florida State to win the ACC and return to the 
Orange Bowl, Clemson's QB edge knocks the ‘Noles to second in the league. 
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14. Notre Dame 


Areturn to terra firma 

It seems as if it's Everett Golson or bust. Notre 

Dame's quarterback improved enough to lead the Irish 
to a BCS title-game berth. He improved enough to drive off Gunner Kiel. Now 
what do to Irish do to follow up their best season in a quarter century? ND 
made that championship run while Golson found himself. Now the question is 
if there is a higher ceiling for the redshirt sophomore. There needs to be. 


THE GOOD NEWS: The Irish won't depart from the team approach that 
made them hard to figure last season. Actually, they don’t have a choice. They 
will run the ball and play defense, which will again be stout with eight returning 
starters and plenty of strength on the line. 


THE BAD NEWS: unlike last season, the Irish won't surprise anyone and 
it's doubtful they will benefit from so many fortunate bounces. Six of Notre 
Dame's 12 wins were by nine points or less. Someone — or many — must 
replace Manti Teo’s 103 total tackles. 


OUR CALL: The Irish were sent back to earth (with a hard landing) in the 
BCS Championship Game. And there they stay. Everyone will want payback. 
Until further notice, there are a lack of playmakers. Brian Kelly may regret not 
cashing in his NFL chance after 2012. Call it 9-3. 


15. Oklahoma 


Sooners are stout, just not a Juggernaut 

Bob Stoops is trucking along with double-digit wins 

— six times in the past seven seasons — but it's fair 
to question his, and his program's “elite-ness.” We're looking at one BCS win 
in 10 years for Stoops, and that came against no-chance 2010 Connecticut. 
Anything less than the Big 12 title remains a major letdown in Norman, as it 
should. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Stoops was dissatisfied enough with a 10-3 result 

in 2012 that he rejiggered his staff, bringing in new coaches for both the 
offensive and defensive lines. This is a very good sign — Stoops is motivated. 
He bristles at any suggestion that his program has been disappointing, but the 
staff changes speak loudly. 


THE BAD NEWS: ‘The Belidozer’ is a fun nickname and all, but can Blake 
Bell throw the ball? No chance he can replace Landry Jones’ passing yardage, 
but is he more than a fad? The Sooners have their first QB battle in a long 
while, and there may not be a championship-level option. 

OUR CALL: This is still Oklahoma — too big to fail against any of the 
lightweights in the league. But Sooners fans can forget about taking a crack at 
the final national title of the BCS era. 


Dual-threat Gardner holds the key to next step 

If there's a single enduring image of Michigan's 

2012 season, it’s running back Vincent Smith being 
highlight-reeled by South Carolina's Jadeveon Clowney in the Outback Bow! 
—a fitting ending to a long, hard journey that began with a brutal beatdown by 
Alabama and included five losses in all. Are the Wolverines tough enough to 
take control of the Big Ten Legends Division? Is Brady Hoke good enough to 
stand a chance vs. Urban Meyer this year and beyond? 
THE GOOD NEWS: Q8 Devin Gardner is more of a dual threat than 
Denard Robinson ever was. For one thing, he actually can throw the ball. 
He'll run a lot more than he did last season, too. That plop you just heard was 
coordinator Al Borges putting even more on the plate of a very hungry player. 
THE BAD NEWS: For the second offseason in a row, Hoke isn’t sure he 
has what he needs on the defensive line. Mobile quarterbacks Braxton Miller 
(Ohio State), Taylor Martinez (Nebraska) and Everett Golson (Notre Dame) 
will have their way if the Wolverines can't get into the offensive backfield. 
OUR CALL: Michigan State and Nebraska have had their shots in Indy in 
December. It's Michigan's turn, darn it! Um, yes, that means two losses to 
Ohio State is distinctly possible. 
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NATIONAL PICKS 


Staying out West made every which way of sense 

Boise State's decision to stiff-arm the Big East set up 

an intriguing 2013 in the expanded Mountain West. 
Last season, Chris Petersen turned what many predicted would be a “rebuild- 
ing year’ into 11 wins and a Top 25 finish, further padding his 84-8 career 
record at Boise State. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Petersen is still on the sideline, so the Broncos are 
capable of anything. Quarterback Joe Southwick was inconsistent early on 
but finished the season with nine touchdowns and no interceptions in Boise 
State's final four games, all wins. 


THE BAD NEWS: The Broncos need to find replacements for six starters 
on a defense that ranked in the Top 10 nationally in scoring, giving up just 15.8 
points per game. Boise State also needs sophomore Jay Ajayi to step up and 
continue the team’s four-year run of 1,000-yard running backs. 


OUR CALL: Being a “BCS buster’ will require a win at Washington on open- 
ing weekend, but this might not be Boise State's year to crash the party. The 
Broncos' key games in 2013 will be at Fresno State in September and at Utah 
State in October. Boise State will be bowling again, but another MW title will 


take some work. 
18. Texas 


Are they back? All the way back? 

Might as well go ahead and admit it. Texas is 

rebuilding, not reloading. There is a new outlook, 
a new offense, While the Horns have progressed from the 5-7 bottoming out 
in 2010 there are several questions surrounding Year 3 of this comeback. 
Namely, how does a team with 19 returning starters end up with so many of 
those questions? The transition to a no-huddle spread offense is somewhat 
radical, and coordinator Manny Diaz has to revamp a defense that was the 
worst in school history. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Mack Brown has a quarterback. Junior David Ash is 
the guy after much shuffling the past two seasons, perhaps finally gaining the 
full confidence of the coaching staff. Veteran receivers Mike Davis and Jaxon 
Shipley will help the transition to the no-huddle. 


THE BAD NEWS: RBs Joe Bergeron, Johnathan Gray and Malcolm Brown 
were recruited for a run-based, physical offense. By definition, the no-huddle 
spread means less carries for those guys. The keyword now is “touches.” How 
does Brown keep them all happy? 


OUR CALL: We'll know which way the Homs are trending by the end of 
October. Pay particular attention to Oklahoma and TCU in back-to-back games. 
Texas is still talented, but it's hard to trust that the Homs are fully back. 


Believe It: Briles’ Bears are Big 12 title tough 
There better not be anyone left out there who believes 
Baylor's rise from the depths was all about Robert 
Griffin III. By the time the Bears were blowing out UCLA in the 2012 Holiday 
Bowl, they clearly were a more complete team than the one that surrounded 
RG3 during his Heisman campaign. After starting last season 2-5, the Bears 
finished with eight wins, the nation’s No. 2-ranked offense and — yes — 
a defense that had come on strong. 


THE GOOD NEWS: The overall talent level is the best it has been at 
Baylor in decades. It was tough to lose RG3, but Nick Florence came on as 

a fifth-year senior and played beautifully. Now it's Bryce Petty's turn, and the 
6-3, 235-pound junior draws raves from coach Art Briles and coordinator Philip 
Montgomery, from Florence as well as current teammates — from everybody. 
Did we mention the Bears should have the Big 12's best run game? Yep, it's 
true. 

THE BAD NEWS: Tevin Reese is a productive — occasionally electric 

— wideout with sprinter’s speed, but he isn't quite the matchup nightmare 
Terrance Williams was for Florence or the born-to-be-No. 1 guy Kendall Wright 
was for RG3. 

OUR CALL: From Briles on down, the Bears are thinking Big 12 title. It's 

a lot to wrap our brains around, but we wouldn't put it past them. 
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A little offense will take Sparty a long way 

The Spartans failed to leap through the window of 

opportunity last season, when they had 17 starters 
returning from an 11-win team ... sadly, not one of those returning starters 
was a quarterback. Sometimes, that’s a big deal, sometimes it’s not. It was for 
MSU, which couldn't complement the running of Le’Veon Bell with a compe- 
tent passing attack, when just a few points here and there would have greatly 
improved a 7-6 record. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Michigan State finished fourth nationally in total 
defense and ninth in scoring defense, and a couple of cornerstones return 
in linebacker Max Bullough and cornerback Darqueze Dennard. QB Andrew 
Maxwell is improved, and backup Connor Cook is providing a push. Bottom 
line: MSU will be better at that spot. 


THE BAD NEWS: Bell, DE William Gholston and TE Dion Sims left early for 
the NFL, which prevents the Spartans from being a Top 25 lock. The offensive 
line unraveled because of injuries last season and will have much to prove 

this fall. 


OUR CALL: Five of the six losses last season were by a combined 14 
points, so just a little improvement on offense — especially at QB — will go 
a long way. A still-wicked defense will take care of the rest in a bounce-back 
season. 


21. Nebraska 


Pelini's problem: Too much losing in Lincoln 

There is but one L in Pelini, of course, but perhaps 

there should be four; that's how many games the 
Huskers have lost in each of Coach Bo's five seasons in Lincoln. Even in 
2012, when Nebraska was clutch with six straight wins in October and No- 
vember, all the good was undone by a humiliating 70-31 loss to Wisconsin in 
the Big Ten title game and a predictable defeat vs. Georgia in the Citrus Bowl. 
Real progress in 2013? Sure. Maybe. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Taylor Martinez catches a lot of grief for his awkward- 
looking throwing style, but his steady improvement as a passer is undeniable; 
he'll have his best group of receivers to work with, too. The running game will 
be explosive, with Ameer Abdullah getting most of the work. 


THE BAD NEWS: All the disappointment on defense in recent seasons 

indicts Pelini: ls he a D whiz or not? That side of the ball must be rebuilt — 
again — continuing to assign a certain irrelevance to the term “Blackshirts” 
and putting Pelini on a pretty hot seat. 


OUR CALL: With so much offense, the Huskers can't do worse than four 
losses. Well, shouldn't. They're the defending Legends Division champs, 
which counts for something. 


Frogs are ferocious, but schedule is scary 

There's a healthy preseason buzz about TCU, which 

might be a little odd considering TCU was 7-6 in 
2012, but there’s no denying Gary Patterson's exquisite track record in Fort 
Worth. There are many reasons to forecast dramatic improvement, including 
the fact much of the rest of the league is breaking in inexperienced/unproven 
quarterbacks. That's not TCU’s problem. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Defense matters even in this wide-open league, and 
TCU's should be dynamite. Comerback Jason Verrett and safety Sam Carter 
are the lynchpins in the Big 12's best secondary, and the front seven should 
bring a lot of push. If the offense does its part, sure, this could be one of the 
most improved teams in the country. 


THE BAD NEWS: Just ask Trevone Boykin. He was pretty heroic at quar- 
terback as a freshman, but he'll be kicked to the curb if Casey Pachall has his 
act together after several months spent in substance-abuse rehab. The only 
point here is that the QB situation might be delicate. 

OUR CALL: The schedule, starting with a matchup vs. LSU on Aug. 31 in 
Arlington, Texas, is absurdly difficult. That should prevent a dangerous team 
from realizing its full potential. 
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Another Pac-12 South title would make it a real trend 

The Bruins have won the Pac-12 South two consecu- 

tive years (the first thanks to USC’s NCAA sanctions) 
and this team is even better. The disappointing end to last season still lingers 
— UCLA was simply out-classed twice by Stanford, including in the league 
championship game, and then got run out of the Holiday Bow! by a hot Baylor 
team — but it's time for the Bruins to turn that into motivational fuel under 
second-year coach Jim Mora. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Sophomore Brett Hundley is the new QB King of Los 
Angeles, accounting for 292.5 total yards per game last season. Outside 
linebacker Anthony Barr is rangy and ridiculously athletic, a difference-maker 
for a defense that still has room to improve. 


THE BAD NEWS: The Bruins need to develop a big-time threat at receiver 
and identify one, two or three guys who can fill the production of departed 
running back Johnathan Franklin. UCLA lost both starting comers, and starting 
safety Tevin McDonald was booted in the offseason, 


OUR CALL: It looks like you have to spot UCLA three losses — at 
Nebraska, at Oregon and at Stanford. We're bullish on the rest of the games, 
though, including the regular-season finale at USC. 


24. Miami 


Maybe 10th time is a charm for ‘Canes in ACC 

Al Golden's success on the recruiting trail began to 

pay off in 2012 as a young Hurricanes team managed 
to win a share of the division title. ACC Rookie of the Year Duke Johnson 
helped jump-start the offense with a conference-best 2,060 all-purpose yards, 
while Stephen Morris owned the full-time starter’s role — tossing 21 touch- 
downs with only seven interceptions. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Despite a coordinator change, Miami's offense should 
continue to hum behind Morris and Johnson. The Hurricanes also have one 
of the nation’s most experienced teams, which is one of the reasons why they 
are the team to beat in the Coastal Division. 


THE BAD NEWS: Miami's offense was called on too many times in 2012 
because of a defense that ranked No. 107 nationally and gave up 6.3 yards 
per play. There is plenty of experience on the roster; they just need to show 
improvement from a year ago. 


OUR CALL: Hard to believe this is the Canes’ 10th year in the ACC, and 
they haven't yet won a conference title or played in the league championship 
game. They'll get the second part done this season. 


25. usc 


Another six-loss season just won't cut it 

Here's the turning-point season for coach Lane Kiffin. 

If the rebound from last season's 7-6 pratfall isn't high 
enough, he'll be gone. If it is, then that likely means the restructuring of his 
coaching staff worked; he correctly identified the next franchise quarterback; 
he put UCLA back in its place ... and he can carry on past the still-lingering 
scholarship reductions. Hmmm. Yeah, finishing 25th in the country probably 
won't cut it. 


THE GOOD NEWS: New defensive coordinator Clancy Pendergast 
modernized the defense in the spring with hybrid sets better suited to handle 
the myriad of Pac-12 spreads, a scheme that befuddled Monte Kiffin before 
his resignation. WR Margise Lee and RB Silas Redd ease the transition to 

a new quarterback. 


THE BAD NEWS: The quarterback battle continues in the fall, and there 
will be a shortage of experience either way. The secondary lost three starters 
and is shaky behind a very good front seven, but Dion Bailey could slide from 
linebacker to help at safety. 

OUR CALL: The schedule is kind and there's a good chance USC could be 
4-0 heading into a late September game at Arizona State. The Trojans don't 
have to be great to get to eight wins and, with their raw talent, the potential is 
always there for more. 
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No. Team Conf. Conf. Rank 


26, Wisconsin BigTen 5 — Three straight Rose Bowls is impressive, even without a W in any. 76. Boston College ACC 10 First step for new coach Steve Addazio: Just getting back to 500. 

27, Northemlinis MAC 1 — With QB Jordan Lynch, certainly good enough to post 12-2 mark again. 77. Rice C-USA 3 Veteran squad back from the group that won final five games of 2012. 
28, Northwestern  BigTen 6 Bigger year possible, but Cats often sag when expectations highest. 78. Louisiana Sun Belt 3 OB Terrance Broadway leads the charge back to a bowl. 

29. Ole Miss SEC 7 Rebs have potent attack and will unleash superb recruiting class, 79. Virginia ACC 11 Cavs will take a three-man QB battle into fall camp. 

30, Washington Pac-12 5 — Toomuch offensive talent to not be a threat in the Pac-12. 80. Toledo MAC 4 Nice combo with QB Terrance Owens, RB David Fivelien. 

31. Oregon State Pac-12 6 Mike Riley can win (and be Top 25 worthy) with either of two QBs. 81. Syracuse ACC 12 Who will replace QB Ryan Nassib? Check back in the fall. 

32. Vanderbilt SEC 8 Trying to match first nine-win season since 1915. 82. Duke ACC 13 Good: First bow! in 18 years, Bad: Still lost last five games of season. 
33. Fresno State MW 2 QB Derek Carr back to lead high-scoring Dogs after 9-win season. 83. Purdue BigTen 11 New coach Darrell Hazell worked magic in two years at Kent State. 
34. Georgia Tech ACC 4 Young 0B, including Vad Lee, look to ignite Paul Johnson's attack. 84. Wake Forest ACC 14 Deacs have nice pass-catch combo in Tanner Price-Michae! Campanaro, 
36. Rutgers AAC 2 The stingy defense of 2012 has to reload in last season before Big Ten. 85. Wyoming MW 8 QB Brett Smith back to build on team's disappointing 4-8 mark. 

36. Kansas State  Big12 6 — How much do you believe in Bill Snyder's ability to reload? 86. Air Force MW 7 Suffered rare sweep in Commander-in-Chief's Trophy in 2012, 

37. Arizona State Pac-12 7 — Todd Graham restored program disclipline in his first season, 87. Ilinois BigTen 12  OQBNathan Scheelhaase is still at ilinois? He, Illini need bounce-back. 
38. VirginiaTech ACC 5 Feels weird to have Hokies this low; shock the world vs. Bama? 88. Kentucky SEC 14 Mark Stoops has UK fired up for football; that’s a start. 

39. BYU Ind 2 Cougars going no-huddle; tough sked could cap win total at eight. 89. Colorado Statz = MW 9 Offense will click better in coach Jim McElwain's second season. 

40. Cincinnati AAC 3 Leftbehind in old Big East, Bearcats can eventually rule the league. 90. Middle Tennessee C-USA 4 Veteran QB Logan Kilgore helps Raiders compete in new league. 
41, North Carolina ACC 6 After 1-year ban, Heels will be back in bowl, contend in Coastal. 91. Westem Kentucky Sun Bett 4 RB Antonio Andrews adds excitement in Topper’s last year in Sun Belt. 
42. San Jose State MW 3 Spartans can make splash in new league with QB David Fales. 92. Marshall C-USA 5 Galloping Herd ran more than 90 plays per game last season, 

43, UCF AAC 4 Potent passing game makes Knights dangerous in new conference. 93. Colorado Pac-12 12 Theretum of WR Paul Richardson from injury is rare good news, 

44, lowa State Big12 7 Nice stable of backs will enjoy the new Pistol offense in the playbook. 94, Kansas Bigi2 10 Charlie Weis casts his hope with BYU transfer QB Jake Heaps. 

45, Utah State MW 4 Aggies ride seven-game win streak into 2013; open at Utah. 95. South Florida AAC 8 — Coach Willie Taggart will improve team that went 3-9 last season. 
46. Mississippi State SEC 9 Without major upset, getting to eight wins again looks like the ceiling, 96. New Mexico NW 10 — Second-year coach Bob Davie trying to win with the Pistol offense. 
47. Maryland ACC 7 _ Terps have to be better because 0B luck can’t be any worse than ‘12. 97. Troy Sun Belt 5 Corey Robinson, Deon Anthony a dynamic QB duo in Sun Belt. 

48, Penn State BigTen 7 Nittany Lions will begin to feel NCAA-mandated scholarship reduction. 98. UTEP C-USA 6 Sean Kugler, with NFL experience, takes the reins from Mike Price, 
49, Ball State MAC 2 Key skill players return from team that went 9-4 last season. 99, Amy Ind 4 Rich Ellerson just 17-32 in 4 years, but Army needs to stick with him. 
50, EastCarolina C-USA 1 18 starters retum for a team that went 7-1 in Conference USA in 2012. 100. UAB C-USA 7 QB Austin Brown was on C-USA All-Freshman team last season. 
51. Texas Tech Bigi2 8 _Kliff Kingsbury goes from coaching Johnny Manziel to leading Tech. 101. Southem Miss C-USA 8 — Ex-(kie State OC Todd Monken to the rescue after 0-12 season. 

§2." Arkansas SEC 10 Hogs hired the right guy, but Petrino-era winning will take time. 102. Buffalo MAC —-5_Offense needs to ramp up to improve on four-win record. 

53. Arizona Pac-12 8 — RichRod will go deep into camp looking for post-Matt Scott OB. 103. Louisiana Tech C-USA 9 — Powered down: Only six starters return for new coach Skip Holtz. 

54. Tennessee SEC 11 Better-coached, but earning a bow! bid will be a challenge, 104. Wester Michigan MAC 6 — Cutdown on those 21 INTs, and the Broncos are moving up. 

55. West Virginia Big12 9 No Smith, no Austin, no Bailey (no defense?) ... no big expectations. 105. Bowling Green MAC 7 Falcons will have to get it done with a tough defense, 

56. Cal Pac-12 9 — Sonny Dykes’ twist on passing spread offense: Call it the ‘Bear Raid,’ 106, UNLV MW 11 JC transfers added to veteran squad may not save Bobby Hauck. 

57. Tulsa C-USA 2 Strong backfield will propel defending league champs again. 107. Kent State MAC 8 __Hastwoof MAC's best: RB Dri Archer, DT Roosevelt Nix. 

58, Pitt ACC 8 Panthers step up in conference class; is QB Tom Savage the answer? 108. Memphis AAC 9 — Coach Justin Fuente started to see results late last season. 

59. San Diego State MW 5 Adam Muema ran for 1,458 yards and 16 TDs last season. 109. Temple AAC 10 Will still be tough sledding for offense that struggled to crack 20. 

60. Houston AAC 5 — QB David Piland, RB Charles Sims lead Cougars into the American. 110. Hawaii MW 12__ Don’t usually say this about Hawaii: The offense needs fixing. 

61. Missouri SEC 12 — Notready for SEC's prime time but offense will make strides. 111, North Texas C-USA 10 No bow! since 2004; won't be easier to do in new C-USA digs. 

62. UConn AAC 6 It's been a pair of 5-7 seasons for coach Paul Pasqualoni, 112. FAU C-USA 11 Carl Pelini went 3-9 in his first season as a head coach. 


63. Indiana BigTen 8 Development and schedule sets up for second bowl in two decades. 
64. NC State ACC 9 Dave Doeren won big at NIU, brings up-tempo attack to Raleigh, 


65. Aubum SEC 13 Gus Malzahn retums ‘home’ as head coach to revive Tigers’ offense, 
66. lowa ig Ten 9 — Offense collapsed during 4-8 season; starting QB TBD, 


67. Washington State_Pac-12__10_The Pirate salvaged something with win in Apple Cup; long way to go, 


68. Navy Ind 3 Mids looking for 10th bowl appearance in the past 11 seasons, 
69. Utah Pac-12 11 Utes only 7-11 in conference games in two seasons in the Pac-12. 
70. Minnesota BigTen 10 — Gophers managed a bow! bid last season with a 2-6 league mark. 


71. Ohio MAC____3 Very good duo in OB Tyler Tettleton, RB Beau Blankenship. 
72, Louisiana-Monroe Sun Belt 1  Fourth-year starter Kolton Browning is the Sun Belt's top QB, 


73, SMU AAC 7 _ Has won 30 games in past four years; will miss RB Zach Line. 
74, Arkansas State Sun Belt 2 — Aiming for third straight bowl, but QB Ryan Aplin is gone, 
75. Nevada MW 6 Pack carries on without retired Chris Ault; 0B a good one. 
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113. UMass MAC 9 First year in FBS resulted in a 1-11 record (beating Akron). 
114, Miami (Ohio) MAC 10 Run game no better than 101st nationally in each of past 5 years. 


115. Akron MAC Tough rebuilding job for Terry Bowden. It's only Year 2. 

116, Tulane C-USA 12 Debut of OB Nick Montana, plus easier sked, will improve record. 
117. Central Michigan MAC 12 Even with No, 1 draft pick Eric Fisher, Chips won just three games. 
118. Idaho Ind 5 Paul Petrino takes over in advance of 2014 move to Sun Belt. 

119. AU C-USA 13  Newcoach Ron Tumer installs pro-style/West Coast offense. 

120. UTSA C-USA 14 Challenging first month; Okie State, Arizona, Houston. 

121. Texas State Sun Belt 6 Dennis Franchione's team jumps to new league after 2-4 mark in WAC. 


122, South Alabama __SunBelt_ 7 Not enough offense to be upwardly mobile in the Sun Belt. 


123, Eastem Michigan MAC 13 _ Shaping up to be last go-round for coach Ron English, 
124. New Mexico State Ind 6 Doug Martin now in charge after DeWayne Walker went 10-40, 


125. Georgia State Sun Belt 8 — Wononly once last season against mostly FCS competition. 
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BREAKING SPORTS NEWS 

NFL, COLLEGE FOOTBALL, MLB, NBA 
GAME PREVIEWS ee 

FANTASY UPDATES a 


RSS fete 


ry 


me s bene, eo 


IN ADDITION TO LINDY’S POWERHOUSE OF ANNUALS, WE 
CAN NOW OFFER ADVERTISERS ADDITIONAL EXPOSURE ON 
OUR NEW AND IMPROVED WEBSITE. SCAN THE BARCODE. 
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ALABAMA PLAYERS COLLECTING FISTFULS OF BLING 


SOL 


T= walked into in the SID's office 
one-by-one during the offseason, 
three Alabama champions — 
linebacker C.J. Mosley, offensive tackle Cyrus 
Kouandjio and quarterback AJ McCarron. The 
subject of bling came up, as in exactly how 
many rings had these champions collected? 

“Five rings now,” Kouandjio said matter- 
of-factly. 

“Tm on the ring committee,” Mosley said 
proudly. “I helped (design) the rings.” 

Then the subject fell to McCarron. If Bama 
succeeds like this magazine and several 
preseason polls predict, the Tide will win its 
third consecutive national championship and 


fourth in five years. All five years, it should be 


noted, with McCarron on the roster. The fact 
hasn't escaped the quarterback that his career 
could have the ultimate bookends — winning 
national championships in the Rose Bowl. 

“That would be my first year and I didn’t 
get to play,” McCarron said, recalling his 
redshirt championship year in 2009. “So 
getting back would definitely be something 
special.” 

So special that if Bama wins again, its 
quarterback would have more championship 
rings, 11, than fingers to wear them. 

Never mind that the program liberally 
awards jewelry for SEC titles, BCS bowls 
and national championships, the Tide have 
earned their rings. 

So much so that the three players who 
passed through the SID’s office that day 
already owned a staggering 18 rings. 

“When I get inside the white lines,” 
McCarron said, “I'll be the first to tell you 
I don’t lack confidence.” 

That goes for the rest of the players in 
this dynasty, which threatens to become the 
best of all time. Maybe not the longest — 
Miami won its five titles during a 19-year 
span. Maybe not the most impressive streak 
— Oklahoma had that 47-game winning 
streak in the 1950s. 

But if Bama seals the deal — winning 
a third consecutive title and fourth in 
five years — how do you not call this the 
biggest, baddest, best dynasty in college 
football history? 

The case can certainly be made. Only 
two other programs had won three 
championships in four years in the 76-year 
wire-service era (since 1936). 


Notre Dame 1946, 1947, 1949 
Nebraska 1994, 1995, 1997 
Alabama 2009, 2011, 2012 


Alabama did it last season by trouncing 
Notre Dame in the BCS title game. Or have 
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Alabama Crimson Tide head coach Nick Saban and running back Eddie Lacy (42) 
celebrate winning the 2012 SEC Championship game against the Georgia Bulldogs 
at the Georgia Dome. Alabama won, 32-28. 

Photo by Daniel Shirey-USA TODAY Sports 


they renamed it the Crimson Tide Invitational? 
These days, Bama has changed the game 
more than the game’s changing around it. 
Nebraska scored an incredible 2,257 points 
in 51 games (44.2 per game) in its four- 
year stretch. In a different era, Notre Dame 
posted 12 shutouts in 38 games (1946-49). 
Since 2009 when it won the first title 
in this current run, Bama has averaged 35 
points and would have had more if Nick 
Saban showed less mercy. In that span, the 
defense has posted seven shutouts. The Tide 
under Saban have run and stopped the run. 
It’s a simple old-school plan, but a 
philosophy that has produced one Heisman 
winner (Mark Ingram) followed by another 
Heisman finalist (Trent Richardson). McCarron 
should be high on the list of 2013 candidates. 
After 2011, the defense lost six players to 
the draft — three first-rounders — and was 
just as good in 2012. Saban and the boys have 
caused us to consider a new definition for 
“dynasty.” It’s not what have you done for me 
lately, it's what have you done for me quickly. 
Seems like we've barely blinked since the 
Tide beat Virginia Tech on Sept. 5, 2009, to 
get this party started. Since that date, the 
program has spent 17 weeks as the AP No. 1. 
It has won one less SEC title (two) as national 
championships (three) in that span. 
It took a convergence of fortune, 
tradition, work ethic and skill. Saban made 
himself available to athletic director Mal 
Moore in 2007 — two years removed from 
a successful run at LSU, and two less-than- 


euphoric years with the Miami Dolphins. 
Since he arrived, the SEC championship game 
has become more or less a national semifinal; 
starting in 2006, the league has won the 
national championship every season. 

All of it is mentioned to hammer home 
the obvious: The Tide have made this run 
through (arguably) the most powerful SEC in 
history. Focus less on the 8-3 record against 
top 10 teams since 2009 and more on the 24 
games played against ranked teams in that 
span. That’s equivalent to two full seasons of 
top 25 challenges. 

Saban’s third title at Alabama — he has 
four total — matched the career total of 
Barry Switzer, Darrell Royal and Woody Hayes 
(three titles each). Some Alabama players 
can boast more national championship rings 
during their playing careers than Bobby 
Bowden or Joe Paterno (two each) had in 
their combined 100 years as head coaches. 

And the Tide were within a couple of 
bounces of playing for their fourth title in 
five years: Remember, No. 1 Alabama lost the 
2008 SEC title game to Florida. 

Yes, a case can be made. 

Dynasty is always a loaded word, sparking 
debate and suggesting long-term excellence. 
Many will immediately think of Oklahoma's 
47-game winning streak. It took Bud 
Wilkinson 17 years to win his three titles. 
Saban now has four championships in his 
last eight years as a college coach. 

A fourth title tied Saban with Notre Dame's 
Frank Leahy and put him two away from tying 
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Alabama Crimson Tide waving their back-to-back championship flag during 
the Discover BCS National Championship. 
Photo by Cal Sport Media via AP Images 


Bear Bryant (six titles). You see where this 
could be headed. College gridiron immortality. 
Bama’s feat almost needs a translator. Its 

achievements speak a different language. Its 
longest winning streak the past four years — 
19 games — ended more than two years ago. 
How does that compare to Penn State's 31- 
game undefeated streak from 1967 to ‘70? It 
doesn’t. Alabama has played those 24 games 
against ranked teams. In its streak, Penn State 
played four. That was during its days as an 
independent when Paterno could arrange a 
favorable Eastern-based schedule. It took years 
for his program to overcome the “weak Eastern 
football” perception with the pollsters. 
Meanwhile, Saban favors playing a 
ninth conference game. Bring it on. More 
competition. In the coming playoff era, why 
not? The selection committee is going to 
consider schedule strength. Usually, there is 
no stronger schedule than the SEC's. 


Consider that Alabama has been able to 
play for the national championship the past 
two seasons even after enduring November 
home losses. It won in 2011 without even 
winning its division. The pollsters have 
respected the Alabama brand. Oh, and other 
contenders have been polite enough to lose 
at absolutely the wrong time. 

But human nature being what it is, how 
does this dynasty come to work each day, 
altogether focused? 

“Football is an everyday thing,” Kouandjio 
said. “It’s like a tree. Each day you either 
grow or you die. Every day is supposed to 
be a struggle, a struggle to get better. Some 
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days I go out there and I really don’t want 
to do it, (but) I know I'm going to die out 
there or get better.” 

“For me when I was holding that crystal 
ball (in January), that’s what I was thinking 
about, ‘First game,” Mosley said. “If people 
look at that picture of me and say, ‘He 
doesn’t seem excited; that’s why. Knowing 
our (next) season started pretty fast.” 

Saban said the euphoria would last 24 
hours. Strength coach Scott Cochran gave 
himself two weeks. 

“This is so much fun,” Cochran said 
immediately after the Notre Dame win. “How 
can you imagine being somewhere else in 
the world? There isn’t a better place.” 

Saban, then, isn’t going anywhere. Money 
isn’t an issue. He has tried the NFL. He is 
approaching immortality in Tuscaloosa. 

Alabama’s biggest obstacle at this point 
might be the system itself. Next season, 
it would have to win two games ina 
playoff to capture what could be its fourth 
consecutive championship. 

For now it’s two in a row, three out of the 
last four, and no end in sight. 

“Why would he (leave)?” Cochran said on 
the floor of Sun Life Stadium. 

And with that, another rendition of 
Sweet Home Alabama blared through the 
loudspeakers. In a stadium where Saban 
made what little NFL head coaching 
reputation he has — “My credibility wasn’t 
much,” he said — the man burnished his 
everlasting rep as a college coach. 

There are 32 NFL teams that, at least 
secretly, covet Alabama’s coach. That's the 
league where Saban said in January he has 


Alabama fans celebrate after a touchdown 
during the Discover BCS National 
Championship game. 

Photo by Cal Sport Media via AP Images 


no unfinished business. That comment left 
the door ajar just enough to cover himself in 
case of, you know, boredom with the whole 
college thing. 

That’s about the only thing that would 
take him away from this nirvana with a 
drawl, this Million Dollar Band and program. 
Sure the “Strength Everywhere Conference” 
has won seven titles in a row. But Alabama 
has given it some definition, some identity. 
It has won three of them. LSU (2007) 
arguably remains the chief challenger. 
Florida (2006, 2008) is trying to recapture 
glory. Auburn (2010) is rebuilding. 

“In the NFL you can’t even predict who's 
going to the Super Bowl,” receiver Amari 
Cooper said. “In college, it’s predictable.” 


There has to be only one place where 
unfinished business matters for Saban now. 
That's in T-town where he could become the 
greatest coach of all-time, at least in terms of 
numbers. He is two titles away from tying Bear 
Bryant's six championships, which would spark 
one of the greatest debates in sports history. 

Who's better? 

We'll leave that for future coffee table 
books. What's more important to some — 
maybe even Saban — is that he is perceived 
as the greatest coach. The time could come 
when his name rolls off the tongue and pops 
up on Wikipedia when the subject is raised. 

The man has now played in six AP No. 1 
vs. No. 2 games, winning five of them. The 
consecutive BCS titles are a first. (USC split 
the 2003 AP title and won the 2004 BCS 
title.) No program has won three in a row. 
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A revelation and a destination from Wayne Allyn Root 


Sometimes I’m on a Roll, but | 
I’m Always on a Mission. 


And that mission is to make you more money 


than you ever made before on football! 


You've seen me on TV. Or profiled in business magazines — 
always surrounded by so much praise you probably think 
it’s hype. Who IS this guy? Is he for real? 


Now you're going to get your answer and you will like 
it. Because, yes, | am that Wayne Root. | have sought media 
attention. But I'm On A Mission: to pick more winners 
and make more money for my customers than anybody 
that ever lived! 


And I’m succeeding. | have been at or near the top every 
year since I started. And I keep getting better! My job 
doesn't get easier. It gets tougher because I demand more 
and more of myself for my customers. 


Last year I scored 69 outright underdog upsets and 
have picked 69 or more upsets in 7 of the last 9 seasons. 
That’s 890 outright underdog upsets since 2000... 
More than any other handicapper. 


And those were my own records I broke (80 in ’08 & ’07, 66 in ‘06, 
58 in 04) so I’m basically in a class by myself. But you knew that. 


Now how would you like to play my nifty covers, my back- 
door covers and my dogs-that-win- straight-up - and cash the 
safest, biggest bets of your life! | mean my Upset Club. It 
makes the most sense because it makes the most dollars. 
Look how we exploded off the snap in Weeks 1 & 2 last year: 


WE STARTED WITH A BANG! — WE ENDED WITH A BANG! 
8/30 Vandy +6%2 SC 13-17 9/8 Ww. Forest +10% NC 28-17 2 
‘B/30BYU-12WashSt 30-6 r 9/8 Missou+2Georgia 20-41 | 
8/31 Mich St -6% Boise St 17-13 us 9/8 N'western +34 Vandy 23-13 
9M Col St+6% Colorado 22-17 W 9/9 Rams+9Lions 23-27 W 
9/3 GATech +7¥2Vir Tech 17-20 9/9 Chiefs +3 Falcons 24-40 | 
9/5 Cowboys (+4) Giants 24-17 W 9/9 Cards+3S'hawks 20-16 W. 
9/6 Pitt +4%Cincinnati 10-34 | 9/9 Buccs +2% Panthers 16-10 


‘te: NOTE: Every pick | make is submitted (and time stamped via e-mail) 
f to The Sports Monitor for independent documentation & veritication 


That was our total for the first two weeks. 
I couldn’t maintain that win percentage - 71.4% for the 
whole season. But I do seem to rise to the occasion. 


Over that same span we won our September Upset Game 


You get an edge betting dogs. Popular favorites are al- 
most always overpriced. Dogs have the edge in incentive. 
And think about this: once the favorite establishes a lead, 
they tend to play conservative, which makes back door 
covers more likely - another reason Upset Club is the 
way to go! Which makes it perfect for the value shopper 
ambitious to move up the ladder. /s that you? 


Then here’s the deal: Call me at 1-877-ROOT WINS 
(1-877-766-8946) or visit me at www.RootToWin.com 
every game day and | will give you: 


Pd 


My Best Thursday Play (We were 7-0 
on Thursdays August 39 to October4) 


Saturday: My strongest Outright Upset 
» Winner —a dog that will win straight up! 
Plus my 2 second strongest COVERS of the day 


SS 


p» Sunday, same deal: an Outright Upset Winner 

f plus my second and even my third strongest 
Sys \ - os COVER.(From time to time, where the dog 

7 isn't strong enough, | may give you a favorite) 


Monday Night Football is included. 
We won our Monday Night Game of the 
Year with Saints (-3) Eagles 28-13 


Play my Upset Club for 5 weeks for just $150. 
You must net $3,000 (based on $100 unit bets) 
or you get the next 5 weeks FREE. 


Or, order all 18 weeks for $349 —a savings of $200 over | 


the regular season’s price. 


And yes, the Pre-Season is included! Add it up. 


It's the best deal anybody ever offered you. 
Nothing beats dogs that win straight up 


the Year (Washington [+7] Stanford 17-13) and our a = Ss - and NOBODY BEATS Wayne Allyn Root 
NFL Game of the Month (Seattle [+3!4] Cowboys 17- ammo, finding them. 


Call now 


lus == 


Or enroll at: www.ROotToWin.com 


WAYNE ALLY" 


op? 
a & 2) Every Wayne Allyn Root selection is documented by The Sports Monitor, the Dun and Bradstreet of our industry. 


1027 South Rainbow Bivd. ®@ #605F l@ Las Vegas Nevada 89145 


I'm Wayne Allyn Root. I’ve been called 
the King of Vegas, the only handicapper 
with a star on the Las Vegas Walk of 
Fame. Over the years | have picked 
more winners than anyone that ever 
lived. That’s why business publications 
like Wall Street Journal, Fortune, Robb 
Report, Money Magazine find my story 
so compelling. I have taken the iffiness 
out of sports betting and made it a 
reliable source of second income for 
thousands! - something to think about! 


"Wayne Allyn Root is the face 
of Las Vegas Gaming...He has built 
a talent for picking football 


” 


winners into an empire. 
Las Vecas SuN 
“Wayne Allyn Root is an American 
gambling legend.” 
JOHN O'REILLY, 
Lapprokes, WorwD's 
Larcest Legal. BOOKMAKER. 
“Wayne's success is mind-blowing.” 
FOX News, LAs VeGas 
“The Odds King of Las Vegas.” 
Bitt GrireitH, CNBC 


“The Odds-maker of everything 
in the world” 
Donny Deurscu, CNBC 


“Wayne's the king of handicappers 
.. he's the Warren Buffett of his 
world.” 

James J. CRAMER, CNBC 
MAb Money 


President Barack Obama, flanked by University of Alabama Crimson Tide head football coach Nick Saban, left, and quarterback 
AJ McCarron, on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Monday, April 15, 2013, during a ceremony honoring the BCS 
National Champion University of Alabama Crimson Tide football team. 


Photos by AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta 


Alabama is one season away. More than one coach has complained 

It’s OK to say it out loud, in mixed about all the “polo shirts” on the Crimson 
company. Alabama has established Tide sideline. When it came to bolster 
a dynasty. Just don’t tell the coach. his staff, though, Brown went out and 

“T don't think words like ‘dynasty’ are hired Patrick Suddes as director of player 
really words that I’m much interested in,” personnel. Suddes was an associate director 
Saban said. of football operations at ... Alabama. 

By this time, he is messing with people's It’s possible that coaches aren't so much 
minds. The players and coaches all have the concerned about recent NCAA recruiting 
sport wired in some continuing, constant deregulations, it’s what Saban could do 
way. From the titles, to recruiting, to with them. 
facilities, to image. And airplane hangars all over the world 

Everything in the game these days seems are jealous. The Tide works out in a new 
to be viewed through some sort of Crimson $9 million, 37,000 square-foot weight 
Tide filter. facility that goes beyond the description 

“Alabama is ahead of all of us,” Texas “state of the art.” 


coach Mack Brown said in February, “with 

the number of personnel they've hired, and 

that's something that everybody's looking 

very closely at.” Saban recently visited the Yankees during 
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spring training. Why not? Excellence abides. 

“They've got more (championships), than 
we've got,” the coach said. 

Saban specifically asked 19-year veteran 
reliever Mariano Rivera how he stays motivated, 
maintaining his “standard of excellence.” 

“You've got to get all that out of your 
head,” Rivera responded, “and focus on 
the next pitch, the next out, win the 
game. That's all I think about. Nothing 
else matters.” 

Since 2009, Alabama has essentially been 
the team embodiment of Mariano Rivera. 
Think of the obstacles. Until Bama’s run 
started in ‘09, there was some sort of parity 
in college football. 

From 1996 through 2008, 11 teams won 
national championships. (That includes split 
titles in 1997 and 2003.) Since the end of 
the 2008 season, the national championship 
hasn't left the state of Alabama. Last year’s 
repeat came after the Crimson Tide defense 
lost six starters from the previous season. At 
tailback, Mark Ingram begat Eddie Lacy, who 
begat T.J. Yeldon. 

“Saban, what he’s done, all the sudden, 
he put this place on the map from the 
standpoint of setting a culture,” said David 
Morris, McCarron’s private quarterback coach. 
“You expect Alabama to contend every year. 

“Growing up, it wasn’t that way all the 
time. It wasn’t a machine like it is now.” 

Miami won four titles in nine years (1983- 
1991), but with three different coaches. 


www.lindyssports.com 2013 


This century both Miami and USC have put 
together 34-game winning streaks. They 
dominated the first half of the century's first 
decade also winning three championships in 
four years. Combined. 

“Because of today with all the constraints 
and the level of competition has gone up, 
there are more good teams out there,” 
Bernie Kish, a historian for the National 
Football Foundation, said of Alabama. “It’s 
just an unbelievable feat.” 

Nebraska is the best, most recent 
comparison to Alabama’s current run. But 
even Tom Osborne didn’t operate under the 
current constraints. It is widely speculated 
that the Huskers’ great coach was given 
a going-away present by his peers in the 
coaches’ poll in 1997. Having announced 
his retirement in December of that year, 
Osborne was able to win title No. 3, 
splitting it with Michigan. 

That was pre-BCS. Fifteen of the 45 all- 
time 1 vs. 2 games (AP poll) have been 
played in the BCS era. Of the other 30, 
Osborne coached in three of them, losing 
two, during his 25-year head coaching 
career. In January, Saban coached in his 
fifth such contest in the last 49 months. 

“To go through a season undefeated and be 
able to play for BCS championship is completely 
different than it used to be,” Kish said. 


In the Bear Bryant era, Alabama was close 
to three titles in a row. The 1964 national 
championship team lost only once — in the 
bowl game — back when the polls picked 
the champ before the postseason. The 1965 
team lost the opener to Georgia by one 
point, tied Tennessee, then won the last six 
in a row to make it two straight. 

The 1966 team started No. 1, went 11-0 
and finished third. That “Missing Ring” team 
is largely thought to have paid the price in 
the polls for segregation in the mid-1960s. 

The Tide won again in 1971 and 1973, 
losing only six games from 1971 to ‘75. Back- 
to-back titles in 1978 and 1979 closed out 
the decade. 

Gene Stallings resurrected things briefly in 
1992-95, winning the national championship 
in 1992 and taking the Tide to three SEC title 
games. 

It was a long, tortuous road from there to 
here for Alabama to be reminded this is what 
it is supposed to do. Dynasties usually have 
a longer shelf life, but the definition has 
changed. This one arrived so suddenly four 
years ago that it is either about to exhaust 
its eligibility — or has no end in sight. 

Dennis Dodd is a senior college football 
writer for CBSSports.com. 


2013 www.lindyssports.com 


Photo by AP Photo/Chris Carlson 


Since the Associated Press began 
selecting national college football 
champions by ballot of the media in 
1936, the NCAA has quasi-officially 
recognized “major selectors,” led by 
the AP and the coaches poll (currently 
administered by USA Today). In those 
77 seasons, 19 schools have won 
multiple “consensus” national titles. 

It should be noted that Alabama 
claims 15 national championships, 
including four from before the poll 
era — 1925, 1926, 1930 and 1934 — 
and multiple rankings systems at the 
time agreed. The 1941 title is far more 
sketchy, as a two-loss Alabama team 
was picked by the Houlgate System 
over 8-0 Minnesota, which was the AP 
champion. 

There are varying opinions as to how 
many “true” national championships 
some programs have, based on the 
selector and keeping in mind that it 
wasn’t until the late 1960s, early 1970s 
that the polls picked a No. 1 after the 
bowl games. 

In any case, here is glance at the 19 
programs that have won more than once 
in the poll era (either AP or Coaches): 


Alabama 

Notre Dame 
Oklahoma 
Southern California 
Miami 
Nebraska 

Ohio State 
Minnesota 
Texas 

Florida 

LSU 

Army 

Auburn 

Florida State 
Michigan 
Michigan State 
Penn State 
Pittsburgh 
Tennessee 


USC head coach Pete Carroll holds up the Rose Bowl trophy as he celebrates 
its 28-14 defeat of Michigan after the 90th Rose Bowl, Jan. 1, 2004, 
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Battle of Los Angeles — in a sedate 
Santa Monica neighborhood near 
Palisades Park. 
But if Brett Hundley is going to get to 
the top of the heap in Los Angeles, The 
Stairs are a good place to start. 

The Santa Monica Stairs start in that 
upscale neighborhood near the Pacific 
Ocean, descending into the Santa Monica 
Canyon. That's the easy part. The views 
are stunning. The workout population is 
dedicated, from locals to celebs to personal 
trainers to tourists. 

Now try heading back up, nearly 200 
steps worth. There are two sets — wooden, 
cement. Your choice. Your body. You're all 
but dead. 

“First time I've ever done it,” Hundley 


E t is a strange place to re-start the 
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LEAD UCLA AMONG 
PROGRAMS ON THE RISE 


BY DENNIS DODD | Photo by AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill 


said, “and probably the hardest (workout) 
of my life.” 

Not to diminish the accomplishment, 
Brett, but you ain’t seen nothin’ yet. 

For the first time in about a dozen years, 
the city is up for grabs football-wise. USC 
is down. UCLA beat the Trojans last year 
for only the second time since 1999. The 
Bruins are coming off their first nine-win 
season in seven years, only the second such 
accomplishment in 15 years. 

Outgoing (former) tormentor Matt 
Barkley seemed to confirm a new Battle of 
Los Angeles as he left the field during his 
March pro day. 

“Tt looks pretty rough to tell you the 


truth,” said USC's record-breaking quarterback. 


Barkley had accomplished enough as 
he left for the NFL. As for the team he is 


leaving behind? They are missing him, to 
start with. The Trojans are also installing 

a new defense, welcoming four new coaches 
and fighting off the lingering effects of 

a dreadful end to 2012. 

“It's kind of up in the air to tell you the 
truth,” Barkley added. “We definitely need 
some leaders to step up. The seniors were 
a strong group of leaders. It’s kind of who's 
going to be that leader? ... I think maybe 
the (NCAA) sanctions still might take a toll.” 

Across town, before noon, Hundley had 
climbed the steps several times, as well 
as thrown with his personal quarterback 
coach, Steve Clarkson. Sipping on a 
concoction that was two-thirds water and 
one-third Gatorade, Hundley paused for an 
on-campus interview before heading for his 
third workout of the day — this one with 
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more conventional exercise at the nearby 
Wooden Center. 

“My legs,” he said, “feel like Jello.” 

But they would recover, just like UCLA 
seems to have done under Jim Mora. It’s 
been a while since the program was this fit, 
this aggressive, this optimistic. 

After Oregon's Marcus Mariota, 
Hundley figures to be the Pac-12's best 
quarterback. That's a good place to start 
in a conference that, at the moment, isn’t 
centered in L.A. The Pac-12 is currently 
ruled by the scholarly (Stanford) and 
speedy (Oregon). 

UCLA has played in the league's first 
two conference championship games. 

In 2011 the Bruins were a stunt-double 
because USC was on probation. Last 
year, the game marked the middle of a 
season-ending three-game losing streak. 
The resulting vibe in 2013 is equal parts 
anticipation and trepidation. 

“They just needed to be shown the way,” 
Mora said. 

It has been such a long, silent, descent 
into its own canyon of despair for UCLA. 

“T don’t think we even understand how 
big our upside is,” Hundley said. 

Follow the stairs up, down, around town, 
perhaps into a new era in L.A. football ... 

A dozen years ago, Pete Carroll 
came from the pros and brought USC 
back largely because his teams were 
intimidating. They played defense. The 
Heisman trophies were nice, but mostly 
those Trojans were successful because 


they didn’t fit the Pac-10’s national image 


of “a little soft.” 

Recreating Carroll's rapid ascent is Mora’s 
intent. It helps to have the buy-in right 
away. For whatever reason, Rick Neuheisel’s 
philosophy never caught on in Westwood. 
A lot of it had to do with an offense that 
was listless. And the one thing you can’t 
be in L.A. is boring. 

Mora says all the right things about 
Neuheisel. The old coach, now a Pac-12 
Network analyst, comes around now and 
then. His son Jerry is a candidate to 
back up Hundley. But it’s clear that when 
Mora arrived — a man whose only college 
experience was a quarter century ago as 
a grad assistant — some sort of pressure 
release valve blew within the ranks. 

“Tt was the first day of (2012) spring 


practice,” Mora said. “It was one of the most 


exhilarating days I've had professionally. 
I blew the horn to end practice and whole 
team came up. They were screaming, 
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jumping and just dog-piled me. It was this 
emotion that just came out. I had just killed 
them for 2 1/2 hours. 

“At that point I said, ‘These kids really 
want to win/” 

Meanwhile, the situation across town 
begs the question: Will the Trojans keep 
winning? USC's last losing season was in 
2000. But the Trojans’ 7-6 mark last year 
was the first time since 1964 that an AP 
preseason No. 1 finished unranked. 

“Obviously, I didn’t coach very well,” 
coach Lane Kiffin said. 

Now, the seat under the (former) boy 
wonder might be the hottest among major- 
college coaches. It can be argued that losing 
30 recruits over three years — the NCAA 
sanctions still have another year to run — 
already have had an impact. 

The Trojans scaled back hitting in practice 
last season because of injuries and roster 
depletions. The defense that gave up 417 
points and looked shaky against the spread 
has been handed over to veteran Clancy 
Pendergast, one of those new coaches. The 
entire secondary has to be replaced. The 


offensive line that returns four starters has 
to be “fixed,” according to Kiffin. 

For the first time in forever, the Trojans 
are looking at a quarterback battle. 

The line of succession has been mostly 
uninterrupted since Carson Palmer started 
the 2000 season. It was 10 years ago 

that USC had lost one Heisman winner 
(Palmer) and replaced him with another. 
Matt Leinart emerged out of a now 
legendary 2003 spring battle to become 
the Pac-10 Player of the Year (2003), 
Heisman winner (2004) and top 10 draft 
choice (following 2005). 

“I don’t think that’s the huge and 
only story line right now,” Kiffin said of 
the quarterbacks. 

For now, the Battle of Los Angeles ended 
with defeats by both teams. USC in a horrible, 
wind-ravaged, depressing 21-7 loss to Georgia 
Tech in the Sun Bowl. By all rights, Hundley 
should have been yanked from UCLA's 49-26 
Holiday Bowl loss to Baylor. 

“T just watched the film of it yesterday,” 
the quarterback admitted in the spring, 

“It just killed me to watch it.” 


h 


UCLA head coach Jim Mora. 
Photo by AP Photo/Alex Gallardo 
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That's saying something because today 
Hundley is a film junkie. When he got to 
UCLA two years ago from Chandler, Ariz., 
Hundley didn’t know a Cover 3 from a zone 
blitz. No one ever taught him. Maybe he 
didn’t care to learn. One of Neuheisel’s 
assistants had to sit him down and review. 

Now at 6-3, 227 pounds, Hundley is what 
everyone wants. 

“The category now for quarterbacks is 
that they execute the play that’s called,” 
Clarkson said. “They extend the call that’s 
called. And when all hell breaks loose, they 
can create a play on the fly. He is that 
modern-day quarterback.” 

Hundley became the first Bruin 
quarterback to throw for 300-plus in three 
straight games. As a freshman, he set the 
school record for total offense (4,095). But 
no one was thinking of that last Dec. 27. 
That night in the Holiday, Baylor went up 
35-7. Mora thought about removing his 
redshirt freshman quarterback at some point 
during the carnage to spare the kid’s body 
and psyche. It’s a good thing he didn't. 

“Tf I had tried to take him out,” Mora 
said, “I probably would have gone out there 
and had to pull him off the field. We didn’t 
want to give him an easy way out. If you 
put somebody else in there, you're done.” 

Hundley said, “I would never do that — 
to your team, your teammates, your coaches 
... it’s a respect level. No matter what you're 
going through, I don’t care if you're losing 
80-0, you've got to fight through it.” 

There is no heroic ending here. Baylor 
won by 23. It could have been 33, or worse. 
At the conclusion of a promising season, 
UCLA stunk. Hundley had to throw 50 times 
and was sacked twice. But he did hang in 
there, throwing two of his three touchdown 
passes in the fourth quarter. 

So the season was a start, a 9-5 start that 
everyone has been drilled to think wasn’t 
good enough — even though it was. 

“T feel like I could be 100,000 times better 
than last year,” Hundley said. 

Before departing for that third workout of 
the day, the quarterback savored one thing 
one last time. It’s not the Stairs or surviving 
Baylor. It’s USC. In that game he accounted 
for three touchdowns. In that game, he saw 
people weeping with joy. In that game, he 
made everyone in Westwood feel 100,000 
times better. 

“Do what you need to do in this moment,” 
Hundley recalled Mora telling his first Bruin 
team, “and you'll remember this for the rest 
of your lives.” 
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TOP FIVE PROGRAMS ON THE RISE 


1. UCLA 

Coach Jim Mora burned rubber on the recruiting trail after being hired after the 2011 
season. He didn’t let up, winning the Pac-12 South and then pulling in the conference's 
best recruiting class this past February. His popularity and know-how, coinciding with 
the downturn at USC, have given the Bruins prized momentum in the crosstown rivalry. 
What a world: UCLA football has a more dynamic coach than USC, and in the spring, USC 
basketball (Andy Enfield) made a more intriguing hire than UCLA (Steve Alford). 


2. TEXAS A&M 

It's been a happy divorce from big brother Texas, and the Aggies are only too pleased 
to play the, “Yeah, we play in the SEC” card. Kevin Sumlin is a monster recruiter who 
now has further access to the difference-making defensive linemen of the Southeast. 
It could very well be that Johnny Football has only one more season left in College 
Station, but the SEC exposure could make A&M the It-Team in Texas, even after 
Manziel passes completely into folk-lore. 


3. LOUISVILLE 

There's never been a better time to be a Cardinal. Men’s basketball national champs. 
Women’s basketball runner-ups. And a football team that could very well run the 
table in the regular season. Louisville’s timing is impeccable, too, escaping the old, 
weakened Big East (now the American Athletic Conference) after this season for the 
comforts, stability and bigger money of the ACC. 


4. OLE MISS 

Coach Hugh Freeze signed the nation’s top defensive end, the top receiver, and the top 
offensive tackle. If you can win like that in February, you have a chance to win in the 
fall — and Freeze did enough of that last season in his first year, going a surprising 
7-6. The return of 16 starters ramps up the momentum. 


5. ARIZONA/ARIZONA STATE 

These rivals hadn’t had winning records in the same year since 1997, but they managed 
to do it last season under first-year coaches, the Wildcats with Rich Rodriguez and the 
Devils behind Todd Graham. Arizona will move into a new $72 million football facility 
this summer that Rodriguez calls a game-changer for recruiting. ASU is looking at 

a major re-do of Sun Devil Stadium. Rodriguez and Graham are on a race to the top. 


Texas A&M head coach Kevin Sumlin. 
Photo by AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez 
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Sports Betting” (Harper & Row) 
Former AP Regional Sports Editor 


1 Authored over 1,000 articles on 
handicapping & sports wagering. 

© Seen on TV's Pro Line (USA TV) 

Profiled in: Wall Street Journal, 
NY Times, Chicago Tribune, 
Washington Post and Playboy. 


1 Creator of the famous “World 
Series of Handicapping” 


# Only sports handicapper to ever 
appear before the United States 
Congress on the subject 
of sports handicapping. 


OH St (-25) Miami-Ohio 56-10 WON 
Cowboys (+4) Giants 24-17. WON 
Cinn (-4%) Pittsburgh 34-10 WON 
Utah State (+7) Utah 27-20 WON 
San Diego St(-6%) Army 42-7 WON 


UA Tech (-3) Houston 56-42 WON 200 Units 


49ers (+43) Packers 30-22 WON 
Broncos (-112) Steelers 31-19 WON 
Notre Dame (+6) Mich St 20-3 WON 


UL Monroe (-20) Tulane 63-10 WON 200 Units 


Cincinnati (-20) Miami Ohio 52-14 WON 


Fresno St (-17%) CO St 28-7 WON 200 Units 


Jets (-342) Colts 35-9 WON 
Giants (+634) 49ers 26-3 WON 
Syracuse (-4) Connecticut 40-10 WON 
Mich St (+9%) Michigan 10-12 WON 


Texans (-13) Dolphins 30-10 WON 100 Units 


Notre Dame (+12%2) Okla 30-13 WON 
Giants (-242) Cowboys 29-24 WON 
GA Tech (-8%) Maryland 33-13. -WON 
Panthers (+3) Redskins 21-13 WON 
Falcons (-3)4) Cowboys 19-13 WON 
Texas A&M (+14)Alabama 29-24 WON 
Ravens (-7¥2) Raiders 55-20 WON 


Bengals (-3%4) Chiefs 28-6 WON 
Patriots (-914) Colts 59-24 WON 
Broncos (-10) Raiders 26-13 WON 
49ers (+414) Patriots 41-34 WON 


A long time customer did a study of my past performances and found out that my Big 
Play gl more Pai cir any of the stock averages Wall Street goes hy. 


1 BEAT THE LIPPER ANALYTICAL 
THE DOW JONES. THE STANDARD & POORS. and THE WILSHIRE INDEX. 


Members of my Best Bets Club who followed 
my betting guidelines over the last four seasons have ; 
Hundreds of my players have seen their football earnings rise proportionately! If you want to multiply your 
money 


Football is my turf. | played college football, scouted in the SEC, and worked with SEC coaching legend, 
Alabama’s Bear Bryant and under NFL Hall of Fame coach Hank Stram, | learned the fundamentals of 
who can beat who and my early training has never stopped paying off. My 41-year record of success may 
be the longest in the business — And I’m inviting YOU to cash in on it! 


The Entire NFL Pre-Season Z My 100-Unit 

Plus My NFL Pre-Season My 50-Unit AFC Game College Football 

Game of the Year. of the Year. Game of the Year. 

All My Best Bet Club : The First 3 NFL 

NFL Plays For My 50-Unit NFC Game Las Vegas Steam 

The Entire Season. of the Year. Games of the Year. 

All My Best Bet Club E The First 3 College Football 
College Plays For My 100-Unit NFL Game Las Vegas Steam 

The Entire Season. of the Year. Games of the Year. 


Capable of making you over $50,000 in 
net profit based on 66.7% wining rate — below my historic average. 


MY SPECIAL EARLY BIRD FEE FOR ALL THIS WINNING IS 


A savings of $150 over my regular season fee of $349. AND it includes: 


A copy of my new football handicapping + PLUS A FREE season subscription to the Kelso Sturgeon sy 
book, “The 80-Percent Formula, Football Forecast Featuring: & my highly regarded College hese 
=== Winning With Circumstances & NFL Power Ratings # advance Best Bets with detailed — 
And Situations.” (While supply last) analysis # review of current betting trends, angles & systems —_ 


1am having the success of my life. 'm not just beating Las Vegas, but Wall Street. How can you top that? 
YOU GANT. So why not join me! Let me put you on the upward path to the money you always dreamed of. Petts 


m=) 
Call today Or call me direct at: 1-702-203-6907 
Or sign up online at: www. Sportsiiandicapping.com 


All correspondence to: STURGEON, 3315 Russell Road #206, Las Vegas, NV 89120-3477 we: 
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By Dennis Dodd 


| ric Hyman’s nephew called 
fraud on his uncle. 

Hyman, Texas A&M’s ath- 
letic director, brought over one 
of the first Johnny Manziel 

Heisman posters. The quarterback’s sig- 
nature was included on the poster but 
— as noticed by the nephew — it was 
a printed facsimile. 

“T had to get another poster and 
have Johnny sign it,” Hyman. said. 
“Now, I’m his favorite uncle.” 

They lurk everywhere, trying to get a 
piece of the athletic equivalent of Justin 
Bieber. 

“From football player making head- 
lines to being on TMZ to being a celeb- 
rity,” Manziel recalled of his whirlwind 
year. 

Since Johnny Football broke nation- 
al last year, there have been cease-and- 
desist letters aimed at those attempting 
to illegally profit from his accomplish- 
ments. A&M officials are familiar with 
trademark violations, and unlicensed 
Manziel products on the streets and the 
internet. 

Just walking across campus has be- 
come a challenge, judging by his deci- 
sion to take online classes. (Manziel said 
he would take some summer school 
classes in person.) 

But on Dec. 8, the quarterback had 
one final exam left following his Heis- 
man victory. He ended up posing for 
pictures with a professor and everyone 
in the department. It took him 30 min- 
utes to get out of the economics build- 
ing. A normal existence left the building 
shortly thereafter. 

“T have to realize that’s not how life 
can be for me anymore,” Manziel said. 

Lots has changed in College Station: 
The Big 12 is in the rear view mirror. 
Texas is down. A&M is up — way up. 


There was the first 11-win season in 14 
years. There was that for-the-ages win at 
No. 1 Alabama. 

A Heisman. No, not just a Heisman, 
a Heisman phenomenon. 

A top five finish. A possible top-five 
beginning to 2013. 

Out of Texas’ shadow, into the na- 
tional conversation, and with three 
years’ eligibility left for its quarterback, 
what does A&M now do for an encore? 

“We just got here,” Aggies coach 
Kevin Sumlin said. 

That’s the scary part. Things can get 
better. 

“The thing about this offense is in 
Year One it’s kind of experimenting, 
learning about it,” said offensive coor- 
dinator Jake Spavital. “Year Two is nor- 
mally when they go off in the passing 
aspect.” 

That was quite an experiment in 
2012. Manziel set the SEC total offense 
record. 


“Now, he’s handing me the keys to 
the Cadillac,” Spavital said of former 
coordinator Kliff Kingsbury, now the 
Texas Tech head coach. “Johnny’s going 
to be a better passer (this season).” 

A year ago at this time, the program 
was two games over .500 since 2007 
and didn’t have a starting quarterback. 
Johnny Football “went from athlete 
who was playing quarterback to being 
a quarterback who was an athlete,” 
Sumlin said. 

His Twitter following grew from 
3,000 to 300,000. Those Twitterati prac- 
tically had kittens in the offseason when 
Manziel was shown in a TV feature driv- 
ing away from the football facility in 
a Mercedes C 63 AMG. 

His second one, actually. His first 
Mercedes, a high school graduation gift, 
was hit in the football facility parking 
lot. Dad, John Paul, works at a car deal- 
ership. 

“It’s a touchy area,” Manziel said. 


OO 
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“Tt’s another gray area with the ste- 
reotype, how a majority of guys in the 
NCAA come from families that aren’t 
like mine, that aren’t as fortunate as 
mine having money.” 

In December at the Dallas airport, 
a “soldier” convinced Texas A&M’s 
quarterback that his platoon back in 
Iraq were big fans. It would mean a lot 
to them if Manziel would sign a stack 
of A&M helmet decals. “A mountain 
high worth of stuff,” Manziel said, who 
had an hour layover and wanted to be 
patriotic. 

“Sure enough,” Manziel said. “My 
dad gets a text. They’re on eBay. Some- 
body took all those helmet stickers and 
slapped them on blank helmets.” 

His heart melted one night in the 
Bright Football Complex parking 
lot after a study hall. There were 


Johnny Manziel 


Ka'Deem Carey 


ALL RA 


es 
: 


4 
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two men sitting in a car with memora- 
bilia all made out personally to individ- 
uals. All Johnny had to do was sign his 
name and make folks happy. Advisors 
already had told him that personalized 
autographs devalue the souvenir for re- 
sale so they couldn’t be cashing in ... 
could they? 

“What happened after I signed, 
they wiped the names off,” Manziel 
said. 

Hello, again, autograph black mar- 
ket. 

Hyman convened a Johnny Foot- 
ball summit in his office in the offsea- 
son. Hyman invited coaches, compli- 
ance, marketing, Manziel’s parents, The 
Franchise himself. They talked about 
everything from security at practice to 


Lache Seastrunk Margise Lee 


academics. The AD consulted two-time 
Heisman winner Archie Griffin, and 


Mike Hill, Florida’s external relations 
guy who handled the Tebow situation. 

Griffin related that the toughest 
thing about fame is “learning how to 
say no.” 

“The meeting that Eric Hyman had 
wasn’t a get-after-you, tell-you-what- 
to-do meeting,” Sumlin said. “(It was) 
‘We're here for you. You don’t have to 
handle this on your own.’” 

Hyman said that back in New York 
at the December ceremony, “What 
I told his dad and mom at the Heisman is, 
‘He’s no longer a freshman; he’s no lon- 
ger a sophomore; he’s no longer a junior; 
no longer a senior. He’s a Heisman.’” 

“From where he is today to where he 

was a few months ago, he’s learned 

how to handle situations.” 


Amari Cooper Austin Seferian-Jenkins 


FIRST TEAM 


Ht. 
6-1 
5-10 
5-10 
6-0 


Wt. 
200 
196 
210 
195 


Name 

Johnny Manziel 
Ka’Deem Carey 
Lache Seastrunk 


Marqise Lee 

Amari Cooper 

Austin Seferian-Jenkins 
Gabe Ikard 

Cyril Richardson 
David Yankey 

Taylor Lewan 

Jake Matthews 
Cairo Santos 


6-1 
6-6 
6-3 
6-5 
6-5 
6-8 
6-5 
5-8 


Gabe Ikard 


202 
266 
298 
335 
311 
308 
305 
160 


Cyril Richardson 


Yr. 


So. 


SECOND TEAM 


School 
Texas A&M 
Arizona 
Baylor 
USC 


Name 
Braxton Miller 
Todd Gurley 
T.J. Yeldon 


Pos 
QB 
RB 


Ht. 
6-2 
6-1 
6-2 
6-1 


Wt Yr. 
210 Jr. 
218 So. 
218 So. 
205s Jr. 


School 
Ohio State 
Georgia 
Alabama 
Clemson 


Alabama 
Washington 
Oklahoma 
Baylor 
Stanford 
Michigan 
Texas A&M 
Tulane 


Jake Matthews 


Sammy Watkins 
Jordan Matthews 
Jacob Pedersen 
Travis Swanson 
Spencer Long 
Gabe Jackson 
James Hurst 
Zack Martin 
Chris Boswell 


Taylor Lewan 


6-3 
6-4 
6-5 
6-4 
6-4 
6-7 
6-4 
6-2 


205 
241 
305 
315 
335 
305 
304 


David Yankey 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


Vanderbilt 
Wisconsin 
Arkansas 
Nebraska 
Mississippi State 
North Carolina 
Notre Dame 
Rice 


Cairo Santos 
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Hold on 
to your 
helmets, 
Clowney 
may sack 
Heisman 


By Brad Senkiw 


n one play, Jadeveon Clowney went 
from star on the rise to superstar on 
the Heisman watch list. 
The South Carolina defensive 
end, who was already having an All- 
American season, said he was ticked off 
at the beginning of a Michigan drive in 
the fourth quarter of the Outback Bowl 
on New Year's Day. A measurement 
call by the officials — it can only be de- 
scribed as historically bad — robbed the 
Gamecocks of a first down. 

With his team trailing Michigan 
22-21, Clowney said he knew it was time 
for a big play. He just had no idea what 
the next snap would do for his image. 

As Michigan running back Vin- 
cent Smith took the handoff, Clowney 
parted the Wolverines’ offensive line 
like the Red Sea, launched himself at 
full speed into Smith and violently dis- 
lodged Smith’s helmet from his head. 

As the helmet flew back five yards, 
the ball also came loose and Clowney 
snagged it with his left hand while lying 
on top of Smith. 

“The Hit” and fumble recovery 
changed the game’s momentum, lead- 
ing to a Gamecock touchdown and 
eventual victory, giving South Carolina 
its second consecutive 11-win season. 

“We needed a big play and he came 
through,” linebacker Kaiwan Lewis said. 

It was also the perfect springboard 
for 2013. 

Clowney enters this year as the na- 
tion’s top defensive player, setting him- 
self up for a legitimate shot at winning 
the Heisman Trophy. 

College football’s top honor has 


gone to only one primarily defensive 
player — Michigan defensive back 
Charles Woodson. But Woodson boost- 
ed his resume by playing some offense 
and being a dynamic punt returner. 

Clowney said there’s no way he’ll be 
lining up on the other side of the ball 
this year just to increase his Heisman 
potential. 

“It’s kind of strange, but (offense is) 
what the people like, touchdowns and 
more touchdowns,” said Clowney, who 
has 21 career sacks and eight forced 
fumbles. “They don’t worry about the 
sacks and stuff, so they feel like offense 
is more an individual side, I guess.” 

Clowney earned Freshman All- 
America honors in 2011, but his super- 
star status took off in 2012 when he re- 
corded 54 tackles (40 solo), 13 sacks and 


23.5 tackles for a loss. The latter two are 
single-season school records. 

Clowney became the first sopho- 
more to win the Ted Hendricks Award, 
given to the nation’s top defensive end, 
and he was a finalist for other awards 
while earning unanimous All-America 
honors. 

The game with “The Hit” wasn’t the 
only one Clowney changed last season. 

“One of the biggest sacks I made 
was against Tennessee,” Clowney said. 
“They were driving down the field to 
beat us and I came around and (made) 
a sack and fumble. All my sacks against 
Georgia were pretty good.” 

Against Clemson, South Carolina’s 
bitter in-state rival, Clowney had _ his 
single greatest performance. He sacked 
All-American quarterback Tajh Boyd 4.5 


a 
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times, helping secure South Carolina’s 
fourth consecutive victory in the ri- 
valry. 

His size and incredible speed made 
Clowney one of the most ballyhooed 
high school recruits in the past 20 
years, so the attention surrounding the 
6-6, 272-pound junior has always been 
intense. 

But the intensity is turned up a 
notch leading into this season as he’s 
on the cover of multiple magazines and 
participating in exclusive interviews 
with ESPN. Media flock to him every 
time he talks and he can’t go anywhere 
without drawing a crowd, posing for 
pictures and signing autographs. 

There was even a national story sug- 
gesting that he should sit out this 


Jadeveon Clowney Louis Nix 


ALL-AMERICA 


season to avoid injury, thereby guaran- 
teeing him a high draft spot in 2014. 
College football players aren’t eligible 
for the draft until three years after their 
graduation from high school. 

Clowney dismissed the notion and 
said he found out from teammates that 
it had become a national topic, proving 
how little he pays attention to his own 
press. 

“I’m just really going to deal with it 
and keep playing like I’ve been playing, 
100 percent,” said Clowney, “Just try to 
go out there and do better than I did 
last year.” 

He added to his own lore when he 
confirmed reports that he ran a 40-yard 
dash in 4.54 seconds in the offseason. 

He’s also added 13 pounds since the 


DEFENSE 


Will Sutton Stephon Tuitt 


end of last season and has worked on 
avoiding run blocking and understand- 
ing the playbook to become “the total 
package.” 

South Carolina coach Steve Spur- 
rier, who’s won a Heisman himself and 
has coached another recipient, is help- 
ing his star player handle the attention. 

“Hopefully, he will continue to sort 
of stay in the background, staying out 
of sight of a lot of stuff that goes on,” 
Spurrier said. “He knows that and he’s 
done a pretty good job of it.” 

“My goals are set very high,” said 
Clowney, who needs nine sacks to be- 
come the school’s all-time career sack 
leader. “I want to make more tackles for 
a loss and not necessarily win the Heis- 
man, but if it’s there, it’s there.” 


Anthony Barr C.J. Mosley 


FIRST TEAM SECOND TEAM 


Name Ht. 
Jadeveon Clowney 6-6 
Stephon Tuitt 6-6 
DT Will Sutton 6-1 
DT Louis Nix 6-3 
LB Anthony Barr 6-4 
LB Kyle Van Noy 6-3 
LB C.J. Mosley 6-2 
Bradley Roby 5-11 


Wt. 
272 
303 
288 
326 
245 
235 
232 
193 


Pos 
DE 
DE 


Jason Verrett 
Lamarcus Joyner 
Ed Reynolds 
Kyle Christy 


Kyle Van Noy 
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5-10 
5-8 
6-2 
6-3 


176 
195 
205 
193 


Jason Verrett 


Yr. 


Jr. 
Jr. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


School 

South Carolina 
Notre Dame 
Arizona State DL 
Notre Dame DL 
UCLA LB 
BYU LB 
Alabama LB 
Ohio State 


Pos Name 
DL 
DL 


Aaron Donald 


Ryan Shazier 
Shayne Skov 
A.J. Johnson 


Jackson Jeffcoat 
Devonte Fields 


Anthony Johnson 


Ht. Wt. Yr. 
6-5 245 Sr. 
6-5 240 So. 
6-0 275 Sr. 
6-3 304 Jr. 
6=249222) dr. 
6-3 244 Sr. 
6-2 240 So. 
6-1 204 Jr. 


School 
Texas 

TCU 
Pittsburgh 
LSU 

Ohio State 
Stanford 
Tennessee 
Kansas State 


TCU 

Florida State 
Stanford 
Florida 


Bradley Roby 


Ty Zimmerman 
Aaron Colvin 

Ifo Ekpre-Olomu 
Craig Loston 
Richie Leone 


Lamarcus Joyner 


6-0 


181 


5-10 190 


6-2 
6-3 


205 
215 


Ed Reynolds 


Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


Oklahoma 
Oregon 
LSU 
Houston 


Kyle Christy 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


hen he walked out of the Georgia Dome victorious after midnight on 
Jan. 1, Tajh Boyd told himself he was gone — 100-percent gone — 
to the NFL after finishing his redshirt junior season at Clemson. 

He said he didn’t inform anyone of these plans at the time. The only person 
on the team who had an idea was running back Andre Ellington, whom Boyd 
told before the Chick-fil-A Bow! on New Year's Eve that he'd probably leave if he 
engineered a win over LSU. 

That's how close Clemson came to having a major void at the quarterback 
position in 2013, a season in which all things seem possible for a program that 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


} RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Johnny Manziel So. Texas A&M 
pave him, hate him, you won't be om to take your eyes off him. 
coer ___ Ohio State 
]0-yard rushing ng games in 2612; passin be much improved. 
AJ McCarron Sr. Alabama 
He's got the winning thing down pat; can make all the throws. 
. | Tajh Boyd a eSrey iGlemson 
| Enters Pe odon will IGS caro et ee 73 TD passes. 
Aaron Murray Sr. Georgia 
Will be worth retuming to school Ls one more shot at a Asbanns: 
. | Marcus Mariota 
| Athleticism, 2 arm not just perfect: for [ 
Teddy Bridgewater 


Louisville 
ate draft. 


His physical skills could land him a, top few 
| Derek Car 

| MW Offensive POY last year setting league mark with « ees coma yards, 
Brett Hundley (0. UCLA 

If he had layed as ne frosh, would Rick Neuheisel still be coaching? 


; poner US el Nonteearokna| 
TabIg-boy aan ai back to-back e 0-yard seasons. 
. | David Fales San Jose State 
His 4,193 yards, 33 TDs last season Srited Spartans into rare air. 
Jord: Sr. ___ Northern 
A ardent LIDS sc opotiaee but did FSU burst hi eel in bowl? 


Taylor Martinez Sr. Nebraska 
ena a 4, 200" total yards last sees0 still working on those mechanics. 


i alsh Oklahoma State 
fee aroha take his pick in the fall. | Noe “problem” to have. 4 
Casey Pachall Sr. TCU 
He’ il win back starting job and be back to his 2011 a 
“Stephen Morris § Miam 
an effective, efficient ek rew for Be yards last 

Devin Gardner Jr. Michigan 

Supremely athletic, and U-M will appreciate his passing chops. 

David Ash ure Texas 

“It’s his | team now, taking ownership of a new push= the-pace offense. — 

Chuckie Keeton Jr. Utah State 

bea 4,000 total yards last season; will see pete competition | this Neaie 

orShaw 
shares position, his all 
ein OGan 
mies ae he did for Stanford late last’ season; Sh tools, ‘it’ factor. 


then Urertas thetccls to aoe lke his predec jecessors. 
Jeff Driskel Jr. Florida 
It's not like he eccll t have ‘the tools. If UF's ae on oe a 
: "Cody Fajar ‘ajardo 
| No, we Ruste skaapamick, but Fajardo is am is: arn a dual t iam 
Brett Smith Jr. Wyoming 
| Looks like the teal deal, and he finished) 11th n nationally i in reff iciency. 


eeneone! Baer Bails pro 
career for chance at greatness 


has won 21 games in the 
past two seasons with Boyd 
leading the way. 

Indianapolis Colts 
tight end Dwayne Allen, 

a Close friend of Boyd's 
and a confidant during the QB’s decision-making process, left Clemson a year 
ago because he'd grown bored of the college thing and was ready for football to 
become a business. 

Ayear later, Boyd elected to stay in school because he's not ready for the 
business side of it. He’s still enjoying being The Man at Clemson, still loving the 
adulation from fellow students and fans in general, still invested not just in making 
himself better, but making his program better. 

And it’s probably not even in that order. Boyd was asked if this decision was 
money-driven or legacy-driven. Actually, neither. 

‘Team-driven, honestly,” he said. 

Boyd said he wants to be distinguished among the great quarterbacks, as 
anyone in his position would. But he believes that’s “for everybody else to judge” 
and is secondary to his prime objective. 

‘This team has an opportunity to be mentioned among the great teams,” 
he said. 

Amere two years ago, Boyd was a redshirt freshman backup who was 
inserted into the final two games against South Carolina and South Florida with 
Clemson facing big deficits. There wasn't much for anyone in orange to feel good 
about at that time, when the Tigers suffered their first losing season in 12 years. 

So sitting in the present, Boyd would be justified for feeling completely con- 
tent with what he’s accomplished so far. He's guided this program to back-to-back 
10-win seasons after Clemson went two decades without a double-digit win total. 

In 2011, he helped deliver the Tigers’ first ACC title since 1991, knocking off 
previous conference dominator Virginia Tech by a combined score of 61-13 in two 
meetings. 

And at the end of last season, Boyd helped lead Clemson to its biggest win 
in years with a 25-24 defeat of LSU, putting forth a gutsy performance in the face 
of constant pressure from perhaps the best defensive line in college football. 

Boyd has been a key figure in coach Dabo Swinney’s revitalization of 
Clemson football, the same program that often underachieved under former 
coach Tommy Bowden. 

Under third-year offensive coordinator Chad Morris and his cutting-edge 
offense, Boyd has thrown 69 touchdown passes in the past two seasons for an 
offense that has improved its points per game from 24 in 2010 to 33 in 2011 to 
41 last season. 

The 6-1, 225-pound Boyd will be looking to throw for more than 3,800 yards 
for the third consecutive season. He'll be looking to cut down on his intercep- 
tions (13 last season), focusing on footwork and decision-making. Improve those 
areas, and his draft stock — so-so after last season — will begin to rise. 

The Tigers finished 2012 with an 11-2 record and a top-10 ranking accord- 
ing to the coaches, their highest postseason ranking since 1990. Boyd still has 
visions of guiding this program into contention for a BCS title, the same vision 
Swinney shared with him in January 2009 when recruiting the quarterback while 
shooting baskets in Swinney’s driveway. 

“| love Clemson. | love college football,” Boyd said. 

“| think I'm good enough to go out and compete (in the NFL), but at the same 
time, I'm not ready to stop this right now.” 


Photo by Cal Sport Media via AP Images 


TAJH BOYD 


— Larry Williams 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


rocky offseason 


here was no Heisman launch for Ka'Deem Carey this spring. No touting 
of the nation’s leading rusher in 2012. No promotion for the first player in 
Arizona history to be a consensus All-American on offense. 
Just silence. 
It wasn't a very good offseason for Carey. 
After rushing for a school-record 1,929 yards, Carey had legal trouble with his 
pregnant ex-girlfriend and got kicked out of an Arizona home basketball game af- 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Ka'Deem Carey Jr. Arizona 
In RichRod’s offense, Carey should repeat : as nation's leading rusher. 


Lache Seastrunk Jr. Baylor 
Ran for 637 yards and 9.1 per set in final four games of last season, 


“Todd G Gurley Georgia 


Strong enough as true | frosh to handle’ rigors of SEC; nine 100-yard games. 


T.J. Yeldon So. Alabama 
Ripped the salty defenses of Georgia and Notre Dame to end last season. 


Bishop Sankey Jr. Washington 
Out of nowhere last season, 1,439 Pie sind an pet of flash. 


. | Duke Johnson 
| Freshman All- ‘America season included 9 977 viene on Ave 139 carries. 


Carlos F Hyde Sr. Ohio State 
Strong, healthy second half of last season eae ahuge 2013. 


Jeremy Hill an Sos 
Hill headlines LSU's 's still-deep cast or runners (sired Blue, Kenny Hilliard). 


De’Anthony Thomas Jr. Oregon 
Durable? Whatever. Such a thrill we’ _ list him here and at all-purpose. 


“Ameer Abdullah Nebraska 
| The clear No. 1 for Big Red now; ak oot games last season. 


Venric Mark Northwestern 
Super shifty skills {and 1,366 ya weet fit for Northwestern's offense. 


"Dri Arct Kent State 


Dri Archer 
Super ratum skills (see all- Breet also 1,429 rush yds, 9 percarry, 


Tre Mason Jr. Auburn 
Mason (1,002 yards) will provide giddy-up in Gus Malzahn’s hurry-up. 


Damien Williams Sr. Oklahom 
_Does Texas still have nightmares stot his 95-yard TD run rast season? 


John Hubert Kansas State 
Elusive at 5-7, he'll have a bigger brn without QB Collin Klein. 


James Sims Kan: 
_Led the Big 12 in rushing yards a game last season mn with 112.6. 


Keith Marshall So. Georgia 
The other half of "Gurshall,” he has ores ae skills. 


Silas Redd 
_ Ex-Nittany Lion further established as Bane: 1 pack S USC this year. 


Jonathan Gray So. Texas 
_ Living in ina crowded UT backfield, *S too talented to leave off this list. 


“Melvin Gordon Wisconsin 


Gordon or tag-teamer James White? ‘Gordon will be the breakout star. 


Charles Sims Sr. Houston “— 2 


His 6.6-yard career average é and receiving ability makes ‘him AAC's best. 


“Antonio Andrews Sr. Western Kentucky 
Rushed for 100 yards in 10 of last 11 « games of 2012 season. 


“Adam Muema Jr. San Diego State 
Can't argue with the numbers: 1,502 yards, 6. 2 per carry, 16 TDs. 


Storm Woods So. Oregon State 
Adding strength to handle more carries after 940-yard debut. 


Jeff Scott Sr. Ole Miss 
Rebels have something cooking with Scott and QB Bo Wallace. 


Not rated due to injury: Fitzgerald Toussaint, Michigan 
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Tea atnooee encounters 


ter a verbal altercation with 
a police officer. Coach Rich 
Rodriguez promptly put 
Carey on media lockdown 
through the spring, which, 
in turn, stalled the publicity 
campaign the university had ready, centered on a theme of “TeamKaDeem.” 

As for what it means for the fall ... well, it's basically a case of Keep Calm and 
Carey On. 

RichRod's prized junior went through spring ball, by the end of which he was 
facing a July court date for misdemeanor assault and disorderly conduct. The 
coach said Carey properly took care of business during spring practice, warning, 
“We've got close tabs on him. He knows that. He knows he made a mistake and 
he has to prove what kind of person he is.” 

Carey has too much at stake to blow it by being a knucklehead. 

He was the centerpiece to Mike Stoops’ final Arizona recruiting class in 2011, 
a local kid with a big reputation. He split carries as a true freshman, and then last 
year was unleashed in Rodriguez's fast-paced read-option offense, a space- 
creating attack perfect for Carey's style. 

He's not a straight-line blazer, but he has exceptional vision, following the 
blocking into the hole ... and then cutting past the first tackler. Off he goes. Nobody 
in the country had more carries of 10-plus yards (59) and 20-plus yards (23). 

Carey wears No. 25 — as did his uncle, Vance Johnson, a former Arizona 
star running back who gained greater fame as part of the Three Amigos receiving 
corps with the Denver Broncos. 

Rob Rang, a senior analyst for NFLDraftScout.com, studied Carey's perfor- 
mance in the New Mexico Bowl last season and was reminded of a different 
No, 25 — one who plays for the Philadelphia Eagles. 

“| was impressed to see him consistently make people miss and consistently 
turn nothing into 5-, 8-plus yard gains,” Rang said. “I mean, he’s dynamic. He 
looked like LeSean McCoy out there, bouncing back and forth. 

“There is no doubt that Rich Rodriguez's offense helps running backs, but the 
elusiveness Carey has — the starts and stops — he is fun to watch.” 

It was never more fun than when Carey embarrassed Colorado on Nov. 10. 
He carried 25 times, breaking the Pac-12 rushing record with 366 yards and tying 
a school record with five rushing touchdowns. You might call it a Ka’Dream day. It 
was the ninth-best single-game rushing total in NCAA history, 40 behind the record 
held by TCU's LaDainian Tomlinson. 

He averaged 6.4 yards per carry and set a school record with 23 rushing 
touchdowns. He dearly wanted 2,000 yards, falling short despite an epic run of 
914 yards jn his final four games. 

Carey has the quick feet you would expect from a back of his size (5-10, 

196) and the power — or just the sheer determination — of someone 20 pounds 
heavier. RichRod says Carey “runs angry.” 

Offensive coordinator Calvin Magee adds that Carey also runs smart. During 
2012 fall camp, Carey learned to stop freelancing and start trusting the design of 
the play. 

“He started really seeing and being on the same page with what the line is 
trying to do on run plays,” Magee said. 

“And when you understand that, you understand why you can’t just see gaps 
and what we call ‘take the cheese.’ Don't take the cheese by seeing holes that 
aren't there. Stay disciplined to your reads.” 

Now it is up to Carey to stay disciplined off the field. 

Carey didn't always follow Rodriguez's offseason advice of “stay humble, stay 
hungry.” There was nothing to suggest, though, that Carey couldn't find redemp- 
tion in the fall. 

Keep that Heisman campaign ready. 


Photo by Mark J. Rebilas-USA TODAY Sports 


Ka’DEEM CAREY 


— Anthony Gimino 
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RECEIVERS 


Defense, too? Motivated Lee 
has more to do at USC 


he day Robert Woods set the USC record for career receptions, his 
longtime teammate, roommate and close friend, fellow wide receiver 
Marqise Lee, offered congratulations and issued a promise. 

“I'm going to break the record next year,” Lee said. 


No doubt. 


TOP WIDE RECEIVERS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Marqise Lee Jr. usc 
2012 Biletnikoff winner more dangerous than anybody after the catch. 


Amari Coope So. Alabama 
One rival coach told us, “He’ s like Jerry Rice. You can't cover him.” 


Sammy Watkins Jr. Clemson 
It's bounce-back time. Remember his 82 receptions, 1,219 yards as frosh, 


_ Jordan Matthews Sr. Vanderbilt 
Helping lead Vandy surge: 94 catches for 1,323 yards, 8 TDs in 2012. 


Josh Stewart UE as Okial 


Oklahoma State 
Some OSU QB can count on him — a lot. Made 101 catches last season. 


Mike Evans So. Texas A&M 
| Johnny Football's go-to guy, with 82 catches for 1,105 yards last year. 


Cody Hoffman BYU 


Sr. BYU 
Great size and production; will be top pass-catcher in school history. 


Brandin Cooks Jr. Oregon State — 
Will be dynamite big-play No. 1 guy now that Markus Wheaton is gone. 


-Tevin Reese Baylor 


Sr. 
That speed in that offense? Watch him fly in 2013. 


Davante Adams So. Fresno State _ 
Record- breaking debut season with 102 02 catches, 1,312 yards, 14 TDs. 


Eric Ward Sr. TexasTech 


Has 166 catches, » with 2s 23 touchdowns, in in the past two seasons. — 


‘Mike Davis Sr. Texas 
Development of QB David Ash will push Davis well past 1,000 yards. 


DeVante Parker oe Ses 


Louisville 


Jr. 
Teddy Bridgewater's favorite target; 18.6 ypc and 10 TDs last year. 


Kasen Williams Jr. Washington 
Former big- -time recruit can make the jump to elite after 77-catch catch season. 


Jared Abbrederis Sr. Wisconsin 

Love the career average of 16.7 yards per reception. == 

Kenny Bell Jr. Nebraska 

Made eight TD catches last season — all were from 25 yards or more. 
Donte Moncrief Jr. Ole Miss 

Strong finish to 2012, with 27 catches, 439 yards, 5 TDs in last four games. 


Noel Grigsby Sr. San Jose State 
One of college football's most a receivers in past three-year span. 


Allen Robinson Penn State 


More than ever, needs to be team ‘eaks after 1,000-yard season. _ 


Dorial Green-Beckham So. Missouri 


Freak athlete, former top recruit, primed for huge season on the outside. 


Not rated due to injury: Austin Hill, Arizona 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Austin Seferian-Jenkins Jr. Washington 
Just needs to stay out of trouble off field; rest will take care of itself. 


Jacob Pedersen Sr. ‘Wisconsin 
Big Ten is flush at TE; Pedersen was first-team coaches! pick in 2012. 


Chris Coyle Sr. Arizona State 
Overshadowed i in league last season, even with 57 catches for 696 yards. — 


Devin Funchess So. Michigan pt < 
Betting on the future; most athletic potential among Big Ten tight ends. 


Kyle Carter So. Penn State 


Bill O’Brien knows a few things about how to use a TE. 
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Woods caught 252 
passes before leaving 
after his junior season. 
Lee already has 191 
receptions. 

Basically, it wouldn't 
be wise to ever bet against Lee doing anything. 

He won the Biletnikoff Award last year in a breakthrough season that 
included a Pac-12 record 345 yards receiving against Arizona. Lee, by virtue 
of his All-America status, earned the right for a plaque bearing his likeness to 
be mounted at USC during the offseason. 

“!'ve got to really compete to make sure and let everybody know why 
| should be on the wall with those great players,” he said. 

What can Lee do to surpass his magical 2012, when he caught 118 
passes for 1,721 yards and 14 touchdowns? The answer could be playing 
defense. With the Trojans’ secondary struggling in the spring, coach Lane 
Kiffin said he might let Lee play some cornerback. 

“| know | can do it,” Lee said. “Maybe not every play or anything like that, 
but | can do spot duty. If they want me to, I'm willing to do it. | would have 
done it last season, too.” 

Lee lined up at safety for one play last season, but the opposing team re- 
ceived a delay- of-game penalty, and he never played defense again. Perhaps 
one reason the junior is up for anything is because this is expected to be his 
last season before departing for the NFL. 

“My time will come around,” Lee said. 

The only thing that might stop Lee is whether USC's new quarterback can 
get him the ball as often as Matt Barkley did in 2012. Lee worked with Max 
Wittek, Cody Kessler and Max Browne in the spring. 

“To tell you the truth, the one | feel most comfortable with right now is 
(Wittek) because he played two games last year,” Lee said. 

As long as the new quarterback is competent and feeds him the ball, Lee 
will be among the frontrunners for the Heisman Trophy. Even though some criti- 
cized USC's offense for focusing too much on Lee, he will still be its focal point. 

“At times, we focused too much on him ... and we took away from other 
great playmakers like Robert and our tight ends, who were phenomenal play- 
ers,” Barkley said. “Defenses saw that and kind of overcrowded Marqise. He 
still managed to make plays.” 

Too much focus on Lee? 

Kiffin responded by saying, “I don't think that's true.” 

He also compared Lee to basketball superstars like LeBron James and 
said you can never get players like that enough touches. Kiffin is well aware of 
how easily Lee sheds or fakes-out tacklers after making catches. 

“I've only seen two skill guys like that ever,” Kiffin said. 

One, he said, was USC’s Reggie Bush. 

The other is Lee. 

One thing Kiffin does not need to worry about is Lee becoming too cocky 
or complacent to give his all for the Trojans. Even though Lee had that epic 
day against Arizona — he caught 16 passes for those 345 yards, scored two 
touchdowns, snagged a two-point conversion and returned a kickoff 72 yards 
— he left the field in tears. 

Lee was distraught atter failing to catch a Hail Mary pass on the final play 
of a 39-36 loss in Tucson. 

“| always expect to catch the ball,” Lee said. 

That mindset continued into the spring, when Lee issued another promise 
for 2013. 

“| will not drop a pass this season,” he said. “And if for some reason, | do 
drop one, that's it. | will not drop another one.” 


Photo by Dave Sizer 


MARQISE LEE 


— Scott Wolf 
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OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


a 


Worth the wait? Wolverines Lewan 
not worried about looking ‘stupid’ 


aylor Lewan knows how his scouting report reads. He’s been reminded 
countless times that he supposedly made a mistake by turning his back 
on the millions the NFL had to offer him this year. 


Following a stellar junior season in which he earned All-America honors, the 


TOP CENTERS 


. RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Gabe Ikard Sr. Oklahoma 
Two-time All-Big 12 performer will show the way for new OU QB. 


Travis Swanson Sr. Arkansas 
Bielema: Swanson potentially better than first-rounder Travis Frederick. 


Hroniss Grasu Jr. Oregon 
Was a first-team All-Pac-12 pick as a sophomore for always-good line. 


Bryan Stork Sr. Florida State 
Has 27 career starts and was a second-team All-ACC selection last season. 


B.J. Finney Jr. Kansas State 
Team captain is one of college’s best walk-on-makes-good stories. 


Russell Bodine . r. North Carolina 
He and ai James Hurst give the Heels two all-stars on the line. 


Zac Keri Sr. Toledo 
First-team "All MAC last season; we hear MAC OLs can be pretty good. 


Isaac Seumalo Oregon State 


So. 
Was a revelation as true freshman; Oregon State's line is strong. 


TOP GUARDS 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Cyril Richardson Sr. Baylor 
Says Baylor coach Art Briles: “Such complete doerination every snap.” 


David Yankey Sr. Stanford 
Moves from left tackle to his more natural position of left guard this year. 


Spencer Long Sr. Nebraska 
Second-team AP All-American last season; academic star, too. 


Gabe Jackson Sr. Mississippi State 
Has started 39 consecutive games; was second-team All-SEC in 2012. 


Anthony Steen Sr. Alabam: 
The film review says he was not responsible for seipobee a sack in 2012. 


Xavier Su’a-Filo Jr. UCLA 
His return from church mission last season gave UCLA line needed bite. 


Andrew Norwell Sr. Ohio State 
Big Ten first-teamer is one of four returning starters on Buckeyes’ line. 


John Urschel Sr. Penn State 
First-team All-Big Ten; now a grad student math whiz with 4.0 GPA. 


TOP TACKLES 
CLASS COLLEGE 
Taylor Lewan Sr. Michigan 
Leader of U-M's “Muzzy Maulers;” be the blocking, not the mustaches. 


Jake Matthews Texas A&M 
Moving to left side will enhance abicacy sky-high draft stock. 


James Hurst Sr. North Carolina 

Was the top tackle in the ACC last season, will be again. 

Zack Martin Sr. Notre Dame 

A key holdover from one of best aes Dame lines of recent times. 

Tiny Richardson Tenness! 

With that nickname he’s gotta be big ce -6, 332); 2nd-team "Al SEC in 2012. 
Cyrus Kouandjio dr. Alabama 

Watch him become yet another Alabama OL to be a really high draft pick. 
Brandon Thomas Sr. Clemson 

Every star QB (Tajh Boyd) should have an all-league LT like Thomas. 


Ja’Wuan James Sr. Tennessee 
Easy to misspell his first name, not so easy to get past him to the QB. 
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6-8, 309-pound left tackle 
was widely projected as a 
first-round lock, with many 
top draft experts planting 
him firmly among their top 
10 picks. 

But opinions about him quickly changed when he announced in January that 
he'd return to Michigan for his senior season, with hopes of helping deliver the 
Wolverines’ first Big Ten championship since 2004. 

Suddenly, the somewhat zany offensive lineman was painted as someone 
who had zoomed past colorful and right into crazy territory. Total strangers offered 
their two cents, including one woman who approached Lewan and his father at 
a local grocery store to tell the tackle he had made a mistake. 

She wasn't alone. 

“It was above a baker's dozen,” Lewan said when asked how many people 
had questioned his decision-making. “But I'm not too worried about that. If | do the 
job I'm supposed to do, | won't be looking too stupid for much longer.” 

Lewan will anchor a Michigan offensive line that will have three new starters 
this fall. Once known for his inconsistent play and penchant for penalties, he is 
now considered a mentor, helping bring along new members of a fraternity of 
linemen steeped in Michigan tradition. Lewan says he will play with a mauler's 
mentality. 

He led the band of brothers that called themselves the “Muzzy Maulers” in 
the spring, a nod to their style of play ... as well as their mustaches and facial hair. 

Being able to pass the torch, as it was passed to him by former Wolverines 
standouts like former No. 1 NFL pick Jake Long, was part of the reason Lewan 
chose to return. 

Michigan coach Brady Hoke said the choice isn’t one that just impacts 
Michigan, but will also ultimately benefit Lewan, who, barring injury, should be 
among the top picks in the 2014 NFL Draft. Lewan draws comparisons to Central 
Michigan's Eric Fisher and Texas A&M's Luke Joeckel, the top two picks in the 
2013 draft, respectively. 

While he chases the Big Ten championship, Lewan will continue to hone his 
game. He'll attempt to perfect blocking techniques and to deal with the double- 
teams, while also continuing to enjoy a college experience he says he would have 
missed out on had he left for the NFL this year. 

Hoke noticed a difference after Lewan declared he would finish his college 
career with the Wolverines. 

“From a field standpoint, he’s a better technician, and that’s one of the things 
he wanted to get flawless at,” Hoke said. 

“From a leadership and maturity standpoint, | think he’s grown leaps and 
bounds, and that that’s the exciting part. He’s demonstrating how to do things, 
instead of ... just talking about it.” 

Lewan expects some to continue to doubt his motives for returning for one 
final season. He has built for the future, taking out an insurance policy in case of 
injury, but will play with the fervor for which he's become known. 

Lewan will focus on leaving Michigan on his terms. If he fulfills his tasks, he 
says the rest will take care of itself, including the millions that come with being 
a first-round draft pick. 

If people don’t get that, Lewan says, so be it. 

“You can go through your whole life and you go in the NFL and do all these 
great things that hopefully | can do in the future,” Lewan said. 

“But (unless) you put a winged helmet on and play the game of football in 
the Big House and you have 115,000 fans cheering for you every game — if you 
haven't played football at Michigan — you're not going to understand at all why 
| chose to stay.” 


Photo by AP Photo/Carlos Osorio 


TAYLOR LEWAN 


— Jeff Arnold 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


ill Sutton was such a force on Arizona State's defensive line last season 
that one Pac-12 coach wished aloud that Sutton’s next game should 
be on a Sunday. Sutton finished as the Pac-12 Pat Tillman Defensive 
Player of the Year and a consensus All-American. In short, he was good, really 
good. 
Still, the NFL will have to wait a year. 
Sutton announced in January that he planned to return for his senior season. 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


CLASS COLLEGE 
South Carolina 


| RK NAME 


Jadeveon Clowney Jr. 
And with the first pick of the 2014 NFL Draft ... 


Stephon Tuitt Jr. Notre 
A 300-plus pound end in a 3-4 semen he had 12 pts last season. 


Jackson Jeffcoat Tex 
Limited to six games in ‘12 (pec); a 's boy had 2 TFLs as a sophomore, 


Devonte Fields TCU 
Was Big 12 Defensive Freshman ott the Year after 18.5 TFLs, 10 sacks. 


James Gayle Sr. Virginia Tech 
A known quantity (two-time secon team All- eel who had big spring. 


Scott Crichton in State 
One of two sophomores to make fist toon Apacs poss in “12. 


Henry Anderson Jr. Stanford 
Made plays in big games (2.5 TFL vs. Oregon); was a beast late in season. 


Ed Stinson Sr. Alabama 
He's now the old guy and up-front ae fr Mabame's elite D. 


Deion Barnes Penn State 
The Big Ten's freak of freaks; cous be next great defender at Penn State. 


‘Ben Gardner Stanford 
Gardner and Henry Anderson — ors chee for loss last season. 


Demarcus Lawrence Boise State 
A big hit his first year out of JC ee This, 9.5 = soe two suspensions. 


Dante Fowler 
Rising star is leaner, freakier. Check i in‘14to see hin Tear top of this list. 


Jeremiah Attaochu Georgia Tech 


Age 
In the mold of a classic edge rush er, Moving from OB to end in 2013. 
Kareem Martin Sr. North Carolina 
His 15.5 tackles for loss helped him eam second-team All-ACC honors. 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


} RK NAME CLASS _ COLLEGE 
Will Sutton 


Sr. Arizona State 
eoaees with inside quickness, a he'll be stronger this season, too. 
Louis Ni Notre pene: 
once sald anchor helped ND aut hs tun ... until Alabama 
Anthony Johnson LSU 
Had 10 TFLs, mostly as backup. atl 18u, great keeps replacing great. 
Aaron Donald Pittsburgh 

He'll go from All-Big East to AILAGE? 34,5 TFLs in past two years. 
Calvin Barnett __ Sr Oklahoma State 
Back to be Big 12's top interior DL; just stay a from those penalties. 


Dominique Easley Sr. lorida 
Moving to the i terior this season after leading | Sawer in sacks. 


Timmy Jernigan Jr. Florida State 

Earned second-team All-ACC neo while a backup on FSU’s great DL. 
Beau Allen Wisconsin 

At 335 pounds, he was made to et the nose in Badgers’s new 3-4. 
Roosevelt Nix Sr. Kent State 

Nix will be trying to make it 4-for-4 on first-team All-MAC selections. 


Kerry Hyder Sr. Texas Tech 
Eamed second-team All-Big 12 mention (14 TFLs, 5.5 sacks). 


ASU's NFL-ready defensive tackle 
back, and better, for 2013 


But don’t expect him to be 
the same player he was 
last year. 

“He's better now than 
he was in the fall," ASU 
second-year coach Todd 
Graham said after the spring game, “and that’s exciting.” 

And for the rest of the Pac-12, it has to be somewhat frightening. 

Sutton had been solid for most of his career, but last season’he was a breakout 
star. With ASU moving him around to take advantage of mismatches, Sutton posted 
23.5 tackles for loss and 13 sacks despite missing most of two games with a knee 
injury. His per-game averages in those categories ranked in the top three nationally, 
impressive for a defensive tackle. 

Sutton, however, says he can't help but think about the quarterbacks he missed. 

“Last year, | probably missed eight (sacks),” he said. “If | don’t miss eight, 
| probably walk away with 20-something.” 

This season, Graham's expectations of Sutton don't stop with performance; 
he wants to see leadership, His philosophy: The better the player, the higher the 
standard. 

Sutton has never been hard to find. On Game Day, he’s among the first out of 
the Tillman Tunnel at Sun Devil Stadium, pumping his arms to get fans involved. 

But at practice and in the weight room, he’s not the rah-rah type, one demanding 
more from teammates or setting the tone. He'd rather just make a play and let his 
teammates feed off it. 

“They want me to be a little more vocal, but it’s hard to change somebody with 
a flip of a coin,” Sutton said. “But I'm working on it, trying to see how itis. It’s a little 
uncomfortable.” 

The son of former NFL defensive back Mickey Sutton, Will has tried to avoid 
the spotlight. Although polite, he doesn't enjoy media interviews or the attention that 
comes with being the big man on campus. When going out with friends, they often 
tell him, “Man, you better tell people who you are.” 

Sutton’s response: “Nah, I'm good.” 

But word is spreading. 

“Yeah, | can't go anywhere,” Sutton said. “I go out to Red Robin and the wait- 
resses are asking me for a picture and stuff. It's cool. | ain't going to lie. | just wanted 
a bite to eat, but | take it all in. It comes with the territory. | just got to stay humble, 
that's the main thing.” 

The 6-1 Sutton has work to do physically. Last year, he played most of the sea- 
son at about 285 pounds. ASU director of strength and conditioning Shawn Griswold 
would like another 10. Last season, Sutton bench-pressed 225 pounds 20 times. 
Although ASU doesn't really train to max out on the bench press, Griswold is looking 
for another eight reps from the defensive tackle. 

It's all part of making Sutton better, putting him in position to trump his junior 
season, which was among the best in school history. Graham already has seen 
progress. 

Near the end of spring practice, he gave Sutton a camouflaged PT42 jersey, 
an honor Graham created in recognition of Tillman, who played at ASU from 1994 
to 1997. Those who excel in all areas, on and off the field, get to wear the jersey in 
practice. 

“He's been bringing it every day,” Graham said at the time. “He's coaching other 
guys. He's telling (them), ‘This is not acceptable.’ He didn't do that last year. He was 
a great player, but he didn’t do all those things.” 

Sutton says he'll do whatever's needed. 

“The bar is set a lot higher than it was last year,” he said. “That's not just for me, 
but for everybody. It just happens that mine has to be higher than everybody else’s. 

“| accept the challenge. I’m not scared.” 


Photo by Cary Edmondson-USA TODAY Sports 


WILL SUTTON 


— Doug Haller 
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in the BCS national championship game, C.J. Mosley landed on a 
surgeon's table, He'd played through some nagging pain in his right 
shoulder — the one he used on a number of his team-best 107 tackles — 
and it needed to be fixed. 
The shoulder wasn’t fully healed by the start of spring practice, nor was 
it by the time the Crimson Tide played its spring game. But the shoulder did 


A few days after he led Alabama's defense in a rout of Notre Dame 


TOP INSIDE LINEBACKERS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


C.J. Mosley . Alabama 
Was the MVP for the national champship team; can’t beat that. 


"Shayne Skov Sr. Stanford 
If we use ‘heart and soul’ once in the magazine, let us use it here. 


AJ. Johnson So. ~_ Tennessee 


So. 
Wants more big plays, but his SEC- best 138 tackles made an impact. 


Chris Borland dr. Wisconsin 
First-team All-Big Ten player with 247 tackles in the past two seasons. 
Max Bullough Sr. Michigan State 
Never gets cheated by a lack of effort; made 111 stops last year. 
Yawin Smallwood Jr. UConn 

His All-Big East season included 15 tackles for loss. 

Eric Kendricks Jr. UCLA 

Looking more like brother Mychal, 2011 league def. POY (now with Eagles). _ 
Greg Blair Sr. Cincinnati 

First-team All-Big East for a defense that allowed ae 17.2 ppg. 


Bryce Hager Jr. Bayl 
Part of the hope for an improved Bears D after leading Big = in tackles. 


Jack Tyler Virginia Tec! 


Sr. 
Defensive cornerstone for Hokies, leading t team with 119 fest in 2012. 


Andrew Jackson Sr. Western Kentucky 
Big, strong run-stuffer who is being watched carefully by the pros. 


James Morris Jr. lowa 
Part of a senior crew of linebackers that leads Hawkeyes. 


TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


"Anthony Barr eet Eo ie 
That Jim Mora is pretty smart, moving Barr from RB in spring 2012. 
Kyle Van Noy Sr. BYU 
Bowl performance vs. SDSU, including | two TDs, was absolutely epic. 
Ryan Shazier Jr. Ohio State 
Leading candidate for Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year, 
TrentMurphy Sr. Stanford 
Stanford led Coury with 124 tackles for loss. He had 18 of them. 
Prince Shembo Sr. _— Notre Dame 
Gives ND a play-making pass rusher, standing up or as down lineman. 
‘Denzel Nkemdiche So. Ole Mis: 

So dang quick, makes plays everywhere, Younger bro ea play, too, right? 
Adrian Hubbard Jr. Alabama 
He’s the guy who Alabama will turn loose to get after the QB. 

“Morgan Breslin Sr. — USC 
He's an OLB (not DE) in USC's new front. Had 14.5 sacks last season. 
Denzel Perryman Jr. Miami 
Added about 20 pounds and is ready for Halle oh ate season. 
‘Christian Jones Sr. ja Stat 
Was leading tackler (95) for elite F FSU D, which an 1k Ge this year, 
Shaq Thompson ROO Washington 
Still dabbling in pro baseball, but future is as a rangy, ballhawk. 


Carl Bradford Jr. Arizona State 
Came up 20.5 tackles for loss as the attacking ‘Devilbacker.’ 
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‘Shoulder surgery fails to slow 
down Tide’s leading tackler 


little to hold back the athletic 
inside linebacker from 

both an on-field and off- 
the-field perspective. 

The black, non-contact 
jersey Mosley wore didn't 
stop him from intercepting 
a pass in Alabama's first 
scrimmage or leading all 
defenders with nine tackles during the A-Day Game. And it certainly mattered 
little when it pertained to the enhanced leadership role Mosley has embraced 
heading into a senior year many thought would never happen. 

“When you look at a guy that’s done everything he's done so far and 
knows the defense like he knows it right now,” junior safety Vinnie Sunseri said, 
“you've got to understand that he's the guy you look to during the game, that 
he's going to let us know that we're going to come through and persevere, and 
we're going to do certain things. 

“I'm just excited to see him back in action.” 

Without much ceremony, Mosley announced in December that he would 
return for his senior season at Alabama. Though some projected the Butkus 
Award finalist to be a first-round talent, Mosley said he wasn’t leaving Alabama 
until he had his degree. 

It was that simple. 

“| just felt like | haven't accomplished everything that | could as far as play- 
ing football,” Mosley said. “I just wanted to make sure that when | leave school 
| don't have any regrets.” 

With Nico Johnson gone to the NFL, Mosley’s on-field role promises to ex- 
pand. Though he was far and away the team’s leader in tackles, Mosley wasn't 
an every-down player. He started just nine games and primarily picked up his 
tackles out of Alabama's nickel and dime defenses. Granted, Alabama plays 
a lot of nickel and dime, but, more often than not, Mosley was on the sidelines 
when the Crimson Tide played out of its base. 

Mosley often joked throughout the season that he was hoping to pick up 
some snaps out of the base defense. Now, he's serious about it. 

“When you have to step up, you have to step up,” Mosley said. “Now, 
| have to fill his shoes and fill some of the shoes of the other players, and do 
what | have to do to help this team and the defense.” 

As good as he is on the field, Mosley might help Alabama more by what he 
does away from it. 

Soft-spoken, Mosley is admittedly a “lead by example” kind of player. As a 
junior, he was a prominent member of Alabama's leadership group, but he left 
the shouting and rally cries to players like Johnson and defensive end Damion 
Square. 

But when four Crimson Tide players were arrested and kicked off the team 
in February for their roles in multiple incidents of second-degree robbery and 
credit card fraud, it was Mosley's time to send a message to his teammates. 
He admittedly didn’t say much because “the incident spoke for itself,” but the 
younger players needed to hear something. 

When it came from someone like Mosley, it meant a lot. It was exactly what 
quarterback AJ McCarron, who has known Mosley since he was in high school, 
had been waiting to see. 

“Him, coming out of his shell, | guess you could say, becoming more of a 
vocal leader for the defense, has been huge,” McCarron said. “It's going to be 
huge toward our success as the season goes on, so we're going to need him to 
keep growing as a leader and keep pushing those guys. 

“He doesn't take it easy, but he does it in a different way, as in teaching 
them how to do the right things. | think sometimes he has to keep pushing them, 
but he's done a great job so far.” 


C. J. MOSLEY 


— Andrew Gribble 
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is it ready for him? 


| t wasn't until six years ago that a sophomore won a Heisman (Tim Tebow, 


2007). We were almost desensitized when a freshman won it (Johnny Manziel). 


So, why can’ta defensive player win the Heisman? 
“I believe | can win it,” said Ohio State All-Big Ten cornerback Bradley Roby. 
Deep in their hearts, so do a lot of defensive players these days. 
Whatever, they're all chasing Michigan cornerback Charles Woodson, who 
helped his 1997 candidacy by returning punts and catching a few passes. 


TOP CORNERBACKS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Bradley Roby Jr. Ohio State 
His pis punt oe TD last year just — sa ay him to talk about. 
Jason Verre 
| Returni Al-Atnetican with bi ‘skills we ee from Frogs’ D. 


' Lamarcus Joyner Florida S| State 
Move to corner went well this spring aie 2012 All-ACC sey 


Aaron Colvin Sr. “Oklaho 
Nearly joined a pair of secondary mates in jumping erty to the NFL. 


Louicheiz Purifoy Jr. Florida 
Electric c athlete will f have a 1 package of of plays on offense, too. 


_ Ifo Ekpre-Olomu Oregon 


dr. 
_ Fearless corner who forced six fumbles last season. 


Darqueze Dennard Sr. Michigan State 
Third-year starter will be going for venice bent All-Big Ten honors. 
Damian Swann Georgia 

Tops cov rea forbade lercvets FY Dae win over Florida. 


E.J. Gaines Sr. Missouri 
Was All-Big-12 i in 2011. More i meee Being! sae in 2013. 


Ross Cockrell / 
| Received most points among CBs a Voting for Beast team last year. 


Bene Benwikere Sr. San Jose State 
|_ Huge pi playmaker in second half of = ended with 7 INT, 7.5 TFLs. 


wanes Sawy ae _ Ole Miss 


‘TOP SAFETIES 


4 
) RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Ed Reynolds Sr. Stanford 
Was thd: team AP All-American = season; six interceptions. 


2. | Ty Zimmerman Kansas State 
_ Knows his way around Big 12; foucer starter and all-league member. 


3. Craig Loston Sr. LSU 
Not every LSU junior tuned pro. ven began to hit perenta in 2012. 


4. | Ha Ha Clinton-Dix Alabam 
Picked off team-high five passes ae season, ‘including on vs. Irish. 
Hakeem Smith Sr. ‘Louisville 
Been on three All-Big East teams; se for oes aA Calvin Pryor, too. 


Dion Bailey 7 Tt 
Might be a S, not an OLB, irioneeenerne: production willbe ther. 


Alden Darby Sr. Arizona State 
He and CB Osahon Irabor lead fos defense that was third in nation. 


Ibraheim Campbell Northwestern 
Third-year starter and a leader for the rising Wildcats. 


" Deone Bucannon Sr. Washington State 
One of the most experienced ill in Pac-12: 270 tackles. 


Nickoe Whitley Mississippi State 
Excellent in romtig up to play the ai from his free safety Spot. 
Kenny Ladler Sr. Vanderbilt 

Ladler and Vandy CB Andre | Hal = as one of best DB combos in SEC. 


Derron Smith _ Fresno State 


j Free safety was all-league i in ein secondary that featured Philip Thomas. 


Roby’s ready for Heisman, but 
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This year, South s 
Carolina defensive end 5 
Jadeveon Clowney goes 2 
in as a preseason favorite. & 


Why not Roby? 

Well, let the junior 
explain it. The kid can talk. 

“Last year was a trailer,” he said of Ohio State’s 2012 undefeated bowl- 
banned season. “It was a sneak preview.” 

He can also play. Roby is coming off a season in which he led the nation in 
passes defended (19) playing for the 12-0 Bucks. He also earned first-team All-Big 
Ten honors. One problem. If there is a designated Heisman candidate for the 
Buckeyes, it has to be quarterback Braxton Miller. 

OK, so that’s one big problem. 

“| feel like the Heisman is the best player on the best team,” Roby said. “If we 
all did good, they'd give it (to) Braxton before they'd give it to me. ... That's how 
those awards are. That's why | want to go after the defensive ones.” 

That would be the Thorpe Award, given to the nation’s best defensive back. 
The only Big Ten player to win the Thorpe since 2000 was Ohio State’s Malcolm 
Jenkins in 2008. 

“Comer is probably the second-hardest position to play,” Roby said. “It’s the 
only position on the field where everybody sees your mistakes. This year I'm focus- 
ing on the picks. | want the picks. | want the ball. | want to change the game alll the 
way around.” 

Somewhere Deion is smiling. 

Roby, from Suwanee, Ga., has that live-for-the-next play mentality, perfect for a 
comer. In the footballl facility, his name is atop a board of the fastest Buckeyes in the 
40-yard dash (4.26 seconds). Still, he spent part of the offseason in Urban Meyer's 
leadership class that included Miller, the Big Ten Offensive Player of the Year. 

“| took football very selfish my first couple of years,” Roby said. “I was worried 
about myself.” 

Now? Roby refers to last year's Sept. 29 game at Michigan State. Before 
Meyer's first Big Ten road game with Ohio State, the coach stopped the pregame 
Meal to propose a toast — a toast where Meyer asked players to “rip your chest 
open. Hand us your heart. Let us coach you.” 

“L ain't going to lie,” Roby said. “First I'm like, ‘What is this dude talking about? 
| just want to eat, go back to the hotel, chill out.’ 

“But it was a serious conversation. ‘If you're all in and really believe in what 
we're saying, toast with me.” 

Ohio State won a brutal, grinder of a one-point decision in East Lansing that 
day. A culture may have been born. It certainly has been memorialized. Meyer has 
saluted that 2012 team at every turn within the football complex. Banners, posters, 
team photos. Yes, even rings. 

“| feel like we do deserve a ring,” Roby said. “We won every game. What are 
you supposed to do?” 

Ohio State feels like champs, and so does Roby. The Heisman talk is a 
byproduct of that. But he’s going to have to look a lot like Woodson to get some 
Heisman love. 

“Coaches have to be in a place where they're comfortable putting you on the 
other side of the ball (offense),” Roby said. 

“Clowney’s a good player, but they're not going to give the Heisman to 
a D-end,” he added. “You always run away from a defensive end. You always 
throw to a different side for a corner. As a quarterback, you're always the center 
of attention. You're always able to produce.” 

That doesn't mean Roby can't win the Heisman. Ask him. 


BRADLEY ROBY 


— Dennis Dodd 
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and ‘watch him go’ 


Sg ake your pick of highlights from Stefon Diggs. 
I There was the spectacular diving, one-handed catch against Florida 
i State, the tiptoe down the sideline for a huge gain against Wake Forest, 
and the Superman-like leap into the end zone vs. West Virginia. 


COLLEGE 


Cairo Santos Sr. Tulane 
Accurate (21 of 21 on FGs) with range (57 yards). What else is there? 


“Chris Boswell Sr. Rice 
Nobody in the country can match this: He was 6 of 8 from 50-plus. 


CLASS 


Jeff Budzien ‘Sr. Northwestern 
His only miss in 20 field goal attempts was from 53 yards. 
Brendan Gibbons Sr. Michigan 
Went 16 of 18, beat rival Michigan State from 38 yards in final seconds. 
Michael Hunnicutt Jr. Oklahoma 
Gives Bob Stoops a peaceful feeling: is 38 of 45 in first two years. 
Ross Martin So. Duke 
Promising start: 18 of 20 and did not miss in six tries beyond 40. 
Carey Spear Sr. Vanderbilt 


Hit school-record 20 FGs; bonus points for big hits on kick coverage. 


TOP PUNTERS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Kyle Christy Jr. ‘Florida 
He helped Gators’ stingy D with school-record average 45.7 yards. 
Richie Leone Sr. Houston 

t A third of his 60 punts went for 50-plus yards. ; 
Will Monday Fr. Duke 
He was the All-ACC punter as a rookie, averaging 44.6 yards. _ 
Kirby Van Der Kamp Sr. lowa State 
Was one of 10 semifinalists last season for Ray Guy Award. 
Ethan Perry So. TCU 


TCU is set with Perry and fellow sophomore at PK, Jaden Oberkrom. 


Mike Sadler Jr. Michigan State 

The 2012 All-Big Ten punter; one of the best at placement. 

Darragh O'Neill Jr. Colorado 

Well, he did get a lot of practice; 76 attempts among most in nation. 

Cody Mandell Sr. Alabama 

Because on top of everything else, Bama needs 44.3-yard punting average. 


MmALL FAIIMMNncocoec | 

\LL PURPOSE — 
CLASS COLLEGE 

De’Anthony Thomas cine Oregon 

He could win the Heisman. If he gets enough touches, watch out. 

Stefon Diggs So. Maryland 

Did somebody say “touches?” Get this guy the ball. 


Tyler Lockett Jr. Kansas State 
Has four kick return TDs in two years, plus impact in passing game. 
Justin Gilbert Sr. Oklahoma State 


Experienced comer with five career kick return touchdowns. 


Antonio Andrews Sr. Western Kentucky 
Yeah, he’s on our RB list, too, but this is where he excels (3,161 AP yards). 
Marcus Murphy Jr. Missouri 

Scored four times on returns, could be Tigers’ No. 1 tailback. 

Trey Watts Sr. Tulsa 

Had 1,108 yards rushing, and one score each on a punt and kick return. 


Brendan Bigelow Jr. Cal 
Taking a flyer on a flyer: Sonny Dykes just has to figure out how to use him. 
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Terps’ plan: Give Diggs ball 


The Maryland wide 
receiver looked like an 
Olympic sprinter as he left 
the coverage unit in the dust 
on a 100-yard kickoff return 
against Virginia. He used 
every bit of his 32-inch verti- 
cal leap to climb the ladder and snare a high pass against Wake Forest. 

There were countless times last season when the fabulous true freshman 
made defenders look silly with his vast array of moves. The 6-1, 185-pound speed- 
ster can change directions without slowing down. He has the fast hips and wiggle 
that leave would-be tacklers grasping for air. 

“Stefon is a special, special player. He’s just a flat-out playmaker. Get him the 
ball and watch him go,” said Maryland tailback Wes Brown, also a teammate of 
Diggs at Good Counsel High in Olney, Md. 

Maryland would like to find even more ways to put the ball in the hands of 
Diggs after seeing what he did in 2012. Despite playing with a nonstop rotation of 
young, inexperienced quarterbacks due to an incredible string of injuries, Diggs led 
Maryland in receptions (54), receiving yards (848) and touchdown catches (six). He 
helped define the term “yards after catch” by repeatedly turning short completions 
into long gains. 

| anticipated Stefon being productive and doing some of the things we've 
seen him do, but maybe didn't realize how much further along he was in terms of 
development,” Maryland coach Randy Edsall said midway through last season. 

“Stefon has incredible instincts along with a tremendous understanding and 
knowledge of the game.” 

Diggs was named a Freshman All-American by the Football Writers Associa- 
tion of America after ranking second in the Atlantic Coast Conference with 172.4 
all-purpose yards per game. He was selected second team All-ACC and chosen 
the team's Most Valuable Player by a vote of coaches. 

Diggs amassed 1,896 all-purpose yards last season, which ranks second 
all-time at Maryland behind current Baltimore Ravens standout Torrey Smith (2,192 
in 2009). Diggs put on a show against North Carolina, racking up 248 all-purpose 
yards, including a 99-yard kickoff return for a touchdown. 

Diggs was one of 10 players selected to Maryland's “leadership council” during 
spring camp, and Edsall sees the youngster growing up and taking a more mature 
approach to preparation. At one point last season, Edsall criticized Diggs for being 
too emotional after he drew an unsportsmanlike conduct penalty for throwing the 
football at a Georgia Tech defender. 

Diggs made strides in that area this spring. 

“He's more focused; not to say that he wasn't before,” Edsall said. “He doesn't 
want to stay the same; he doesn't want to regress. He really understands the effort 
that has to go into being a good player.” 

Diggs, a five-star prospect and consensus high school All-American, was eas- 
ily the most high-profile recruit to sign with Maryland in more than a decade. That 
Diggs chose the Terrapins over such national powerhouses as Aubum, Florida and 
Ohio State represented a major coup for Edsall and his developing program. 

And Diggs more than lived up to the hype as a rookie, displaying the skill set 
that has many believing he'll leave for the NFL after just three years in College 
Park. Diggs, whose hands are so big they don't look like they belong with his body 
(he wears size 3X gloves), averaged 28.5 yards per kickoff return and 10.0 yards 
per punt return. 

Maryland wide receivers coach Lee Hull said the offensive staff must continue 
to be creative in coming up with new ways to get Diggs the ball. 

“He is so difficult to contain,” Hull said. “Put Stefon one-on-one with any 
defender, that’s a definite mismatch and we feel good about the potential results.” 

— Bill Wagner 
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1. GEORGIA 


If you wanted to argue Texas A&M or Alabama 
for this spot, we wouldn't disagree. It's close. Really 
close. Take your pick. But even though the Tide won 
the national title, and the Aggies won the Heisman, 
when we stack these up, we've got to give this to the 
Dawgs. 

Georgia has a national top five quarterback in 
senior Aaron Murray, who came one play away from 
beating Alabama in the SEC title game. The Bulldogs 
haven't won the biggest of big games under Murray, 
but they know they can. 

But what really makes the Dawgs special here is 
“Gurshall.” Running back Todd Gurley is, well, manly, 
setting a school record with 17 rushing touchdowns as 
a freshman, breaking the mark held by some old-timer 
named Herschel. Gurley ran for 1,385 yards, while his 
freshman running mate, Keith Marshall, went for 759 
yards and eight scores. 

Yup, a pair of freshmen combining for 2,134 
yards rushing, and one of the elite quarterbacks — 
Heisman, national title could both come Georgia’s way 
in 2013, led by this talented group. 


2. TEXAS A&M 


The hunch is that defenses will have schemed 
for nine months to get ready for QB Johnny Manziel’s 
running, improvisational or not, but the Aggies have 
eight other legs that can hurt opponents. Starter Ben 
Malena (5.9 yards per carry last season) is back, as 
is speedy Trey Williams (some thunder and lightning 
there). And here's another set just like it: Oklahoma 
transfer Brandon Williams and Oregon transfer Tra 
Carson. 


If Georgia's Gurley wasn't the best freshman 
runner in the country last season, then Alabama's 
T.J. Yeldon was. With those two proving it's possible 
to rush for 1,000 yards as a freshman in the rugged 
SEC, here comes five-star recruit Derrick Henry. 

Nick Saban likes to use two backs (preferably some 
thunder here, and lightning there), and Henry is the 
former. There won't be a shortage of candidates, with 
Kenyan Drake and Jalston Fowler, among others, able 
to provide adequate company in the backfield with 
steely cool QB AJ McCarron. 


OREGON 


Quarterback Marcus Mariota and running back 

De’Anthony Thomas are electrifying, with Mariota 

also one of the most accurate passers in the country. 
Thomas has hardly been overused in the last two sea- 
sons, so if new coach Mark Helfrich decides to really 
take off the wraps (he was the offensive coordinator, 
so he knows what he’s got), Thomas's numbers could 
be staggering. Oregon also has a number of other 
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highly-touted running backs, led by sophomore Byron 
Marshall and incoming freshman Thomas Tyner. 


5. OHIO STATE 


The Buckeyes flaunted their mobile quarterback 
and tailback depth in the spring, messing around with 
a diamond formation featuring Braxton Miller in the 
shotgun, surrounded by a trio of backs. It’s a little 
something Urban Meyer wanted to try after seeing the 
San Francisco 49ers do it. But the Bucks don't have to 
be tricky. When you're good, you're good ... and Miller 
and running back Carlos Hyde are great. 


6. MIAMI 


Now, this is beginning to look more like the good 
ol’ days of Miami. Stephen Morris could stand to be 
more accurate, but he threw for 3,345 yards and didn't 
cause much anxiety among the faithful. Running back 
Duke Johnson quickly added up to 947 yards by gain- 
ing 6.8 a carry ... and he gobbled up the turf on kick 
returns for two scores. 


7. STANFORD 


Stanford began last season with a quarterback 
question, but ended with the answer being Kevin 
Hogan. He took over late and led the Cardinal to wins 
at Oregon and UCLA, and then the Pac-12 title game 
and Rose Bowl. Oh, is that all? Hogan, a sophomore, 
has a wealth of help in the backfield with the return of 
Tyler Gaffney, who sat out last year while playing pro 
baseball, and redshirt freshman Barry Sanders Jr. 
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8. LSU 

The Tigers don't stop coming at tailback, led by 
sophomore Jeremy Hill, who.averaged nearly 100 
yards over the last seven games of his freshman sea- 
son. Alfred Blue and Kenny Hilliard will help out plenty, 
while Zach Mettenberger hopes to capture every week 
the feeling he had when he threw for nearly 300 yards 
vs. Alabama. 


9. NEBRASKA 


Senior quarterback Taylor Martinez has rushed 
for 2,858 yards in his career and passed for 6,591, 
but the Huskers have been stuck on four-loss records 
for the past three years. To take the next step in the 
Big Ten, they will be relying on Martinez to close out 
strong with Ameer Abdullah, who rushed for 1,137 
yards last season. 


10. TEXAS 


It's David Ash's team now, with no more doubts. 
Rallying to beat Oregon State in the Alamo Bowl might 
be the kick-start the Longhorns have needed for a few 
years now. Johnathan Gray, Malcolm Brown and Joe 
Bergeron lets UT go deep in the backfield. 
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1. ALABAMA 


Sophomore Amari Cooper isn't as strong as 
Julio Jones, but he has better hands and runs better 
routes ... and the Tide might have more wideouts just 
like him. Speedy freshman Chris Black had a similar 
buzz as Cooper last year before an injured shoulder 
wiped out his season. But he’s rarin’ to go, along with 
Kenny Bell (who is back after suffering a broken leg in 
the Iron Bowl), Kevin Norwood, DeAndew White and 
Christion Jones. An Alabama quarterback has never 
had it so good. 


2. LOUISVILLE 


It's not just what they have coming back, it's 
what they add. These two are a good place to start: 
DeVante Parker is the tall guy on the outside who 
makes big plays (18.6 yards per catch) and scores 
touchdowns (10), while Damian Copeland is a 
speed guy who had 50 catches. Beyond that, Teddy 
Bridgewater's options overflow with Michaelee Harris 
(returning from a knee injury) and a pair of SEC 
transfers — 6-5 Matt Milton (Tennessee) and Robert 
Clark (Florida). 


. OKLAHOMA STATE 

Looking for the next Wes Welker? He's in Still- 
water. Whichever Pokes quarterback wins the starting 
job will have a security blanket and best pal in 5-10, 
185-pound junior Josh Stewart, who was a 101-catch 
guy in 2012. On the outside, the Moore seniors — 
Tracy and Charlie (no relation) — are dynamic and 
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explosive. But what else would you expect from what 
annually is one of the deepest receiving corps in the 
country? 


4. USC 


There's Margise Lee and USC's usual assortment 
of highly-touted players waiting in the wings to emerge 
— but emerge they need to do. It won't be George 
Farmer, who tore up a knee in spring, but it will be 
sophomore Nelson Agholor. Tight end Xavier Grimble 
can be big-time pass-catcher, and he should be fine 
for the season after he recovers from the worst-sound- 
ing injury of the spring — a fractured chest. 


5. WASHINGTON 


The Huskies have two potential All-Americans 
in junior receiver Kasen Williams and junior tight end 
Austin Seferian-Jenkins. Williams had 77 receptions 
last season and needs only to show more explosive- 
ness to emerge as truly elite. Seferian-Jenkins had 
69 receptions, a tight-end record for a school that has 
sent plenty of those to the NFL. 


6. LSU 


The talent is there if the Tigers want to use it. 
Sophomore Odell Beckham Jr. and junior Jarvis 
Landry combined for 97 catches last season, which 
sounds modest by modern college football standards, 
but that’s about all any tandem can get in Les Miles’ 
run-flavored attack. 


7. OKLAHOMA 


The Sooners aren't letting Bedlam rival Oklahoma 
State run away with the wide receiver derby. Even with 
Kenny Stills and Justin Brown gone, they're reloading 
with Trey Metoyer, Durron Neal, Jalen Saunders and 
several others who — dang that timing — would've 
made terrific targets for Landry Jones. 


8. OHIO STATE 


Just close your eyes and think about how Urban 
Meyer used Percy Harvin at Florida. When Jordan 
Hall — playing the “pivot” position — flares into space 
to catch passes a la Harvin, it'll diversify a Buckeyes 
offense that already will have experienced starting 
wideouts in Corey Brown and Devin Smith, as well as 
several strong recruits brought in by Meyer the past 
two years. If Smith catches the ball consistently, his 
upside is over the top. 


9. SAN JOSE STATE 


We'll let the numbers speak for themselves. San 
Jose State’s quartet of Noel Grigsby, Chandler Jones, 
Jabari Carr and Kyle Nunn have a combined 555 
receptions for 6,494 yards and 41 touchdowns ... 
and counting. 


10. BAYLOR 


If you didn’t quite see Kendall Wright coming, and 
you didn't quite see Terrance Williams coming, then 
you probably don't see Tevin Reese coming. 
Defensive backs will see a lot of the blazing-fast 
Reese goingin 2013. 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


1. STANFORD 


The constant during the Cardinal's emergence as 
a national power: The offensive line. And this edition 
just might be the best one yet. The highlight player 
is senior David Yankey, moving from left tackle to 
his better position of left guard to make room for a 
member of the team’s ridiculously talented offensive 
line class of 2012. 


2. TENNESSEE 


It only seemed as if the Vols were doing every- 
thing wrong for the past few years. Other coaches 
recruited and developed this line, handing it over, fully 
mature, to new coach Butch Jones. The tackle tandem 
of Tiny Richardson and Ja’Wuan James is top notch, 
and two other returning starters on the line could be 
future pros, too. 


3. OKLAHOMA 


In 2012, Gabe Ikard, Adam Shead, Bronson Irwin 
and company blocked for statuesque (as in: couldn't 
move) Landry Jones. This season, they'll have to 
adjust to a quarterback — likely Blake Bell — who'll be 
more mobile and, likely, far less patient in the pocket. 
Even with a lot of injuries over the past couple of 
years, including this past spring, the Sooners’ wall 
up front is the heart of the offense. 
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4. ALABAMA 


The Tide offensive line produced the 10th and 
11th pick in the draft, and neither of those was Barrett 
Jones, whose leadership and versatility was vital to 
Alabama’s torrent of success. Given that, it's impos- 
sible to say the Tide will be as good up front, but if this 
area is the team’s biggest question mark, then every 
team should have such problems. Left tackle Cyrus 
Kouandjio and guard Anthony Steen are two future 
high draft picks. 


5. OHIO STATE 


Urban Meyer didn't build this wall, but that's OK 
— four senior returning starters will continue to make 
him look good. The left side of the line is particularly 
strong, with guard Andrew Norwell solid as oak and 
versatile Jack Mewhort steady enough to let quarter- 
back Braxton Miller do his play-extending thing. 


6. FLORIDA 


A pair of transfers — Tyler Moore from Nebraska 
and Max Garcia from Maryland — staked their claims 
to starting jobs in the spring when injuries stretched 
the Gators too thin. The newbies, combined with three 
returning starters and others returning to health, give 
Florida the upgrade it needs to go a little further this 
season. 


7. FLORIDA STATE 


The Seminoles have four returning starters, only 
one of whom is a senior, that being all-star center 
Bryan Stork. Jimbo Fisher is removing the last traces 
of softness from the Florida State line, evidenced by 
the team’s increasing rushing totals. 


8. OREGON 


The Ducks might not send a ton of offensive 
linemen to the NFL every year, but they don't gain all 
those yards without some players getting it done up 
front. This shapes up as another fine line, led by re- 
turning first-team all-conference center Hroniss Grasu. 
Tackle Jake Fisher should be a breakout player. And 
as always, one of the strengths of Oregon's line is 
depth, a necessity to play the up-tempo offense. 


9. NEBRASKA 


The chaos swirls around star guard Spencer 
Long — who might be the Big Ten’s finest offensive 
lineman — but it's a good kind of chaos. Junior 
college newcomers, including Matt Finnin and Chongo 
Kondolo, have infused serious competition along the 
Huskers front. 


10. OREGON STATE 


The Beavers return four starters on a line that is 
deep and talented, Left tackle Michael Philipp has long 
had loads of potential, and was playing this spring as if 
he could reach it. Sophomore center Isaac Seumalo is 
also a potential all-conference pick. 
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DEFENSIVE LINE 


1. NOTRE DAME 


The Irish don’t get a complete pass for what 
transpired in last season's BCS title game against 
Alabama, but they were up against one of the greatest 
offensive lines of the modern era — in retrospect, it was 
going to be a mismatch. Winning mismatches are what 
massive nose tackle Louis Nix and electric end Stephon 
Tuitt gave the Irish all last season prior to the finale, 
and those two are back to lead what should be one of 
the best defenses in the land. And now the chip on their 
shoulders could make them more rewved than ever. 


2. STANFORD 


They've built themselves some good lines on The 
Farm, with the Cardinal's defensive front perhaps be- 
ing as stout as its excellent offensive line, which leads 
back to why Stanford is preseason No. 3 in the coun- 
try. Every player off the two-deep of the three-man 
front that ended the season returns, led by end Henry 
Anderson. Uh, or led by end Ben Gardner. It's hard 
to tell. They're both playmakers, and lots of highly- 
regarded younger players round out the rotation. 


3. SOUTH CAROLINA 


That Jadeveon Clowney had 13 of the Gamecocks’ 
SEC-best 43 sacks is a matter of record. As for how 
many unofficial assists he deserved, that’s harder to 
say, although still a very real part of this defensive front. 
South Carolina works well together because the rest 
of the guys up front — including end Chaz Sutton (five 
sacks) and tackle Kelcy Quarles — are pretty nasty in 
their own right. If opponents cheat too much to account 
for Clowney, another Gamecock will make the play (and 
Clowney still might anyway) ... forget about Clowney for 
a microsecond and, well, that’s something Michigan's 
Vincent Smith can tell you about. 


4. TCU 


Maybe the Horned Frogs will be outclassed 
from the jump in the opener against LSU in Arlington, 
Texas. Or maybe, just maybe, the Tigers will get a 
load of spectacular sophomore end Devonte Fields, 
ball-of-fire tackle Chucky Hunter and the rest of TCU’s 
fast, angry D-line and realize they've got a real fight on 
their hands. Believe this: Fields, who had 18.5 tackles 
for loss and 10 sacks as a true freshman, could play 
for LSU or any other SEC team. 


5. USC 


This is where the Trojans look best and they'll 
be better coached on this side of the ball with Clancy 
Pendergast taking over as coordinator and morphing 
the Trojans into a different look. The base is a 5-2, 
and, for the sake of this argument, we'll consider 
outside linebackers Devon Kennard and Morgan 


Breslin part of the up-front attack dogs. That's a lot 
of quarterback pressure right there, while “real ends” 
Leonard Williams and George Uko are future pros. 


6. FLORIDA 


It would be huge if Ronald Powell comes back 
from two ACL surgeries as a full pass-rushing force in 
his hybrid end/outside linebacker role. The Gators had 
a national top five defense last season but were only 
eighth in the SEC in sacks. Promising Dante Fowler 
Jr. also can play the pass-rushing Buck position, with 
fellow sophomore Jonathan Bullard on the other end. 
Dominique Easley slides inside to tackle. 


7. ALABAMA 


The national leaders in rush defense will miss 
three regulars from its three-man front. There's no 
getting around that. Familiar faces include returning 
starter Ed Stinson and opposite end Jeoffrey Pagan. 
Nose guard Brandon Ivory has seen ample playing 
time. That they're all good to great goes without say- 
ing, right? 


8. FLORIDA STATE 


It's weird that a team that returns no starters on 
its four-man front can be listed here, but defensive 
tackle Timmy Jernigan fit nobody's idea of a “backup” 
last season, senior tackle Demonte McAllister has 
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all-league kind of ability and sophomore end Mario 
Edwards Jr. might start living up to the recruiting hype 
in three ... two... one ... 


9. TEXAS TECH 


The best thing new coach Kliff Kingsbury has 
going for him isn't his beloved-alum status or Johnny 
Manziel's seal of cool-buddy approval — it's one of the 
most promising units a Red Raiders defense has had 
in along time. Four quality starters are back, with 6-2, 
281-pound senior Kerry Hyder leading the way. 


10. ARIZONA STATE 


Senior defensive tackle Will Sutton was the con- 
ference’s Defensive Player of the Year in 2012, and 
every other key contributor returns to a unit that will be 
one of the most disruptive anywhere. 


LINEBACKERS 


1. ALABAMA 


Here is the heart of Alabama’s defense. Senior 
inside ‘backer C.J. Mosley was voted the team MVP 
by his teammates last season, but he is still fueled 
by what's left to prove, specifically being a guy who 
never has to leave the field, no matter the defensive 
package. Junior outside linebacker Adrian Hubbard 
(seven sacks last season) can become an even more 
dominant pass rusher. Sophomore Trey DePriest and 
junior Xzavier Dickson already have shown to be way 
more than capable on the biggest stage. 


2. STANFORD 


The Cardinal returns three of four starters, includ- 
ing third-team All-American Trent Murphy, and ball 
of energy Shayne Skov, who should be back in peak 
form now that he’s further removed from a knee injury. 
Each turned down the NFL to return for a senior sea- 
son, Skov making 81 tackles last season and Murphy 
a team-high 10 sacks. A.J. Tarpley also returns. 


3. UCLA 


The Bruins’ top linebacker tandem might be the 
best in the in the conference, if not the country, (yes, 
we see you, Alabama and Stanford) with outside 
linebacker Anthony Barr — who resisted the strong 
urging of the NFL to return to school — and inside 
linebacker Eric Kendricks. A third starter returning is 
senior Jordan Zumwalt. 


4. |OWA 


There's one thing the Hawkeyes still are really 
good at, and this is it. lowa’s senior starters — James 
Morris inside, flanked by Christian Kirksey and 
Anthony Hitchens — are of championship caliber, 
even if most of their teammates are not. The trio was 
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extremely productive last season (combined 27.7 
tackles per game) but needs to spice things up with 
more big plays if the Hawkeyes are going to amount 
to anything in the deeply competitive Big Ten Legends 
Division. 


5. OHIO STATE 


You have to be willing to take a leap of faith about 
the Buckeyes’ linebacking corps, and we are. Curtis 
Grant, a former five-star recruit who has yet to make 
a true impact, is determined to break out as a star in 
his junior season. He'll be pushed (or complemented) 
by more recent star recruits who boost the unit's talent 
level. No leap of faith needed about Ryan Shazier, 
though. The junior is the Big Ten’s most intimidating 
defender and potentially its most effective. 


6. OKLAHOMA STATE 


The time has come for seniors Shaun Lewis and 
Caleb Lavey to crank up their production and lead the 
Pokes back to their turnover-binging days of 2011. 
Although the run defense was greatly improved in 
2012, there weren't enough stripped balls, tipped balls 
and interceptions — or sacks — for OSU to hang in 
the Big 12 hunt. Lewis, in particular, needs to be more 
of a playmaker. 


7. NOTRE DAME 


We'll begin to find out just how much a team 
misses a linebacker who finished second in the 
Heisman voting. The Irish are set at the outside 
positions, with pass rusher Prince Shembo and Danny 
Spond reprising their 2012 roles. Dan Fox and Carlo 
Calabrese time-share an inside spot. As for replacing 
Manti Te’o, say hello to junior Jarrett Grace. 


8. TENNESSEE 


The Vols can't crow about depth, but A.J. 
Johnson is one of the best in the country. Curt Maggitt 
is awfully good, and senior Dontavis Sapp was one of 
the team’s most improved players in the spring. 


9. BAYLOR 


It wasn't just the offense that erupted over the 
second half of last season; a long-dormant defense 
began to assert itself, too. Bryce Hager and Eddie 
Lackey are terrific, and linebacker-safety hybrid Sam 
Holl was a hard-hitting team leader by the end of the 
year. Zero chance the Bears fall back toward the 
bottom of the Big 12 defensive rankings in 2013. 


10. USC 


We've already cheated and counted outside 
linebackers Morgan Breslin and Devon Kennard — 
converted defensive ends in anew scheme — as 
part of the defensive line group. So, we won't double 
dip here. But if we're just counting Hayes Pullard 
and Lamar Dawson as “real’ linebackers in the 5-2 
scheme, we'll take those two and spot you most of the 
rest of the country. 
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SECONDARY 


1. TCU 


The divide between wide receivers and comer- 
backs in the Big 12 has been absurdly large for a long 
time, but Horned Frogs senior Jason Verret will stick 
any playmaker, anywhere, anytime — he’s every bit 
as important to this defense as end Devonte Fields, 
who's got a bigger national rep. Sam Carter might be 
the conference's best safety, too. Indeed, Gary Pat- 
terson seems to have the defensive side of his house 
in order again. 


2. OREGON 


The Ducks — never slow back here — return 
four starters, led by cornerback Ifo Ekpre-Olomu, who 
emerged as an all-conference player in 2012 anda 
potential All-American. Also back are junior cornerback 
Terrance Mitchell (yep, that’s the top cover duo in the 
Pac-12), free safety Avery Patterson and rover Brian 
Jackson. Oregon had a league-high 26 picks in 2013. 


3. OHIO STATE 


There have been so many great cornerbacks in 
Columbus through the years — Shawn Springs, An- 
toine Winfield, Nate Clements, Chris Gamble, Malcolm 
Jenkins — and junior Bradley Roby fits that mold. He 
alone gives the Buckeyes a better secondary than 
most. Of course, he’s not alone back there; senior 
safeties C.J. Barnett and Christian Bryant also return 
as starters. Urban Meyer has signed some stellar 
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corners in the past couple of years, too. This second- 
ary should be up there with the best ones Meyer had 
at Florida. 


4. LOUISVILLE 


The Cardinals have the safeties — perennial 
all-conference senior Hakeem Smith and junior Calvin 
Pryor, a playmaker from his free safety spot. The 
cornerbacks get it done, too, chipping in key plays. 
You might remember Terell Floyd's “shock the world” 
pick-six on the first play of the Sugar Bowl victory over 
Florida. 


5S. FLORIDA 


The Gators have the cornerbacks — enormously 
talented Loucheiz Purifoy and fellow junior Marcus 
Roberson, who broke up 12 passes last season. 
Corner Jaylen Watkins could end holding down one 
of the safety spots in a get-your-11-best-on-the-field 
scenario. 


6. MICHIGAN STATE 


Folks in East Lansing would say the Spartans 
have the Big Ten’s best secondary, and we can ap- 
preciate that point of view. Senior Darqueze Dennard 
has All-American potential at cornerback. Senior 
Isaiah Lewis has been a mainstay at safety. Coach 
Mark Dantonio is as high on redshirt freshman safety 
Demetrious Cox as he’s been on any player in a long 
time, MSU doesn’t have Ohio State’s back-end depth, 
but the starting unit could be equally strong. 


7. TEXAS 


The Longhorns are experienced at every unit on 
both sides of the ball, but this might be where the ceil- 
ing is highest. Safeties Mykkele Thompson and Adrian 
Phillips, and corners Carrington Byndum, Sheroid 
Thompson and Quandre Diggs, all have athletic 
advantages. Now they have to coalesce to become 
as good as many expected them to be a season ago. 


8. ALABAMA 


The Tide led the SEC in pass defense last sea- 
son, and replacements are never far away because of 
a deep rotation. More lockdown responsibility will fall 
on cornerback Deion Belue now that Dee Milliner is in 
the NFL, but the safeties, led by Ha Ha Clinton-Dix, 
are still top-shelf. 


9. NOTRE DAME 


Three starters return, with touted sophomore 
Elijah Shumate replacing Zeke Motta at strong safety 
in a trade of experience for athleticism. The Irish 
allowed more than 200 passing yards only four times 
last season. 


10. ARIZONA STATE 


The Sun Devils led the conference in pass 
defense last season, allowing foes to complete just 
50.5 percent of their throws. Two starters return from 
that group — cornerback Osahon Irabor and safety 
Alden Darby. 
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THE RATION 
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ONE MORE GO-ROUND FOR BCS 
SETS UP AS &-PEAT FOR SEC 


Can Anyone Topple King Saban’s Tide? 


Well, we made it. The end of the BCS. 
That wasn't so bad, was it? 

College football has moved, inch-by- 
painful inch, toward a playoff, which will 
be delivered starting next year, the 2014 
season. Four teams, selected by a committee 
involving representatives of each conference. 

Yeah, nothing could go wrong there, 
says the team that finishes fifth. 

Anyway, with hope amid this change, we 
have just one more year of the troubled BCS 
era, which has featured a two-loss champ 
and a pair of finalists that didn’t even win 
their own division, not to mention their 
conference. It was a system in constant 
need of twisting and tweaking before it 


finally needed to be flushed. 

This experiment began in 1998 ina 
Bowden/Paterno college football world. 
It will end in a Saban/Meyer twin pillar 
of excellence. 

Those guys — Nick Saban and Urban 
Meyer — have combined to win five of the 
past seven national championships, and 
we think they'll be the two head coaches 
on the opposing sidelines when the 16th 
and final BCS game is played in the Rose 
Bowl in Pasadena on Jan. 6. 

Kinda fitting, don’t you think? 

But the season will end the same way it 
did in 2009, 2011 and 2012, with Alabama 
and Saban holding the crystal football, 


BY ANTHONY GIMINO 


with a faint hint of a smile that is more of 
an I-told-you-so smirk. 

King Saban. 

He's sitting on high, moving his five-star 
recruits along the chessboard with greater 
precision and superior strategy against every- 
body else's pawns. And if you bet against him, 
you're probably better off just lighting the 
money on fire and enjoying the warm glow. 

It’s come to this: Saban, the Alabama 
dynasty, the seven-year run of national 
championships by the SEC ... that’s all 
bundled into this season's top storyline. 

Who is going to beat these guys? 

If it’s not Alabama from the SEC, then it 
could very well be Georgia ... or Texas A&M 
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... or LSU ... or South Carolina ... or Florida. 

Yep, it looks like eight in a row. 

From the “others” pile, we'll give Meyer and 
Ohio State at least a puncher’s chance. The 
Buckeyes have the right coach and, quite pos- 
sibly, the transcendent quarterback (Braxton 
Miller) who could negate the other advantages 
of Alabama (or another top SEC team). 

We'd love to see a power-on-power battle 
with never-underestimate-them Stanford try- 
ing to brave the Tide. On the other hand, the 
speed and spread of Oregon could very well 
be the best antidote to Alabama’s defense. 

Other than that, let's ask again, who is 
going to beat Alabama or the SEC? 

To do so, you better run the ball and stop 
the run. As Saban has won four BCS titles, 
including the one in 2003 at LSU, his teams 
have yielded less than two yards per rush 
in the championship game (107 carries, 204 
yards). His running attack, meanwhile, hums 
at a healthy 4.6 yards per attempt (171 for 
779) when the biggest prize is at stake. 

Alabama should excel in both areas again. 

Think about this: When the BCS era 
ends, Saban could very well have hoarded 
nearly one-third of the titles. 

Yep, the crown fits. 


CONFERENCE 
REALIGNMENT 


A moment of silence, please, for the 
Western Athletic Conference, which has 
been erased after a half-century on the 
college football map. 

The league sent forth Arizona and Arizona 
to the Pac-8 in 1978, had an enviable fond- 
ness for wide-open football, generated a BYU 
national championship in 1983, grew to 16 
teams in the late 1990s, gave Boise State a 
place to flourish in the 2000s and produced, 
among so many others, Jim McMahon, Steve 
Young, LaDainian Tomlinson, Marshall Faulk, 
Ty Detmer and Kellen Moore, the winningest 
quarterback in college football history. 

And, now, it’s gone. 

The realignment virus keeps worming its 
way down from the top, rendering some 
conferences unrecognizable, and entirely 
devouring the WAC. 

Take two aspirin and contemplate these 
changes for 2013 and beyond: 


ACC (14 TEAMS) 


The league swells to 14 teams with the 
addition of Pitt (to the Coastal Division) 
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and Syracuse (Atlantic). ACC teams will 
play six games within their division, and 
two crossover contests. 

In 2014, Notre Dame, while remaining an 
independent, will begin a five-game partner- 
ship to play a rotating schedule of ACC, teams. 
Also in 2014, Louisville will join the ACC while 
Maryland departs for the Big Ten, of all places. 


BIG EAST (10 TEAMS) 

First of all, it's not the Big East. The league 
has been rebranded as the American Athletic 
Conference starting right now, and it has ex- 
panded well beyond its traditional footprint. 

Pitt and Syracuse are gone to the ACC. 
Central Florida, Houston, Memphis and 
SMU are new to the American. 

2014: Louisville (ACC) and Rutgers (Big 
Ten) leave the nest; East Carolina, Tulane 
and Tulsa add, uh, quantity. 

2015: Navy begins as a football-only 
partner, increasing membership to 12 and 
allowing for a championship game of the 
league we like to call the AmerAthCon. 


BIG TEN (12 TEAMS) 

No changes for this season while the B1G 
awaits the arrival of Maryland and Rutgers 
in 2014, when it will be time to shuffle the 
names and composition of the divisions. 

The thoroughly unpopular and confus- 
ing division names — Legends and Lead- 
ers — will be replaced by the slightly less 
obtuse Mystique and Aura. No, just plain 
ol’ East and West, actually. 


BIG 12 (10 TEAMS) 
It's the same Large Dozen Minus Two as 
last season. 


CONFERENCE USA (14 TEAMS) 

The league bled four teams to the Big 
East ... uh, the American Athletic Confer- 
ence ... but raided the Sun Belt and WAC 
for six replacements, and could be re- 
named the Directional Schools Conference. 

Here are the newbies: Louisiana Tech, 
Texas-San Antonio, Florida Atlantic, 
Florida International, North Texas and 
Middle Tennessee 

The rebuilt league will split into divisions: 

EAST: East Carolina, Florida Atlantic, 
Florida International, Marshall, Middle 
Tennessee, Southern Miss, UAB 

WEST: Louisiana Tech, North Texas, Rice, 
Tulane, Tulsa, UTEP, Texas-San Antonio 

East Carolina, Tulane and Tulsa leave 
after the 2013 season for the American, 
but Western Kentucky and FBS newcomer 
Old Dominion will move in for 2014. 


MAC (13 TEAMS) 
Lucky 13 ... no changes this season. 
Amen. 


MOUNTAIN WEST (12 TEAMS) 

The Big East's upheaval forced Boise 
State and San Diego State from committing 
geographic blasphemy. The schools decided 
to do a U-turn, cancel the U-Hauls and keep 
their roots planted solidly in the Mountain 
West. A rare victory for common sense. 

The conference retained all its members 
and added two more — San Jose State 
and Utah State, each coming off surpris- 
ingly good seasons in the WAC. So good, 
unfortunately, that their coaches moved 
on to even bigger conferences, the Spar- 
tans’ Mike MacIntyre to Colorado and the 
Aggies’ Gary Andersen to Wisconsin. 

There will be two divisions: 

MOUNTAIN: Air Force, Boise State, 
Colorado State, New Mexico, Utah State, 
Wyoming 

WEST: Fresno State, Hawaii, Nevada, 
San Diego State, San Jose State, UNLV 

The league will hold its inaugural con- 
ference championship game on Dec. 7, at 
the home of the division champ with the 
higher BCS rating. 


PAC-12 (12 TEAMS) 
No changes for this season, and the im- 
mediate future looks quiet, too. 


SEC (14 TEAMS) 
Standing still as college football’s stan- 
dard of excellence. 


SUN BELT (8 TEAMS) 

The league temporarily drops from 10 
to eight teams, losing four to Conference 
USA (Florida Atlantic, Florida Interna- 
tional, North Texas and Middle Tennes- 
see), and picks up Texas State from the 
WAC and Georgia State from the Football 
Championship Subdivision. 

In 2014, Appalachian State and 
Georgia Southern will join the Sun Belt, 
moving up from the lower division, and 
Idaho and New Mexico State will become 
football-only members. 


INDEPENDENTS (6 TEAMS) 

Idaho and New Mexico State will spend 
only this season as exiles in the Indepen- 
dent class, and Navy will eventually join 
the American Athletic Conference two years 
down the road. That will leave Notre Dame, 
BYU and Army as the lone Indies by 2015 ... 
of course, so much can happen before then. 
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THE ATION 


HEISMAN ... 
WATCH CAREFULLY 


The glass ceiling is cracked. 

From 2007 to 2009, sophomores won the Heisman Trophy. Then came Auburn's Cam 
Newton, an out-of-nowhere junior college transfer. And then the Heisman world was 
dazzled by Robert Griffin III from Baylor. Baylor! 

And Johnny Manziel topped it all last season by becoming the first freshman to win 
the Heisman. 

When it comes to the Heisman, hardly any of the old voting “rules” apply any more 
— often making a mockery of preseason predictions — and it’s only a matter of time 
before a pure defensive player takes a hammer to what's left of that glass ceiling. Yeah, 
we're talking about you, South Carolina defensive end Jadeveon Clowney. 

He was sixth in the balloting last season, when Notre Dame linebacker Manti Te’o 
finished second. A year earlier, LSU cornerback/returner Tyrann Mathieu was fifth. 
Nebraska's Ndamukong Suh was fourth in 2009. 

So, that’s a top five finish for a defensive player in three of the past four seasons. 
And none of those other guys began the season with the same kind of helmet-popping 
hype as Clowney. If he makes mincemeat out of the SEC again ... 

Here is our preseason Top 10: 


1A. JOHNNY MANZIEL, QB, TEXAS A&M: 

It’s so hard to repeat. Manziel will not only be judged against the rest of the field, 
but against his own success from last season (3,706 passing yards, 1,410 rushing yards, 
47 total touchdowns, one win over Alabama). He's a rock star now, and he not only 
has to handle the celebrity, but also any potential backlash from voters who think he’s 
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getting too much attention. But it’s hard 
to doubt Johnny Football, who went off 
for more than 500 total yards in a bowl 
victory over Oklahoma and who was razor 
sharp in the Aggies’ spring game, showing 
his usual moxie by throwing a big block 
on a touchdown run. What can’t he do? 
How about, what won't he do? 


1B. BRAXTON MILLER, QB, OHIO STATE: 
Miller sported a blond mohawk for 
a while this spring, drawing plenty of 
attention, but it’s his tighter mechanics 
and improved arm, not his good looks, 
that could make him a Sports Illustrated 
cover boy for the second time in a year. 
The junior has the crazy athleticism, the 
make-something-out-of-nothing skills 
we've come to expect in a modern-day 
quarterback ... and he has a team that 
could, once again, race through the 
regular season undefeated. If his accuracy 
improves, as expected, he'll do far better 
than the 2,039 yards he passed for last 
season, while still posting Manziel-ish 
rushing figures. 


1C. JADEVEON CLOWNEY, DE, SO. CAROLINA: 

He's the No. 1 pick in the 2014 draft. We 
all know that. If he reproduces his menac- 
ing 13 sacks and 23.5 tackles for loss from 
last season, there aren’t many reasons to 
not make him Mr. Heisman. 


4. AJ MCCARRON, OB, ALABAMA: 

If Bama wins it all again, he'll win this 
thing, too. Having the game plan in his 
hands isn’t such a bad thing, as evidenced 
in the BCS national championship game. 
He threw 19 times in the first half as the 
Tide blew out Notre Dame before reverting 
to its punishing run game. The nation’s 
leader in passing efficiency last season, 
McCarron has a big-time talent in WR Amari 
Cooper and his yardage and TD totals will 
jump further off the page this year. 


5. AARON MURRAY, OB, GEORGIA: 

He has 10,091 career yards and 95 
touchdowns, and he’s going to be the 
proud owner of many conference records 
when he’s done. The Heisman, though, 
will be about how many big victories he 
accumulates. He started to shed a can't- 
get-it-done-in-a-big-game label with 427 
yards and five touchdowns in a bowl win 
over Nebraska (and he was plenty good in 
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the Dawgs’ near miss against Alabama in 
the SEC Championship Game). 


6. MARQISE LEE, WR, USC: 

He is the best receiver in the country, 
already with 191 catches for 2,864 yards 
and 25 touchdowns in his two-year career. 
And that’s not even taking into account 
his good work on kick returns. He was 
fourth in Heisman balloting last season, 
and the Trojans will need to rely on him 
even more this year. Question is, can he 
post numbers with a new QB, without 
Robert Woods on the other side, and with 
Lane Kiffin still calling plays? 


7. TEDDY BRIDGEWATER, OB, LOUISVILLE: 
The junior has the size, arm and smarts 
to become a very high pick in the 2014 
draft. He passed for 3,718 yards, with 27 
touchdowns and eight interceptions, last 
season, completing 68.5 percent of his 
passes. And the Cards could be (nearly) 
as good as the school's basketball teams. 


8. MARCUS MARIOTA, OB, OREGON: 
There's not really that much difference 
between Mariota and Manziel — Chip Kelly 

knew what he was doing when he got 
commitments from both of them — except 
Manziel had more running opportunities 
and the win over top-ranked Alabama. 
Oregon often won by such a large margin, 
that Mariota could cool his jets in the 
second half, but he still passed for 2,677 
yards and 32 touchdowns and ran for 752 
yards. Problem is, RB-WR-KR De‘Anthony 
Thomas could be the best player on the 
best team in America, and UCLA QB Brett 
Hundley will get all the pub if the Bruins 
get on a roll. 


9. TAJH BOYD, QB, CLEMSON: 

Boyd is good for more than 3,800 pass- 
ing yards and 30-plus touchdown passes, 
so we know he has the “counting” stats 
covered. If the Tigers are a top 10 team, 
and the schedule suggests that’s a possi- 
bility, then Boyd will be right in the thick 
of the Heisman chatter. 


10, T.J. YELDON, RB, ALABAMA: 

A productive running back on a top- 
ranked team? That worked out pretty 
well for winner Mark Ingram in 2009, 
and finalist Trent Richardson in 2011. 


PLAY FAST 


Two things happened at NAIA school 
Glenville State a little more than two 
decades ago — one by accident, the other 
by foresight — that influences major 
college football (not to mention the NEL) 
more than anything today. 

It so happened that quarterback Jed 
Drenning bobbled a practice handoff before 
regaining possession and his composure. 
After that unplanned hesitation, he no- 
ticed the defensive end had pinched inside 
to stop the running back, so Drenning took 
off running to that vacated spot. 

“Why did you do that?” coach Rich 
Rodriguez queried him later. 

Drenning replied that he had, basically, 
read the defensive end. 

Well, wasn’t that interesting ... 

Rodriguez took that moment of seren- 
dipity, made an entire offense out of it, 
and then married the scheme to what he 
knew to be the toughest thing to defend 
— the two-minute drill. The concepts 
of the read-option and no-huddle tempo 
began to go mainstream when he moved 
up to coordinator at Tulane in 1997, then 
at Clemson in 1999 and then as the head 
coach at West Virginia in 2001. 


BCS MATCHUPS 


The BCS National Championship Game era ends in Pasadena. 
Here's how Lindy’s sees the biggest games shaking out this season: 


ROSE BOWL 
Wednesday, Jan. 1 ¢ Pasadena, Calif. e Rose Bowl 
Big Ten #1 vs. Pac-12 #1 © Lindy’s pick: Michigan vs. Stanford 


ORANGE BOWL 
Friday, Jan. 3 ¢ Miami ¢ Sun Life Stadium 
ACC #1 vs. BCS at-large © Lindy’s pick: Clemson vs. Louisville 


SUGAR BOWL 
Thursday, Jan. 2 * New Orleans » Louisiana Superdome 


SEC #1 vs. BCS at-large  Lindy’s pick: Texas A&M vs. Florida State 


FIESTA BOWL 
Wednesday, Jan. 1 © Glendale, Ariz. ¢ Univ. of Phoenix Stadium 
Big 12 #1 vs. BCS at-large © Lindy’s pick: Oklahoma St. vs. Oregon 


BCS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


Monday, Jan. 6 © Pasadena, Calif. e Rose Bowl 
BCS #1 vs. BCS #2  Lindy’s pick: Alabama vs. Ohio State 


Others learned from it, fiddled with it, 
copied it — and Chip Kelly might have 
darn near perfected it — but that’s the 
basis for a sport that continues to pack 
more plays into every 60-minute period. 

There were an average of 71.5 plays per 
team in 2012. 

The average was 69.8 in 2011. 

It was 68.4 in 2010. 

It was 67.7 in each of the previous 
two years. 

In that five-season span — starting in 
2008 when the NCAA implemented new 
clock rules to actually shorten the length of 
games — total offense per team increased 
from 371.6 yards per game to 409.2. Scor- 
ing has increased from 27.2 points per team 
in 2008 to 29.5 last season. 

This is a high-volume business, and 
coaches are cramming more inventory into 
every game by eliminating the middle- 
man: The huddle. 

The huddle was your father’s football. 
It’s becoming as obsolete as leather hel- 
mets. Rodriguez calls it the “biggest waste 
of time in football.” 

The track meet continues. More plays, 
more yards, more points. Most of college 
football now moves at Twitter speed ... 
and it won't be slowing down in 2013. 


SS 9 aan eS eS 
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THE RATION 


HIGH-RISK, HIGH-REWARD: 


COACHING CHANGES ABOUND 


As the money generated by college football has increased, so have the stakes for winning. 

Schools are investing in their football programs at an amazing rate, and fans demand immediate results for that investment. 

That’s why about one out of every four FBS teams will have a new face on the sideline this fall. The separation between the 
“haves” and the “have nots” has turned the coaching carousel into a food chain, with several high-risk, high-reward jobs at the BCS 


level changing hands every season. 


Getting to a bowl game — particularly since that requires merely a .500 record — is not enough to maintain job security in today’s 
coaching landscape. Every athletic director wants to land “the perfect fit,” and there is too much money on the line to waste time if 


that fit is not in place. 


For example, Dave Doeren at Northern Illinois, and Darrell Hazell at Kent State turned in great seasons, so NC State and Purdue — 
bowl teams in 2011 and 2012 — shook up their programs to bring in a young coach on the rise. Of course, Northern Illinois and Kent 
State then had to replace their coaches and hope that their program-changing seasons were not a flash in the pan. 

Sometimes, the big boys raid the big boys, too. Bret Bielema led Wisconsin to three straight Big Ten titles but was poached by 
Arkansas. Still, it’s moving up — in this case from a strong Big Ten school to just another team in the SEC. 


Out: John L. Smith In: Bret Bielema 

Razorbacks athletic director Jeff Long 
let the rest of the nation speculate while 
he convinced Bielema to leave Wisconsin 
after three straight Big Ten titles. The 
shocker of the offseason is easily the most 
impressive, as Arkansas lands a proven 
winner to get them back into SEC West 
contention. Bielema’s physical brand 
of football fits the conference, but not 
Petrino’s personnel. He should get a few 
seasons of leeway. A Lindy’s Top 5 hire. 


Out: Gus Malzahn In: Bryan Harsin 

Harsin, like Malzahn and Hugh Freeze 
before him, is a creative offensive mind 
who should fit right in at Arkansas State. 
The issue for the first-year head coach will 
be continuing the Red Wolves’ two-year 
streak of 10-win seasons and Sun Belt 
titles. Harsin’s 10 years at Boise State 
included five as Chris Petersen's offensive 
coordinator and quarterbacks coach before 
taking the same job with Mack Brown at 
Texas. Harsin is no stranger to success; he 
just needs to keep it alive in Jonesboro. 


Out: Gene Chizik In: Gus Malzahn 

Malzahn’s return to Auburn will flash 
fans back to that memorable 2010 BCS 
title run, which will help erase the 
memory of a winless SEC performance in 
2012. Malzahn spent just a year at Arkan- 
sas State after leaving his post as Chizik’s 
offensive coordinator, but in that year, he 
led a Top 25 offense to a Sun Belt title. 
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The smartest decision of his early career 
may have been bringing in veteran SEC 
assistant Ellis Johnson as his defensive 
coordinator. A Lindy’s Top 5 hire. 


Out: Frank Spaziani In: Steve Addazio 

Addazio’s high-energy style might be just 
what Boston College needs after the Eagles’ 
win total dropped every year under Spa- 
ziani. The former Temple coach and Florida 
offensive coordinator has already tapped 
into the transfer market to replenish the 
roster for 2013, but Addazio will need to tap 
into his Connecticut roots and re-establish 
Boston College as a landing spot for top tal- 
ent in the Northeast if the Eagles are going 
to get back to bowling on an annual basis. 


Out: Jeff Tedford In: Sonny Dykes 

Tedford was well-liked by many around 
the Cal community, and well-respected in 
the league, but the program lacked the 
excitement necessary to fill remodeled 
Memorial Stadium. The hiring of Dykes 
comes with expectations that things will 
not be boring for much longer in Berkeley. 
Dykes and offensive coordinator Tony 
Franklin might not be able to recreate the 
No. 1 offense in the nation immediately, 
but fans look at Louisiana Tech’s numbers 
from 2012 (51.5 points per game, 577.9 
yards per game) and anticipate a new era 
of Cal football. A Lindy’s Top 5 hire. 


Out: Butch Jones In: Tommy Tuberville 
Every 2-3 years nowadays, the Cincinnati 


coach bails for a big paycheck at a high- 
profile program, as Jones follows Mark 
Dantonio (MSU) and Brian Kelly (Notre 
Dame) out of Steppingstone U. It serves UC 
right after it dumped loyal, successful Rick 
Minter a decade ago. Tuberville, meantime, 
is not exactly a young, rising star, but he 
never was a great fit at Texas Tech, so he’s 
happy to get another fresh start. 


Out: Jon Embree In: Mike MacIntyre 

Maybe we did not realize how bad 
things had gotten at Colorado, but after 
athletic director Mike Bohn spent an 
hour venting at the press conference for 
Embree’s dismissal, the situation became 
crystal clear. MacIntyre has his hands full 
trying to rebuild Colorado, but his experi- 
ence taking San Jose State from 1-12 to 
10-2 in just three years gives some hope 
to those in Boulder. We DO realize how 
hard it is to win at San Jose State, and 
this guy did it. A Lindy’s Top 5 hire. 


Out: Mario Cristobal In: Ron Turner 

The firing of Cristobal resulted in a lot 
of head scratching from the FIU faithful, 
particularly after the Sun Belt title-win- 
ning coach was not replaced by rumored 
candidate Butch Davis. A 29-day coaching 
search resulted in Tampa Bay quarterbacks 
coach and former Illinois head man Turner 
taking over the program. Turner has a Big 
Ten title (2001) to his name and a lengthy 
resume as a College assistant, but his ten- 
ure with the Illini ended thanks to just one 
conference win in his final two seasons. 
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GEORGIA STATE 

Out: Bill Curry In: Trent Miles Curry led 
the Panthers from infancy to the FBS, but 
following his 10-23 mark (1-10 last year), 
the Panthers will start play in the Sun 
Belt with energetic Trent Miles. He turned 
around Indiana State's moribund program 
(his alma mater), but now he’s got big-time 
teams on his schedule. 


IDAHO 

Out: Robb Akey In: Paul Petrino 

Considering the circumstances for Idaho 
football, athletic director Rob Spear landed 
a strong hire in Paul Petrino. The Vandals 
are an FBS independent, unwanted leftovers 
from the WAC’s decimation in conference 
realignment. Petrino is a coaching lifer with 
experience coaching alongside big brother 
Bobby at Louisville, Arkansas and with the 
Atlanta Falcons. Now he returns to Idaho, 
where he was an assistant from 1992-94. 


KENT STATE 


Out: Darrell Hazell In: Paul Haynes 

Hazell’s school-record 11-win season 
made him a top candidate for every job 
opening in the offseason, so his exit did 
not come as a surprise. Instead of look- 
ing in a new direction, AD Joel Nielsen 
hired Arkansas DC Paul Haynes, a former 
Kent State defensive back who served as 
secondary coach in 1999-2000. Hazell and 
Haynes both served as defensive assis- 
tants on Jim Tressel’s Ohio State staff. 


KENTUCKY 

Out: Joker Phillips In: Mark Stoops 

Want a sign that Mark Stoops has 
people excited about Kentucky football? 
Check the school-record 50,831 fans in 
attendance for the Wildcats’ spring game. 
After he coached Florida State’s defense 
into one of the nation’s best units, Stoops 
did some impressive work on the recruit- 
ing trail, but he still faces the toughest 
part of the job: winning in the SEC. 


LOUISIANA TECH 
Out: Sonny Dykes In: Skip Holtz 
Louisiana Tech would like to figure out 
a way to replicate their recent WAC success 
in Conference USA. So when Dykes left for 
Cal, the Bulldogs reached out to the recently 
dismissed Holtz. Holtz may have stumbled 
at USF, but he led East Carolina to back- 
to-back Conference USA titles in 2008 and 
2009. As the Bulldogs enter foreign terri- 
tory, Holtz gives them a sense of familiarity. 


2013 www.lindyssports.com 


NC STATE 

Out: Tom O'Brien In: Dave Doeren 

O'Brien’s NC State teams reached the 
postseason in four of his six seasons, but the 
school demanded Top 25 finishes — some- 
thing O'Brien did just once. Doeren is a noted 
recruiter and had major success at Northern 
Illinois. Wolfpack fans are hoping to see the 
high-powered attack that helped NIU average 
41 points last season, but it'll take time. 


NEVADA 

Out: Chris Ault In: Brian Polian 

Father of the Pistol offense, Ault led 
Nevada to five straight winning seasons 
before retiring at the age of 66 witha 
233-109-1 record. Brian Polian, 38, was 
Texas A&M's special teams coordinator 
in 2012 after serving in the same role at 
Stanford and Notre Dame. In addition to 
being the son of longtime NFL exec Bill 
Polian, Brian carries a strong reputation 
as a recruiter in the college game. 


NEW MEXICO STATE 
Out: DeWayne Walker In: Doug Martin 
Like Idaho, New Mexico State is in a tough 
position as an FBS independent that could 
not find a home after the WAC fell apart. 
With no bowl appearances since 1960 and 
a long history of losing streaks, the Aggies 
reached out to former offensive coordina- 
tor Doug Martin (who spent 2012 on Frank 
Spaziani’s Boston College staff) to replace De- 
Wayne Walker, who was unsuccessful in four 
years of trying to turn around the program. 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


Out: Dave Doeren In: Rod Carey 

Doeren’s decision to accept the NC State 
job came just one day after the Huskies 
captured their second straight MAC cham- 
pionship. With no plans of straying from 
their winning ways, offensive line coach 
Rod Carey was promoted immediately. 


OREGON 

Out: Chip Kelly In: Mark Helfrich 

Helfrich, like Kelly and Mike Bellotti be- 
fore him, moves to the Oregon head coach- 
ing job after a successful stint as offensive 
coordinator, The Ducks’ high-speed attack 
continued to flourish under Helfrich’s lead- 
ership, and it does not sound like there 
are many plans to fix what isn’t broken 
(Scott Frost moves from receivers coach to 
offensive coordinator). The NCAA's ongoing 
investigation into the program makes the 
crystal ball a bit murky, though. 


PURDUE 

Out: Danny Hope In: Darrell Hazell 

In just two years as head coach, Hazell 
led Kent State to the program’s first 11-win 
season, first MAC division title, and first 
bowl appearance since 1972. That success, 
paired with his Big Ten experience as a Jim 
Tressel assistant at Ohio State, made him 
the ideal Big Ten coaching candidate this 
offseason. Still, a Purdue coach getting 
fired after back-to-back bowls is crazy. 


SAN JOSE STATE 

Out: Mike MacIntyre In: Ron Caragher 

In order to find a replacement for 
MacIntyre (who left for Colorado) after 
one of the program's most successful 
seasons in recent memory, AD Gene 
Bleymaier turned to Caragher, from FCS 
San Diego, Jim Harbaugh’s old post. 
Caragher led USD to conference titles in 
three of his six seasons on the job, but 
continuing MacIntyre’s success in the 
Mountain West will be a challenge. 


SOUTHERN MISS 

Out: Ellis Johnson In: Todd Monken 

After straying from the formula once, 
Southern Miss returned to Oklahoma State 
to hire an offensive coordinator for the third 
time in four coaching searches. Monken, 
like Jeff Bower and Larry Fedora, brings an 
impressive resume of offensive success with 
the Cowboys, leading a unit that ranked in 
the Top 5 nationally in each of the past two 
seasons. After a program-worst 0-12 show- 
ing in 2012, fans will be happy to see any 
positives from Monken’s squad in 2013. 


SYRACUSE 

Out: Doug Marrone In: Scott Shafer 

Because the NFL schedule runs longer 
than college, losing a coach to the pros can 
put an athletic director a month behind 
schedule in finding his replacement. When 
the Bills hired Marrone, Syracuse quickly 
promoted defensive coordinator Shafer to 
the job, giving the Orange as much conti- 
nuity as possible for its move to the ACC. 


TENNESSEE 


Out: Derek Dooley In: Butch Jones 

Tennessee took a hard run at Louisville’s 
Charlie Strong, and Oklahoma State’s Mike 
Gundy, and even Jon Gruden ... so even 
though Jones was the Big East Coach of the 
Year in 2011, he doesn’t bring the gravitas 
that Vol Nation was building for (sigh, 
remember how Dooley landed in Knoxville 
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after Lane Kiffin bolted for USC). Still, 
Jones held off pursuits from Colorado 
and Purdue hoping to land in a place like 
Neyland Stadium, so this could be a good 
match. 


Out: Steve Addazio In: Matt Rhule 

The Owls found a familiar face to lead the 
program in the new American Athletic Con- 
ference. Rhule joined Al Golden's Temple staff 
in 2006 and eventually became the Owls’ of- 
fensive coordinator before Addazio took over 
in 2012. Rhule knows the challenges Temple 
must overcome to rebuild the energy around 
the program, but the 37-year old Pennsylva- 
nia native seems up to the task. 


Out: Tommy Tuberville In: Kliff Kingsbury 


As a quarterback, Kliff Kingsbury was 
fast and productive. As an assistant coach, 
the record-breaking Red Raiders star has 
been the same. Success tutoring quarter- 
backs at Houston and Texas A&M (hello, 
Johnny Football) turned into an oppor- 
tunity to return to Lubbock as one of the 
youngest head coaches in football. Raider 
fans, of course, consider Kingsbury one of 
their own — a feeling that never caught 
on with the former staff. 


Out: Skip Holtz In: Willie Taggart 

Taggart found success at his alma mater 
(Western Kentucky), and now the Braden- 
ton, Fla., native will try to do the same 
near his hometown. Taggart played at WKU 
for Jack Harbaugh, and then later coached 
on Jim Harbaugh’s staff at Stanford, before 


moving to Western Kentucky (14-10 the 
past two years). A Lindy’s Top 5 hire. 


Out: Mike Price In: Sean Kugler 

Price couldn't sustain the early success 
he had in El Paso, and so the Miners get 
a new start under Kugler. After his play- 
ing career at UTEP, Kugler has spent more 
than a decade as an offensive line coach 
in the NEL, along with a season (2006) 
on the staff at Boise State. 


Out: Gary Andersen In: Matt Wells 

Offensive coordinator Wells, a former 
Aggies QB, was promoted to the head 
coaching job the day Andersen left for 
Wisconsin. Wells has a tough task ahead, 
leading the Aggies from the WAC into the 
Mountain West with no head coaching 
experience and a new set of expectations 
following Utah State’s 11-win season. 


Out: Willie Taggart In: Bobby Petrino 

Petrino’s messy exit from Arkansas (follow- 
ing his messy exit from the Atlanta Falcons), 
made it tough for BCS athletic directors to 
take him seriously. But for WKU, Petrino was 
an easy choice to try to build on the success 
started by Taggart. The former Arkansas 
coach needs a fresh start somewhere, and 
WKU — thanks to the $1.5-million buyout 
from Arkansas — is willing to take that risk. 


Out: Bill Cubit In: P.J. Fleck 

Even young head coaches like Kliff Kings- 
bury and Matt Campbell look like veterans 
compared to 32-year old Fleck. Fleck turned 
to coaching after two uneventful seasons of 
pro ball, returning to his alma mater North- 
ern Illinois before following Greg Schiano 
from Rutgers to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 
Fleck has never even been a coordinator at 
the college level, so the first-year Broncos 
coach has plenty to prove this fall. 


Out: Bret Bielema In: Gary Andersen 

Andersen had the appearance of Utah 
lifer. The Salt Lake City native spent 11 
seasons as a defensive assistant for the 
Utes, one as head coach at Southern Utah, 
and four seasons turning Utah State into 
a WAC conference champion. But Badgers’ 
AD Barry Alvarez saw a 48-year-old coach 
on the rise that could keep Wisconsin go- 


ing in the right direction. 
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SNEAK PEEK 
_1.JadeveonClowney* =—SC*iOD'E _ South Carolina — 
NFLDraftScout.com gave us their annual year-in-advance look 2, Tajh Boyd QB ____ Clemson 
at the NFL Draft. After a substandard 2013 draft for quarter- 3. Teddy Bridgewater* QB Louisville 
backs, it looks like NFL teams will have multiple chances for a _ 4. MargiseLee* WR USC 
franchise passer in the top half of the first round. 5. Stephon Tuitt* DE Notre Dame _ 
6. Anthony Barr = OLB UCLA 
_ 7. C.J. Mosley —— LB Alabama 
_8.Jake Matthews = OT. Texas A&M 
9. Aaron Murray QB Georgia — 
_ 10. Austin Seferian-Jenkins* ree Washington 
11. Will Sutton : DL Arizona State _ 
m2) . Jackson Jeffcoat iP aDES ‘Texas — 
13 i3. Ka’Deem Carey* RB ‘Arizona 
14. Bradley Roby* CB “Ohio State 
15. TaylorLewan OT Michigan 
16. AJ McCarron QB Alabama 
__17. Shayne Skov LB sSSttanford 
18. Daniel McCullers DT —_—_—Tennessee _ 
_19, Jason Verrett ' CBs. See ICUS 
_ 20. Cyrus Kouandjio* On . Alabama 
21.CalvinBarnett = ~—~—~DT ~—sOklahoma State 
22. Brandon Coleman* WR ____Rutgers — 
_23.A.J.Johnson* 2 ee Tennessee 
_ 24. Aaron Colvin i. CB Oklahoma f 
25.Kareem Martin = | DE North Carolina 
_26. Morgan Breslin === DE USC _ 
_ 27. Cyril Richardson RG Baylor _ 
28.KyleVanNoy LB ee 
_ 29, Zack Martin Pest. ‘Notre Dame 
30. Jordan Matthews WR Vanderbilt 
31. Silas Redd RBS Serene 
_ 32. Logan Thomas om Be SOB: Virginia Tech 
33. Deandre Coleman DT California 
34. Cody Hoffman WR BYU 
35.Damien Williams === RB-——~C~C~S~=«éKTzHOM_— 
36. Gabe Jackson 0G Mississippi State 
_37.ZachMettenberger = QB SereSUiee 
__ 38. James Gayle = DE Virginia Te Tech 
39. . Darqueze Dennard = = ~~ CB___ Michigan s State 
40. Trent Murphy 3 OLB ___ Stanford 
41. Kevin Norwood WR Alabama 
42. JustinGilbert === ss CB Oklahoma State 
43. TJ Jones WR Notre Dame 
44.BenGardner DE Stanford — 
45. Anthony Steen 0G Alabama 
46. Seantrel Henderson OT Miami (Fla.) 
"47. LaDarius Perkins ~~—~—=«&RB—_Mississippi State 
48. Christian Jones OLB Florida State 
49, Bennett Jackson i aJCB _ Notre Dame — 
Jadeveon Clowney _ 50. Stephen Morris QB —CS:sMiamii (Flaa.) 


Photo by Jeff Blake-USA TODAY Sports 


*Underclassman 
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THE HATION 


TOP 12 NON-CONFERENCE GAMES 


1. GEORGIA AT CLEMSON, AUG. 31: 

This is what we like — an opening- 
weekend battle that has major national 
championship implications and two great 
senior quarterbacks. The Dawgs have 
Aaron Murray and an SEC schedule about 
as forgiving as possible, greasing the path 
to the conference title game. Clemson 
counters with Tajh Boyd and momentum 
from beating LSU in the Chick-fil-A Bowl. 
They share a tantalizing launching pad, 
but only one gets to take off. 


2. NOTRE DAME AT STANFORD, NOV. 30: 

Stepfan Taylor twisting, churning, reach- 
ing for the goal line in overtime, only to be 
ruled down, was one of the indelible images 
of the 2012 season. The game, that moment, 
helped propel the Irish to the national title 
game while Stanford “settled” for the Rose 
Bowl. Both teams return as top 10 timber 
— or better — in one of the year’s great 
clashes of big-boy power football. 


3. ALABAMA VS. VIRGINIA TECH 
(IN ATLANTA), AUG, 31: 

The rest of Alabama's non-conference 
schedule is what you would expect — 
snoozeville — but credit to the Tide, which 
likes to kick off its season with a goodie. 
Nick Saban’s crew began its national cham- 
pionship season in 2009 right here — 
Atlanta, vs. Virginia Tech — and started 
last season's run with a neutral-field 
beat-down of Michigan. Tech’s hope is that 


Clemson quarterback Tajh Boyd (10) hands the ball off to running back 


quarterback Logan Thomas goes crazy be- 
fore the Alabama defense finds its footing. 


4, FLORIDA STATE AT FLORIDA, NOV. 30: 

FSU's Jimbo Fisher had gone 6-0 
against in-state opponents until his ‘Noles 
coughed up five turnovers in a 37-26 
home loss to the Gators last November. 
The Gators dominated the series with six 
consecutive wins from 2004 to 2009, then 
Florida State won two in a row before last 
season ... and now, this is looking like the 
top 10 matchup it should be annually. 


5, OKLAHOMA AT NOTRE DAME, SEPT. 28: 
We just like the sound of it: Oklahoma- 
Notre Dame. The classic series, largely dor- 
mant for more than four decades, was revived 
last season ... well, at least on Notre Dame's 
side. The Irish slapped the sleepy Sooners in 
Norman, 30-13, and the echoes of that game 
could translate into revenge in South Bend. 


6. CLEMSON AT SOUTH CAROLINA, NOV. 30: 

It’s time this rivalry starts resembling, 
well, an actual rivalry. The Gamecocks 
have won the past four meetings, all by 
double digits, and have allowed an aver- 
age of 13.5 points in those games. 


7. LSU VS. TCU (IN ARLINGTON, TEXAS), 
AUG, 31: 

Yet another reason why the opening 
weekend of college football is as impor- 
tant as the last, and why kickoff can’t 


Andre Ellington (23) against Georgia Tech. 
Photo by Cal Sport Media via AP Images 
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get here quickly enough. The experienced 
Frogs, especially gritty on defense (yeah, 
so what's new?), will test the mettle 

of LSU quarterback Zach Mettenberger, 
whose improvement is paramount in order 
for the Tigers and their rebuilt defense to 
hold their place among the national elite. 


8. NOTRE DAME AT MICHIGAN, SEPT. 7: 

The Irish picked off five passes and 
forced six turnovers overall as they 
slogged to a 13-6 victory last season. 
Brian Kelly and Brady Hoke have brought 
back these great programs, in short order, 
from tough times, pushing this game back 
toward must-see territory. 


9, UCLA AT NEBRASKA, SEPT, 14: 

Love the quarterback matchup. UCLA's 
Brett Hundley announced his presence as 
a freshman when he went for a total of 
358 yards in last season's meeting (a 36-30 
Bruins win in the Rose Bowl), while Taylor 
Martinez accounted for 271 total yards. 


10, FLORIDA AT MIAMI, SEPT, 7: 

It seems like a natural rivalry, but these 
in-state foes have met only three times in 
the regular season since 1987 (with two 
bowl games mixed in). The renewal should 
be a beaut. It’s especially intriguing early 
in the season as a pair of quarterbacks — 
Florida’s Jeff Driskel and Miami's Stephen 
Morris — will be in prove-it mode. 


11. TENNESSEE AT OREGON, SEPT. 14: 

It’s all about the new coaches. Different 
situations to be sure, with Oregon's Mark 
Helfrich stepping into the big shoes of 
Chip Kelly, while Butch Jones steps into 
the big mess left by a pair of post-Phillip 
Fulmer coaches. Each would like valida- 
tion in the third game of the season. 


12, BOISE STATE AT WASHINGTON, AUG. 31: 
How often do you see it? Teams that 
played a tight, entertaining bowl game — 
the Broncos won 28-26 in Las Vegas on a 
late field goal and interception — start 
off the next year against each other. Yeah, 
never. That's why this game makes the list. 
Apologies to USC at Notre Dame (Oct. 19) 
... the Irish have too many other big games. 
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Johnny Football vs. Alabama. Round 2. 
That is all. 


College football's ultimate battle of 
speed vs. power is deadlocked at two 
apiece in the past four meetings, with 
the Cardinal shocking the top-rated Ducks 
late last season and winning the Pac-12 
North Division (and allowing a certain 
team from Tuscaloosa to get back into 
the national title game). Now, let's see if 
the Ducks can squirm out of Stanford's 
headlock. 


To recap, in 2011, No. 1 LSU beat No. 
2 Alabama in Tuscaloosa, 9-6, before the 
second-ranked Tide emphatically turned 
the tables on top-ranked LSU in the BCS 
national championship game. Last season, 
No. 1 Alabama pulled off the miracle 
comeback — T.J. Yeldon scoring on a 28- 
yard swing pass — to win 21-17 in Tiger 
Stadium. Overall, the last three regular- 
season games have been decided by a total 
of 10 points. Expect anything different? 


The Gamecocks have won three in a row 
in the series but have little to show for 
the past two victories, because subsequent 
losses allowed the Bulldogs to claim the 
SEC East. This year’s post-Georgia confer- 
ence schedule is easier, so Steve Spurrier’s 
fellas aren't as likely to be backpedaling 
in the division if they can get a leg up on 
the Dawgs one more time. 

Each of these teams will have played 
Alabama by now, so it’s hard to know what 
it will mean. A battle for No. 1? SEC West? 
BCS at-large berth? Heisman Trophy? LSU's 
defense (now dearly departed) took a bite 
out of Johnny Manziel last season, picking 
him off three times, sacking him three 
times and limiting him to 27 yards rushing. 

Two teams that got rings last season. 
The Badgers won the Big Ten title game 
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Alabama quarterback AJ McCarron (10). 
Photo by AP Photo/Dave Martin 


and became official champions, while the 
probation-laden Buckeyes really were the 
best team in the league, going 12-0, a 
feat deemed so special that the athletic 
department chipped in for the ring bling 
(shouldn't that be against the rules?). 
After Ohio State took a 21-14 overtime 
victory last season, this time the game 
really counts for both teams. 


WJAGROUNVIL £); NOV, 2: 

Dawgs quarterback Aaron Murray is 2-1 
against the Gators but has never com- 
pleted more than 50 percent of his passes. 
He is 45 of 95 with seven interceptions 
and six touchdowns vs. UF, needing to be 
rescued by Georgia’s defense (six turn- 
overs, including a late fumble) in a 17-9 
win last season. 


This has been high-scoring and enter- 
taining the past two years, with the winner 
going on to claim the Atlantic Division and 
entry into the ACC Championship Game. 

It probably will be the same story this 
season. This time, Clemson has the home- 
field edge, the quarterback advantage and 
(maybe) a defense that can hold the ‘Noles 
to something less than the 667 yards they 
threw down last year in winning, 49-37. 


J. URIO STATE AT MICHIGAN, NOV. 30 
Urban Meyer is 1-up on Brady Hoke, 
who doesn’t want to become the rivalry 
whipping boy like Lloyd Carr was to Jim 
Tressel. The first of two? Can’t rule out 

a rematch a week later in the Big Ten 
Championship Game. 
10. UCLA AT USC, NOV. 30 

It’s a classic that might be doing 
a 180. The Bruins have the better quarter- 
back (Brett Hundley), the better coach 
(Jim Mora) and better momentum, coming 
off just their second victory over cross- 
town Troy in the past 14 years. 


Mack Brown has lost three in a row 
to Oklahoma in the Red River Rivalry, 
That's bad. This is worse: The Horns lost 
the last two by a combined 80 points. 
Lose like that again, and Brown could 
have plenty of time next year to sample 
Fletcher's Corny Dogs and fried bacon 
cinnamon rolls at the Texas State Fair. 


Ye | 


Twice in the past four years, this 
matchup has failed to produce more 
than 20 total points. We can see that 
happening again, and that’s not a bad 


thing. 
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THE WATION 


COMEBACK PLAYERS 
(non-injury division) 


Don't forget about these 10 players, 
who didn’t see the field last season (or 
darn close to it): 


Tom Savage, QB, Pitt: A 2009 Freshman All- 
American at Rutgers, Savage lost his starting 
job as a sophomore, transferred to Arizona 
for the 2011 season, but then headed back 
east after a semester because of family rea- 
sons. He landed at Pitt, where he had to sit 
out a second season because of transfer rules 
... and, now, he could end up the starter for 
the Panthers as they head into the ACC. 


Aaron Lynch, DE, USF: He had 5.5 sacks 
and 14 quarterback hurries as a true 
freshman at Notre Dame, but never shook 
a bout of homesickness and transferred 
back to his home state. The former big- 
time recruit now gets to cause havoc for 
new Bulls’ coach Willie Taggart. 


Tyler Gaffney, RB, Stanford: The fifth-year 
senior returned to school this spring after 
taking a sabbatical to play minor-league 
baseball last year. He gives coach David 
Shaw another physical back to pair with 
Anthony Wilkerson, as they complement the 
open-field skills of redshirt freshman Barry 
Sanders, whose pops could run a little, too. 
Gaffney carried 74 times for 449 yards and 
seven touchdowns as a junior in 2011. 


Max Garcia and Tyler Moore, OL, Florida: 
A banged-up Florida offensive line found 
some relief this spring with the play of 
these two transfers from four-year schools. 
Garcia, a junior from Maryland, impressed at 
left guard, while Moore, a sophomore who 
started four games as a true freshman at 
Nebraska, came out as the projected starter 
at right tackle. 


Tra Carson and Brandon Williams, RB, 
Texas A&M: Carson ran for 254 yards at 
Oregon as a freshman in 2011 and figures 
to be used as a short-yardage back in a 
crowded Aggies backfield. Williams, also 
played as a true freshman in 2011 — with 
OU not UO — carrying 46 times for 219 
yards for the Sooners. He adds a slashing 
running style to the stable. 


Malcolm Jones, RB, UCLA: He quit the Bru- 
ins after getting three carries on the final 
drive of the season-opener against Rice, then 
retumed, hat in hand, after the season, ask- 
ing to rejoin the program. Coach Jim Mora 
agreed to let him come back as a walk-on ... 


a very talented walk-on. While Jones’ career 
has been modest so far, he has the pedigree 
— he was the 2009 Gatorade National High 

School Player of the Year — and the oppor- 
tunity in a wide-open backfield competition 
after the loss of Johnathan Franklin, 


Jake Heaps, QB, Kansas: Can a former 
BYU quarterback save the day for an ex- 
Notre Dame coach? The Jayhawks of 
Charlie Weis were one of three teams in the 
country to complete less than 50 percent 
of their passes last season (Southern Miss 
and Army were the others, to complete the 
trivia question), and new hopes are now 
pinned on Heaps, a former No. 1 quarter- 
back recruit who started 16 games at BYU. 


Pete Thomas, QB, North Carolina State: 
The transfer from Colorado State directed 
the first-team offense in the Wolfpack’s 
spring game, and will continue to battle 
Manny Stocker in the fall to be the guy 
who replaces Mike Glennon in a more fast- 
paced spread system. 


COMEBACK PLAYERS 
(injury division) 

Here are 10 players who should make 
key impacts on their teams and confer- 


ence races after a medical-hardship 
worthy season: 


Devon Kennard, OLB, USC (torn pec): 

He was moved this spring from the Trojans’ 
well-stocked defensive end position, to an 
outside ‘backer spot. He's no stranger to 
linebacker, having started games in the 
middle. He'll be part of a strong front seven. 


Blake Countess, CB, Michigan (ACL): 
The sophomore, who tore up his knee in 
last year’s disastrous opener vs. Alabama, 
is expected back at full strength for the 
2013 opener for a secondary that lost 
stalwarts Jordan Kovacs and J.T. Floyd. 


C.J. Brown, QB, Maryland (ACL): The most 
hazardous position in college football last 
season was Maryland quarterback. Brown 
tore his ACL in fall camp and a series of 
replacements fell during the season until 
coach Randy Edsall was out of scholarship 
quarterbacks. Even though Brown was 
unable to do more than drill work in the 
spring, Edsall didn’t hesitate to designate 
him as his 2013 starter ... and cross his 
fingers. Brown started five games in 2011. 


Henry Josey, RB, Missouri (knee): He 
was leading the Big 12 in rushing (1,168 


yards) when he shredded his knee in 
November 2011, requiring three surger- 

ies and sitting out all of last season. He 
appeared to have regained his speed and 
cutting ability in the spring; Josey’s return 
and a season of good health from QB James 
Franklin will add some punch to what was 
one of the worst offenses in the SEC. 


Paul Richardson, WR, Colorado (ACL): 

A rare bright spot for the Buffs’ offense, 
Richardson shined in the spring, looking 
fast and explosive and like one of the best 
receivers in the Pac-12. CU needs the boost 
after QB Jordan Webb suffered a torn ACL 
and co-starting quarterback Nick Hirschman 
decided to transfer after spring ball. 


Jordan Hicks, LB, Texas (hip): Limited 
to three games last season, Hicks was 
back in the spring, excelling in the final 
scrimmage. He'll help patch a Longhorns 
defense that was a grizzly 88th nationally 
against the run, allowing 192.15 yards per 
game. (Note that defensive end Jackson 
Jeffcoat played in a mere six games be- 
cause of injury last season, too.) 


Alfred Blue, RB, LSU (ACL): He posted 
100-yard games against North Texas and 
Washington to open last season before 
tearing an ACL against Idaho. The Tigers 
are so deep at running back that even 
with Spencer Ware and Michael Ford off 
early to the NFL, Blue will have to carve 
out a timeshare with big-time sophomore 
Jeremy Hill and Kenny Hilliard. 


Ronald Powell, DE/OLB, Florida (ACL): The 
original injury occurred last spring and he 
re-tore the ACL during rehab, setting back 
his return until fall camp. Powell, ranked as 
the nation’s No. 1 overall recruit in the 2010 
class by Rivals.com, will be another weapon 
for Will Muschamp's stingy defense. Powell 
plays the team’s premier pass-rushing spot, 
leading the team with six sacks in 2011. 


D.T. Shackelford, LB, Ole Miss (ACL): Has 
missed two full seasons because of compli- 
cations from the original injury, suffered 
in spring 2011. Shackelford, who led the 
team with five sacks in 2010, returned this 
spring and will be further working toward 
a key role again in the fall. 


Michaelee Harris, WR, Louisville (knee): 
Poor kid has had four knee injuries since 
arriving at Louisville in 2010, managing to 
squeeze in a tantalizing season in 2011, 
when he led the team with 37 catches for 
455 yards. We'll see in the fall if he regains 
playmaker status for QB Teddy Bridgewater. 


a 
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Sept7 SOUTHCAROLINASTATE oy 9 at NC State Aug. 29 INDIANA STATE sii le recipe SM aM 
Sept.7 DUKE Sept 19 at NOSite Nov. VIRGINA Sept7 NAVY bri argc renee ie 
Sept 14 allMiddle Tennessee egal cota Nov. 16 atPitsburgh Sept. 14 BOWLING GREEN PENN STATE ee soe eeern 
aoa Pa Oc. 2 BOSTON COLLEGE Se ade Mel ora Etisal 0 Ox.25  TEASTECH 
} Oct 19 FLORIDA STATE eis a 
ie on Oct.26 at Maryland NC STATE her [ee Sepl.14 UCF Nov.16 IOWASTATE 
Oc. 30 CINCINNATI Nov.2 al Virginia ‘Aug.31 LOUISIANA TECH Nov.2 MINNESOTA mene peg ea ela ty 
Nov. TENNESSEE-MARTIN Now. 14 GEORGIA TECH Sepl.? RICHMOND Now — IWWNOIS fate vilecnl Bb EG os 
Nov. 16 at South Flonda Nov.23 CITADEL Sept.12 CLEMSON Nov. 16 at Wisconsin Oct 26 at Ohio State OKLAHOMA STATE 
Nov.23 at Louisvile Nov.30 at South Carina Sept. 28 CENTRAL MICHIGAN Nov.23. at Ohio State ‘seni 

; ; Nov.2- ILLINOIS Aug.31 vs. Mississippi State (Houston, TX} 

New. 90 TEMPLE DUKE Oct5 at Wake Forest Nov.30 PURDUE Nev.9 at Minnesota Sop alUTSA 
Dec.7 at Connecticut hug.at NG CENTRAL Oc.12 SYRACUSE 1owA Nov.16 PURDUE Sept.14 LAMAR 
ee (002 NORTH CAROL 31 NORTHERN ILUNOKS ees eee pee a Vee reas 

Sepl4 GEORGIA TECH f Ag Nov.30 at Wisconsin Oct. _ KANSAS STATE 


Aug. 29 at Fresno State Nov.9 at Duke Sept 7 — MISSOURI STATE 
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Oct. 19 TCU at Souther Miss Oct. 26 TULSA Oct 12 at Arkansas Stale Oc.12 at Westem Michigan No.5 atButtalo 
Oct 26 atlowa State bab UAB Nov.2 at FAU Oct 26 at Ole Miss Oct. 19 MASSACHUSETTS Nov. 12 at Bowing Green 
Nov.2atTexas Tech Oct 26 LOUISIANA TECH Nov.9 al UTSA Nov.2 TEXAS STATE Oct.26 —_atKent State Nov.19 KENTSTATE 
Nov.9 KANSAS Nov.2 EAST CAROLINA Nov.23 UTEP Nov.9 OLD DOMINION Nov.5 OHIO Nov.29 MASSACHUSETTS 
Nov.16 at Texas Nov.9 at Middle Tennessee Nov. 30 at Rice Nov. 23 at Florida State Nov. 12 at Toledo TOLEDO 
Nov.23 BAYLOR Nov.16 atUTEP TULSA Nov.90 atNew Mexico State Nov.19 at Miami (OH) 
Dec.7 OKLAHOMA Nov.23. MARSHALL sual NOGLaGan NAVY Nov.29 BOWLING GREEN a Fok 
Nov.29° at FAD Bowing pe 
Tou a Famed Teas Sept? COLORADO STATE Sep? at Indiana CENTRAL MICHIGAN __ seo 14 EASTERN WASHINGTON 
Aug.31 vs. LSU (Afington, TX) Sept. 14 at Oklahoma Sept. 14 DELAWARE ‘Aug.31 atMichigan Sepi.21 at Central Michigan 
SepL7 SE. LOUISIANA Ag.3tatNC Stale Sepl.26 IOWA STATE Sept.28 at Westem Kentucky Sep.7 NEW HAMPSHIRE Sept. 28 at Ball State 
Sept.12 al Texas Tech Sept7 LAMAR Oc.5 RICE Oct.5 AIR FORCE Sept. 14 at UNLV OcL5 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Sept. 28 SMU Sept.12 TULANE Ocl.12 al UTEP Oct.12 at Duke Sept.21 TOLEDO Oc.19. NAVY 
Oct at Oklahoma Sept.21 al Kansas Oct. 26 at Tulane Oct.19 at Toledo Sept 28 alNC State OcL.26 at Bowing Green 
Oct 12. KANSAS Sept. 28 vs. Army (Daas, TX) Nov,2UTSA Oct.28 PITTSBURGH Oc.5 at Mami (OH) Nov,2. EASTERN MICHIGAN 
Oct 19 at Oklahoma Stale OtS at UTEP Nov.9 at East Carolina Nov.2 atNolre Dame Oc. 12 atOhio Nov.12 BUFFALO 
Oct. 26 TEXAS Oct. 19 NORTH TEXAS Nov. 14. MARSHALL Nov? HAWAlL Ocl.19 NORTHERN ILLINOIS Nov, 20. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
Nov.2 WEST VIRGINIA Oct 26 at FU Nov.23 at Louisiana Tech Nov. 15 SOUTH ALABAMA Nov,6 at Bal State Nov. 29 at Akron 
Nov.9 —atlowa State Nov.9 SOUTHERN MISS Nov.30. NORTH TEXAS Nov.23. at San Jose Stale Nov. 16 at Westem Michigan WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Nov.16 at Kansas State Nov.16 atRice tan Dec. 14 vs. Amy (Philadelphia, PA) ‘Nov. 28. MASSACHUSETTS 
Nov.30 BAYLOR Now.23 TULSA EULEIOOSTATE Nov,29 EASTERN MICHIGAN Aug.30 at Michigan State 
Nov.90 atUTSA Aug.31 atTroy NEW MEXICO STATE 7 NICHOLLS STATE 
TEXAS EASTERN MICHIGAN 
SaAREHAIEE Sept7 al LSU Aug.31 atTexas Sept. 14 at Northwestem 
Aug 31 NEW MEXICO STATE Sepl.21 NORTHWESTERN STATE Sepl.7 MINNESOTA Aug.31. HOWARD Sepl.21 atlowa 
Sept7 at BYU Aug. 31 MIAMI (OH) Sept. 28 at Vanderbilt Sept, 14 UTEP Sept.7 at Penn State Sept. 28 KENT STATE 
Sept 14 OLEMISS Sept.7  GARDNER-WEBS Oct 5 AU Sept 21 at UCLA Sep 14 at Ock5 —at Toledo 
Sepl.21 KANSAS STATE Sept. 14 at Ohio Oct 12 at FU Sept.28 SAN DIEGO STATE Sept.21 BALL STATE Oct 12 BUFFALO 
Oct 3 at lowa State Sept.21 at Virginia Tech Oct. 26 at UTSA Ocl5 at New Mexico Oct5 at Buffalo Oct 19 BALL STATE 
Oct. 12 vs. OKahoma (Dallas, TX) Oct5 UTSA Nov.2 MIDDLE TENNESSEE Oct.19 RICE Oct 12 atAmy Oct 26 atMassachusotts 
Oct 26 at TCU Oct 12 al FAU Nov.9 at Marshall Oct. 28 ABILENE CHRISTIAN Oct.19 OHIO . Nov.9 at Eastem Michigan 
Nov.2 KANSAS Oct 24 at Middle Tennessee Nov. 16 at East Carolina Nov.2 at Louisiana Oct. 26 at Northern linois Nov.16 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Nov.9 at West Virginia Nov,2 SOUTHERN MISS Nov.23. RICE Nov.9 BOSTON COLLEGE Nov.2 at Toledo Nov.26 at’Northem Iliinols 
Nov.16 OKLAHOMA STATE or ee Nov.90 SOUTHERN MISS Nov.24 at FAU fated Lill Catling 
Nov.28  TEXASTECH 14 at Nov.40 IDAHO : GREEN 
foes te eacae urer ee Ba rapt po Bors MOUNTAIN WEST 
Nov.30 EAST CAROLINA Sept? NEWMEXICO a  KENTSTATE 
2: Sept 14 alNew Metco State Aug 3t TEMPLE KENT STATE AIR FORCE 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE Sez) UTSA Sep? at Aug.28 LIBERTY 
Soi? STEPHENF.AUSTN «Al 22 WESTERNCAROUNA Sap 22s Corao St Se aa Sie? BOWUNG GREEN fst CoLGHTE 
Sept 12 TCU Sept.7 _atNorth Carolina Oct5 LOUISIANA TECH Sept.21 MICHIGAN STATE Sepl.14 at LSU Sep.7 UTAH STATE 
Sept. 21 TEXAS STATE Sept. 14 MEMPHIS Oct 12 TULSA Sept. 28 OKLAHOMA Sept. 21 alPenn State Sept. 13 al Boise Stato 
Oct at Kansas Sept. 21 at FAU Oct 26 at Rice Od.5 vs. Arizona State (Arington, TX) Sept.28 at Westem Michigan Sepe2] WYOMING 
Oct 12 JOWASTATE Sepl.27 a BYU Nov.2 at Texas A&M Od.19 USC Oct § NORTHERN ILLINOIS Sept.28 at Nevada 
Oct 19 at West Virginia Oct.5 _ EASTCAROLINA Nov.9 at North Texas Oc. 26 at AirForce Oct 12 al Ball State OdsS atNavy 
0cL28 at Okdshoma Oct 12 atNoth Texas Now. 16 FU Nov.2 NAVY Oct 19 at South Alabema Oc. 10 SAN DIEGO STATE 
Nov.2 OKLAHOMA STATE Oek’2¢ MARSHALL Nov.23 a Tulane Nov.9 al Pitsburgh Oct.26 BUFFALO reamed eee 
Nov.9 KANSAS STATE ; 5 ‘ 
Nov. 16 vs. Baylor (Arfington, TX) 
Nov.28 at Texas 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Aug-31 WILLIAM & MARY 
Sept.7 at Oldahoma 
Sept. 14 GEORGIA STATE 
Sept. 21. vs. Maryland (Baimore, MD) 
Sept.28 OKLAHOMA STATE 
Ock5 at Baylor 
Oct. 19 TEXASTECH 
Oct.26 at Kansas State 
Nov.2 at TCU 
Nov.9 TEXAS 
Nov. 16 atKansas 
Nov.29 JOWASTATE 


EAST CAROLINA 

Aug. 31 OLD DOMINION 

Sep. FAU 

Sept. 14 VIRGINIA TECH 

Sept 28 at North Carolina 

Oct5 at Middle Tennessee 

Oct.12 at Tulane 

Oct. 19 SOUTHERN MISS 

Nov.2 at FU , i rales . , 

Nov.9 TULSA Nov.30 TULANE Nov.90 at Hawai Nov,6 CENTRAL MICHIGAN Nov, 23. at Utah State 
Nov.16 UAB SOUTER Ie Dec. 14. vs. Navy (Philadelphia, PA) Nov, 13 atNorthern lina NORTHERN ILLINOIS ov.30 AIRFORCE 
Nov.23  atNC State BYU Nov.29 MIAMI (OH) Aug. 31 atlowa FRESNO STATE 
Nov. 30 at Marshall Aug.31 TEXAS STATE BOWLING GREEN Sept 14 at idaho 

SORA ATLANTIC eal Sep. 7 at Nebraska Aug.31 at Vagina SS Set 23 EASTERN ILLINOIS Aug.29 RUTGERS 
ELORIDA ATLANTIC (EAU) Tih) a Aaneas Sept 7 TEXAS Aug.2° TULSA Sept.28 at Purdue Sep.7 CALPOLY 
Aug. 30. at Miami Sept. 28 at Boise Stale Sept 21 UTAH Sept? at Kent State Oct 5 at Kent State Sept.14 at Colorado 
Sept.5 at East Carolina Ot.5 = FU Sept. 27 MIDDLE TENNESSEE Sept. 14 at Indiana Oct 12 AKRON Sept. 20. BOISE STATE 
Sepl. 14 at South Florida Oct.19 at East Carolina Oct.4 at Utah Stale Sept.21 MURRAY STATE Oct. 19 al Central Michigan Sept. 28 at Hawaii 
Sept.21 MIDDLE TENNESSEE Oct. 26 NORTH TEXAS Oct. 12 GEORGIA TECH Sept.28 AKRON Oct 25. EASTERN MICHIGAN 0c.5 at idaho 
Sept. 28 at Rice Nov.2 at Marshall Oct 19 atHouston Oct.5 MASSACHUSETTS Nov.2_atMassachusetts Oct.19 UNLV 
Oct.5 at UAB Nov.9 at Louisiana Tech Oct 26 BOISE STATE Oc.12 al Mississippi Stale No.3 BALL STATE Ock.26 at San Diego State 
Oc.12 © MARSHALL Nov. 16 FAU Now.9 at Wisconsin Oct.26 TOLEDO Nov.20 at Toledo Nov.2 NEVADA 
Oct. 26 at Aubum Nov, 23. MIDDLE TENNESSEE Nov. 16 IDAHO STATE Nov.5 at Miami (OH) Nov.26 WESTERN MICHIGAN Nov.9 at Wyoming 
Nov.2 TULANE Nov.30 at UAB Nov.23  atNotre Dame Nov. 12 OHIO onio Nov,23. NEW MEXICO 
Nov. 16 at Souther Miss TULANE Nov.30 at Nevada Nov. 23 at Easter Michigan Nov. 29 at'San Jose State 
Nov.23 NEW MEXICO STATE IDAHO Nov.29 al Butfalo Aug.31 at Louisville HAWAN 

Nov.29 FU Aug.31 JACKSON STATE BUFPALG Sept 7 NORTH TEXAS 

FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL Sept.7 SOUTH ALABAMA Aug.31 at North Texas Sept 14 MARSHALL Aug.29 USC 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL (FIU) sort 12 al Louisiana Tech Sep.7 at Wyoming ‘Aug.31 af Ohio State Sept 21 AUSTIN PEAY Sepl.7 at Oregon Stata 
Aug.31 at Maryland Sept.21 at Syracuse Sept. 14 NORTHERN ILLINOIS Sepl.7 at Baylor O5 — atAkron Sept.21 at Nevada 
Sepl.7 CF Sepl. 28 at ULM Sept. 21 at Washington State Sept.14 STONY BROOK Oct.12 CENTRAL MICHIGAN Sept.28 FRESNO STATE 
Sept. 14 BETHUNE-COOKMAN Oct5 NORTH TEXAS Sept. 28 TEMPLE Sept.28 CONNECTICUT Oct.19 at Eastem Michigan Oc.5 SAN JOSE STATE 
Sept. 21 at Louisville Oct 12 EAST CAROLINA Oct5 FRESNO STATE OctS EASTERN MICHIGAN Oct. 26 MIAMI (OH) Oc12 al UNLV 
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Oct.28 COLORADO STATE 
Nov.2 at Utah State 
Nov.9 at Navy 

Nov.16 SAN DIEGO STATE 
Nov.23. at Wyoming 
Nov.90 ARMY 


NEVADA 


Aug.31 at UCLA 

Sept 7 UCOAVIS 

Sept. 14 at Frida State 
Sept.21 HAWAII 

Sept 28 AIRFORCE 
Oct.4 —_at San Diego State 
Oct.19 at Boise State 
Oct. 25 UNLV 

Nov.2 at Fresno State 
Nov.9 at Colorado State 
Nov. 16 SAN JOSE STATE 
Nov,30 BYU 


Oct.5  NEWMEXICO STATE 


Oct. 12 at Wyoming 
Oct 19 UTAH STATE 


2 at San Diego State 
& AIRFORCE 

16 COLORADO STATE 
23 at Fresno State 

30 at Boise State 
SAN DIEGO STATE 


Aug. 31 EASTERN ILLINOIS 
Sept.7 at Olio Stale 
Sept.21 OREGON STATE 
Sept. 28 at New Mexico State 
Oct 4 NEVADA 

Oct 10 atl Air Force 
Oct.26 FRESNO STATE 

2 NEWMEXICO 
9 —atSan Jose State 
16 at Hawaii 

23 BOISESTATE 
x} 


Aug.29. SACRAMENTO STATE 


Sepl.7 at Stanford 

Sept. 21 at Minnesota 
Sept.27.  UTAHSTATE 
Oct.5 at Hawaii 

Oct.12 at Colorado State 
O26 = WYOMING 
Nov.2 at UNLV 

Nov.9 SAN DIEGO STATE 
Nov.16 at Nevada 
Nov.23 NAVY 

Nov.29 FRESNO STATE 


Aug.29 al Minnesota 
Sept.7 ARIZONA 


Sept.14 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
Sept.21 WESTERN ILLINOIS 


Sept. 28 at New Mexico 
On.2 HAWAI! 

Ocl.19 at Fresno State 
Oe. 26 at Nevada 

Nov,2 SAN JOSE STATE 
Nov.9 UTAH STATE 
Nov.21  atAlr Force 
Nov.30 SAN DIEGO STATE 


UTAH STATE 


Aug. 29 at Utah 

Sept.7 al Air Force 
Sept.14 WEBER STATE 
Sept. 21 at USC 

Sept. 27 at San Jose State 
Ot4 = BYU 

12 BOISE STATE 
19 atNewMaxico 
.2 HAWA 

19 at UNLY 
23 

0 


COLORADO STATE 
WYOMING 


‘OMING 


Aug.31atNebraska 
Sogt.7 


FFFTLL 


3 


IDAHO 
Sept. 14 NORTHERN COLORADO 


Sept. 21 at Air Force 

Sept. 28 at Texas State 

Oot. 12 NEW MEXICO 
Oct.19 COLORADO STATE 
Oct. 26 at San Jose State 
Nov.9 FRESNO STATE 


Nov. 16 at Boise State 


Nov. 23 HAWAll 
Nov,30 at Utah State 


PAC-12 


Nov. 16 WASHINGTON STATE 


Nov. 23. OREGON 


Nov.30 at Arizona State 


Aug.31 at Colorado State 
Sep’? CENTRAL ARKANSAS 
Sept. 14 FRESNO STATE 
Sept 28 at Oregon State 
OREGON 


Oct.12 at Anzona State 


Oct 26 ARIZONA 
Nov.2 at UCLA 


Nov.9 at Washington 
Nu16 CALIFORNIA 


STANFORD 


Sept7 SAN JOSE STATE 


Sept14 atAmy 


Sept 21 ARIZONA STATE 
Sept. 28 vs. Washington State (Seatte, WA) 
Oct5 = WASHINGTON 


Oct 12 at Utah 
Ot 19 UCLA 


Oct 26 at Oregon State 


7 

16 atUSC 
23 CALIFORNIA 
Ki) 


Aug 29 at Hawai 


Sept.7 WASHINGTON STATE 
Sept. 14 BOSTON COLLEGE 
Sept.21 UTAH STATE 

Sept 28 at Arizona State 


Oct 10 ARIZONA 


Oct.19 at Notre Dame 


Oct. 26 UTAH 


Nov.1 at Oregon State 


Nov.2 at Calitomia 
Nov.16 STANFORD 
Now. 23 at Colorado 
Nov.30 UCLA 


Sept. 28 vs. Stanlord (Seaitie, WA) 


Oc.5 at Caifomnia 


Oct.12 OREGON STATE 


Oct. 19 at Oregon 


Oct. 31 ARIZONA STATE 


Now.16 at Arizona 
Nov.23 UTAH 


Nov. 29 at Washington 


Aug.31 vs. Virginia Tech (Atlanta, GA) 
Sept. 14 at Texas AM 


Nov. 23. vs. Arkansas (Little Rock, AR) 


NOTRE DAME 
vs. Mississippi Slate (Lite Rock, AR) 


SUN BELT 


ARKANSAS STATE 


Now. 2 
Now. 16 
Now. 23 
Nov. 30 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 
LOUISIANA 

at Arkansas State 
SOUTH ALABAMA 


Aug. 31 
Sopt.7 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 21 
00.5 
Oct 15 
Oct, 22 
Nov.2 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 16 
Now. 30 
Dec.7 


at Arkansas 

at Kansas State 
NICHOLLS STATE 
at Akron 

TEXAS STATE 

at Westem Kentucky 
at Arkansas State 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
TROY 

al Georgia State 
ULM 

at South Alabama 


LOUSIIA-MONHDE [ULE 


Sept. 28 
Ons 

Oct. 12 
Oct. 26 
Oct. 31 
Nov.9 

Nov. 23 
Nov. 30 


at Oklahoma. 
GRAMBLING STATE 
at Wake Forest 

at Baylor 

TULANE 

WESTERN KENTUCKY 
at Texas State 
GEORGIA STATE 

at Troy 

ARKANSAS STATE 
SOUTH ALABAMA 
at Louisiana 


SOUTH ALABAMA 


Aug. 29 
Seot.7 
Seat. 14 
Sepl. 28 
Oot.5 

Oct. 19 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 2 

Nov. 16 
Nov, 23 
Nov. 30 
Dec.7 


SOUTHERN UTAH 
at Tuane 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
at Tennessee 

at Troy 

KENT STATE 

at Texas State 
ARKANSAS STATE 
at Navy 

UUM 

at Georgia State 
LOUISIANA 


TEXAS STATE 


Aug. 31 
Sept.7 
Sept 21 
Sept 28 
Oc. 5 
Oct. 12 
Oct 19 


at Southem Miss 
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M 
at Texas Tech 


GEORGIA STATE 
SOUTH ALABAMA 

at Maho 

at Arkansas Stale 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
at Troy 


UAB 

SAVANNAH STATE 
at Arkansas State 
at Mississippi State 
at Duke 

SOUTH ALABAMA 
at Georgia State 

at Western Kentucky 
UU 

at Louisiana 

at Ole Miss 

TEXAS STATE 


vs. Kentucky (Nashville, TN) 
at Tennessee 

at South Alabama 
MORGAN STATE 
NAVY 

atuuM 

LOUISIANA 

TROY 

at Georgia State 

at Army 

at Texas State 
ARKANSAS STATE 
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THE PARTICULARS: 0B-2, RB-4, WR-3, TE-1, OL-4, DE-3, DT-2, LB-2, DB-4 

THE BUZZ: Alabama followed two consecutive national championships with 
another top recruiting class. The future couldn't be much brighter in Tuscaloosa as the 
Crimson Tide filled needs with elite talent yet again. 

Nick Saban and company cleaned up at running back by bringing in four 
Rivals100 prospects in Derrick Henry, Alvin Kamara, Altee Tenpenny and Tyren 
Jones. 

As if that compilation of offensive talent isn't scary enough, Saban added four 
Offensive linemen led by in-state standout Grant Hill and left the state to sign two 
playmaking receivers, Raheem Falkins and Robert Foster. 0J Howard, who enrolled 
in January, is the top-ranked tight end in the country. 

Alabama also reloaded on the defensive side of the ball with a couple of Yellow 
Hammer State signees up front, Darius Page and Dee Liner. 

This class wasn't without some drama as defensive tackle A’Shawn Robinson, 
from Fort Worth (Tex.) Arlington Heights, chose Alabama over Texas and linebacker 
Reuben Foster, from Auburn (Ala.) Auburn, eventually decided to make his home 
in Tuscaloosa after being committed to both Auburn and Alabama previously in the 
process. 

Perhaps the most impressive aspect of this class for Saban is that Alabama went 
into 11 states to bring in its 25 signees. 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-1, OL-2, DE-3, DT-3, LB-3, DB-5, ATH-1 

THE BUZZ: Urban Meyer's first full recruiting cycle in Columbus was as good 
as it gets. The Buckeyes staff signed prospects from Missouri, New Jersey, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, California and Florida. 

The class is headlined by a couple of out-of-state five-stars in defensive back 
Vonn Bell, who was dominant in the Under Armour All-American game, and freakishly 
talented linebacker Mike Mitchell. 

Those two have a great chance to contribute and do so early, but the most impact- 
ful signee in this class for Ohio State could be Jalin Marshall. Marshall can line up at 
a number of different positions on offense and be a major factor in the return game. 

Defensive line was a priority for the Buckeyes in 2013, and the OSU staff hit 
a home run with six signees at end and tackle. Tyquan Lewis is a fierce edge-rusher, 
while Joey Bosa is a complete defensive end that can harass the quarterback and 
stop the run. Also keep an eye on a couple of four-star run stuffers at defensive tackle 
in Michael Hill and Billy Price. 

In addition to Bell at defensive back, the Buckeye defensive staff was also able 
to sign two more Rivals100 prospects in Eli Apple and Cameron Burrows in the 
secondary. 


HANEY Notre Dame | 


THE PARTICULARS: OB-1, RB-2, WR-4, TE-3, OL-5, DE-1, DT-1, LB-3, DB-4 

THE BUZZ: Notre Dame played in the BCS National Championship Game in 
Brian Kelly's third season in South Bend, and it also pulled in a top recruiting class just 
a few weeks later. 

Kelly added a couple of playmakers at running back where five-star prospect Greg 
Bryant and four-star standout Tarean Folston inked with the Fighting Irish. Bryant had 
a number of top tier SEC schools in hot pursuit, and Folston eschewed Auburn late in 
the process. 

In an effort to replace star tight end Tyler Eifert, the Irish signed three prospects 
at the position with Florida native Mike Heuerman, at 6-4, 220 pounds, having the 
biggest upside of the group. 

A couple of prospects with excellent pedigrees will also be wearing the gold hel- 
mets at the next level in wide receivers Torii Hunter Jr., son of Detroit Tigers outfielder 
Torii Hunter, and Corey Robinson, son of NBA great David Robinson. 

On defense, Notre Dame's class is star-studded with a five-star prospect at each 
level. Defensive tackle Eddie Vanderdoes and defensive back Max Redfield both 
chose the Irish after being committed to USC for part of the process, while linebacker 
Jaylon Smith committed to Kelly's crew in June and never looked back. 
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THE PARTICULARS; QB-1, RB-2, WR-5, OL-5, DE-3, DT-4, LB-4, DB-4, K-1 

THE BUZZ: Will Muschamp's squad took a big step in his second season at 
Florida, and the staff brought in an elite group of talent to match. 

The son of former Gators and Jacksonville Jaguars running back Fred Taylor, 
Kelvin Taylor, was Florida's top signee at running back, and four-star prospects 
Demarcus Robinson, Ahmad Fulwood and Alvin Bailey all chose UF over offers 
from other elite programs in the Southeast. 

On the offensive line, Florida got immediate help in the form of mammoth JUCO 
Trenton Brown out of Georgia Military College, and snagged four other high three-star 
prospects to develop for the future. 

On defense, Florida got quantity and quality at every level. Caleb Brantley and 
Jaynard Bostwick are a couple of Rivals250 defensive tackles who join defensive 
ends Joey Ivie and Jordan Sherit to give the Gators an impressive class on the 
defensive front. 

At linebacker, Muschamp's staff brought in an impressive haul that included 
five-star Pennsylvania native Alex Anzalone, who flipped from Notre Dame just days 
before he was set to enroll early. 

Cornerback Vernon Hargreaves Ill is the star of the class for the Gators and was 
arguably the best player to take the field in either high school all-star game in January. 


THE PARTICULARS: OB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-2, OL-7, DE-2, DT-2, LB-2, DB-6 

THE BUZZ: Michigan and second year coach Brady Hoke got off to a fast start 
in recruiting with several commitments in the spring, and finished with one of the top 
classes in the country for 2013. 

The Wolverines grabbed stars at both quarterback and running back with 
left-handed gunslinger Shane Morris and five-star playmaker Derrick Green out of 
Virginia. 

Green chose the Wolverines late in the process over a number of big-time pro- 
grams, and in doing so he opted to join a class loaded with talented offensive linemen. 
Michigan signed seven total prospects on the offensive front, with five of those being 
ranked four-stars. 

Hoke and company also added a top playmaker at the tight end position in Ohio 
native Jake Butt, who chose the Maize and Blue over dozens of offers from schools 
across the country. 

Defensive tackle Henry Poggi, from Baltimore (Md.) Gilman School, headlines the 
class on defense and is one of the most versatile and explosive defensive linemen in 
the country. 

Ben Gedeon and Mike McCray are a couple of athletic linebackers that inked 
with the Wolverines and they join defensive backs Ross Douglas, Jourdan Lewis 
and Delano Hill, who all have the talent to contribute in Ann Arbor right away. 


THE PARTICULARS: OB-2, WR-4, TE-2, OL-4, DE-5, DT-2, LB-3, DB-4 

THE BUZZ: LSU was hit harder by early entrees to the NFL Draft than any 
other team in the country for 2013, but it hauled in a recruiting class that should allow 
Les Miles’ squad to reload. 

The Tigers signed two tremendously talented quarterbacks in Hayden Rettig and 
Anthony Jennings, and both bring different skill sets to Baton Rouge. 

Surrounding those quarterbacks with talent at wide receiver is an area in which 
LSU flourished for 2013, signing three four-star pass catchers in John Diarse, Quan- 
tavius Leslie and Kevin Spears. Miles and company also signed two ultra-talented 
offensive linemen in Ethan Pocic and Josh Boutte. 

lt comes as no surprise that the LSU coaching staff pulled in elite talent on the 
defensive line with defensive ends Frank Herron and Tashawn Bower to go with 
North Carolina native Greg Gilmore at defensive tackle. 

Kendell Beckwith is listed as an athlete but will start out at linebacker in Baton 
Rouge and chose LSU over Alabama late in January. Comerback Tre’'Davious White 
is ranked as a top-20 player in the country and is plenty talented enough to eam major 
snaps right away. 
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ke Ole Miss 


THE PARTICULARS; QB-2, RB-4, WR-5, TE-3, OL-3, DE-1, DT-3, LB-2, DB-4 

THE BUZZ: Hugh Freeze and the Ole Miss coaching staff shocked the college 
football world with one of the top recruiting classes in the country. 

The Rebels went into Georgia to get the nation’s No. 1 prospect in defensive end 
Robert Nkemdiche, ventured into Illinois and Florida to get wide receiver Laquon 
Treadwell and pulled offensive tackle Laremy Tunsil out of Florida. Both Tunsil and 
Treadwell were ranked as the top players at their respective positions, 

Freeze was also able to bring a couple of physically talented quarterbacks to run 
his up-tempo spread system in Ryan Buchanan and Devante Kincaid. Freeze was 
also able to use his strong connection to the Memphis area to land a couple of four- 
star running backs in Mark Dodson Jr, and Jordan Wilkins. 

Rivals250 offensive tackle Austin Golson, who was committed to Florida State for 
part of the process, will join Tunsil to form a talented offensive tackle combo. 

On defense, Nkemdiche will get most of the pub, but the defensive backfield got 
a major boost in talent with the addition of stud safety Antonio Conner, who chose the 
Rebels over major SEC offers, and JUCO cornerback Nickolas Brassell. 

JUCO defensive tackle Lavon Hooks had his pick of schools to attend and will 
give the Rebels defensive line a boost as soon as he sets foot on campus. 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, WR-4, OL-7, DE-1, DT-1, LB-5, DB-4, K-1 

THE BUZZ: Jim Mora’s first full recruiting cycle in Westwood was a highly 
successful one. 

UCLA went all the way to the East Coast to land Army All-American quarterback 
Asiantii Woulard, who could be a big playmaker in the Bruins offense going forward. 

Mora was also able to give Woulard a couple of big, physical weapons at receiver 
with Eldridge Massington and Thomas Duarte. 

Offensive line was a position of emphasis in this class for the Bruins as the staff 
decided to take seven prospects at the position. Memphis native Christian Morris, 
who has the potential to be a star at either tackle position, headlines the group. 

As impressive as the prospects are on the offensive side of the ball, the defensive 
side may hold even more talent. It was a small class on the defensive front as UCLA 
only signed one defensive tackle in Kenneth Clark and one defensive end in former 
USC commitment Kyle Fitts, but both are extremely talented. 

The linebacker haul, however, is extremely impressive. Washington native 
Myles Jack is a physical specimen who can rush the passer or play in space. Deon 
Hollins Jr. will join Jack in the second level of UCLA's defense, and he is an explosive 
playmaker as well. 

Mora, a former defensive back himself, also brought in top talent at his old position 
with another former USC commitment, Tahaan Goodman, and star safety Priest 
Willis. 


THE PARTICULARS; QB-3, RB-4, WR-3, OL-2, DE-2, DT-2, LB-2, DB-4, K-1 

THE BUZZ: When you consider Aubum went through a coaching change 
immediately after the 2012 season, this class could be the most impressive in the 
country. 

Guz Malzahn and staff hit the ground running on The Plains, and picked up 
a plethora of talent on both sides of the ball. 

Three prospects will get a shot at the quarterback position in Jeremy Johnson, 
Nick Marshall and Jason Smith, and Johnson has a chance to be special. 

At running back, Malzahn went after speed and power. JUCO star Cameron 
Artis-Payne will likely be an impact player right away as a power runner, with Johna- 
than “Rudy” Ford playing the role of big-play speedster. 

Tony Stevens and Earnest Robinson give the Tigers’ offense a couple of big- 
bodied receivers who can stretch the field and win battles at the top of the route. 

Auburn's group of defensive line signees is also impressive. Defensive end Carl 
Lawson is an explosive and relentless pass rusher, and position mate Elijah Daniel 
has the frame and athleticism to be a star. 

Five-star defensive tackle Montravius Adams, who could have signed with 
almost any school in the country, and Ben Bradley, another top JUCO prospect, will 
join Daniel and Lawson up front. 
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Auburn also added a couple of JUCO prospects for immediate help at linebacker 
and safety with Kenny Flowers and Brandon King, respectively. 


THE PARTICULARS; 08-1, RB-1, WR-3, TE-1, OL-3, DE-3, DT-1, LB-5, DB-3 

THE BUZZ: Bobby Bowden gained a reputation as a “closer” in his time at 
Florida State and Jimbo Fisher has picked right up. 

On the offensive side of the ball, running back Ryan Green is a star with his ability 
to make big plays as a running back, pass catcher or return man. 

Isaiah Jones is another big-time weapon at the receiver position with tremendous 
size, and Ira Denson, a physical mauler on the offensive line, dominated the camp 
circuit last summer. 

The Seminoles also brought in a star-studded defensive class and it all starts 
up front with four-star defensive tackle Keith Bryant. DeMarcus Walker, who was 
committed to Alabama for a large portion of the recruiting cycle, joined the FSU class 
just prior to his enrollment in January and will give the ‘Noles an explosive pass rusher 
on the edge. 

An impressive group of linebackers, made up of Matthew Thomas, E.J. Leven- 
berry Jr. and Freddie Stevenson, will play behind Bryant and Walker. All three are 
fast, physical and aggressive. 

Florida State was also able to convince coveted cornerback Jalen Ramsey to flip 
from USC late in the game, and he will join Marquez White to form one of the biggest 
and most athletic cover-corner tandems in the country. 


Alm Er Texas A&M 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-2, RB-1,WR-6, TE-1, OL-3, DE-3, DT-3, LB-5, DB-7 

THE BUZZ: Texas A&M burst onto the SEC scene last year on the shoulders 
of Heisman winner Johnny Manziel, and after the all the letters of intent were signed in 
2013, Johnny Football will have plenty of help. 

The class is headlined by freak 6-5, 225-pound receiver Ricky Seals-Jones, who 
is one of six wide receivers signed by Kevin Sumlin and crew. Seals-Jones is joined by 
fellow four-stars JaQuay Williams, Kyrion Parker and Sebastian Larue. 

Rivals250 quarterback Kenny Hill will be a backup early on, but has the talent to 
be a star when Manziel leaves. 

The Aggies brought in the bulk of the 2013 class on defense with 18 signees. 
Isaiah Golden and Justin Manning are a couple of disruptive forces at defensive 
tackle who can stop the run and push the pocket. Daeshon Hall is an athletic force off 
the edge who can create problems with his 6-6 frame. 

Sumlin also signed five active linebackers and a total of seven defensive backs. 
Remember the name Kameron Miles, as he is a 6-2, 200-pound ball-hawking safety 
who can also intimidate receivers with his size and fearlessness. Talented cornerbacks 
Noel Ellis and Tavares Garner will join Miles on the back end of the Aggies’ defense. 


(eS 12 Georgia 


THE PARTICULARS: OB-1, RB-3, WR-5, TE-1, OL-4, DE-2, DT-4, LB-5, DB-8 

THE BUZZ: Mark Richt's staff signed yet another stellar class at Georgia and 
one that filled major needs. 

Georgia targeted four-star quarterback Brice Ramsey early and fought a spring 
push from Alabama to keep him in the fold. 

The UGA offensive staff also went into Florida to get bruising running back A.J, 
Turman and into South Carolina to get playmaking athlete Tramel Terry. Jonathon 
Rumph was a huge pickup for Georgia at receiver from the JUCO ranks, as was Tal- 
lahassee, Fla., native Reggie Davis. 

Army All-American Brandon Kublanow was the top signee on the offensive line 
for the Bulldogs, and he could play guard or center going forward. 

On defense, where Georgia lost nine starters from the 2012 season, Richt and 
his staff were able to bring in quite a few early enrollees. Prep school defensive tackle 
John Atkins enrolled early and will be relied upon for depth in 2013. 

At linebacker, UGA signed three four-star prospects and went into Indiana to get a 
thumper in Tim Kimbrough. Safety Tray Matthews was the Bulldogs’ highest-ranked 
prospect overall, and he could play right away in a Georgia secondary depleted by the 
graduation. 

The cornerbacks, Shaquille Wiggins, Reggie Wilkerson and Brendan Langley, 
are all ranked as four-stars and all have the talent to play sizeable roles in year one. 
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Fada Southern California 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-2, WR-1, OL-2, DT-1, LB-2, DB-3 

THE BUZZ: The USC staff came into the 2013 recruiting cycle with the 
knowledge that the class would be small, and the response was simple; fill it with elite 
prospects. 

Out of the 12 prospects the Trojans signed, five were rated as five-stars and all 
were ranked four-stars or higher. 

Quarterback Max Browne has all the tools to be the next elite signal-caller to 
play at USC, and he enrolled in January. He also got a few weapons in this class with 
electric wide receiver Steven Mitchell and running backs Ty Isaac and Justin Davis. 

On the offensive line, the Trojans signed Khaliel Rodgers, who is a dominant 
run-blocker, and athletic tackle Nico Falah. 

Defensive tackle Kenny Bigelow was virtually unblockable in Army All-American 
practices in January, and, like Browne, he arrived on campus in January. 

Michael Hutchings and Quinton Powell will look to continue USC's linebacker 
tradition and both are the long, fast and athletic types who have the ability to dominate. 
In the secondary, USC grabbed two five-star safeties in Leon McQuay Ill and 

Su’a Cravens, and an elite cover corer in Chris Hawkins, 


THE PARTICULARS: RB-2, WR-3, TE-1, OL-2, DE-3, DT-1, LB-3, DB-8 

THE BUZZ: Clemson added yet another talented recruiting class in 2013, which 
has become the norm under Dabo Swinney. 

The Tigers reached into the talent-rich state of Georgia to pull star running back 
Tyshon Dye and talented wide receiver Kyrin Priester. Swinney also filled a major 
need for a big receiver with 6-4, 195-pound Mike Williams, a Palmetto State native. 

On the offensive line, Tyrone Crowder was impressive when asked to play tackle 
at the Shrine Bowl in December, but he will be an interior lineman in Death Valley. 

Shaq Lawson will be a huge addition at defensive end out of prep school along 
with fierce edge rusher Ebenezer Ogundeko. Hawaii native Scott Pagano will look to 
join those two to form a solid front four for Clemson in the future. 

Ben Boulware and Dorian O'’Daniel are a couple of the best linebackers on 
the East Coast and both are explosive and instinctive tackling machines who can 
quarterback the defense. 

At defensive back, Clemson signed a total of eight players, with Rivals100 
cornerback Mackensie Alexander, who chose the Tigers on National Signing Day, 
being the most talented of the bunch. Safety Jayron Kearse, a Miami commitment at 
one point, is one to keep an eye on as he possess the size and range that teams covet 
at the position. 


BEE Okiahoma | 


THE PARTICULARS; QB-1, RB-1, WR-4, OL-3, DE-3, DT-4, LB-2, DB-5, K-1 

THE BUZZ: Oklahoma brought in a 2013 class that met needs with some top 
talent. 

For starters, Bob Stoops’ staff pulled a big time quarterback out of Texas in Cody 
Thomas. The 6-5, 220-pound pocket passer has the arm strength and makeup to be 
a star. The class also includes four signees at receiver for Thomas to build around. 

Keith Ford could be Oklahoma's next great running back and is one of the top 
50 recruits in the country. Mammoth JUCO lineman Dionte Savage comes in at 6-5, 
345 pounds but has excellent athleticism and could play right away if he picks up the 
offense. 

The Sooners had a big need for defensive linemen in this class, and responded by 
signing seven total prospects up front. D.J. Ward is a pass rusher with the ability to be 
elite, and defensive tackle Kerrick Huggins, from Dallas (Tex.) Skyline, is one of the 
most disruptive defensive linemen in this class. 

Stoops and company also reached into Fresno, Calif., to grab a couple of four- 
star teammates at safety in Hatari Byrd and L.J. Moore. Both are elite athletes with 
tremendous upside as playmakers in the secondary. Also keep an eye on Tulsa native 
Dominique Alexander, who could end up at safety or linebacker in Norman. 


& 16 South Carolina 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-2, OL-5, DE-2, DT-1, LB-6, DB-4 
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THE BUZZ: Steve Spurrier has turned South Carolina into a perennial SEC 
East contender, and a big reason for that has been strong recruiting. 

South Carolina got its quarterback of the future with North Carolina native Connor 
Mitch, and the four-star prospect has the football 1Q and decision-making ability to 
flourish in the Of Ball Coach's offense. 

David Williams was a huge pickup for the Gamecocks at running back, as he has 
an elite burst and can hit the big play at any time. Five offensive linemen were brought 
in to protect Mitch and pave the way for Williams with D.J. Park and Na’Ty Rodgers 
being a couple of talented bookends at tackle, 

Kelsey Griffin is a dominant run-stopper on the interior defensive line with the 
athleticism to pursue and make plays all over the field. Larenz Bryant is as rangy as 
any linebacker in country and can both stop the run and defend against the pass. 

Skai Moore is similar to Bryant at linebacker but has the frame at 6-2 to put on 
good weight and become a physical run stopper in the future. At defensive back, 
Pharoh Cooper has the hips and quickness to become an elite comerback, but he 
could also star on the offensive side of the ball and as a return man. 


N (co 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-2, WR-2, TE-2, OL-6, DE-4, DT-2, LB-3, DB-3 

THE BUZZ: After its second year in the Big Ten and an appearance in the 
conference title game, Nebraska was able to bring in a top-20 class that will give the 
Combhuskers a chance to get back to that point in the near future. 

Bo Pelini got his man at quarterback with an October commitment from Johnny 
Stanton, and signed two talented running backs with contrasting styles in Terrell 
Newby and Adam Taylor. Newby is a small scatback-type, while Taylor is the more 
prototypical power back. 

Tre’vell Dixon gave the Comhuskers a Signing Day surprise at the receiver posi- 
tion, and he has the speed to stretch the field. TE Greg Hart and WR Kevin Gladney 
also signed with Nebraska. Both are impressive athletes with great hands. 

JUCO defensive end Randy Gregory will give the Nebraska pass rush a boost 
right away as he is an explosive edge rusher with the length to cause nightmares for 
Big Ten offensive tackles. 

Josh Banderas and Marcus Newby are two active and instinctive linebacker 
prospects who chose the Comhuskers from impressive offer lists. At defensive back, 
safety Nathan Gerry possesses a combination of size, speed and instincts that could 
make him a highly productive player down the road. 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-1, TE-1, WR-3, OL-3, DE-2, DT-2, LB-3, DB-5, K-1 

THE BUZZ: Steve Sarkisian was an elite recruiter while an assistant at USC 
and in his third year at Washington, the Huskies are now bringing in top talent as well. 

Sarkisian targeted dual-threat quarterback Troy Williams early and landed the 
four-star prospect last summer. The Washington staff then went out and surrounded 
Williams with talent at wide receiver with the addition of Damore’ea Stringfellow and 
Darrell Daniels. Both are taller than 6-2 and have the speed to get behind a defense. 

In addition to the explosive talent added on offense, the Huskies also signed some 
explosive playmakers on defense. Defensive end Joe Mathis chose Washington 
over a number of other Pac-12 teams and he will team up with defensive tackle Elijah 
Qualls to create an athletic defensive front in Seattle. 

At linebacker, Sean Constantine is a tackling machine with elite length. Jermaine 
Kelly is the most talented signee in the defensive backfield and at 6-2, he is one of the 
biggest cornerbacks in the country. Connor O’Brien is an intriguing prospect at 6-4, 
205 pounds because he will start his career at safety, but he could also grow into that 
frame and play linebacker in the future. 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-1, WR-5, TE~4, OL-2, DE-2, DT-1, LB-3, DB-5 

THE BUZZ: After his second season as the Vanderbilt head man, James 
Franklin reeled what is bound to be one of many top-20 recruiting classes. 

The Commodores went into Georgia and got Rivals250 quarterback Johnathon 
McCrary, and he has an incredible upside. McCrary can make plays with his legs and 
arm and does an excellent job of extending the play to allow his guys to get open down 
the field. 
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McCrary will have at least one big time weapon for the future in stud receiver 
Jordan Cunningham. Vandy also signed a total of four tight ends to run Franklin’s 
offense. Colorado native Mitchell Parsons leads that group at 6-5, 230 pounds. He 
has excellent hands. 

Linebackers Nigel Bowden and Zach Cunningham are the stars of the class on 
defense. Bowden has a nose for the football and is a sure tackler when he gets there. 
Cunningham is the more athletic of the two and has the explosiveness to come off the 
edge on third down. 

Vandy created some depth in the defensive backfield with five signees. One-time 
Florida commitment Tre Bell is likely the most talented of the bunch. 


Miami 


THE PARTICULARS: 0B-1, RB-3, WR-2, TE-2, OL-3, DE-2, LB-3, DB-2 

THE BUZZ: The 2013 class saw Al Golden and his Miami staff start something 
that they hope to build upon in years to come as the Hurricanes kept some of that 
South Florida talent at home. 

Miami decided to go out of state to get its quarterback of the future in New Jersey 
native Kevin Olsen, and he will be surrounded with some excellent weapons at run- 
ning back, tight end and receiver. 

Cornelius Elder could play running back or slot receiver in Coral Gables, and was 
a late addition to the class for the Hurricanes. Stacy Coley and Derrick Griffin are a 
couple of tremendous playmakers that can stretch the field, and Griffin, at 6-6, is an 
ideal red zone target. Miami will also look to continue its rich tight end tradition with 
JUCO star Beau Sandland and Louisiana native Standish Dobard. 

Al-Quadin Muhammad is an absolute star on the defensive side of the ball. 
Muhammad is an explosive pass rusher with tremendous length and a relentless mo- 
tor. Athletic linebacker Jermaine Grace chose Miami over an impressive list of schools 
and is a sideline-to-sideline player. 

Cornerback Artie Burns and safety Jamal Carter are two Miami natives that will 
provide speed, range and ball-hawking ability to Miami's defensive backfield. 


y 21 Tennessee 


THE PARTICULARS: 0B-2, RB-1, WR-4, TE-2, OL-3, DE-3, LB-1, DB-5 

THE BUZZ: Butch Jones took over as coach on Dec. 7 and didn't waste any 
time in hitting the recruiting trail. 

Objective No. 1 was to hold on to the top prospects who had already committed to 
the Volunteers, and he did that by securing the signatures of quarterback Riley Fergu- 
son, offensive lineman Austin Sanders, wide receiver Paul Harris and defensive back 
Jalen Reeves-Maybin. 

The second objective was to go out and add some playmakers to the class, and 
Jones did just that by landing some of the class’ top prospects down the stretch. 

Defensive end Jason Carr pledged to the Vols in January, and at 6-6 280 pounds, 
he has the ability to rush the passer and stuff the run. Tennessee was also able to beat 
out Clemson for a couple of electric wide receivers in North Carolina native MarQuez 
North and Georgia native Ryan Jenkins. 

North is an Army All-American with the talent to be a No. 1 target down the road, 
while Jenkins, who flipped from Clemson to Tennessee in January, is one of the quick- 
est athletes in the class. 

Josh Dobbs, a quarterback out of Alpharetta (Ga.), is another one to keep an eye 
on as he possesses a tremendous upside. Dobbs is an excellent decision-maker with 
well-above-average arm talent and athleticism. 


OREGON 22 ire 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DE-1, DT-1, LB-3, DB-3, K-1 

THE BUZZ: Oregon narrowly missed a chance to play for the national champi- 
onship for the second time in three years and lost coach Chip Kelly to the Philadelphia 
Eagles just a short time before National Signing Day. 

Despite that adversity, Mark Helfrich and his staff held on to the top prospects in 
the class and reeled in some nice targets close to Signing Day. 

The unquestioned star of the class is five-star running back Thomas Tyner. Tyner 
gives the Ducks a physical power back that has been missing in Eugene, but he can 
also explode through a seam and create the big play. 

Helfrich also added a couple of excellent pass catchers in Devon Allen and Dar- 
ren Carrington. The offensive line was a priority in the class, and Oregon signed two 
four-star tackles in Cameron Hunt and Evan Voeller. 
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This class was also a big one on the defensive side of the ball as the Ducks added 
a number of playmakers. Torrodney Prevot could play defensive end or outside line- 
backer, but wherever he plays, he will be a force when it comes to rushing the passer. 

Oregon also reached into San Diego to grab twin brothers Tyree and Tyrell 
Robinson. Tyree will play safety in Eugene, while his brother will start out at outside 
linebacker. 


V7 3 EE 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-2, RB-1, WR-3, OL-4, DE-1, LB-2, DB-6 

THE BUZZ: Virginia Tech did an excellent job in the 2013 class of bringing in 
difference-makers, especially on defense. 

Starting out on offense, Frank Beamer was able to sign a quarterback with big- 
time potential in pocket passer Bucky Hodges. Hodges has a big arm to go with 
a 6-5 frame, and he will be pushed by dual-threat prospect Carlis Parker, who 
enrolled in January. 

Depth was also created at wide receiver and offensive line as the Hokies brought 
in three pass-catchers and four big men to play on the offensive front. 

On defense, it all starts in the trenches and Virginia Tech landed a good one in 
defensive end Wyatt Teller. Teller was dominant in Army All-American practices in 
January. 

The Hokies haul at defensive back is arguably the best in the country. Kendall 
Fuller is an elite cornerback prospect, and he will be joined in the back half of the 
defense by stud safety Holland Fisher. Fisher has tremendous instincts and the ability 
to make plays on the ball and deliver intimidating hits. 


YY = 


THE PARTICULARS: 0B-1, WR-3, TE-1, OL-4, DE-1, LB-2, DB-3 

THE BUZZ: Texas fans have become accustomed to finishing with a top-five 
recruiting class under Mack Brown, but this one is smaller than usual. 

The Longhorns signed only 15 prospects, but more than half were ranked four 
stars or higher. One of the most intriguing prospects in the class is quarterback Tyrone 
Swoopes. The 6-5, 229-pound dual-threat passer looks unstoppable at times, but 
there have also been times where he looked closer to average. Consistency will be 
key, but he has unlimited potential. 

The Longhorns stayed in state to grab a pair of talented receivers in Jake Oliver 
and Jacorey Warrick, and also signed three talented offensive linemen from the Lone 
Star State in Rami Hammad, Darius James and Kent Perkins. All are 6-5 or taller 
and weigh in at more than 300 pounds. 

On defense, Brown brought in a star at every level of the defense starting with 
defensive end Jake Raulerson. Raulerson can rush the passer, stop the run, and 
could even be a blue-chip offensive tackle if he wanted. 

Deoundrei Davis is a long, athletic linebacker who excels against the run and in 
coverage. Antwuan Davis has excellent size, hips and speed at cornerback and could 
be a star in the making. 


RYE] West Virginia 


THE PARTICULARS: 0B-1, RB-4, WR-5, OL-4, DE-2, LB-6, DB-3, K-1 

THE BUZZ: The 2013 class for Dana Holgorsen and West Virginia was a big 
one, loaded with immediate and future contributors. 

The Mountaineers fought off a number of BCS schools for quarterback Chavas 
Rawlins, and signed a tremendous weapon for him in wide receiver Shelton Gibson. 

Running back was a big need for West Virginia in this class and four ball-carriers 
inked with Holgorsen and company. The class also contains four athletic offensive 
linemen to run Holgorsen's spread, no-huddle attack. 

Linebacker was another position of need in this class and the Mountaineers 
signed six prospects at the position. JUCO standout Brandon Golson, a former South 
Carolina commitment, could play major snaps right away in Morgantown, while another 
JUCO linebacker, d’Vante Henry could play linebacker or rush the quarterback from 
the edge. 

JUCO defensive end Dontrill Hyman will be counted on right away to be a force 
in the Mountaineers’ three-man front. 

In the defensive backfield, West Virginia brought in two physically impressive 
safeties in Georgia native Jeremy Tyler and Pennsylvania native Daryl Worley. Tyler 
is a heavy hitter, while Worley is better in coverage. 
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60. Steve Elmer 6-6/305 Midland (MI) Midland Notre Dame 
65. Darius James 6-5/319 Killeen (TX) Harker Heights Texas 

74. John Montelus 6-5/295 Everett (MA) Everett Notre Dame 
77. Grant Hill 6-6/301 Huntsville (AL) Huntsville Alabama 
82. 
90. 


100 FOR 2013 


. Patrick Kugler 6-5/280 Wexford (PA) North Allegheny Michigan 
. Evan Lisle 6-6/265 Centerville (OH) Centerville Ohio State 


DEFENSIVE ENDS 
TOP 100 PLAYERS BY POSITION 4. Robert Nkemdiche  6-5/260 Loganville (GA) Grayson “Mississippi 


Carl Lawson 6-2/253 Alpharetta (GA) Milton Auburn 


[RKINArig NN EWEHOMELOWAISCHOONNNNCCNEENIN =— 44, Jonathan Allen -—»«6-3/263- Ashburn (VA) Stone Bridge Alabama 


Q UARTERB ACKS |. Chris Jones 6-5/250 Houston (MS) Houston Mississippi State 
nn . Frank Herron 6-5/260 Memphis (TN) Central LSU 
7. Max Browne 6-5/215 Sammamish (WA) Skyline USC . Joey Bosa 6-5/270 Fort Lauderdale (FL) St. Thomas Aquinas Ohio State 

. Christian Hackenberg 6-4/212 Fork Union (VA) Fork Union Military Acad. Penn State |. Al-Quadin Muhammad 6-4/225 — Ramsey (NJ) Don Bosco Prep Miami (FL) 

. Troy Williams 6-073 Harbor City (CA) Narbonne Washington  DeMarcus Walker © 6-4/280 Jacksonville (FL) Sandalwood Florida State 

. Hayden Rettig 6-4/210 Los Angeles (CA) Cathedral LSU . Wyatt Teller 6-4/264 Bealeton (VA) Liberty Virginia Tech 

. Shane Morris 6-383 Warren (MI) De La Salle __ Michigan . Dee Liner 6-3/281 Muscle Shoals (AL) Muscle Shoals Alabama 

. Jeremy Johnson 6-6/215 Montgomery (AL) Carver Auburn 


. Anu Solomon 6-1/202 Las Vegas (NV) Bishop Gorman Arizona DEFENSIVE TACKL ES 


RUNNING BACKS 6. Kenny Bigelow 6-3/295 Elkton (MD) Eastern Christian Academy USC 
eR 21. Eddie Vanderdoes  6-3/310 Auburn (CA) Placer Notre Dame 
. Derrick Green 6-0/220 — Richmond (VA) Hermitage Michigan - Montravius Adams  6-3/290 ‘Vienna (GA) Dooly County Auburn 
» Thomas Tyner 6-0/200 Beaverton (OR) Aloha Oregon . A’Shawn Robinson 64/320 ‘Fort Worth (TX) Arlington Heights Alabama 
. Greg Bryant 5-11/197 Delray Beach (FL) American Heritage Sch. Notre Dame . Henry Poggi 6-4/260 Baltimore (MD) Gilman School Michigan 
. Ty Isaac 6-3/215 Joliet (IL) Joliet Catholic USC . Justin Manning 6-2/275 Dallas (TX) Kimball Texas A&M 
. Taquan Mizell 5-10/183 Virginia Beach (VA) Bayside Virginia ; 
. Derrick Henry 6-3/243 Yulee (FL) Yulee Alabama LINEBACKERS 
. Kelvin Taylor 5-11/216 Belle Glade (FL) Glades Day Florida - 
. Alvin Kamara 5-10/197 Norcross (GA) Norcross Alabama 3. Jaylon Smith: 6-3/212 Fort Wayne (IN) Bishop Luers Notre Dame. 
. Keith Ford 5-11/195 Cypress (TX) Cypress Ranch Oklahoma 13. Reuben Foster 6-1/244 Auburn (AL) Auburn Alabama 
. Altee Tenpenny 6-0/212 North Little Rock (AR) N. Little Rock Alabama 15. Matthew Thomas 6-3/205 + Miami (FL) Booker T. Washington —_—_—Florida State 
Justin Davis 6-1/194 Stockton (CA) Lincoln usc 26. Mike Mitchell 6-4/216 Plano (TX) Prestonwood Christian Acad. Ohio State 
. Ryan Green 5-10/187 St. Petersburg (FL) Catholic Florida State 28, Alex Anzalone 6-3/229 Wyomissing (PA) Wyomissing Area Florida 
. Terrell Newby 5-10/180 West Hills (CA) Chaminade Nebraska 88. Yannick Ngakoue 6-3/240 Wash. (DC) Friendship Collegiate Acad. Maryland 
. Tyren Jones 59/215 Marietta (GA) Walton Alabama 91, Deoundrei Davis 6-3/215 Cypress (TX) Cypress Woods 
. Ezekiel Elliott 6-0/198 St. Lovis (MO) John Burroughs School Ohio State 94. Michael Hutchings —6-2/210 Concord (CA) De La Salle USC 
. Td. Logan 5-9/175 Greensboro (NC) Northern Guilford North Carolina 97. Peter Kalambayi 6-3/238 Matthews (NC) Butler Stanford 


100. Dontre Wilson 5-10/174 DeSoto (TX) DeSoto Ohio State DEFENSIVE BACKS 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
. Vernon Hargreaves Ill 5-11/185 Tampa (FL) Wharton Florida 


. Laquon Treadwell  6-3/198 Crete (IL) Crete Monee Mississippi . Kendall Fuller 5-11/189 Olney (MD) Our Lady Of Good Counsel Virginia Tech 

. Marquez North 6-3/205 Charlotte (NC) Mallard Creek Tennessee . Jalen Ramsey 6-0/190 Nashville (TN) Brentwood Academy — Florida State 

. Derrick Griffin 6-6/215 Rosenberg (TX) Terry Miami (FL) . Su'a Cravens 6-1/205 Murrieta (CA) Vista Murrieta 

. Robert Foster 6-3/187  Monaca (PA) Central Valley Alabama . Tre'Davious White  5-11/175 Shreveport (LA) Green Oaks 

. Demarcus Robinson 6-2/200 _Fort Valley (GA) Peach County Florida , Leon McQuay Il! 6-2/185 Seffner (FL) Armwood 

. Steven Mitchell 5-10/176 Mission Hills (CA) Bishop Alemany USC . Max Redfield 6-2/195 Mission Viejo (CA) Mission Viejo Notre Dame 
Alvin Bailey 5-11/170 Seffner (FL) Armwood Florida . Vonn Bell 6-1/190 Rossville (GA) Ridgeland Ohio State 

. Robbie Rhodes 6-1/186 Fort Worth (TX) Southwest Baylor Chris Hawkins §-11/170 — Rancho Cucamonga (CA) R. Cucamonga USC 

. James Quick 6-1/180 Louisville (KY) Trinity Louisville |. Cameron Burrows  6-0/203 Trotwood (OH) Trotwood-Madison Ohio State 
Damore'ea Stringfellow 6-2/205 Moreno Valley (CA) Rancho Verde Washington | Mackensie Alexander 5-11/175 Immokalee (FL) Immokalee Clemson 
Tony Stevens 6-3/175 Orlando (FL) Evans Auburn . Tray Matthews 6-0/194 Newnan (GA) Newnan Georgia 

TIGHT ENDS Priest Willis 6-2/185 Tempe (AZ) Marcos De Niza UCLA 


. Keanu Neal 6-1/203 Bushnell (FL) South Sumter Florida 
16. OJ. Howard 6-6/235 Autauga (AL) Autauga Academy Alabama Marcell Haris; _6-1/207 -Orfando (FL) Dr. Philips Ford 
68, DeSean Smith 6-4/222 Lake Charles (LA) Barbe LSU . Tahaan Goodman 6-2/185 Rancho Cucamonga (CA) R. Cucamonga UCLA 
78, Adam Breneman 6-5/228 Camp Hil (PA) Cedar Cliff Penn State } Holland Fisher 61/196. Midlothian (VA) Manchester Virginia Tech 
. Antonio Conner 6-2/202 Batesville (MS) South Panola Mississippi - 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN . Eli Apple 6-0/185 Voorhees (NJ) Eastern Ohio State 
I } Antwuan Davis 6-0/180 Bastrop (TX) Bastrop Texas 
14. Laremy Tunsil 6-6/295 Lake City (FL) Columbia Mississippi 
31. Dorian Johnson 6-6/280 Belle Vernon (PA) Belle Vernon Area ‘Pittsburgh ATH L ETE > 
. Kent Perkins 6-5/300 Dallas (TX) Lake Highlands Texas 
. Ethan Pocic 6-7/285 Lemont (IL) Lemont LSU 35. Jalin Marshall §-11/196 — Middletown (OH) Middletown Ohio State 
. Khaliel Rodgers 6-3/300 Elkton (MD) Eastern Christian Acad. USC 40. Ricky Seals-Jones  6-5/220 Sealy (TX) Sealy Texas A&M 
. Ira Denson 6-4/317 — Madison (FL) Madison Florida State 66. ArDarius Stewart 6-1/190 _ Fultondale (AL) Fultondale Alabama 
. Brendan Mahon 6-5/315 Randolph (NJ) Randolph Penn State 92. Kendell Beckwith 6-3/228 Jackson (LA) East Feliciana LSU 
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100 FOR 2014 SS 


ee ae ee : . Lorenzo Carter 6-5/226 Norcross, GA/Norcross 
HIGH : SCH OOL . Kentavious Street 6-4/255 Greenville, NC/Rose 
; race frac at) . . Malik McDowell 6-6/292 Detroit, Mi/Loyola 
SENIORS y i . Solomon Thomas 6-3/263 Coppell, TX/Coppell 
ae Ss Pee he ._ Jalyn Holmes 6-5/225 Norfolk, VA/Lake Taylor 
TOP 100 PLA YERS 4% POSITION . Myles Garrett 6-4/229 Arlington, TX/Martin 
. Gerald Willis Ill 6-4/247 New Orleans, LA/Edna Karr 
BE: = Nifae Lealao 6-2/280 Sacramento, CA/Capital Christian 
: ; . Deondre Clark 6-3/231 Oklahoma City, OK/Douglass 
Q UARTE R BAC KS . Keyon Brown 6-2/229 Wauchula, FL/Hardee Senior 
ne Fe . Qualen Cunningham  6-3/220~—- Chandler, AZ/Hamilton 
Derick Roberson 6-3/225 San Antonio, TX/Brennan 
. Andrew Williams 6-4/245 McDonough, GA/Eagle’s Landing Christian 


11. Deshaun Watson 6-3/188 Gainesville, GA/Gainesville 
18. Will Grier 6-3/171 Davidson, NC/Davidson Day 
20. Keller Chryst 6-4/230 Palo Alto, CA/Palo Alto 

63. David Cornwell 6-5/235 Norman, OK/North D E FE N SIVE T AC KLE Ss 

65. Caleb Henderson 6-4/223 Burke, VA/Lake Braddock 

73, Jerrod Heard 6-1/193 Denton, TX/Guyer . Andrew Brown 6-4/292 Chesapeake, VA/Oscar Smith 


RU N N i N G B AC KS . Derrick Nnadi 6-2/288 Virginia Beach, VA/Ocean Lakes 
ee TTT ss 


Elisha Shaw 6-6/299 Atlanta, GA/Tucker 


Leonard Fournette 6-1/225 New Orleans, LA/St. Augustine . Travonte Valentine 6-3/286 Palm Bay, FL/Bayside 
Sony Michel 5-11/205 Plantation, FL/American Heritage Hes ali Clark 6-2/325 Hollywood, FL/Chaminade Madonna 


. Jalen Hurd 6-3/210 Hendersonville, TN/Beech Senior | Josh Frazier 8-3/334 Springdale, AR/Har-Ber 


Dalvin Cook 5-11/192 Miami, FL/Miami Central LI N E BAC KERS 


Nathan Starks 5-11/200 Las Vegas, NV/Bishop Gorman 
Joseph Yearby §-9/177 Miami, FL/Miami Central . Raekwon McMillan 6-3/235 Hinesville, GA/Liberty County 
Racean Thomas 5-11/198 Oxford, AL/Oxford . Hoza Scott 6-2/205 La Porte, TX/La Porte 

. Adam Choice §-9/190 Thomasville, GA/Thomas County Central Tre Williams 6-2/220 Mobile, AU/St, Paul's 

. Joe Mixon 6-2/207 Oakley, CA/Freedom . Korie Rogers 6-2/218 Buford, GA/Buford 


Nick Chubb 5-11/218 Cedartown, GA/Cedartown . Clifton Garrett 6-3/220 Joliet, IL/Plainfield South 
Stanley Williams 5-8/186 Bethlehem, GA/George Walton Academy Dillon Bates 6-3/207 Ponte Vedra, FL/Ponte Vedra 


WIDE R ECEIVE RS . Kain Daub 6-3/240 Jacksonville, FL/Sandalwood 


Zach Whitley 6-2/210 Galena Park, TX/North Shore 
. Allen Lazard 6-4/190 Urbandale, |A/Urbandale . Nyles Morgan 6-2/220 Crete, IL/Crete Monee 
Ermon Lane 6-2/172 Homestead, FL/Homestead . Michael Fems 6-3/235 Saint Clairsville, OH/Saint Clairsville 
KD Cannon 5-10/163 Mount Pleasant, TX/Mount Pleasant . Christian Miller 6-4/200 Columbia, SC/Spring Valley 
Drake Harris 6-4/180 Grand Rapids, Ml/Grand Rapids Christian . Delvin Purifoy 6-2/228 Pensacola, FL/Catholic 
. Jalen Brown 6-2/183 Phoenix, AZ/Mountain Pointe . Dante Booker 6-3/210 Akron, OH/St. Vincent-St. Mary 
Demarre Kitt 6-1/195 Tyrone, GA/Sandy Creek 
Josh Malone 6-5/187 Gallatin, TN/Station Camp DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Malachi Dupre 6-4/175 River Ridge, LA/John Curtis 
MaiCANGSWS. 6-6/225 Scottsdale, AZ/Desert Mountain 5 sabril Peppers 6-1/210 Parsons, NJ/Paramus Catholic 
. Artavis Scott 5-11/180 Tarpon Springs, FL/East Lake =oimulnt Blanding G2h196 Nipania Beson VES aR 
Shag Davidson 6-0/170 Gaffney, SC/Gafiney . Adoree’ Jackson 5-10/172 Gardena, CA/Junipero Serra 
. Marlon Humphrey 6-0/168 Hoover, AL/Hoover 
TIG HT E N DS . Tony Brown 6-0/182 Beaumont, TX/Ozen 
Laurence Jones 6-2/210 Monroe, LA/Neville 
None . Jalen Tabor 6-0/181 Washington, DC/Friendship Collegiate Acad. 
. Damon Webb 6-0/175 Detroit, Ml/Cass Tech 
Oo FFE NSIVE Li N EM E N . Jamal Adams 6-0/199 Lewisville, TX/Hebron 
Edward Paris 6-1/200 Mansfield, TX/Timberview 
Michiah Quick 6-0/170 Fresno, CA/Central East 
. Todd Kelly 6-1/190 Knoxville, TN/Webb School Of Knoxville 
Budda Baker 5-11/178 Bellevue, WA/Bellevue 
Dylan Sumner-Gardner 6-2/197 Mesauite, TX/West Mesquite 
100. Darrion Johnson 5-11/170 Brenham, TX/Brenham 


. Cameron Robinson 6-6/320 Monroe, LA/West Monroe 
Braden Smith 6-6/275 Olathe, KS/Olathe South Sr 
Damian Prince 6-7/310 Forestville, MD/Bishop McNamara 
Donel! Stanley 6-3/311 Latta, SC/Latta 
Ke McDermott 6-6/301 Wellington, FL/Palm Beach Central 
. Alex Bars 6-6/290 Nashville, TN/Montgomery Bell Academy 


. Jackson Barton 6-6/275 Salt Lake City, UT/Brighton 
Quenton Nelson 6-5/282 Red Bank, NJ/Red Bank Catholic ATHLETES 
Casey Tucker 6-6/280 Chandler, AZ/Hamilton 12. Elijah Hood 6-0/212 Charlotte, NC/Charlotte Catholic 

. Jordan Poland 6-8/335 La Jolla, CA/La Jolla Country Day 17. Bo Scarbrough 6-2/222 Tuscaloosa, AL/Northridge 
Ross Pierschbacher 6-4/275 Cedar Falls, |A/Cedar Falls . Marshon Lattimore 6-0/185 Cleveland, OH/Glenville Academic Campus 
Bentley Spain 6-6/285 Charlotte, NC/Providence . Nick Harvey 5-11/180 Richmond, TX/Travis 
Demetrius Knox 6-4/287 Fort Worth, TX/All Saints Episcopal . Montae Nicholson 6-3/200 Monroeville, PA/Gateway 
Steven Moss 6-4/270 Fredericksburg, VA/Chancellor . Tyler Luatua 6-4/230 La Mirada, CA/La Mirada 

. Andy Bauer 6-6/304 St. Louis, MO/DeSmet . Cameron Denson 6-1/170 Tucson, AZ/Salpointe 

. Jamarco Jones 6-5/285 Chicago, IL/De La Salle . Ronnie Clark 6-3/205 Calera, AL/Calera 
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TOP 5 TEAMS BY POSITION 


Quarterback 


1. LSU 

Anthony Jennings, Hayden Rettig 

The Tigers brought in the nation’s No. 3 pro-style 
quarterback and the No. 6 dual-threat quarterback. Both are 
four-stars and inside the top 150 prospects nationally, adding 
depth and elite talent to the most critical position on the field. 


F. 2. USC 


Max Browne 

Browne went wire-to-wire as the nation’s top quar- 
terback in the 2013 class and proved his ranking time and 
again at events such as the Rivals100 Five-Star Challenge 
and the U.S. Army All-American Bowl, where others were 
targeting his No. 1 status. 

3. Penn State 

Christian Hackenberg, Tyler Ferguson 

Itis tough to measure the value of Hackenberg to 
Penn State’s 2013 class. Not only is he the No. 2 quarterback 
in this class, he also stuck with the Nittany Lions after their 
sanctions were handed down, Ferguson comes from the JC 
ranks and gives Hackenberg time to develop. 

4. Texas A&M 
AU/M ‘Kenny Hill, Kohl Stewart 

The only other school to land two four-star quar- 
terbacks beside LSU. Stewart and Hill made their commit- 
ments before Johnny Manziel started a game, let alone won 
the Heisman, and both have ambitions to be his successor. 


5. Auburn 
wy Jeremy Johnson, Nick Marshall 


At 6-6, 215 pounds, Johnson might draw com- 
parisons to former Aubum great Cam Newton, but he is much 
more of a pocket passer than the Heisman Trophy winner. 
Marshall is the No. 2 rated JC quarterback, and brings more 
of the dual-threat abilities. 


Running Back 


1. Alabama 


Derrick Henry, Tyren Jones, Alvin Kamara, 
“=” Altee Tenpenny 
The Crimson Tide brought in the nation’s No. 2 running back 
class in 2012. This year they have the No. 1 class, and it is 
not even close. Four more four-star ball-carriers are headed 
to Tuscaloosa, including high school football's all-time leading 
career rusher, Henry. 


-s 2. USC 


Ty Isaac, Justin Davis 

Isaac and Davis committed to the Trojans within 
days of each other and said at the time they looked forward 
to the competition. Both bring alittle something different 
to the running back position, but as top 100 prospects are 
immensely talented. 

3. Ole Miss 

Eugene Brazley, Mark Dodson Jr., Kailo 

Moore, Jordan Wilkins 
The Rebels brought in four backs in the 2013 class, three of 
whom are rated four-stars. The group is lead by Dodson, the 
nation’s No. 6 all-purpose back, who at 5-10, 193 pounds, 
has good size and is also an outstanding receiver out of the 
backfield, 


4. Notre Dame 
IND Greg Bryant, Tarean Folston 

Grabbing Bryant out of Florida was one of the 
Irish's greatest recruiting feats in a 2013 class that was full 
of wins for head coach Brian Kelly and his staff. They then 
complemented the five-star backfield by adding Folston 
a month before National Signing Day. 

5. Michigan 

Derrick Green, Deveon Smith 

~ The Wolverines are looking to get back to a power 
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running game, and both Green and Smith are between-the- 
tackles runners who already weigh in at 220 pounds. Green 
is the nation’s top running back prospect and should make an 
immediate impact in Ann Arbor. 


Wide Receiver 
1. Florida 


Alvin Bailey, Ahmad Fulwood, Marqui Hawkins, 


* Demarcus Robinson, Chris Thompson 
Florida landed the nation's top wide receiver group by bring- 
ing in five prospects at the position, three of whom are rated 
four-stars. Bailey is a playmaker with a nose for the end zone, 
while Robinson is one of the most gifted WRs in the country. 
2. Ole Miss 


Laquon Treadwell, Quincy Adeboyejo, Derrick 


Jones, Quadarias Mireles 
Treadwell shocked many when he spurned the big Midwest 
programs to sign with the Rebels, but Hugh Freeze’s willing- 
ness to put the ball in the air was a big reason he won over 
the Chicago native. Adeboyejo used a big senior season to 
move into four-star territory. 


3. Tennessee 
i Paul Harris, Ryan Jenkins, MarQuez North, 


Josh Smith 
Butch Jones’ biggest recruiting win after taking over as the 
Volunteers’ head coach was landing North’s commitment. 
Harris is also a four-star commitment with good size, while 
Jenkins and Smith give Tennessee long-term depth at the 
position. 

4, Texas A&M 
A M Sebastian Larue, Kyrion Parker, Jeremy 

Tabuyo, JaQuay Williams 
Williams was a Rivals100 prospect in the class of 2012. Now 
with a year of prep school under his belt, he should be ready 
to contribute immediately for the Aggies. It's easy to recruit 
wide receivers when you have a Heisman winner returning at 
quarterback, and three of A&M's new additions are four-star 
prospects. 


5, Auburn 
wy Earnest Robinson, Tony Stevens, Dominic Walker 


In Robinson and Stevens, Auburn landed one 
of the best wide receiver tandems in the 2013 class. Add in 
the 6-2, 195-pound Walker and the Tigers have three pass 
catchers who are well over 6-feet and will provide big targets 
for their quarterbacks. 


Tight End 
sm, 1. Alabama 
OJ Howard 


Howard has the most potential of any tight end 
to come out of the high school ranks since Martellus Bennett, 
and he walks into a great situation at Alabama. The Crimson 
Tide lost senior Michael Williams and return just eight career 


receptions at the position in 2013. 


2. Vanderbilt 
ove Nathan Marcus, Mitchell Parsons, Brandon 


Vandenburg, Mack Weaver 
Tight end was obviously a position of focus for the 
Commodores in the 2013 class, as they brought in four 
prospects. Parsons is the lone four-star of the group. 
He can be an in-line tight end or split out as a receiver. 


3. Notre Dame 
Ip Mike Heuerman, Jacob Matuska, 


Durham Smythe 
Notre Dame brought in three tight ends, though they plan to 
move Matuska to defensive end when he arrives. Heuerman 
and Smythe give them two talented, versatile additions at 
the position. 


4, LSU 
(a DeSean Smith, Logan Stokes 
Smith locked up the No. 2 tight end ranking in 


the 2013 class after an impressive week at the U.S. Army 
All-American Bowl. He has an outstanding pail of hands and 
will be a threat in the passing game. Stokes cc mes from the 
JC ranks. 


5. Michigan 
ae Jake Butt, Khalid Hill 

In their transition from a spread to a pro-style of- 
fense, targeting tight end depth was a key for he Wolverines 
in 2013. Butt can handle blocking and receivir 9 aspects of the 
position, while Hill could move into more of an H-back role. 


Offensive Line 


1. Michigan 
Kyle Bosch, David Dawson, Chris Fox, Patrick 
~ Kugler, Dan Samuelson, Scott Sy »niewski, 
Logan Tuley-Tillman 
The Wolverines added their quarterback and unning back 
of the future, and surrounded them with the nation’s top 
offensive line group. Kugler is the highest-ratid of the group 
and is expected to start off at the center posit on. Sypniewski 
was brought in as a long-snapper. 
2. UCLA 
Caleb Benenoch, Kenny Lacy, John Lopez, 
Poasi Moala, Christian Morris, Scott 
Qussenberry, Alex Redmond 
Six of the Bruins’ seven offensive line signe »s are rated 
four-stars. The 6-6, 293-pound Morris is the highest rated 
of the group. He is still raw, but has tremenc ous upside. 
Benenoch spumed all the top in-state programs to sign 
with UCLA. 


3. Notre Dame 
IS Hunter Bivin, Steve Elmer, Mil e McGlinchey, 
Colin McGovern, John Montel is 


Notre Dame's No. 3 finish in the national rec uiting rankings 
was aided, in no small part, by this group of >ffensive line- 
men. Elmer and McGlinchey are true offensi /e tackles. Bivin 
could play anywhere along the line and Mon elus has the look 
of a future NFL offensive guard. 

4, Texas 

Rami Hammad, Desmond Hat rison, Darius 

James, Kent Perkins 
The Longhoms did not have many scholars\\ips to work 
with, but they still had needs to address on ‘ne offensive 
line and met those by signing four prospect: , three of whom 
are four-stars. Perkins is the gem of the gro :p — a powerful 
drive-blocker with good feet. 


5. LSU 
«35 Josh Boutte, Andy Dodd, K.J Malone, Ethan 
Pocic 


The theme of this LSU offensive line group s strength. The 
6-7, 285-pound Pocic is one of the most ph sical offensive 
tackles in the class, and the 6-5, 305-pount’ Boutte is the 
same at the guard position. Malone is the son of NBA Hall of 
Famer Kari Malone. 


DEFENSES 


Defensive Tackle 


1, FLORIDA 


Jaynard Bostwick, Caleb Brantley, Darious 
~ Cummings, Jarran Reed 

There are no five-star defensive tackles in “lorida’s haul, but 
there are three quality four-star signees, led by Brantley and 
followed by Bostwick and Cummings. Ree | is a three-star 
junior college transfer. Brantley has showr flashes of bril- 
liance. There is no outright star power in this class, but there 
is a good amount of depth. 


2. AUBURN 
Montravius Adams, Ben Bridley 


The Tigers lead the defensive tackle group with 
Adams, a five-star prospect who's ranked third at the position, 
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and Bradley, a 6-2, 315-pound junior college transfer. Both 
could contribute immediately and be special players. Adams is 
ranked the No. 25 player in the country, regardless of position. 
Bradley tumed down a bunch of other SEC offers. 
3. TEXAS A&M 
A M Isaiah Golden, Justin Manning, Hardreck 
Walker 
Manning and Golden provide a one-two punch that is impres- 
sive and showed well at the Army game. Both are behemoths, 
and both have speed and the ability to take over up the 
middle. Manning is rated as the sixth-best defensive tackle, 
and Golden comes in at No. 8. Walker is a four-star recruit but 
could be the sleeper in this class. 


4, ALABAMA 
@) A’Shawn Robinson, Darius Paige 
Robinson showed at the U.S. Army All-American 


Bowl that he can play defensive tackle and has the speed 

to move to defensive end in a pinch. He's the fourth-best 
defensive tackle in the class according to Rivals.com and the 
No. 33 player overall. Paige is more of a traditional defensive 
tackle who's a run stopper up the middle. Both players weigh 
well north of 300 pounds. 


5. USC 
Pe Kenny Bigelow 

Bigelow was the lone defensive tackle commit 
in USC's small class, but he's a good one and that's why the 
Trojans made this list. The top-rated defensive tackle can no 
doubt be an immediate force on USC's line. He proved at the 
Army game that he is virtually unstoppable to block when he 
wants to bring it. Bigelow has everything needed to be a star 
in Los Angeles. 


Defensive End 


1, ALABAMA 
(6) Jonathan Allen, Dee Liner, Tim Williams 


The Crimson Tide loaded up at defensive end 
and bolstered the class on Signing Day by getting Liner, the 
seventh-best player at that position by Rivals.com. Before 
Liner’s commitment, Alabama still had Allen, second at defen- 
sive end, and Williams, No. 7 at weakside defensive end, so it 
was an impressive haul. This group is special and could help 
sustain the dominant Alabama defenses, 


2. LSU 


Tashawn Bower, Frank Herron, Christian 

Lacouture, Lewis Neal, Michael Patterson 
The LSU class has high-end star quality plus depth, which 
makes it one of the better hauls at this position. Herron 
eamed his fifth star after an impressive week at the Army 
game. Bower was one of the more interesting stories during 
Signing Day — did he sign with LSU, Auburn or someone 
else? That finally was put to rest. Lacouture, Neal and 
Patterson offer nice depth that could develop in Death Valley. 


3. AUBURN 
Elijah Daniel, Carl Lawson 


Daniel decided against playing alongside Robert 
Nkemdiche, the top-rated player in the 2013 class, and 
instead went with the Tigers, who also signed Lawson, the 
No. 1 weakside defensive end. It was one of the Signing Day 
surprises that Daniel flipped from Ole Miss to Auburn, but it 
was a great addition for the Tigers. Lawson has all the skill 
and motivation in the world, and hanging onto him was big. 


4. OLE MISS 


Robert Nkemdiche 

Nkemdiche was the only defensive end in Ole 
Miss’ impressive recruiting haul, but no one is complaining. 
The No. 1 player in the 2013 class has the ability to be an 
immediate contributor in the SEC, just like former No. 1 Jade- 
veon Clowney was at South Carolina. There was late intrigue 
by other schools, but the Rebels won out for Nkemdiche, who 
went wire-to-wire as the top-rated player. 


5. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
an Chris Jones 


Jones was the only defensive end in Mississippi 
State's class, but he has the potential to be extra special. It 
was big for the Bulldogs to keep him from flipping to Ole Miss, 
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and he could see the field early in his career. Jones went 
from a three-star to one of the best defensive ends in this 
Class after the all-star season. He has everything one needs 
to be special. 


Linebacker 


1. FLORIDA 


Alex Anzalone, Jarrad Davis, Daniel 

~ MeMillian, Matt Rolin 
The Gators did an excellent job of filling needs all over their 
linebacker corps, led by Anzalone, who had been committed 
elsewhere but decided to end up in Gainesville. He earned 
his fifth star during the all-star season and has all the tools to 
be an outstanding SEC linebacker. McMillian is an athletic, 
hard-nosed player who hits hard. Rolin and Davis will get 
their chances, 


2, FLORIDA STATE 
© Ro’ Derrick Hoskins, E.J. Levenberry Jr., Tyrell 


Lyons, Freddie Stevenson, Matthew Thomas 
When Thomas did the Tomahawk Chop at his Signing Day 
press conference, many fans in Tallahassee had to be excited 
because there was a real chance he could have ended up 
with Miami or USC. It was a big get for the Seminoles. He 
was outstanding during the all-star season, and even though 
he’s skinny packs a punch. Thomas is the star of this class, 
Levenberry is a big-time playmaker and there is impressive 
depth with the other three linebackers. 


» S.OHIOSTATE. 
oh Trey Johnson, Mike Mitchell, Christopher 


~~ Worley 
Mitchell leads this group in many ways. He's a five-star 
linebacker who is supremely athletic and always seems to be 
in the night place at the right time. The Texas native is also an 
Urban Meyer guy — he listens, learns and he will run through 
a wall for his coach. He was excellent at the Army game. 
Johnson is rated as the third-best inside linebacker, so there 
is a lot of talent there. Worley is a local kid from Cleveland 
who could blossom, 


4. NOTRE DAME 
IND Michael Deeb, Doug Randolph, Jaylon Smith 


Smith has the athleticism, the toughness and the 
intelligence to be an immediate contributor on Notre Dame's 
defense. The Army game was proof that he is one of the 
best players in the country, and he can make a difference on 
almost every play. He's great in pass coverage, too, which is 
a bonus. Randolph and Deeb are nice additions to a stellar 
group. 

5, GEORGIA 

Reginald Carter, Tim Kimbrough, Shaun 

” McGee, Johnny O'Neal, Ryne Rankin 
There is not a ton of star power in Georgia's class, but there's 
a healthy dose of depth mixed with tough players who hit 
hard. Kimbrough and O'Neal definitely fit that bill, and the 
additions of Carter, McGee and Rankin are impressive. The 
Bulldogs locked up a bunch of nice players. 


Defensive Back 


1, USC 
Pe Su’a Cravens, Chris Hawkins, Leon McQuay 

The numbers across the board are light, but the 
Trojans loaded up at safety with Cravens and McQuay, two 
five-stars who could immediately see the field. Cravens has 
such an uncanny feel for the game that he seems to know 
where the ball is going to be a split second before anyone 
else, and McQuay is an outstanding athlete. Hawkins was 
almost a five-star after an outstanding showing at the Army 
game, Losing Jalen Ramsey late hurt the Trojans, but they 
have an outstanding group at this position. 

2. FLORIDA 


Vernon Hargreaves, Marcell Harris, Keanu 
"Neal, Nick Washington 
Hargreaves proved during the all-star season that he's the 
No. 1 comerback in the country. He has the athleticism, skill 
and vision to be a lockdown corner for the Gators the minute 


he steps on campus. Harris and Neal, who had a great 
summer, were one spot from being five-star prospects as well. 
Washington adds nice depth. 


-S.OHIOSTATE 
pth Eli Apple, Vonn Bell, Cameron Burrows, 


= Gareon Conley, Jayme Thompson 
Ohio State added talent, depth and pretty much everything 
else at defensive back with solid players from top to bottom. 
Burrows bounced back and forth from being a five-star and 
a four-star prospect. Bell is the most impressive of the group 
and could be a special player in the coming years. Apple had 
been considered for five-star status, but after an average 
Army game he didn't get the bump. Still, he is a great addition 
to this class. Thompson has speed to burn. 


4. LSU 


Jeryl Brazil, Rickey Jefferson, Rashard 
Robinson, Tre’Davious White 
White is athletic, great in coverage, can make up ground and 
proved he can do a little of everything at the Army game. 
He's a superb talent and one of the best athletes in this class. 
He leads the way, but Brazil, Jefferson and Robinson are 
outstanding and bring something special to the table. All three 
aré four-star prospects who add nice depth to this class. 


5. VIRGINIA TECH 


v 7 Charles Clark, Brandon Facyson, Holland 
Fisher, Kendall Fuller, Anthony Shegog 

Fuller is the best of the bunch here. He was the top-rated 
cornerback in the class until Hargreaves was simply outstand- 
ing at the Under Armour Game. Fuller is excellent in coverage 
and is @ lockdown comer who could see immediate playing 
time in Blacksburg. Fisher is a superb athlete and a hard 
hitter. The three others round outa nice class. 


Athlete 


oO 1. OREGON 
oreaon Tyree Robinson, Tyrell Robinson, Juwaan 
Williams 

Keeping the Robinson twins was crucial for the Ducks’ recruit- 
ing class, which finished toward the top in the Pac-12. They 
are also basketball players, so they have a bouncy, athletic 
appeal to them and they should fit in perfectly in Eugene. Wil- 
liams was a late addition but could be used in different spots. 


2. TEXAS A&M 


A M Laquvionte Gonzalez, Ricky Seals-Jones, 
Alex Sezer, Shaan Washington 

Seals-Jones is an instant matchup problem because of 

impressive size on the outside. Once he takes more reps at 

wide receiver, he should grow even more comfortable at the 

position. Gonzalez is a speedster who is especially lethal in 

the slot, Sezer and Washington are nice additions. 


- 3. OHIO STATE 

eh: Jalin Marshall, Darron Lee 

Marshall is the top-rated athlete in the 2013 class 
by Rivals.com — and for good reason. He has the potential 
to dominate every time he steps on the field. It’s pretty sure 
Urban Meyer will find ways to get him involved that will benefit 
the Buckeyes in numerous ways. Lee was a high school 
quarterback, so he’s smart and savvy. 


4, RUTGERS 
Nadir Barnwell, Justin Goodwin, Myles Nash, 


Delon Stephenson, TJ Taylor 
The depth of athletes for the Scarlet Knights is what's most 
impressive. Barwell is the four-star among the group and he 
can be used in various ways, but what really stands out is that 
Rutgers has brought in a bunch of capable, athletic players 
who can contribute on either side of the ball. 

5, ALABAMA 

Anthony Averett, ArDarius Stewart 

Stewart is the star in this class. He can throw 
passes, run the ball, catch the ball, return kicks and he makes 
big hits on defense. He should be an incredible addition to 
Alabama's class, Rivals.com rates him as the third-best ath- 
lete in 2013. Averett put up nice numbers in his senior season 
running and throwing, and on defense. 
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hand who is the best quarterback. It's 

not David, the No. 1 overall pick in the 
2002 NFL Draft. It’s not Derek, the 2012 
Mountain West Conference Offensive Player of 
the Year. It’s Darren, a former defensive line- 
man for the University of Houston. 

“He can throw it better than both me and 
David and always plays quarterback when we 
play pickup games,” said Derek Carr. 

During a pickup game, Darren Carr threw a 
bullet to Rodger who made a gut-gasping catch 
in the end zone. As he landed on the ball and 
began making a “funny noise,” his three sons 
fell to the ground laughing. Rodger wasn’t mov- 
ing nor laughing, but yelling. “He was mad at 
us,” said Derek. The catch broke Rodger’s ribs. 

For Derek, a record-setting quarterback 
at Fresno State, it wasn’t his ribs that got 
broken, but his heart. When he tried to contact 
“a really cool girl,” a server at a Fresno restau- 
rant whom he had met, he learned she had given 
the wrong cell phone number on purpose. 

While she said there was “something spe- 
cial” about him, she didn't like football play- 
ers. Eventually they began hanging out and 
then Derek got a 10-page letter from her. He 
remembered nine words, “You are not the per- 
son I thought you were.” : 

Her words sacked him. “I remember at that 
moment it scared me. I was so angry when I read 
it. I knew there was an evil inside me,” he said, 

Raised by his father and mother Sheryl Carr 
in a Christian home and baptized by his grand- 
father and Bakersfield pastor David Joyner as a 
child, Derek knew he had gotten off track. He 
was doing things he shouldn't be doing. “I was 
wrong,” he said. 

The letter became a turning point. He got 
on his knees and cried and prayed for what 
seemed like all night. “I really felt God was 
taking my life over and I felt like I was giving 
it to Him,” he said. 

He and Heather Neel were married on June 
29, 2012. This Aug. 13 they are expecting 
a son, Dallas, the middle name of Derek. 
(Rodger was a Cowboys fan). 

As Derek equips himself spiritually to be 
a father “with an impact” and “to be the best 
husband I can be,” football is third in his pri- 
orities. Faith is first, followed by family. 

“T hear the name Jesus and I think He is my 
savior. God sent Him down on this earth to die 
for all of us and to rise again; that is the best 
part. My greatest hope in Jesus is that He 
returns soon. I kind of want to be around when 
He does return; that would be amazing to expe- 
rience. Either way it is going to be great.” 

Carr's drive to achieve great things at Fresno is 
faith-based. “Football is a great platform. That is 
the sole reason why I want to be the best quar- 
terback who has ever played. The reason I play 
football, I do it all for God and for all His glory. 
I have felt chosen to do it since I was little,” he 


0): his three sons, Rodger Carr knows first- 
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said. “I think I would give God a disservice if 
I didn’t go out and work harder than anyone else 
with the blessings and talents He has given me.” 

During the Bulldogs’ Mountain West co-cham- 
pionship in 2012, Carr passed for 4,104 yards, 

a conference record. He has thrown 63 career 
touchdowns and only 16 interceptions, the sec- 
ond best touchdown-to-interception ratio of any 
returning FBS quarterback. He set the school 
record in career completion percentage (65.2) 
and single-season completion percentage (67.3), 
His 37 touchdown passes last season were the 
second most in school history and tied for third 
in the FBS, Carr was a first team All-MWC and 
Sports Illustrated All-America honorable mention. 

With 7,760 yards, Carr needs 3,049 yards to 
move past Kevin Sweeney (1983-86) as Fresno’s 
all-time passing leader. Carr and Trent Dilfer 
are the only Fresno State players to have back- 
to-back 3,000-yard passing seasons. 

Fresno State head coach Tim DeRuyter called 
Carr “the exact portrait of what you are looking 
for. Having been a football coach for 23 years, I've 
been around a number of young men who have 
outstanding character and leadership traits. Derek 
is probably at the top of the list of guys when it 
comes to the total package of faith, character and 
leadership. 

“He lives his faith every day and is not 
afraid to take a stand and do things the right 
way. If you could pick anybody and draw what 
you want to have as a high-character leader for 
your team, it would be Derek Carr. As much 
talent as he has, it’s always about the team.” 

Echoed wide receiver Davante Adams, the 2012 
Freshman of the Year and a Sports Illustrated 
honorable mention All-America, “Derek makes a 
conscious effort to make God his number one pri- 
ority. In doing so, he leads with his voice as well 
as by example, which is in my opinion, the most 
important aspect of leadership.” 

One of five captains, Carr loves each team- 
mate he said. He doesn’t “flip out” when some- 
one drops a ball or yell at his offensive line, 

“T treat them like I want to be treated. I have 
learned to be patient.” 

That Golden Rule-attitude has garnered respect. 
“T respect Derek as a leader and I go to him to 
talk about a lot of my problems because he always 
seems to know what to say,” said wide receiver 
Isaiah Burse. “His faith helps him through a lot of 
tough situations, whether it’s a tough game, with 
the press or addressing the team.” 

Derek's example has been his brother David 
Cary, an evangelical Christian. Derek learned not to 
play the blame game. “He never pointed a finger.” 

Since drafted by the expansionist Houston 
Texans, David has been on the roster of five NFL 
teams and is now a quarterback with the New York 
Giants. He was an All-American at Fresno State. 

“David put goals out there for me that 
I wanted to achieve. Being an All-American, it 
pushed me. I always wanted to be like him. 
You can’t be better than the first pick (in the 


NFL draft), but you can tie it.” 

David also passed on big-brother advice. 
“Don't be an idiot” (on the field) and “don’t do 
stupid things” off it. 

Derek, who ran the 40 in 4.56 seconds last 
summer and enters his senior season with a 
3.4 GPA, remembers the moment he decided to 
attend Fresno State. 

He was watching David get sacked on the 
final play of the 2001 season. There would be 
no BCS bowl or conference championship 
despite an 11-3 record. 

“Tam going to come here and finish what he 
started,” said Derek, who still has the 118 let- 
ters from schools that recruited him. One goal 
is to be Fresno’s first Heisman Trophy winner. 

There was a time when Derek's collegiate career 
hit rock bottom. After a productive freshman sea- 
son, he thought he was going to be the starter as 
a sophomore in 2010 but was redshirted. 

“That was the time I felt like I needed the 
Lord most,” he said. 

Words from his grandfather stuck with him. 
Rev. Joyner had been the rock that held the 
family together. Before he died during Derek's 
senior year in high school, he wanted his fami- 
ly to claim Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the 
plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you a hope and a future.” 

Derek realized that it would be in God's tim- 
ing when he would play. “I gave football to 
Him,” he said. 


DEREK CARR 
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Overview: The Class of 2013 was a step in the 
right direction for Tim Beckman’s program and a shot in the arm after 
a disappointing campaign on the field. Beckman landed in-state 
quarterback Aaron Bailey and plucked four-star athlete Caleb Day out of 
Ohio. Rebuilding the secondary was a major focus, and the Illini signed 
seven defensive backs, including 3-stars Darius Mosely and Darwyn 
Kelly. Mosely is a lock-down corner who can also contribute in the return 
game, while Kelly is a hard-hitting safety. Illinois loses seven starters on 
defensive to graduation. Defensive tackle Jarrod Clemens and end Paul 
James have the tools to contribute early on. They may have to see the 
field sooner rather than later. Beckman has been vocal about his desire 
to pull in homegrown talent. Seven players in the Illini’s 24-man class 
are from the state of Illinois. One in-state signee is big defensive tackle 
Bryce Douglas, the son of Bruce Douglas who starred for the Illini on the 
hardwood in the 1980's. 

Headliner: Bailey is the key to the Illinois recruiting class. He 
gives the Illini two things it sorely needs: a playmaker and possible face 
of the program. The strong and fast dual-threat quarterback is the IIlini’s 
biggest catch on the recruiting trail since Terry Hawthorne and Justin 
Green signed in 2009. 

Sleeper: The Illini dipped into the junior college ranks to find 
wide receiver Martize Barr from NJCAA champion lowa Western C.C. 
Barr gives Illinois a physical slot receiver and a threat to pick up yards 
after the catch. Tight end Tyler White is a freakish athlete who flew 
under the radar. 

Bottom line: The 2013 class is the Illini’s best in four years. 
Eventually the sights should be set higher, but the 47th-ranked class 
nationally gives the program a solid foundation for the future. Beckman 
addressed key positions at quarterback, defensive back, and defensive 
line. 


indiana 


Overviews: \ndiana was the surprise of the Big 
Ten after its 2013 class finished in the top 40 nationally and fourth-best 
in the conference. The Hoosiers did very well in-state as they were able 
to flip three Rivals250 prospects from other programs in safety Antonio 
Allen, defensive end David Kenney and defensive tackle Darius Latham. 
IU was also able to land two other top in-state targets in athlete Chase 
Dutra and wide receiver Isaac Griffith. Head coach Kevin Wilson and his 
staff picked up a fourth Rivals250 recruit when they signed Florida 
receiver Taj Williams a month after National Signing Day. 

Headliner: Allen, Kenney and Latham should be able to step on 
the field immediately and be impact players for the Hoosiers. Allen is 
a big-time hitter at the safety position, while Kenney and Latham are two 
athletic linemen that will give the Indiana defense a significant presence 
against both the run and the pass. 

Sleeper: Dutra was a standout on both sides of the ball in 
high school and could certainly make an impact for the IU offense, but 
because of his size and athleticism, he has a chance to be a difference- 
maker at safety. 

Bottom line: The Hoosiers did not have the type of season on 
the field that they were hoping for in 2012, but that did not stop them 
from putting together one of the best recruiting classes in program 
history. Wilson and his staff have made the state of Indiana a priority 
in recruiting and it paid off with commitments from five of the top 19 
prospects in the state. IU also did a great job recruiting the South as 
11 of their signees hail from Florida, Georgia or Louisiana. 


2013 www.lindyssports.com 


Overview: Solid class that filled some 
significant need areas for the Hawkeyes, but it won’t wow fans in terms 
of star value. lowa needed more speed on the outside on offense and 
signed five wide receivers. The most immediate impact will probably 
come from JC WR Damond Powell, who averaged 30 yards a catch last 
year. Keep an eye on Derrick Willies at WR. He could be an impact 
performer down the road. On the defensive side, getting Reggie 
Spearman late was important and lowa found two pretty good prospects 
in Malik Rucker out of Minnesota and Solomon Warfield out of Ohio. 

Headliner: Maybe it's because he was one of the final commits, 
but lowa needs to stock up at linebacker and getting Reggie Spearman 
out of Chicago the day before Signing Day was a significant grab for the 
Hawkeyes. 

Sleeper: Akrum Wadley flew under the radar of nearly every 
school in the country, but the Hawkeyes got a tip late in the process on 
the speedy prospect out of New Jersey. Has potential at several positions. 

Bottom line: This is a good, but not great class for the 
Hawkeyes. Their national ranking for the class isn’t high, but it is made 
up of the type of players that have developed in the lowa system and 
could pay dividends down the road. 


_ TOP 20 INCOMING 
BIG TEN RECRUITS 


Plano, Texas/Prestonwood Christan Academy Ohio 
Rossville, Ga/Ridgeland Ohio State | 


Fort Lauderdale, Fla/St. Thomas Aquinas — 
Randolph, N1/Randolph = 


14. Ezekiel Eliott 
15. EliApple 


EiiApple «6-085 CB Voorhees, NulJEastem 
16. Evanlisle 


6-6/265 OT Center, Ohi/Centerville 


64/245 DE 
65/311 OT 


18. Garrett Sickels 
19. Kyle Bosch 
20, Trey Johnson 
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Overview: Michigan's class of 2013 raced out 
to a fast start, and although the momentum didn’t remain consistent 
throughout the year, Michigan finished with a bang. As has been the case 
since Brady Hoke arrived in Ann Arbor, the focus was on in-state and 
regional recruiting, and the Wolverines signed eight homegrown players 
to go along with nine from Ohio and three from Illinois. Out of the region, 
five-star running back Derrick Green was the top player in Virginia. 
Quarterback Shane Morris, defensive backs Jourdan Lewis and Delano 
Hill, offensive lineman David Dawson, athlete Wyatt Shallman, and wide 
receiver Csont’e York were all top 10 in Michigan, while defensive back 
Dymonte Thomas, linebacker Mike McCray and tight end Jake Butt 
earned the same distinction in Ohio. 

Headliner: Green is the obvious choice here. Michigan’s only 
five-star signee is a bruising running back who will fit perfectly in Brady 
Hoke's pro-style schemes. 

Sleeper: Michigan offered defensive back Channing Stribling at 
its summer camp, and the tall, rangy cornerback has plenty of athletic 
potential that other schools missed on. 

Bottom line: Although Michigan didn't quite top Ohio State’s 
second-rated class nationally for the conference's best recruiting group, 
the Wolverines put together plenty of pieces to form a high-powered unit 
on both sides of the ball that ranked No. 5 nationally. 


Overview: For the fourth straight year, and the 
sixth time in seven years, Michigan State's recruiting class ranks outside 
of the national top 30. With scholarship space to sign only 18 players, the 
Spartans had reduced chances of cracking the national top 20 in the 
Rivals.com rankings. 

Headliner: Damion Terry, who threw for 50 TD passes in leading 
Erie (Pa.) Cathedral Prep to a AAA state championship, is one of the three 
highest-ranked players in this MSU class. MSU happens to have an open 
competition at quarterback, with senior-to-be Andrew Maxwell having 
failed to finish the game in a Buffalo Wild Wings Bowl victory over TCU, 
when he was relieved by Connor Cook. 

Sleeper: MSU listed Delton Williams as an “athlete” in its official 
press release. Dantonio mentioned two or three times that Williams will 
get a look at the running back position in August, due in part to Le’Veon 
Bell's decision to turn pro. 

Bottom line: At No. 40 in the nation, this year’s MSU class is the 
fourth-best of the Mark Dantonio era, and tied for second-best in terms of 
average star ranking per recruit. 


Overview: Golden Gopher fans believe the 
coaching staff put together a solid 2013 class. Minnesota was able to 
address their need on the offensive side of the ball by getting more 
playmakers, including Rivals.com three-stars Donovahn Jones, Berkley 
Edwards, Drew Wolitarsky and Eric Carter. On defense, the Gophers 
improved their linebacking corps by adding junior college linebackers 
Damien Wilson and De’Vondre Campbell both of whom could start right 
away. 

Headliner: Edwards has the speed and compact size to be 
a perfect fit in Minnesota’s offensive system. Edwards could make noise 
as a true freshman at Minnesota. 

Sleeper: Lewisville (Texas) defensive end Hedrick Ekpe will join 
his brother Scott at Minnesota. Ekpe enrolled in January and could be in 
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the rotation at defensive end as a true freshman. 

Bottom line: The 2013 recruiting class was about filling needs. 
The Minnesota staff filled their needs on defense by adding five lineback- 
ers and on offense by adding playmakers. A solid clasis for Jerry Kill and 
his coaching staff. 


Northwestern 


Overview: If you had to pick one word to 
describe Northwestern’s Class of 2013, that word would be “versatile.” 
The Wildcats landed several players who could play on either side of the 
line of scrimmage during their careers in Evanston. Four of the 19 
signees are listed as athletes by Rivals, meaning they could play a variety 
of different positions. Tommy Fuessel, Matt Harris, Godwin Igwebuike 
and Kyle Queiro all fall into the athlete category, while Keith Watkins 
(running back/cornerback) and Tyler Lancaster (offensive line/defensive 
tackle) also have the capability of playing offense or defense. 

Headlliner: The bluest chip in this class is quarterback Matt 
Alviti, the only four-star prospect in the bunch. A three-year starter at 
Chicagoland powerhouse Park Ridge (Ill.) Maine South, Alviti is a threat as 
arunner and thrower and an ideal fit for the Wildcats’ spread attack. 

: Feussel is an intriguing combination of size (6-3) and 
speed (4.46 40-yard dash) who could play either safety or wide receiver 
for the Wildcats. The one-time Northern Illinois commit played quarter- 
back at 2012 state runner-up Frankfort (|Il.) Lincoln Way East. 

Bottom line: Rivals ranked Northwestern's class eighth in the 
Big Ten, and while that may not sound like much, it is the Wildcats’ 
highest mark under Fitzgerald. The team added a big dose of speed on 
both sides of the ball and addressed critical needs at cornerback, safety 
and running back. 


Nebraska 


Overview: Nebraska signed its biggest class 
since 2008, as it addressed several key needs. The Huskers signed six 
defensive linemen and five offensive linemen to build up depth for the 
future. They also signed two very high profile running backs in Terrell 
Newby and Adam Taylor, along with addressing their linebacker need by 
signing Marcus Newby, Josh Banderas and Courtney Love. 

Headliner: Several guys could go in this spot, but West Hills 
(Calif.) Chaminade running back Newby has the chance to be a special 
player. The 5-10, 180-pounder was the California high school Player of 
the Year. 

Sleeper: On offense, tight end Cethan Carter is probably the 
biggest sleeper. He came on very late during his senior year. Defensively, 
both safety recruits Drake Martinez and Nathan Gerry were relatively 
under the radar, but should have a chance to make very early impacts in 
their career. 

Bottom line: Bo Pelini’s 2011 class may have been higher 
ranked, but without a doubt, the 2013 class is his deepest from top to 
bottom. This class has the chance to be a program-changer for Nebraska. 
The biggest thing that needs to happen is development along the offen- 
sive and defensive lines. 


Ohio State 


— Overviews: |n 2012, Urban Meyer had only 
weeks to put together the No. 4-rated recruiting class, and, with a full 
season to work with in 2013 put together the No. 2-rated recruiting class. 
The Buckeyes addressed several key needs, including an infusion of 
playmakers like athlete Dontre Wilson, wide receiver James Clark and 
converted quarterback turned wide receiver Jalin Marshall. The 
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Buckeyes were able to lock up the top three players from the Buckeye 
state (Marshall, cornerback Cameron Burrows and offensive lineman 
Evan Lisle), as well as pull the top rated player out of the states of Texas 
(linebacker Mike Mitchell), Missouri (running back Ezekiel Elliott) and 
South Carolina (defensive tackle Michael Hill). 

Headliner: The Buckeyes landed a pair of 5-stars with Mitchell 
and safety Vonn Bell, but it is Marshall who could have the first opportu- 
nity to make an impact as an impressive playmaker who makes magical 
things happen when he has the ball in his hands. 

Sleeper: Jayme Thompson was briefly a commitment to West 
Virginia, but when the Buckeyes came calling it was too good to pass 
up for the long and quick safety out of Toledo. 

Bottom line: Ohio State put together a solid mix of in-state and 
out-of-state prospects. Some Ohio purists, however, are quick to point 
out that 58-percent of the class came from beyond the borders of Ohio. 
The class addressed almost every need on the board, but the Buckeyes 
were unable to add a third offensive lineman and will have to put a heavy 
emphasis on that position in the next class. 


Penn State 


Overviews: Bill O'Brien's first full recruiting 
class as head coach at Penn State exceeded expectations by any 
measure. That he and the Nittany Lions’ coaching staff were able to reel 
in a Rivals.com five-star quarterback, and three more four-stars in the 
class in the face of unprecedented NCAA sanctions was even more 
impressive. 

Headliner: Fork Union Military Academy quarterback Chris- 
tian Hackenberg committed early, then stayed with the Nittany Lions 
even after the sanctions were announced in July. Considered the No. 2 
overall pro-style quarterback in the country, expectations will be high for 
Hackenberg from the moment he steps on Penn State’s campus in June. 
With only JC transfer Tyler Ferguson to beat, he could be Penn State's 
starter by Aug. 31. 

Sleepers: An early-enrollee, Richy Anderson arrived at Penn 
State in January with little fanfare. By the end of the spring practice 
session, though, he'd quickly made a case for himself to earn immediate 
playing time as a slot receiver for the Nittany Lions. Safety Neiko Rob- 
inson from the Florida panhandle was a Rivals.com three-star prospect 
and could be an early contributor for an in-flux Penn State secondary. 

Bottom line: Though Penn State suffered a setback due 
to the off-field issues of linebacker Zayd Issah, the class is full of 
talented, mature players expected to contribute in the coming years. 
While the NCAA's sanctions are harrowing for the program, every 
commitment in the class is a testament to O'Brien and the program 
he'd like to restore. 


Overview: After being hired in December, 
first-year Purdue coach Darrell Hazell had to hire a staff and get 
recruiting going, all while coaching his former team, Kent State, in its 
bowl game. So, it was a scramble to fill the back half of a signing class 
that was approximately half full when he took over. Still, Hazell is 
pleased with his debut class, citing its versatility, among other things. 

Defensive end was a major need, with well thought-of Antoine 
Miles and Evan Panfil being added late to join inherited commits Jake 
Replogle and John Strauser. 

Purdue signed four running backs — David Yancey, Keyante Green, 
Dalyn Dawkins and Keith Byars Il — with the hope that at least one or 
two of them can make an impact right away. 

Three Purdue signees enrolled early and took part in spring practice. 

Headliner: Quarterback Danny Etling was a four-star recruit 
who committed to Purdue early, then stuck with the Boilermakers 
through their coaching change. He's already on campus and in the thick 
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of the race to be Purdue's starting QB. 

Sleeper: Matt Burke is a gigantic pass-catching tight end who 
was very popular among recruiters late in the recruiting process, but 
chose Purdue after Hazell and his staff zeroed in on him as a priority for 
what's expected to be a tight end-friendly offense. 

Burke may need a year or two to develop physically and get stronger, 
but Purdue loves his long-range potential. 

Bottom line: \t wasn’t an ideal situation for Purdue’s new staff, 
which had to sign more than half its class in January alone, recruiting 
many of these signees for a very short period of time. 

Time will tell, but for the time being, the Boilermakers’ new staff 
filled dire needs like running back and defensive end; retained important 
commitments like Etling, Yancey and Green; and got their recruiting 
operation up and running. 


Overview: The Badgers signed just 17 
prospects, but they signed several potential impact players. They landed 
two high-priority players in in-state defensive ends Alec James and 
Chikwe Obasih, and took a junior college quarterback in Tanner McEvoy, 
who could start for the Badgers this season. Running back Corey Clement 
was a solid pickup, and could contribute this season as a freshman. 

Headliner: Of all the players the Badgers took in this class, 
James has one of the highest ceilings in Gary Andersen’s 3-4 defense. 

Sleeper: The Badgers picked up a commitment from outside 
linebacker Leon Jacobs near the end of the recruiting season. He didn't 
play much football in high school, but has athletic talent in spades and 
could grow into his position. 

Bottom line: The Badgers started out hot on the recruiting trail, 
but Bret Bielema’s departure for Arkansas hurt their momentum with two 
months left until Signing Day. A few talented players decommitted, but 
new head coach Gary Andersen was able to hang on to the top players in 
his signing class for the most part. 


Overview: Many were surprised to see Notre 

Dame show up at the BCS title game last season, but its incoming 
recruiting class will do a lot to help keep the Irish at that level. Coach 
Brian Kelly signed 24 recruits in his latest class, including flipping a few 
five-star players late, in what looks to nicely fill any holes opening up on 
the roster. After being spurned on Signing Day the previous year, Notre 
Dame got a nice surprise on Feb. 6 when defensive lineman Eddie 
Vanderdoes flipped from USC to its rival, putting a cap on a recruiting 
class that should keep Notre Dame near the top of the heap. 

Headliner: Notre Dame may have said goodbye to Manti Te’o, but 
it hopes Jaylon Smith will eventually fill the shoes of No. 5. Smith, from 
nearby Fort Wayne, Ind., was the third-ranked overall player according 
to Rivals. He also won the Butkus Award for the nation's top high school 
linebacker — the same award Te’o won before heading to Notre Dame. 

Sleeper: Corey Robinson is a raw product, but the 6-5 wide 
receiver has the potential to cause headaches for defenses. Early enroll- 
ment should aid his development, and he carries an unmatched athletic 
pedigree thanks to his father — NBA Hall of Famer David Robinson. 

Bottom line: Notre Dame joined the upper echelon of college 
football on the field in 2012, and this recruiting class enjoys the same 
company. The 24 recruits Kelly was able to lure to South Bend can match 
up with any other class in the nation, ending up ranked third by Rivals. 
And critically, the class brings in top talent at key spots that should help 
keep Notre Dame's defense elite, while filling gaps left by departing 
playmakers on both sides of the ball. 
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TOP to BOTTOM 


1. Ohio State 

2. Michigan 

3. Michigan State 
4. Nebraska 

5. Wisconsin 

6. Northwestern 
7. Penn State 


8. Indiana 

9. lowa 
§ 10. Minnesota 
-@ i. Purdue 


. Illinois 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


aman Tear re 


~ 


re a = a eo. 4 
ss eee 


PICKING THE BIG TEN 


Talent Abounds for Buckeyes, Now Free From NCAA Ban 


ot long after beating Michigan in 

the 2012 season finale, Ohio State 

coach Urban Meyer was asked if 
his 12-0 Buckeyes deserved to be ranked 
as the top team in the country. “I’m not 
going to get into the ‘what ifs,” he told 
reporters. “You can’t control what you 
can’t control.” 

Oh, but now Meyer and his Buckeyes do 
have control. 

No longer under the NCAA’s thumb 
for wrongs committed under the previous 
regime, this year’s Buckeyes can compete 
again for the very biggest prizes. 

“Well, you know, it is Ohio State,” said 
Illinois coach Tim Beckman. 

The Buckeyes are loaded. It’s an over- 


used term in college football, but it may 
not do justice in describing the depth of 
talent on this roster. 

Braxton Miller may be the finest dual- 
threat quarterback in the country; he 
certainly has the finest receiving corps 
in the conference, and the Buckeyes 
secondary ... well, let’s just say opposing 
quarterbacks will lose plenty of sleep 
over this bunch. Top to bottom, the 
Buckeyes have it. Again, loaded (and 
then some). 

But if the Big Ten has a team to stop 
Meyer's bunch, perhaps it’s their good 
friends from Ann Arbor. 

Devin Gardner is ready to put his stamp 
on this program, and he has the play- 


Ten Picks 


LEADERS 


1. Ohio State 


2. Wisconsin 


3. Penn State 


4. Indiana 


5. lowa 


6. Minnesota 


LEGENDS 


1. Michigan 


2. Michigan State 


3. Nebraska 


4. Northwestern 


5. Purdue 


6. Illinois 


Good news 


As usual, OSU seems to have the Big Ten's 
best at just about every position. 


No conference school has been as steady 
over the past decade as Wisconsin. 


Controversy has finally escaped the cam- 
pus; this team can focus on football again. 


The passing game is growing by leaps and 
bounds, the defense is full of diaper dandies ... 


Anthony Hitchens and James Morris ranked 
among the top three in tackles last season. 


The running game is reason for optimism, 
and the defense has names you've heard of. 


There is no shortage of talent, and both 
Notre Dame and OSU visit Ann Arbor. 


The back seven of the defense is as good 
as any unit in the conference. 


The usual formula is there — big ‘ol boys 
up front, moving the ball 4 yards at a time. 


An exciting 2012 has Wildcat fans talking 
about conference contention for 2013... 


A strong spring was the result of coach 


Darrell Hazell’s positive, realistic approach. 


Illinois is one of the few Big Ten teams with 
an experienced QB (Nathan Scheelhaase). 
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Checking... still checking, we'll get back 
to you. 


Anew coach (Gary Andersen), little experi- 
ence at QB, and no pass rushers on defense. 


Who knew losing QB Matt McGloin would 
create such a void for the offense? 


Ahem, as excited as we might sound, we 
haven't forgotten this is a basketball school. 


Stump your friends by asking them to name 
three Hawkeyes, on either side of the ball. 


The secondary and receiving corps, meanwhile, 
has plenty of names you've never heard. 


LB Jake Ryan's injury hurts, and how much do 
we know about QB Devin Gardner, really? 


You don't win titles playing in close games 
(nine decided by four points or less last year). 


The depth of talent separating the Cornhuskers 
from the top three league teams is noticeable. 


... Which is exactly when things in Evanston 
tend to fall apart. 


The road schedule is brutal. The home 
schedule even worse. 


Illini fans have circled the Nov. 23 trip to 
West Lafayette ... and nothing else. 


makers and protection to help him. The 
loss of linebacker Jake Ryan to offseason 
knee surgery was a devastating blow to 
the defense, but the Wolverines, too, are 
loaded with talent. And the Big Game this 
year will take place in the Big House. 

Wisconsin has represented the Big Ten 
in the Rose Bowl for three straight years, 
yet — same as is true heading into every 
season — no one believes they'll get it 
done another year. “They’re a little under- 
appreciated,” said Indiana’s Kevin Wilson. 

New Badgers coach Gary Andersen 
hopes to keep things mostly the same in 
Madison, and he inherits the conference’s 
(and arguably nation’s) best backfield to 
help him. 


Our call 


This team could repeat its undefeated season 
(and this time with something at stake). 


A fourth straight Rose Bowl berth is not going 
to happen. 


A few pieces short on offense and defense from 
making significant gains. 


Indiana improved its win count by three last 
season, and could do the same in ‘13. 


Shhhh.... if you listen close enough you can hear 
lowa sinking in the Big Ten standings. 


Improved from last season, but miles from the 
heart of the conference. 


Don't count Michigan out! Brady Hoke has this 
program heading in the right direction. 


As has become custom, Mark Dantonio’s club will 
come up just short. 


Indianapolis is a distant memory, and an unlikely 
goal for this club. 


If any coach can keep his players focused, it's Pat 
Fitzgerald. 


Hazell is a good coach, not a miracle worker. 
This will take time. 


Poor Tim Beckman. Toledo probably looks like 
paradise right about now. 
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Michigan State’s defense could be as 
good as Ohio State’s, especially at line- 
backer and defensive back. And while the 
offense has much to prove, no one ques- 
tions Mark Dantonio’s ability to contend; 
through six seasons, Dantonio has a bet- 
ter winning percentage than legendary 
Duffy Daugherty. 

Nebraska and Penn State? Yep, they'll 


be there, lunch buckets in hand. Both { eo = | p % 

have been devastated by departures in vw . 4 

the past year, but when has graduation Braxton Miller Carlos Hyde Ryan Shazier Tyler Ferguson 
or injury ever kept the Cornhuskers or QB, Ohio State RB, Ohio State LB, Ohio State QB, Penn State 


Nittany Lions down? 

And then there is Northwestern, which 
suffered very few key losses from their 
10-win season of a year ago. Kain Colter 
and Venric Mark are back to lead the 
offense, with Tyler Scott and Ibraheim 
Campbell to lead the defense. Plus, Pat 
Fitzgerald’s bunch is always disciplined 
and prepared. 

But can Northwestern really contend in 
a year in which Ohio State and Michigan 
are in top form? In this conference — argu- 
ably the most balanced in the country ... 
sure, why not? 


— Mike Beacom 


Lindy’s 2013 


QB Braxton Miller Jr. Ohio State QB Taylor Martinez Sr. Nebraska QB Devin Gardner Jr. Michigan 
RB Carlos Hyde Sr. Ohio State RB Venric Mark Sr. Northwestern RB Mark Weisman Jr. lowa 
RB AmeerAbdullah = Jr. Nebraska RB Melvin Gordon So. Wisconsin | RB StephenHouston Sr. Indiana 
WR Kenny Bell Jr. * Nebraska WR Allen Robinson Jr. Penn State L WR Jeremy Gallon Sr. Michigan 
WR Jared Abbrederis — Sr. Wisconsin WR Philly Brown Sr. Ohio State WR Devin Smith Jr. Ohio State 
TE Jacob Pedersen Sr. Wisconsin TE DevinFunchess So. Michigan —} TE Kyle Carter So. Penn State 
OL Taylor Lewan Sr. Michigan I OL Jeremiah Sirles Sr. Nebraska OL Brandon Scherff Jr. lowa 
OL Spencer Long Sr. Nebraska OL Austin Blythe So. lowa OL Corey Linsley Sr. Ohio State 
OL John Urschel Sr. Penn State OL Brandon Vitabile Jr. Northwestern OL Fou Fonoti Sr. Michigan State 
OL AndrewNorwell — Sr. Ohio State OL Jack Mewhort Sr. Ohio State OL Dan Feeney So. Indiana 
OL Ryan Groy Sr. Wisconsin OL Travis Jackson Jr. Michigan State OL Michael Schofield Sr. Michigan 
AP Venric Mark Sr. Northwestern AP Jared Abbrederis — Sr. Wisconsin AP Akeem Hunt Jr. Purdue 
K Jeff Budzien Sr. Northwestern K  BrendanGibbons Sr. Michigan K Mike Meyer Sr. lowa 
DL Deion Barnes So. Penn State DL Adolphus Washington So. Ohio State DL Noah Spence So. Ohio State 
DL Beau Allen Sr. Wisconsin DL Marcus Rush Jr. Michigan State DL Bruce Gaston Sr. Purdue 
DL Tyler Scott Sr. Northwestern DL Ryan Russell Jr. Purdue DL Jason Ankrah Sr. Nebraska 
DL Ra’ShedeHageman Sr. Minnesota DL DaQuan Jones Sr. Penn State DL Ethan Hemer Sr. Wisconsin 
LB Ryan Shazier Jr. Ohio State LB James Morris Sr. lowa LB ChiChi Ariguzo Jr. Northwestern 
LB Chris Borland Sr. Wisconsin LB Damien Proby Sr. Northwestern LB Anthony Hitchens Sr. lowa 
LB Max Bullough Sr. Michigan State LB Denicos Allen Sr. Michigan State LB Glenn Carson Sr. Penn State 
DB Bradley Roby Jr. Ohio State DB Ricardo Allen Sr. Purdue DB Isaiah Lewis Sr. Michigan State 
DB Darqueze Dennard Sr. Michigan State DB C.J. Barnett Sr. Ohio State DB ChristianBryant Sr. Ohio State 
DB IbraheimCampbell Jr. Northwestern DB DezmenSouthward Sr. Wisconsin [F DB Malcolm Willis Sr. Penn State 
DB Ciante Evans Sr. Nebraska DB Blake Countess Jr. Michigan DB ThomasGordon = Sr. Michigan 
P Mike Sadler Jr. Michigan State P Drew Meyer So. Wisconsin P  JustinDuVernois = Sr. Illinois 


em 
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THE BIG ONES 


Aug. 31 

Penn State vs. Syracuse (East Rutherford, NJ) 
Sept. 7 

Notre Dame at Michigan 
Sept. 14 

Wisconsin at Arizona State 


lowa at lowa State 
UCLA at Nebraska 


Sept. 21 
Michigan at Connecticut 
Michigan State at Notre Dame 


Sept. 28 
lowa at Minnesota 
Wisconsin at Ohio State 


Oct.5 
Ohio State at Northwestern 


Oct. 12 
Michigan at Penn State 
Northwestern at Wisconsin 


Oct. 19 
lowa at Ohio State 


Oct. 26 
Penn State at Ohio State 


Nov. 2 
Michigan at Michigan State 
Northwestern at Nebraska 


Nov. 9 
Nebraska at Michigan 
BYU at Wisconsin 


Nov. 16 
Michigan at Northwestern 
Michigan State at Nebraska 


Nov. 23 

Wisconsin at Minnesota 
Indiana at Ohio State 
Nebraska at Penn State 


Nov. 29 
lowa at Nebraska 


Nov. 30 
Ohio State at Michigan 


1. Taylor Lewan 
2. Bradley Roby 
3. Max Bullough 


Nothing like a good ol’ East Coast clash to get the Big Ten schedule going. 
Michigan has nine TOs vs. ND in past two years. 


The Badgers have lost their last three games against Pac-12 foes. 
Past two meetings decided by just three points; Cyclones won both. 
Teams combined for more than 600 rushing yards in last year's meeting, 


Michigan has lost three of its last four non-league road games. Just sayin’. 
The Spartans have won six of the last eight games played in South Bend. 


Floyd of Rosedale has made lowa City his primary residence lately, 
Could the Leaders Division be decided in September? 


Northwestern a contender? Ok Wildcats, prove it! 


Carr, Paterno were coaching these clubs the last time U-M won (2007). 
Think Cats have forgotten the 70 points Badgers scored in last meeting? 


For OSU, just another game; for lowa, a chance to make a statement. 
Penn State got the ‘W' last time they checked into the Horseshoe (2011). 


A chance the Legends will be riding on this grudge match... 
. If not, this game will be the one to watch. 


Nebraska embarrassed Michigan last year, Payback in Ann Arbor? 


BYU bested Gary Andersen when he was at Utah State the past two years. 


Matchup produced one of the conference's most exciting finishes of ‘12. 
A pass interference call cost Spartans at the end of last year’s 28-24 loss, 


Can Bucky claim the Axe for a 10th straight year? 
IU scored 35 second-half points vs. OSU last year — and still lost. 
The history of these two programs alone makes this worth watching. 


No contest sums up Midwestern football better than this one. 


College football at its finest; might be only game that matters in BIG. 


OL Sr. 


CB Jr. 
LB Sr. 


Michigan 
Ohio State 
Michigan State 


DEVIN GARDNER 


BOWL CONNECTIONS 


Big Ten Champion 


BCS (National title game 
if ranked #1 or #2, otherwise Rose) 


Big Ten #2 
Big Ten #3 
Big Ten #4 
Big Ten #5 
Big Ten #6 


Big Ten #7 
Big Ten #8 


Capital One vs. SEC 

Outback vs. SEC 

Buffalo Wild Wings vs. Big 12 
Gator vs. SEC 


Meineke Car Care of Texas 
vs. Big 12 


Heart of Dallas vs, Conference USA 
Little Caesars Pizza vs. MAC 


His stock will most likely improve by returning to Ann Arbor. 


Photo by Rick Osentoski-US PRESSWIRE 


Considered by many to be the Big Ten’s most electrifying prospect. 
Has the frame to play inside at the pro level; very little gets by him. 


4. Ra’Shede Hageman DT Sr. 
5. Ryan Shazier LB Jr. 


Minnesota 
Ohio State 
Michigan State 


Raw, but at 6-6 and 300 pounds scouts are happy to work with him. 
Was a star the day he set foot on the Columbus campus. 

6. Darqueze Dennard CB Sr. Another in a long line of outstanding Spartan DB prospects. 
7. Jacob Pedersen TE Sr. 


8. Deion Barnes DE So. 


Wisconsin No school turns out pro-ready TE prospects like Wisconsin. 
Penn State 
Ohio State 


Nebraska 


Only has one year under his belt; one more might be enough. 


TOP 10 NFL TALENT 


g. Carlos Hyde Sr. Has the size to be an NFL workhorse, but needs a big senior year. 


10. Spencer Long OL Sr. Meaty and a tad bit ornery — just how you’d draw up a pro guard. 
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AROUND THE BIG TEN 


Slim Big Ten pickins for Sunday players 


he 2012 season was certainly 
a strange one, with Ohio State 
and Penn State ineligible for the 


Big Ten championship, but the league 
should have made it clear that its play- 
ers were all eligible to play in the NFL 
next season. Or something. 

The league was nearly shut out of the 
first round, marking the ugliest of draft 
seasons. Only Wisconsin center Travis 
Frederick among Big Ten players got a 
phone call from the NFL in the first round. 

One first-round draft pick. One. 

It’s almost as though the league’s ros- 
ters are fulfilling the image that the SEC 
pinned on them over the years — too slow 
for prime time, as the NFL ignored droves 
of productive Big Ten players. Overall, the 
league had just 22 players selected in the 
seven rounds, compared to a record 63 for 
the SEC. Ugh. 

Still, perhaps it was fitting that the 
lone first-rounder was a center. At least 
one Big Ten offensive lineman has been 


FOUR-YEAR STANDINGS 


Record 
25-7 
24-8 

22-10 

22-10 
21-11 

16-16 

16-16 

16-16 
13-19 
9-23 
8-24 
4-28 


Pet. All 

78) 41-10 
750 39-16 
688 40-14 
688 35-16 
.656 35-18 
500 31-20 
500 31-21 
500 30-21 
406 22-28 
28) 18-32 
250 19-31 
219 14-34 


Team 

Ohio State 
*Nebraska 
Wisconsin 
Penn State 
Michigan State 
Michigan 
Northwestern 
lowa 

Purdue 
Minnesota 
Ittinois 
Indiana 


*Two of Nebraska's four seasons were in Big 12 
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drafted in the first round in seven of the 
past eight years. 

For what it’s worth, Illinois led the 
league with four players drafted ... after 
going 2-10, and o-for-Big Ten in 2012. 

Problem is, the league appears to have 
another lean year ahead as far as top pros- 
pects in the NFL are concerned. 

Certainly Michigan offensive tackle 
Taylor Lewan is a top prospect (he was 
projected as a first-rounder in 2013 before 
deciding to return for his senior year, 
and could very well be a top-five pick in 
2014). But as for NFLDraftScout.com’s 
2014 long-range draft board, Ohio State 
corner Bradley Roby is the only other first- 
round projection. 

Maybe Rutgers will help fill the 
league’s talent pool next year — the 
Scarlet Knights had seven players draft- 
ed in April, although four of them were in 
the seventh round. 

On the bright side, perhaps agents 
and their runners aren’t sniffing around 


Big Ten locker rooms as much as they 
once were. 


Lining up for NFL 

Back to the good news: Of the 22 Big 
Ten players drafted by the NFL, 12 were 
linemen (five on offense, seven defense). 

What's part of the secret to that success? 

“One thing I learned when I was here in 
the 1980s (under Hayden Fry) is that good 
players come in all shapes and sizes,” says 
“and that’s true of 
offensive linemen as well.” 

Ferentz recalls Joel Hilgenberg, a cen- 
ter during those years who played at 235 


Iowa’s Kirk Ferentz, 


pounds for the Hawkeyes: Hilgenberg 
later had a 10-year career for the New 
Orleans Saints after being a fourth- 
round pick. 

“As recent as a couple years ago, this 
was an informal BCS record, but we were 
three deep at center with guys who were 
all under 6-1,” Ferentz said. 

Adam Gettis and Markus Zusevics are 


Michigan’s stock will be on the rise soon, as the Wolverines will be able 


to wipe away the last two years of the Rich Rodriguez era, which resulted 


in a 4-12 conference record, It will still take some work for UM to catch 


old rival Ohio State, though, even with a couple of excellent seasons. 


Is Northwestern primed to make a move? 


B 
3 
4 
4 
3 
4 
3 
4 
3 
2 
2 
2 
0 


Comment 


This Urban renewal project is simply stunning. 
Huskers are 12-4 in Big Ten in first two tries. 

Even Bielema thinks Bucky has topped out. 

The big dip didn’t materialize, after all (yet?). 
Returned to earth after epic back-to-back years. 
Back to normal? A dozen Big Ten wins in two years. 
Tossing 10-win season atop five-bowl streak. 

Seem to be damaged by arrival of Nebraska. 

Are Boilers’ expectations realistic? 

Non-league slate helps; 6-18 in Big Ten last three years. 
Not the big start Beckman was looking for. 

Hey, two Big Ten wins last year were most since ‘07. 
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both on NFL rosters, and both were under 
240 pounds coming out of high school en 
route to Iowa. 

“One common denominator: it’s not size 
or speed, but their willingness to compete 
and their work ethic,” Ferentz said. 


Attracting wins with the help 

of winners 

Tim Beckman wasn’t pleased with his 
first season in Champaign - just two wins, 
none in the Big Ten. 

Part of the lack of success can be chalked 
up to a roster containing 58 freshmen and 
sophomores, many of whom have never 
heard of Dick Butkus or Red Grange. 

To change the culture, and to help his 
players becoming more connected with 
his program’s past, Beckman organized 
weekly speeches in the spring. Each 
Friday in February and March, someone 
visited the team. Some were former play- 
ers to speak about the university’s football 
rivalries and history; others were merely 
successful in their chosen field. 

Olympian Jean Driscoll, for example, 
won the wheelchair division of the Boston 
marathon eight times. 

“It’s not football,” Beckman says, “but 
a champion is a champion.” 

By surrounding his squad with win- 
ners, Beckman hopes it will rub off on 
the field. He says the atmosphere he’s 
building is already rubbing off in the 
classroom. The number of Illini football 
players with a 3.0 grade point average 
has increased each semester since his 
arrival in December 2011. 


A staff built for the Big Ten 

New Purdue coach Darrell Hazell is 
no stranger to the Big Ten. Hazell spent 
seven seasons as an assistant under Jim 
Tressel at Ohio State (2004-10) and sever- 
al more preparing for Big Ten opponents 
as a coach in the MAC. 

One of the first things Hazell did after 
taking command of the Boilermakers at 
the end of 2012 was surround himself with 
a staff that understands Big Ten football. 

“I thought it was important to have guys 
who had coached in this league and know 
the league,” says Hazell. “It’s a different 
league — very physical, pretty traditional.” 

Defensive backs coach Jon Heacock 
spent time coaching at Indiana and 
Michigan, and defensive coordinator 


Greg Hudson spent five years under Glen 
Mason at Minnesota. New linebackers 
coach Marcus Freeman was a leader for 
the Buckeyes defense when Hazell was 
part of the staff. 


Ranking the Schedules 

Starting with the most difficult of slates... 
The road schedule 
includes visits to East Lansing, Ann Arbor, 


1. Indiana — 


Columbus, and Madison. Do you really 
need to hear anything more? 

2. Iowa — The conference forgave the 
Hawkeyes from having to play Illinois, 
Indiana and Penn State. Gee, thanks. 

3. Purdue — Cincinnati and Notre Dame 
give the Boilermakers one of the Big Ten’s 
most demanding non-conference sched- 
ules. And trips to Wisconsin, Michigan 
State and Penn State will take a toll. 

4. Northwestern — Pat Fitzgerald likes 
to test his guys early; a trip to Cal starts 
the season, and they take on the Buckeyes 
to open the Big Ten schedule. Fitzgerald’s 
guys will be tested, all right. 

5. Penn State — October will not be nice 
to the Nittany Lions (Michigan and Ohio 
State); November won’t be much better 
(Nebraska and Wisconsin). 

6. Minnesota — A relatively easy 
non-conference schedule is helped by 


the absence of Ohio State. But the road 
is unkind (Michigan, 
Michigan State). 

7. Michigan — Notre Dame and 
Ohio State are at home, but the heart 
of the Wolverines’ schedule includes 
dates at Penn State, Michigan State and 
Northwestern. That could take a lot out of 
this club. 


8. Illinois — The non-conference sched- 


Northwestern, 


ule is no cake walk, nor is the month of 
October: at Nebraska and at home against 
Wisconsin and Michigan State. 

9g. Nebraska — The first half of the 
year looks manageable. Then comes 
November: Northwestern, Michigan, 
Michigan State and Penn State. 

10. Ohio State — The 2013 Big 
Ten schedule opens at home against 
in Ann Arbor. 


Everything else should be a breeze for 


Wisconsin and ends 


Urban Meyer’s squad. 

11. Michigan State — No Ohio State, 
no Wisconsin, and the Michigan game is 
in East Lansing this year. What did Mark 
Dantonio do to deserve such a blessing? 

12. Wisconsin — The Badgers live on 
Easy Street. They skip both Michigan 
schools and Nebraska, and with the excep- 
tion of Ohio State, the toughest of their 
conference slate is at home. 


Head coach Darrell Hazell speaks to the Purdue team 
after the 2013 spring game at Ross-Ade Stadium. 
Photo by AP Photo/Dary! Qualitag via Triple Play New Media 
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RUNNING BACKS QUARTERBACKS 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


oOOMOnoaurWN — 


RATING THE BIG 
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A year ago, most considered Ohio State’s Braxton Miller too raw to be part of all-conference talk. 
Not anymore. “He understands how defenses are attacking him,” said Illinois coach Tim Beckman. 
“He’s more mature ... one of the top quarterbacks in the country.” 

Whereas the rest of the Big Ten’s quarterbacks specialize as either a passer or runner, Miller 
may be the best at both. He has developed into an efficient pocket passer, and last season aver- 
aged more than 100 rushing yards per game. 

Taylor Martinez has weathered early criticism at Nebraska to become one of the Big Ten’s most 
reliable passers (141.6 passing efficiency rating and 62.0 completion percentage in 2012). With one 
of the most experienced receiving corps to throw to, fans can expect Martinez to continue to prog- 
ress this fall. 

Last season, Devin Gardner had to split time at Michigan with Denard Robinson. The job now 
belongs solely to Gardner, whose big arm (Big Ten-best 9.7 yards per attempt) will play a critical 
role in determining how far Michigan will go. 


How can it be that the Badgers lose one of the nation’s top backs (Montee Ball) and still retain 
the top spot in this ranking? Two names: James White and Melvin Gordon. 

White has been the team’s slasher the past three seasons, offering a change-of-pace to Ball and 
John Clay before that. Gordon could be the best back the team has had in years — a tall-standing 
rusher with breakaway speed. Last year Gordon averaged 10.0 yards a carry. This year he could be 
the focal point of the attack. 

Most consider Carlos Hyde the Big Ten’s best returning back. And for good reason. He put the 
ball in the end zone 16 times last season and was only gaining momentum when the Buckeyes 
season came to an end, Rod Smith and others, as well as true freshman Ezekiel Elliott, give Urban 
Meyer insurance should something happen to Hyde. 

Michigan expects to have Fitzgerald Toussaint back from injury for the season opener, hoping 
he regains the form that allowed him to be a 1,000-yard rusher in 2011. Either way, the Wolverines 
are content to move forward with exciting sophomore Thomas Rawls if Toussaint cannot go. 


The Buckeyes have one of every imaginable flavor at receiver — a possession-type (Philly 
Brown), a burner (Devin Smith) and an up-and-comer (Michael Thomas). Brown finished third 
in the Big Ten last year with 60 receptions, while Smith’s 20.6 yards per reception was second to 
none. Thomas, meanwhile, was the talk of spring, with 19 catches and 210 yards in two scrimmages. 

Michigan’s Jeremy Gallon was a top five receiver last season (49 catches) and gives Devin 
Gardner a reliable target to throw to. Drew Dileo is a nice complement. But Michigan's “secret 
sauce” is sophomore Devin Funchess, who most agree has more raw ability than any other tight 
end in the conference. 

Wisconsin owns one of the conference’s thinnest groups, but the presence of veterans Jared 
Abbrederis and Jacob Pedersen make up for it. Abbrederis puts up with inconsistent quarterback 
play and constant double teams and still makes plays. Pedersen is another in a long line of NFL- 
ready Badger tight ends. 

Next to Ohio State’s Brown and Smith, the Big Ten’s best 1-2 punch may be Nebraska’s Kenny Bell 
and Quincy Enunwa. And Jamal Turner is no slouch. The trio combined to catch 124 passes last season. 


Ohio State is full of all-conference hopefuls. Captain Jack Mewhort will anchor the unit, with 
Andrew Norwell and Corey Linsley offering a push inside. And because it’s Ohio State, you can be 
assured there is plenty of young beef waiting for an opportunity. 

Nebraska football is defined by the men up front, and in this case it’s a group of three returning 
starters led by seniors Spencer Long and Jeremiah Sirles. That foundation should help Nebraska 
approach the success it found in 2012 (conference-best 460.8 total yards per game). 

One man does not make a unit, but Taylor Lewan comes close. He decided to return to Michigan 
even though he was widely pegged as a first-round pick in the 2013 NFL Draft. The Wolverines’ left 
tackle is not alone; fellow bookend Michael Schofield should help make Michigan one of the best 
O-lines in the Big Ten. 

Tackle Fou Fonoti and center Travis Jackson come back from injury to lead the way for 
Michigan State’s offensive line. 
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SPECIAL TEAMS 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


SECONDARY 


Spartans, Buckeyes Pace Strong Big Ten Defenses 
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Try not to focus on the two names Ohio State lost — John Simon and Johnathan Hankins — but 
instead on two they have returning: Adolphus Washington and Noah Spence. Those two combined 
for seven sacks this spring and should make life miserable for opposing quarterbacks this fall. 

Marcus Rush earned end-of-year honors for his part in helping Michigan State’s defense to rank 
No. 1 in the Big Ten last year for fewest points and yards allowed. Fellow end Shilique Calhoun is 
someone from whom Spartans fans expect big things. 

Like others on this list, Penn State lost a cornerstone from its line (Jordan Hill) but has someone 
else to fill the role. Actually, Deion Barnes was a bigger force than Hill last year as a freshman. 

He should get ample help from line mates such as DaQuan Jones and freshman Austin Johnson, 
among others. 

Michigan lacks the name recognition of the other groups headlining this list, but Brady Hoke 
has an experienced group that will be difficult for opposing offensive lines to move. At Wisconsin, 
Beau Allen will anchor a new three-man front. 


Nothing new here. Iowa brings back two of the Big Ten’s top three tacklers from a season ago. 
Anthony Hitchens collected more bodies in 2012, but James Morris is the star of the unit. Christian 
Kirksey became a much more consistent force for the Hawkeyes toward the end of last season. 

Ryan Shazier may be the most complete player in the conference — on either side of the foot- 
ball. Last year he ranked second in tackles, first in tackles for loss, and eighth in sacks and passes 
defended. Curtis Grant has the potential to be a star; looks like he could get there this season. 

Michigan State’s Mark Dantonio offered a telling quote to reporters this spring: “I feel stronger 
about our defense this year than I did last year going into the season.” Look at his linebacking 
corps and you believe him. Max Bullough is hard-nosed and reliable; Denicos Allen makes plays; 
Taiwan Jones is fully healthy after playing much of 2012 with a partially torn meniscus. 

Damien Proby and Chi Chi Ariguzo give Northwestern the best linebacking corps you've prob- 
ably never heard of. 


It’s a secondary for the ages in Columbus. Cornerback Bradley Roby and safety C.J. Barnett are 
considered top NFL prospects. Roby led the Big Ten in passes defended, while Barnett and fellow 
safety Christian Bryant weren't far behind. Ohio State must fill the opposite cornerback spot, but 
no team in the nation has recruited the defensive back position better than the Buckeyes over the 
last few seasons. No problem. 

Michigan State has a cover corner of its own (Darqueze Dennard) and one of the league’s best 
safeties in Isaiah Lewis. Those two return to a unit which allowed just 5.4 yards per passing attempt 
last season. 

All eyes in Ann Arbor are on Blake Countess, who was lost early into last season to a torn ACL. 
Assuming he’s healthy, Countess and safety Thomas Gordon will give Michigan a respectable secondary. 

Northwestern’s defensive backfield was incredibly young last year, but those freshmen and 
sophomores have grown up. Among them is Ibraheim Campbell, who already is looked upon as 
one of the Big Ten’s top safeties. And Nick VanHoose gives the Wildcats a cornerback to strike 
fear into opposing quarterbacks. 


The Wolverines will go without Will Hagerup — who won't play in 2013 because of suspension, 
coach Brady Hoke announced in May — but will return kicker Brendan Gibbons, who made 16 of 18 
field goal attempts last season. Sophomore Dennis Norfleet ranked second in the league last sea- 
son in kick return yards per attempt. 

Jeff Budzien missed just one kick for Northwestern last fall (19 of 20). Don’t underestimate his 
value to an offense that returns most of its core performers. Do-it-all Venric Mark is dangerous on 
punt and kick returns. 

Philly Brown may be too valuable in the passing game for Ohio State to risk him in the return 
game this year. Then again, considering he returned two punts for touchdowns in 2012, he may be 
too valuable to keep off the field. 

With Hagerup out, Michigan State’s Mike Sadler is the best punter coming back to the Big Ten. 
He kept up a 43.3-yard average last year on a whopping 79 attempts. 
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THE RACE 

Ohio State loomed large over the Big Ten, even if the Buckeyes, playing with 
NCAA shackles, were ineligible for the league championship game and beyond. 

While Urban Meyer went about going undefeated and grabbing headlines in 
his first season in Columbus — and Penn State dealt with its NCAA postseason 
ban — the Leaders division was down to four teams. None finished with a win- 
ning conference record, with Wisconsin, at 4-4, finishing a game ahead of Purdue. 

The race was more interesting in the Legends, with Nebraska rebounding 
after a 63-38 loss at Ohio State in the second week of the conference season. The 
Cormhuskers saved their best defensive performance of the season for Michigan 
on Oct. 27, holding the Wolverines to 188 total yards and keeping them out of the 
end zone for a 23-9 victory. 

Both teams were 3-1 in the conference after that game, and Nebraska didn’t 
leave anything to chance, running the table the rest of the way in the regular sea- 
son, which included a thrilling 28-24 victory at Michigan State when the Huskers 
scored on a touchdown pass with six seconds left. 

Nebraska was a slight favorite in the title game vs. Wisconsin, but the Badgers 
flat-out embarrassed the Cornhuskers, 70-31, amassing a staggering 539 yards on 
the ground against the Blackshirts. 


THE CHAMPION 

It was the worst Wisconsin season in four years, but the Badgers took advan- 
tage of the postseason bans on Ohio State and Penn State and made a statement 
when it mattered in the Big Ten Championship Game. So, they're not about to 
throw back their third consecutive trip to the Rose Bowl. 

The Badgers had their typically thunderous running game, averaging 236.4 
yards per game on the ground, led by Montee Ball and talented partners James 
White and Melvin Gordon. 

Wisconsin went from Danny O’Brien to Joel Stave to Curt Phillips at quarter- 
back, ranking last in the league in passing. But the combination of the running 
attack and a national Top 20 defense was good enough to give Pac-12 champ 
Stanford a good go in the Rose Bowl, before Phillip’s late interception throw 
sealed the deal on a 20-14 Cardinal win. 


THE STARS 

Offensive Player of the Year: Braxton Miller, QB, Ohio State 

With the sense that he was just scratching the surface, Miller accounted for 
3,310 total yards as a sophomore, directing the Buckeyes to a 12-0 season without 
much help from the receiving corps. He passed for 2,039 yards and ran for 1,271. 

Defensive Player of the Year: John Simon, DL, Ohio State 

Simon and teammate Johnathan Hankins were each first-team all-conference, 
with Simon getting bonus points for his leadership and great motor, even if he 
wasn't physically as imposing. He finished with 14.5 tackles for loss, including 
nine sacks, coming off the edge. 

Coach of the Year: Bill O’Brien, Penn State 

Simply put, O’Brien inherited a mess — a program amid scandal, a roster 
thinned by transfers and a postseason ban. After an 0-2 start, the Nittany Lions 
went 8-2 the rest of the way, losing only to Ohio State and Nebraska. O’Brien 
steadied the ship and deftly brought along young talent. 


THE BOWLS 

Let’s just say that this was not the greatest bowling season in Big Ten football 
history. With Penn State and undefeated Ohio State not even being in the run- 
ning for bowls despite sharing 20 victories on the season, that meant some teams 
were boosted into bowls that were beyond their competitive range. 


Rose Stanford 20, Wisconsin 14 

TaxSlayer Gator Northwestern 34, Mississippi State 20 
Outback South Carolina 33, Michigan 28 
Capital One Georgia 45, Nebraska 31 

Meinke Car Care Texas Tech 34, Minnesota 31 

Buffalo Wild Wings Michigan State 17, TCU 16 

Heart of Dallas Oklahoma State 58, Purdue 14 
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BIG TEN YEAR IN RE 


OFFENSE - First Tear 


QB 


Taylor Martinez Nebraska 
Le’Veon Bell 
Montee Ball 
Allen Robinson 
Jared Abbrederis 
Jacob Pedersen 


Matt Stankiewitch Penn State 


Michigan State 
Wisconsin 
Penn State 
Wisconsin 


Wisconsin 


Michigan 
Nebraska 
Penn State 


Patrick Omameh 
Spencer Long 
John Urschel 
Taylor Lewan Michigan 
Wisconsin 


Northwestern 


Rick Wagner 
Jeff Budzien 


DEFENSE - First Team 


DL 
OL 
OL 


Johnathan Hankins Ohio State 
John Simon Ohio State 
Jordan Hill 
Kawann Short 
Max Bullough Michigan State 
Michael Mauti 
Chris Borland 
Micah Hyde 
Johnny Adams Michigan State 
Darqueze Dennard Michigan State 
Bradley Roby Ohio State 
MikeSadler Michigan State 


Penn State 


Purdue 


Penn State 
Wisconsin 


lowa 


Legends Division W-L 
Nebraska 7p 
Michigan 6-2 
Northwestern 5-3 
Michigan State 3-5 


lowa 


2-6 


Minnesota 2-6 


Leaders Division W-L 
Ohio State 

Penn State 

Wisconsin 

Purdue 

Indiana 

Illinois 


*as selected by the league coaches 


OFFENSE - Second Team 


QB 
RB 
RB 


Braxton Miller Ohio State 
Ameer Abdullah Nebraska 
Venric Mark Northwestern 
Ohio State 
Nebraska 

Ohio State 
Michigan State 


Carlos Hyde 
Kenny Bell 
Corey Brown 
Dion Sims 
lowa 
Wisconsin 


James Ferentz 
Ryan Groy 
Hugh Thornton 
Jeremiah Sirles 
Brett Maher 


Illinois 
Nebraska 


Nebraska 


DEFENSE - Second Team 


DL 
OL 
DL 


Michael Buchanan Illinois 

Indiana 
Michigan 
Nebraska 


Nebraska 


Adam Replogle 

Craig Roh 

Eric Martin 

Baker Steinkuhler 
Nebraska 

Ohio State 


Will Compton 
Ryan Shazier 
Gerald Hodges Penn State 
Michigan 
Nebraska 
Ohio State 
Purdue 


Nebraska 


Jordan Kovacs 
Daimion Stafford 
Christian Bryant 
Ricardo Allen 
Brett Maher 
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2012 BIG TEN LEADERS | 


INDIVID TATISTICS 


PASS EFFICIENCY G ATT CMP INT PCT. YDS 1D EFF. INTERCEPTIONS 6 NO. YDS T AVG/G LONG 
1. Devin Gardner, Michi 13126 755 59.5 1219 ii 161.7 1. Travis Howard, Ohio State 12 4 Ei 0 0.33 25 
2. MarQueis Gray, Minni 11"_'§9 34 2 A 472 5146.0 2. Michael Carter, Minnesota 13 4 61 i 0.31 43 
3. Taylor Martinez, Nebraska 14 _368 228 12 62.0 _—-2871 23 141.6 Landon Feichter, Purdue 13 4 1 0.31 34 
4. Braxton Miller, Ohio State 12.254 148 = 6 5832039 15 140.5 4. Nick VanHoose. Northwestem 10 3 39 0 0.30 39 

. Robart Marve, Purdue 10__253 166565: 1734 15__138.8 5. Devin Smith, Wisconsin 14 4 67 0 0.29 Aa 
6. Matt McGloin, Penn State 12.446 2705 60.5 3266 24 137.6 Daimion Stafford, Nebraska 14 4 28 0 0.29 22 
7. Kain Colter, Northwestem 13149 __—*101 4 678 872 8129.3 7. Michael Mauti, Penn State it 3 125 0.27 99 

. Kenny Guiton, Ohio Stat 1023 13 1__ 56.5 139 2= 127, 8. Greg Heban, Indiana 12 3 94 0 0.25 70 
9. Denard Robinson, i i__167_— 8995331319 9 126.6 Johnny Adams, Michigan State 12 3 i 0 0.25 ii 

10. Cameron Coffman, Indiana ii -407__—-247_—11 60.7 2734 15 123.9 10. Josh Johnson, Purdue 13 3 74 i 0.23 74 

RUSHING G AIT YDS AVG ™ YDS/G SCORING G WD XPT FG 2XP PIS PTS/G 
1. Le'Veon Beil, Michigan State 13 382 1793 47 12 137.9 1. Carlos Hyde. Ohio State 10 7 0 0 0 102 10.2 
2. Montee Bail, Wisconsin 14 356 1830 5.4 22 130.7 2. Montee Ball, Wisconsin 14 22 0 0 Li} 132 9.4 
3. Denard Robinson, Michigan vi 177 1266 72 7 115.14 3. Brett Maher, Nebraska 14 i} 59 20 0 119 85 
4. Braxton Miller, Ohio State 12 227 1271 5.6 13 105.9 4. Jeff Budzien, Northwestern 13 0 50 19 0 107 8.2 
5. Venric Mark, Northwestem 13 226 1371 6.1 12 105.5 5. Stephen Houston, Indiana 12 16 0 0 2 98 82 
6. Carlos Hyde, Ohio State 10 185 970 5.2 16 97.0 6. Mitch Ewald, Indiana 12 0 42 15 0 87 7.2 
7. Zach Zwinak, Penn State 12 203 1000 49 6 .3 7. Dan lichigan State 13 0 25 0 94 72 
8. Mark Weisman, lowa 10 159 815 54 8 81.5 . Brendan Gi Michi 13 45 16 0 93 7.2 
9. Ameer Abdullah, Nebraska 14 226 1137 5.0 8 81.2 9. Venric Mark, Northwestern 13 15 0 ] 0 90. 69 

10. Taylor Martinez, Nebraska 14 195 1019 5.2 10 72.8 10. Braxton Miller, Ohio State 12 13 0 0 t 82 6.8 

TOTAL OFFENSE G RUSH PASS PLAYS TOT YDS/G PUNTING G NO. YDS AVG LG RECEIVING YDS/GAME G REC YDS TD YDS/G 
1. Taylor Martinez, Nebraska__14_1019 2871 563 3890 _277.9 _1. Will Hagerup. Michigan i 33 1486_45.0__ 62. __1. Allen Robinson, Penn State i2_77_1013_11_—84.4 
2. Braxton Miller, Ohio State__12_ 12712039 481 3310 275.8 _ 2. Mike Sadler, Michigan State 13__ 79 3422 4330070 2. Latimer, Indiana 12.51 — 805674 
3. Matt McGloin, Penn State _12__-51_3266_505 3215 267.9 _ 3. Cody Webster, Purdue 13 70__ 2961 423 72 _ 3. Jar Abbrederis, Wisconsin 13__ 49 837_— 5 64.4 
4. Cameron Cofiman. Indiana 11__—-1_—-2734_444 2733 (248.5 __ 4. Justin DuVemois, Illinois 12 73 3060 419 72 _ 4. Jeremy Galion, Michigan 13 49— 8294 63.8 
5. Denard Robinson. Michigan _11_ 1266 1319 344 2585 235.0 _5. Brett Maher, Nebraska 14612552 41.8 69 _5. Kenny Bell, Nebraska 14 50 863 8 «61.6 
6. Andrew Maxwell, Michigan State 13-106 2606 483 25001923 _ 6. Drew Meyer. Wisconsin 14 -80_ 3323 41.5 61 _ 6. Kofi Hughes, Indiana ii 436393 58.1 
7. James Vandenberg, lowa 12__16 2249 452 2265 188.8 _7. Ben Buchanan, Ohio State 12.59 2421 41.0 55 ~_7. Corey Brown, Ohio State j2__60_ 669 3 558 
8. Robert Marve. Purdue 10 6 1734 293 1740 174.0 _ 8. Brandon Williams, Northwestem 13 64 2554 39.9 64 8, Shane Wynn, Indiana j2__ 68 660 6 55.0 
9. Nathan Scheelhaase, Illinois 10 _303_1361__371 1664 166.4 _ 9. Christian Eldred, Minnesota 13_67__ 2555 38.1 _ 63 _ 9. Devin Smith, Ohio State 12.30 —618_ = 6 515 

10. Le'Veon Bell, Michigan State_13 1793 29 383 _1822_140.2 10. Connor Kombrath, lowa 1253-2010: 37.9 «6110. Kyle Carter, Penn State 9 36 453 250.3 

TOTAL OFFENSE G PLAYS YDS. AVG/P TD YDS/G TOTAL DEFENSE G PLYS YDS. AVG. TD YDS/G KICKOFF RETURNS G RET YDS, TD AVG. 

1. Nebraska 1410406451 62. 57 460.8 1. Michigan State 13__ 816 _3567_4.4 (16 2744 1. Purdue 13 60___-1376 1 22.9 

2. Indiana 12939 5304. 5.645 442.0 2. Michigan 13844416049 25 (320.0 2. lowa 12 34 761 1 22.4 

3. Ohio State 12 837_5085_ 6.154 423.8 3. Wisconsin 14936 4516 48 82 322.6 3. Wisconsin 14 22 489 0 22.2 

4. Penn Slate i2__ 931 501054 42 417.5 4. Penn State 12. 865427649 25 (356.3 4. Indiana 12 44 973 1 22.1 

5. Purdue 13___957__ 5235 5.5 46 402.7 5. Minnesota 13 882__—-4662_—5.3 37-3586 $. Michi 13 42 926 0 22.0 

6. Northwestern 13964 5145 5.3 45 395.8 6. Ohio State 12, 494315 5.1 29 359.6 6. Nebraska 14 42 908 0 21.6 

7. Wisconsin 149265506 55.953 393.3 7. Nebraska 14, 9635049 5.2 44 360.6 7. Northwestern 13 31 647 0 20.9 

8. Michigan 413 820-4980 —6.1_ 47 383.1 8. Northwestem 13__ 937 4916 5.2 34 378.2 8. Minnesota 13 41 842 0 20.5 

9. Michigan State _13 957 __ 4671 49 27 359.3 9. lowa 12. 8264579 55 323816 9. Ohio State 12 29 $78 0 19.9 

10. Minnesota 13__847_—«4178 = 493 321.4 10. illinois 12. 8024651 5.8 49 387.6 10. Michigan State 13 36 707 0 19.6 
11. lowa 12793-3725 4.722 310.4 11. Purdue 13__947_ 5406 5.7 45 4158 11. Illinois 12 48 904 0 18.8 
12. Illinois 12__797_ 356045 3 296.7 12. Indiana 12.910 5562. 6.1 524635 12. Penn State 12 30 542 i} 18.1 
SCORING OFFENSE G TD XP 2XP DXPFG SAF PTS AVG SCORING DEFENSE G TD XP 2XPDXPFGSAF PTS AVG PUNT RETURNS G RET YDS. TD AVG. 

1. Ohio State 12.60 56 3 0 8 O 446 372 1. Michigan State 13,20 20 0 0 24 0 212 163 1. Northwestem 13 20 331 2 16.5 

2. Nebraska 14 61 59 0 0 20 1 487 48 2. Penn State 12.28 26 0 0 11 1 229 191 2. Ohio State 12 27 280 3 10.4 

3_Northwesterm 13__ 50 0 0 20 1 412 317 3. Wisconsin 14 33 29 «1 ~ 20 13) 0268 19.1 3. Nebraska 14 29 270 1 9.3 

4. Indiana 12.46 42,3 0 15 0 369 308 4. Michi 13.28 25 1 0 21 0 258 198 4. Michigan State 13 23 208 0 9.0 
. Mic! 1348 46 0 #0 18 0 388 298 5. Northwestem 13_ 35 _ 28 4 40 15 1 293 225 5. Michigan 13 16 141 0 88 

6. Wisconsin 14 55 52 0 1 10 0 414 296 6. Ohio State 12.33 26 3 0 14 1 274 228 6. Wisconsin 14 26 212 1 82 

7. Penn State i244 39 2 40 14 0 349 291 7.lowa i2_32_29 0 0 18 0 275 229 7. lowa 12 16 119 0 74 

8. Purdue 1350 44 0 0 9 1 373 287 8. Minnesota i3_ 40 39 0 0 14 0 321 247 8. Minnesota 13 Ei 229 0 74 

9. Minnesota 13, 35 33-0 0 14 ~1 287 221 9. Nebraska 14,49 47 1°20 13 2 386 276 9. Penn State 12 30 182 1 6.1 

10. Michigan State 13 «27 «25 ~—«1 S023 1260 200 10. Purdue 13_ 51 _ 47 4 0 17 _ 0 406 31.2 10. Indiana 12 14 83 0 5.9 
11. lowa 12,26 25 0 0 17 0 232 193 11. Illinois 12,50 50.0 0 11 1 38 321 11. Purdue 13 19 60 i} 3.2 
12. Illinois 12.25 22 2 0 8 0 20 167 12. Indiana 12,55 54 0 0 13 0 423 352 12. Illinois 12 16 25 0 1.6 
RUSHING OFFENSE G ATT YDS AVG TD YDS/G RUSHING DEFENSE G NO. YDS. AVG. TD YDS/G PUNTING G NO. YDS. AVG. RET AVG, NET/P 

1. Nebraska 14 662_— 3547, 5433 253.4 1. Michigan State 13__391__1282— 3.3 6 98.6 1. Illinois 12__73 3060 41.9 157 22 39.2 

2. Ohio State 12.559 2907_— 5.237 242.2 2. Ohio State 42. 302,—1303 3.614 116.1 2. Michigan State 13 80 3422 428 221 28 38.5 

3. Wisconsin 14 -635_— 33095238 236.4 3. Northwestem 13,440 16593816 127.6 3. Northwestern 13_64 2554 399 107 17 37.6 

4. Northwestern 135952942, 4.9 31 226.3 4. Wisconsin 14 4721805 3B 14 128.9 4. Wisconsin 1481 3323 41.0 180 22 37.6 

5. Michigan 1350223894827 183.8 5. Penn State 12.435 156136 1010.1 5. Indiana 12_71 2716 383 86 1.2 365 

6. Purdue 13475 2135 4.516 164.2 6. Michi 13-514 1957_ 3.8 9 150.5 6. Purdue 13__71 2961 41.7 252 35 36.2 

7. Minnesota 13 517_1975_ 3814 151.9 7.lowa 12.473, 1945 4.1 16 162.1 7. Michigan 13 45 1917 42.6 203 45 35.9 

8. Michigan State 13492 1942,—3.9 13 149.4 8. Minnesota 13,478 2236 = 4722 172.0 8. Ohio State 1262 2421 39.0 128 21 357 

9. Penn State 12.475 —*1732,—C 3.618 144.3 9. Purdue 13__ 500236547 24 181.9 9. Nebraska 14 62 2552 41.2 284 46 35.6 

10. Indiana i2__399_ 1570 3.921 130.8 10. Nebraska 145662695 48 6192.5 10. lowa 1267 2539 37.9 97 14 35.0 
11. Illinois 1244315343512 127.8 11. Illinois 12__ 514232745 2B 193.9 11. Penn State 1251 1905 37.4 108 21 345 
12. lowa 12.404 1476 3.7 15 123.0 12. indiana 12. 5542776 5.029 231.3 12. Minnesota 13 69 2617 37.9 142 21 344 
PASS OFFENSE G ATT CMPINT PCT. YDS AVG TD YDS/G PASS DEFENSE G ATT CMP INT PCT. YDS AVG TD YDS/G TURNOVER MARGIN G+FUM +INT TOT -FUM -INT-TOT MAR 
1. Indiana 12 _540_331 13 61.3 3734 69 24 311.2 1.Nel 14 _397_187_13 47.1 2354 5.9 18 168.1 1. Northwestem 1316 _~213— 98 715 +14 
2. Penn State 12.456 272 5 59.6 3278 7.2 24 273.2 2. Michigan 13 330 198 7 60.0 2203 67 16 1695 2. lowa 12,1310 BD 8 it +12 


3. Purdue 13_482_296 14 61.4 3100 6.4 30 2385 3. Michigan State_13 425 223 14 52.5 2285 54 10 175.8 3. Penn State 12.12 ~—«10 S22 8 513 +9 


4. Michigan State__13_ 465 244 10 525 2729 59 14 2099 4. Minnesota 13_404 231 13 57.2 2426 6.0 15 186.6 4. Ohio State 12 > 7 1¢! 521- BB 718 +3 
5. Nebraska 14 378 233 13 61.6 2904 7.7 24 207.4 5. Wisconsin 14 464 255 8 55.0 2711 58 18 193.6 Wisconsin 14 22S 3585 6 12743 
6. Michigan 13 318 169 19 53.1 2591 8.1 20 199.3 6. Illinois 12 288 180 7 625 2324 81 21 1937 6. Michigan State 13.6 140 B10 18 +2 
7. lowa 12 389 223 8 57.3 2249 58 7 187.4 7.lowa 12 353 224 10 63.5 2634 7.5 16 219.5 7. Purdue 13 i_ 14 5 aoe 2 
8. Ohio State 12_278 161 7 57.9 2178 7.8 17 181.5 8. Penn State 12 430 244 10 56.7 2715 6.3 15 2262 Minnesota 13 7 13. 20 _ ixeenibEooe --2 


9. Minnesota 13 330_175 15 53.0 2203 67 19 169.5 9. Indiana 12_356_ 222 7 62.4 2786 7.8 23 2322 9. indiana Ee ay A 3.13 16-3 

Northwestern 13_369_231 7 62.6 2203 6.0 14 169.5 10. Purdue 13_ 447 260 14 58.2 3041 68 21 233.9 10. Michi oS Ss | ae SE |) 819 27 
11. Illinois 12 354 223 14 63.0 2026 5.7 11 168.8 11. Ohio State 12_457 267 14 58.4 2922 64 15 2435 11. Nebraska 4.101333 -12 
12. Wisconsin 14 291 170 6 58.4 2197 7.5 15 156.9 12. Northwestem__13 497 289 13 58.1 3257 66 18 2505 ilinoks | as | a HS 14 30-12 


| 
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BY ARI WASSERMAN | Photo by AP Photo/Athlon Sports 


raxton Miller's personality is more like 
that of a shy high school teen than one 
of the top talents in college football. 

But it was only a matter time before his 
bashful, almost-timid temperament was 
thrust out of the shadows and into the 
spotlight in which he was destined to bask. 

Thanks to Ohio State's troubles with 
the NCAA and the resulting sanctions, 
Miller has managed to avoid the glaring 
spotlight associated with being the starting 
quarterback for one of the nation’s most 


storied college football programs. 

That spotlight is burning brightly now. 
Miller is on the cover of every major sports 
magazine in the country and he is the guest 
of honor on each of college football's most 
influential television programs. 

“And he hates it,” said Tom Herman, Ohio 
State offensive coordinator. 

Miller avoided the glare that OSU 
quarterbacks must normally withstand as he 
quietly played second fiddle to larger stories 
surrounding the Buckeyes’ football program. 


During Miller's freshman season, the NCAA 
investigated Ohio State and former head 
coach Jim Tressel, which led to Tressel’s 
resignation and a postseason ban for his 
sophomore year. Before Miller's sophomore 
season, the Buckeyes hired college coaching 
giant Urban Meyer, who drew most of the 
media attention last season. 

So even though Miller led the Big Ten’s 
most productive offense last year, scoring 
37.2 points per game and finishing the season 
a perfect 12-0, he and the Buckeyes avoided 


EE 
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the media glare thanks to its irrelevance in 
the Bowl Championship Series. 

Miller passed for more than 2,000 yards, 
rushed for nearly 1,300 more and scored 28 
touchdowns — many of which were achieved 
in thrilling fashion — but his season was 
done as the national media obsessed over 
Notre Dame and Alabama for a month. 

And that allowed Miller to stay in his 
shell a little longer. 

“There has always been an alpha-male 
attitude a little bit with (the quarterback) 
position,” Herman said. “But Braxton, 
though he is the best player on the football 
field, you wouldn't know if he was walking 
next to you in the hallway.” 

That won't be the case in 2013, and Miller 
is learning to cope with his burgeoning 
celebrity status. 

He is still the guy who doesn't like to draw 
attention to himself — except for maybe 
when he temporarily sported a bleached 
Mohawk hairdo during spring football — but 
life will be different for the 6-2, 210-pound 
quarterback this year, especially in a city 
where nothing else matters but football on 
a fall Saturday afternoon. 

Now that the sanction handcuffs are off, 
there's a national championship on the 
line and the Buckeyes’ faithful fanatics are 
starved of glory. 

“So far, he has handled it very well,” said 
senior left tackle Jack Mewhort, whom Meyer 
has already named a team captain for 2013. 

“Braxton is a very humble guy, and he 
doesn’t seem to care about all the publicity. 
He isn’t cocky; he isn’t arrogant — he is 
confident. He has that aura about him. He 
sticks his chest out (and) he knows what he is 
doing, but on the other hand, he also knows 
he has a long way to go if this team has any 
chance at accomplishing all of its goals.” 

Miller isn’t the only one who thinks he 
still has a lot to learn. Ohio State’s coaching 
staff, led by Meyer, one of college football's 
most demanding personalities, has opted 
this summer to point out the quarterback’s 
deficiencies rather than pat him on the back. 

It doesn’t matter that Ohio State is coming 
off a perfect season; the team can do better. 
Like going undefeated again and winning the 
Big Ten and national championships. 

Meyer is reluctant to acknowledge those 
big games that cannot be played unless 
Ohio State again wins its first 12 contests, 
but the head coach has always been clear 
about his expectations. 

“I would be disappointed if we aren’t the 
best offense in the Big Ten,” Meyer said. 

A lot has changed since last season. 
Herman said he'd lie in bed at night 
sweating at the thought of having to call 
a pass play for Miller. Though Miller was an 


immensely athletic quarterback, he had 

a lot to learn. Also, the skill-position players 
other than Miller were, in Meyer's words, 
“non-functional.” 

Despite Miller racking up big stats last 
year, all Herman sees when reviewing film 
is a player who struggled with elementary 
reads, got restless in the pocket with even 
the slightest pressure and failed to properly 
run through his progressions. Those failures 
limited Ohio State to about 60 percent of 
Meyer's offensive playbook. 

Yet for reasons Herman can’t really 
explain, Ohio State avoided losing with 
Miller leading the way. 

“He's pretty good,” Herman said with 
a chuckle. 

“It is pretty remarkable that he could 
take over games the way that he did, really 
kind of operating on a rudimentary level of 
understanding. It will definitely be exciting 
to see the next couple of years how much 
progress he makes.” 

Miller showed off his growth in Ohio 
State’s spring game. While wearing a black, 
no-contact jersey, Miller completed 16 of 25 
passes for 217 yards and two touchdowns 
while rushing for another score. And 
although he was “sacked” seven times 
(simply being touched was enough to draw a 
whistle, though he likely would have escaped 
the majority of them in a live-contact 
game) Herman said for the first time he felt 
at ease calling for a pass-heavy attack. 

Ohio State could have a bona fide 
quarterback this year, not simply an athlete 
taking the snaps. It already has a preseason 


BY THE NUMBERS 


PASSING 


Heisman Trophy candidate. 

But as much as Miller's improvement on 
the field could signify big things to come for 
Ohio State, Meyer knows the Buckeyes won't 
achieve any of them unless Miller comes out 
of his shell. 

Two weeks before the spring game, he did, 
much to his head coach’s delight. 

While wearing the no-contact jersey 
in practice, defensive end Noah Spence 
unexpectedly drilled Miller. Miller stayed 
on the ground for a moment before popping 
up and angrily approaching the defensive 
sideline. He had words for the defenders, 
while showing a fire that didn’t seem to 
exist 12 months ago. 

“Every time I come into the building,” 
Miller said, “I try to bring energy to 
everybody. (The spring practice outburst) 
just came out of me.” 

That was just fine with Meyer. 

“T like quarterbacks who want to go get into 
a street fight and get after it,” Meyer said. 

“That’s probably not the time to do it, but 
he’s a competitor. Braxton is a competitor, 
That's better than the opposite — just lay 
on the ground and curl up (and say), ‘Why 
did he hit me?’” 

Miller is going to take hits much worse 
than that this season, and that's how Meyer 
expects him to respond. The Buckeyes will 
most assuredly count on his playmaking 
ability on the field, but he has to be the 
team’s heart and soul off the field as well. 

But as far as Meyer is concerned, the old, 
subdued Braxton Miller is gone. 

And Miller seems just fine with that. 


Miller passes under pressure in Ohio State’s Spring game. | Photo by AP Photo/Al Behrman 
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WILL TWO SOUTH 


BEND GIANTS GIVE NOTRE DAME 


THE DEFENSE IT NEEDS TO WIN BCS TITLE? 


BY PAUL SCHROEDER | Photo by Cal Sport Media via AP Images 


% arely does the attention of a football 
} program fall on defensive linemen, 
1) but the hulking behemoths of Notre 
| Dame's Stephon Tuitt and Louis Nix 
are carrying the heavy hopes of the Golden 
Dome faithful, desperate to end the storied 
program's national championship drought. 
These two titans, a junior and a senior, 
respectively, are the bedrock of what may be 
one of the stingiest defenses in the country. 
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And championships are built on defense. 
Just ask Alabama, which has had the best 
defense in the nation for its three national 
championships since 2009, including 
drubbing Notre Dame, 42-14, in last season's 
title game. 

There is always a golden boy at Notre Dame 
each season. Last year it was Heisman Trophy 
runner-up Manti Te’o. Normally, one would 
expect junior quarterback Everett Golson, 


entering his second year under center, to be 
the focus of media attention in South Bend, 
but he is still a work-in-progress. 
Instead, the program figures to orbit 
around a pair of players on the defensive 4 
line who will give offenses, and offensive ree 
coordinators, nightmares this year. (a 
Tuitt, a defensive end in the Fighting iF 
Irish’s 3-4 scheme, sacked the quarterback 
12 times last year, good for 14th in the 


www.lindyssports.com 2013 


nation and just 1.5 sacks short of the Notre 
Dame single-season record held by Justin 
Tuck. And nose guard Nix excelled at clogging 
up the line and batting down passes — a DL 
team-high of five — while logging 50 tackles. 

Describing the program as orbiting around 
these two players is apropos. Nix and Tuitt 
are both massive, and they're getting larger, 
bigger than their listed weights. Nix tacked 
on 21 pounds to his now-347-pound frame 
in the offseason, while Tuitt gained another 
19, bringing his weight to 322 pounds. 

The two came to Notre Dame from the 
heart of SEC country. Nix is from Florida and 
Tuitt hails from Georgia. In fact, Notre Dame 
had to beat back SEC suitors for both 
recruits, even as the two ended up at Notre 
Dame in wildly different fashions. 

In the weeks before the 2011 Signing 
Day, Tuitt committed to Notre Dame, then 
Georgia Tech, only to re-commit back to the 
Irish in a matter of days, in the whirlwind, 
high-drama recruiting carousel common for 
recruits of his caliber. 

But Nix took the unusual step of 
committing to Notre Dame when it had no 
coach to receive the commitment. Roughly 
a day after Notre Dame fired Charlie Weis, 
and more than a week before it hired Brian 
Kelly, Nix announced he wanted to play 
under the watchful eyes of Touchdown Jesus. 

While Tuitt’s recruitment was more 
dramatic than Nix’s, the two swap places 
when it comes to personality. 

Tuitt has a quiet role on the team. Well, as 
quiet as a 6-6, 322-pound defensive end that 
was fast enough to outrun the entire Navy 


Photo by Cal Sport Media via AP Images 
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team in last season's opener, returning a 
fumble 77 yards for a touchdown, can be. 

Meanwhile, Nix has emerged as one of the 
team’s biggest personalities. The self-dubbed 
“Trish Chocolate” is constantly hamming it 
up on the sidelines and in the media, and 
he also produces goofy YouTube videos 
offering an inside look to campus. 

Last fall, Nix said one of his younger 
brothers (he has 10 of them, as well as three 
sisters) dutifully reported to his classmates 
that his big brother was doing great things 
at Notre Dame — as a quarterback. 

Whether his little brother was wishful 
or mistaken about which position big bro 
played, he turned out to be a little prescient. 
In the second half of this year’s spring game, 
Notre Dame's offense scored a touchdown and 
decided to go for two. Kelly threw Nix in to 
take the snap in the shotgun. 

After dropping back and looking for an 
open receiver, Nix remembered he was a 350- 
pound nose guard and barreled ahead for the 
score. Linebacker Kendall Moore stood ready 
to tackle him at the goal line, until he also 
remembered that Nix was a 350-pound nose 
guard and got out of the way. 

“I saw fear in his eyes. I would have moved 
out of my way, too,” Nix joked afterward. 

Irish opponents will now have to 
wonder if Kelly was just having some 
spring game fun, or whether they should 
start scheming how to stop a 350-pound, 
short-yardage quarterback. 

To understand how important Nix is to 
the Irish, one need look no further than the 
triple-overtime win over Pitt last year that 


felt more like a triple-bypass to Irish fans. 

Fresh off a thumping of the Oklahoma 
Sooners in Norman, Notre Dame looked 
downright pedestrian against a Pitt squad 
that ended the year under .500. 

Te’o garnered only one tackle in the first 
half, while Pitt running back Ray Graham 
broke loose for several long runs on his way 
to 172 yards on the day. Notre Dame at one 
point fell behind, 20-6. 

It’s not a coincidence that Notre Dame's 
most underwhelming performance of the year 
(besides the BCS Championship Game) came 
at the same time Nix was battling a severe 
illness. He wasn't even supposed to play after 
spending days in the infirmary the week 
before the game with flu-like symptoms. An 
early injury to his backup forced him to play 
after missing an entire week of practice. 

“It's like going into a gunfight with a pair 
of scissors,” he said. “You're not prepared. 

I wasn’t prepared, but I did my best.” 

Notre Dame won, 29-26, and kept its title 
hopes alive. 

The national championship loss dulled 
some glow from Notre Dame's regular 
season, but it didn’t diminish the overall 
production and tantalizing NFL potential of 
these two huge linemen. 

A lot has to happen for Notre Dame to 
make it back to the BCS title game, but if 
the Irish get there, it will all start with 
their defense. And their defense starts with 
Nix and Tuitt, two of the very best 
defensive linemen in the country. 

The South Bend faithful have to like 
their chances. 


ete Mybndnntls 


Notre Dame defensive end Stephon Tuitt 
Photo by Cal Sport Media via AP Images 
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NEBRASKA'S BIG 
TEN-BEST OFFENSE 
NEEDS BETTER 
DEFENSE T0 
RESTORE BIG RED 
NATION 1.0 GLORY 


BY STEVE GREENBERG 
Photo by AP Photo/Scott A: Miller 


n the second day of 2012, Taylor 

Martinez sat in a quiet room inside 

the Tom and Nancy Osborne Athletic 
Complex in Lincoln, Neb., and stared bullets 
at his inquisitor. 

“Honestly, I don’t think the game 
should've been close,” he said of the 
Huskers’ 30-13 loss to South Carolina in 
the Capital One Bowl. 


We know what you're thinking: It wasn’t close. 


But back to those bullets: “We should’ve 
blown them out,” the quarterback said. 

He was only getting started. 

“Our team goal (for the coming 2012 


season) is that we'll win the Big Ten 
championship,” Martinez declared. “And if 
we don’t go to the national championship, 
I'll be disappointed. We're all dreaming that 
big. We definitely can be that good.” 

A year and a 10-4 season later, Martinez 
said when reminded of those comments, 
“I was being a positive thinker, getting 
across to everybody on the team that we 
have the capability and the goal to reach 
a championship. But we have to win every 
game and we have to practice hard.” 

That sounds reasonable enough, but 
there’s one meatball of a problem: Martinez, 


the team’s senior offensive leader, seems to 
not fully believe his own hype. 

There’s plenty of reason for that, too, 
given the Huskers have lost four games 
in each of Bo Pelini’s five seasons as head 
coach. Factor in three straight bowl defeats 
and a gruesome 70-31 loss to Wisconsin in 
the 2012 Big Ten title game, and the dream 
of championship glory fades. 

“Always, at the very end,” Martinez said, 
“we can't finish it off. I’m not really sure why. 

“People have been injured at the end. It’s 
just a drag for some people, maybe, to try 
to finish the season. But we finish off every 
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season and we'll lose the last two; it pretty 
much happens every time. It makes our 
record look bad.” 

He doesn’t give in, though. 

“We knew we were a better team than 
Wisconsin,” Martinez insists. 

And about that two-touchdown loss to 
Georgia in last season's Citrus Bowl? 

“We had them beat,” he said, referring 
to 31-23 lead midway through the third 
quarter. “We had them on their backs. 

We just couldn't finish them.” 

Martinez is still optimistic, but also 
frustrated. Same goes for many of his 
teammates who've been around awhile, 
and certainly for Pelini, not to mention 
an expanding majority of Big Red Nation. 

Eleven seasons have passed since Nebraska 
last played for a national title, and 17 since it 
won one outright. (The Huskers finished atop 
the coaches’ poll in 1997, when Michigan was 
the AP champ.) The past five years have been 
far from disastrous, yet not at all satisfying. 

It reflects particularly poorly on Pelini 
because the Huskers have fared much better 
on offense than they have on defense. 

Pelini was a star defensive coordinator at 
LSU and had coordinator jobs at Oklahoma 
and Nebraska, as well as three NFL stops on 
his sterling resumé when he was brought 
back to Lincoln to restore the glory that 
had been lost during the Bill Callahan years. 
Pelini’s charge was to make “Blackshirts” 
mean something again. 

Heading into Pelini’s sixth season, it still 
doesn’t mean much. The Huskers were fifth- 
best offensively in the Big Ten in 2011 and 
had the best offense in the league in 2012, but 
languished at No. 7 defensively both years. 

Two seasons ago, when the defense was 
star-studded with All-Americans Alfonzo 
Dennard at cornerback and Lavonte David 
at linebacker, the porous defense was an 
outrage. Last year, when a rebuilt unit Pelini 
had promised would be more “salty” merely 
offered more of the same; it was truly 
demoralizing to all involved. 

This season is another rebuilding effort 
with only three starters back on defense. 

If the defense doesn’t come through again, 
Pelini may find himself on the hot seat. 

“We want to come through for him 100 
percent,” said senior cornerback Ciante 
Evans, “but our whole team has to buy in. 
There's a lot of pressure on us as a defense 
— as a team — and also a lot of pressure on 
the coaches.” 

Husker fans were disheartened in the 
spring when an irritated Pelini bemoaned his 
defense’s “mental weakness.” He said he was 
“ashamed” after one particularly bad practice. 

Yet, the outlook isn’t all bad, and one 
doesn’t require Big Red-tinted glasses to see 


it’s probably pretty good. 

Don't forget that Nebraska is the 
defending Big Ten Legends Division winner 
and that nearly every key piece is back for 
an offense that could be 500-yards-per-game 
good. The defense? One of these years, it’s 
bound to make its move. 

Evans, the defense’s best player, made an 
effort throughout the offseason to gather as 
many players as he could for simple meals, 
big ol’ barbeques and friendly discussions 
about things other than football. 

“We've got to do extra activities. We've 
got to do more team bonding. We've got to 
have more closeness on this team,” he said. 


Quarterback Taylor Martinez 
Photo by Cal Sport Media via AP Images 


PELINI'S PAST 


“We're here together as a family.” 

He says Pelini and his staff have likewise 
made recent efforts to become more bonded 
with players. “He's a coach who wants to be 
around us,” Evans said. 

That can't be a bad thing. 

Martinez hopes to go out with a bang in his 
fourth year as a starter, but he’s not the same 
bold prognosticator he was in January 2012. 

“My goal is for us to be the best offense 
in the country,” he said. 

And? 

“I want to win the Big Ten.” 

As hype goes, he has toned it down 
a little. That can’t be a bad thing, either. 


Cornerback Ciante Evans 
Photo by AP Photo/Scott A. Miller 


Here is a look at how Nebraska has done under Bo Pelini, who took over a program 
that went 5-7 under Bill Callahan in 2007. Pelini’s first three seasons were spent in 
the Big 12 — he led the Huskers to the top scoring defense in the country in 2009 
— before the program jumped to the Big Ten in 2011. 


YEAR RECORD YPG PPG DEF YPG DEF PPG 
2008 9-4, 5-3 450.7 35.4 349.9 28.5 
2009 10-4, 6-3 322.8 25.1 272.0 10.4 
2010 10-4, 6-3 398.1 30.9 306.8 17.4 
2011 9-4, 5-3 379.9 29.2 350.7 23.4 
2012 10-4, 7-1 460.8 34.8 360.6 27.6 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bill Cubit 


AT A GLANCE 


2012: 
2-10, 0-8 Big Ten (6th, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Tim Beckman — At Illinois: 2-10, 1 year; 
overall: 23-26, 4 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
13; 8 offense, 4 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Nathan Scheelhaase, RB Donovonn 
Young, RB Josh Ferguson, TE Jon Davis, 
WR Ryan Lankford, RT Corey Lewis, 

OLB Jonathan Brown, MLB Mason Monheim 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 
Scheelhaase has the savvy and intelligence 
to pick up his third system in four years. 
It's his job to get the ball to powerhouses 
Donovonn Young and Jon Davis and the 
elusive Josh Ferguson and watch them go. 
LBs Jonathan Brown and Mason Monheim 


will make plays all over the field. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The defense will be among the most inexpe- 
rienced in the country. The offensive line was 
the worst in the Big Ten last season — 
which helps to explain why the Illini were 
next-to-last nationally in points and total 
yards — and must rebuild after losing its top 
two players. 


KEY LOSSES: 

C Graham Pocic, OT Hugh Thornton, 

DT Akeem Spence, DE Michael Buchanan, 
DT Glenn Foster, LB/S Ashante Williams, 
CB Terry Hawthorne 


OVERVIEW: 

The Illini have lost 14 consecutive Big Ten 
games and open this year’s slate with 
Nebraska, Wisconsin and Michigan State. 
That's no way for a young squad to build 
momentum and confidence. Beckman must 
constantly reinforce with the players that this 


Illinois rebuild is a marathon and not a sprint. 


ILLINOIS 


FIGHTINGIEEINI 


For more coverage of the Fighting Illini, visit illinois.rivals.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim Banks 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium; 60,670 


Beckman Making Changes to Slimmed-Down Illini 


here are plenty of diet plans out 
| there, but few are more stressful 
and harrowing than the “Being 

The Illinois Head Football Coach Diet.” 

During his news conference follow- 
ing Illinois’ 31-17 homecoming loss to 
Indiana on Oct. 27 — the fifth defeat in 
the team’s nine-game losing streak to 
close out the season — Illini boss Tim 
Beckman admitted he had lost 
22 pounds while trying to cope with the 
team’s myriad problems. 

Answers weren’t forthcoming during 
the season. Not only did Illinois fail to 
beat any Football Bowl Subdivision foes 
after taking out Western Michigan in 
Beckman’s debut, Illinois lost by at least 
14 points to everybody except Purdue 
(a 20-17 home loss on Nov. 17). 

Beckman knew there were issues 
when he took over for Ron Zook — 
depth and a lack of upperclassmen 
chief among them — but fundamental 
breakdowns happened early and often 
and ruined Beckman’s first year in 
Champaign-Urbana. 

After a 45-14 shellacking at Arizona 
State in Week 2, some Illini defenders 
claimed they weren’t all on the same 
page. That helped to explain all of the 
Sun Devils receivers running free in 
the secondary. 

During the winless eight-game Big 
Ten slate, Illinois’ offense managed 
a grand total of 10 touchdowns as 
injuries, ineffective line play and 
a lack of playmakers doomed the team 
to last place in the league for scoring 
(16.7 points per game) and total offense 
(296.7 yards per game). 

While an injury to quarterback 
Nathan Scheelhaase didn’t help mat- 
ters, fans winced when they learned 
Beckman endorsed a system where one 
co-offensive coordinator (Chris Beatty) 
called the plays on first and second 


down and the other co-OC (Billy Gon- 
zalez) called the plays on third down. 

To cap a dismal season, Beckman was 
flagged twice for sideline interference in 
the 50-14 whupping at Northwestern. 
The second penalty came when an offi- 
cial had no choice but to run over Beck- 
man after reversing direction to govern 
a Northwestern interception return. 

“Tt was one of the hardest years I’ve 
ever endured,” Beckman said afterward. 

He wasn’t hesitant to make changes. 
Beatty was fired; Gonzalez left. Beckman 
hired fired Western Michigan coach 
Bill Cubit to run the offense and teach 
the quarterbacks. Beckman wound up 
replacing four assistants. 

Through all the trials and tribulations, 
Beckman remains bullish on Illinois’ fu- 
ture. He and his staff are making recruit- 
ing progress in Illinois, though it’s a long 
road because most of the four- and five- 
star prospects have grown accustomed to 
stiff-arming the state school. 

When pointing out the team’s brighter 
skies ahead, he touts six true sophomores 
who looked good last fall when thrust 
into the fray due to injuries. He even 
maintains a sense of humor about last 
year’s unplanned diet. So, Coach, how 
much weight did you end up losing? 

“Oh, I don’t know,” he said with a 
laugh. “I got it all back, I know that.” 


OFFENSE 


There are endless ways to quantify 
Illinois’ offensive ineptitude last season, 
but this factoid does a good job of illu- 
minating the team’s lack of playmakers: 

During eight Big Ten games, the Illini 
managed just two plays from scrimmage 
that gained at least 30 yards — Dono- 
vonn Young's 52-yard run against Penn 
State (which led to zero points) and Na- 
than Scheelhaase’s 49-yard pass to Spen- 
cer Harris against Minnesota (which led 
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Nathan Scheelhaase 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


to the team’s three points for the day). 

“We didn’t make plays,” Beckman 
said. “Certainly no big-chunk plays.” 

Realizing the Illini needed more experi- 
ence than co-coordinators Chris Beatty 
and Billy Gonzalez could provide (neither 
recruiting ace had been a coordinator or 
play-caller before last year), Beckman put 
his offense in Bill Cubit’s hands. 

“Cubes,” as Beckman likes to call 
him, turns 60 on Oct. 14 and has been 
either an FBS offensive coordinator or 
head coach since 1997. 

“He’s been a long-time play caller,” 
Beckman said. “His offense is multi- 
personnel, multi-tempo and it’s very hard 
to game-plan for. One of the big things 
he does is he’ll have 1, 2, 3 players who 
are very, very good and he moves them 
around and makes them hard to defend.” 

Cubit’s system, which counts on the 
quarterback and his receivers to make 
quick reads and connections, was its most 


is 
-~ Jonathan Brown | 
\._ Photo by Brace Hemmelgarn-US PRESSWIRE Joo 


pure in 2011 at Western Michigan when 
Alex Carder threw 502 times for 3,873 
yards and 31 touchdowns, while senior 
receiver Jordan White earned consensus 
All-American honors after leading the 
nation with 140 catches and 17 scores. 

Alas, Illinois’ best playmakers can 
be found in the backfield. Young, who 
led the team last year with 571 rushing 
yards and 38 receptions, is a thickly 
muscled rhino who will benefit from 
Cubit’s playbook that emphasizes 
north-south running plays. 

Shifty redshirt sophomore Josh Fer- 
guson, who's best when he gets the ball 
in space, will line up all over the field. 
Sophomore Dami Ayoola is a Young- 
Ferguson hybrid who'll get the ball 
plenty as well. 

Senior sprinter Ryan Lankford (37 
catches, 469 yards, five TDs) is the top 
wideout, though classmate Harris (21 
catches, two TDs) has been in the rota- 


POS STARTER YR. 
QB — Nathan Scheelhaase* 
RB _Donovonn Young* 

WR Ryan Lankford* Sr. 


COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


Sr. Owns 7,091 total yards and 49 TDs in career. 
Je Led Illini in rush yards (571) and receptions (38). 
Top returning pass-catcher among WRs (37-469-5). 


tion for three years, and junior college 
transfer Martize Barr made an impact 
during spring ball. Then there’s senior 
Miles Osei, who finally has put his quar- 
terback years in the rear-view mirror in 
favor of being the starting slot receiver. 

Scheelhaase, a fourth-year starter at 
quarterback, also has tight ends Jon Da- 
vis, Evan Wilson and Matt LaCosse at his 
disposal. Davis boasts the athleticism, 
size and hands to provide mismatches 
for the Illini, but injuries limited his 
chances during his first two seasons. 

Illinois firmed up its offensive line in 
the spring as the three returning starters 
(junior left tackle Simon Cvijanovic, 
junior left guard Michael Heitz and 
sophomore right guard Ted Karras) 
joined forces with junior center Alex 
Hill and sixth-year right tackle Corey 
Lewis. But it’s fair to say there aren’t 
any immediate All-Big Ten threats 
among this group. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Reilly O'Toole, Jr. 
Josh Ferguson, So. 
Justin Hardee, So, 


WR Spencer Harris* Sr. Possession receiver is unit's biggest target. Steve Hull, Sr. 

WR _ Miles Osei Sr. Former QB now using athleticism in the slot. Martize Barr, Jr. 

TE Jon Davis* Jr. Versatility will be a plus with OC Bill Cubit. Evan Wilson, Sr. 

LT Simon Cvijanovic* Jr. First pick in draft for spring game. Scott McDowell, So. 
LG Michael Heitz" Jr. Started final 11 games at left guard last year. Christian Dilauro, Fr. 
C Alex Hill Jr. Three career starts on his resume. Jake Feldmeyer, Sr. 
RG Teddy Karras* So. 7th in family to play in B1G, including great-uncle Alex. Austin Schmidt, Fr. 
RT Corey Lewis Sr. __ Sixth-year senior’s knee finally good to go. Dallas Hinkhouse, Jr. 
K Taylor Zalewski So. Made 4 of 7 FGs last year, including 54-yarder. Ryan Frain, Fr, 
*Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Houston Bates Jt. Moved from OLB for his pass-rushing skills. DeJazz Woods, Jr. 
NT Jake Howe Jr. Missed final seven games last season with broken arm. Vontrell Williams, Fr. 
DT —_ Austin Teitsma Jr. Voted Most Improved Defender in the spring. Teko Powell, So. 
DE Tim Kynard* Sr. Six career starts makes him most experienced DL. Kenny Nelson, So. 
LB Jonathan Brown” Sr. Boasts 29 TFLs and 8.5 sacks last two years. Mike Svetina, So. 
LB Mason Monheim* So, Led team with 86 tackles as true freshman. Mike Svetina, So. 
STAR Eric Finney So. JC transfer didn't play in 2012 due to injury. B.J. Bello, Fr. 

CB Eaton Spence So. Started vs. Wisconsin and Michigan last year. Jevaris Little, Fr. 
CB _-V'Angelo Bentley So. Backup had team’s only blocked kick last year. Darius Mosely, Fr. 
SS __ Earnest Thomas* Jr. Only returnee in secondary with an INT. Ben Mathis, Sr. 

FS __ Taylor Barton Fr. Two interceptions in spring game; returned one for TD. Zane Petty, Jr. 

P Justin DuVernois* Jr. Nineteen punts inside 20 with just two touchbacks. Ryan Frain, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 
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and the No. 10 athlete : 
in the nation by : 
Rivals. As a senior, 

had 45 tackles, five 
interceptions, 13 

PBUs and two fumble 
recoveries. 


the No. 9 quarterback : 
... Special mention = 
All-State by the 

Chicago Tribune in 
2012. 


No. 37 cornerback 
in nation by Rivals. 
Earned first-team 
all-state honors as 
a senior. 
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Pos Ht «Wi Stars Hometown 


Aaron Bailey = (0B 62 215 GOGO Bolingbrook Bolingbrook 
Four-star recruit by Rivals. Ranked No. 150 nationally, No. 4 in Illinois and the No. 9 
quarterback Rivals ... As a junior, led Bolingbrook to the 2011 Illinois Class 8A state 
championship. Rushed for just under 2,000 yards in 2011 to earn all-state honors. 


Martize Barr WR 60 19 OOO Council Bluffs, IA lowa Wester C.C. 
Three-star recruit by Rivals. Transferred to lowa Western for the 2012 season after two 
seasons at the University of New Mexico. Had 31 HH: for 498 yards and five 
touchdowns in 2012. Helped lead lowa Western to the NJCAA national championship 
with a perfect 11-0 record. 


Abens Cajuste = OT G3 290 OOO — Victorville, CA __ Nictor Valley 0.6, 
Three-star recruit by Rivals. Played in only six games in 2012, totaling 14 tackles and 
a half-TFL. Redshirted the 2010 season at Central Connecticut State before transferring 
to Victor Valley. One of the most sought after defensive tackles nationally. 


Dillan Gazley = =-OBe 5-10 175 ~ GOO Charleston L Charleston 
Three-star recruit. Ranked as No. 20 senior in Illinois by Rivals. First-team All-Apollo 
Conference as a junior and senior. Honorable-mention all-state. Charleston advanced 
to state semifinals with 11-2 record as a junior and reached the second round as 
a senior with a 9-2 mark. 


Jesse Chadwell Oo 65 20 oO Clarkston, Ml Clarkston 
As a senior, earned second-team all-state honors. Also first-team All-OAA Conference, 
first-team All-Metro North and first-team all-suburban teams. Clarkston won the OAA 
and district championship in 2012, finishing with 11-1 record. 


Jarrod Clements = DE-—- 62-275 «OOO __ Trotwood, OW Trotwood-Madison 
Three-star recruit and the No. 20 player in Ohio. Limited to eight games during senior 
season due to injury, but still totaled 39 tackles, six sacks and 10 tackles for loss on 
the year. Helped team to state runner-up finish in 2012. 


James Crawford OB 62 10 OO Fort Lauderdale, FL SL Thomas Aquinas 
Comes from one of the top football programs in the nation at St. Thomas Aquinas. 
Earned all-state and all-county honors in 2012. Grabbed five interceptions and had 
Le tackles as a senior while helping St. Thomas Aquinas to a 2012 state champion- 
ship. 


Caleb Day _ ATH 6-0 188 )=3OOOS Hillian, OW , Darby 
Four-star recruit. Ranked No. 218 nationally, No. 12 in the state of Ohio and the No. 
10 athlete in the nation by Rivals. As a senior, had 45 tackles, five interceptions, 13 
PBUs and two fumble recoveries to. go along with 60 rushes for 463 yards and nine 
touchdowns, and 32 catches for 490 yards and six touchdowns. Earned first-team 
All-State, first-team All-Metro, All-District and All-Ohio Central Conference honors as 
a senior. 


Christian Dilauro T 65 240 @@©6 Uniontown, OH , Green 
First-team All-Suburban be ge as a junior and second-team as a senior. Played tight 
end and defensive line in hich school. Had 21 receptions for 198 yards and one touch- 
down as a senior, along with 27 tackles, five tackles for loss, and one interception. 


Bryce Doulas = s OT s2 815 «GOO Plainfield, IL Plainfield Central 
Three-star recruit. As a senior, had 58 tackles, 10 quarterback sacks, 22 tackles for 
loss, one interception and one forced fumble. Two-time Southwest Prairie Conference 
Defensive Player of the Year. 


Jaylen Dunlap | DB 62 10 Oo Crete, Crete Monee 
Grabbed 10 interceptions during his varsity career. Earned first-team all-area and first- 
team all-conference honors as a senior after helping to lead Crete-Monee to Class 6A 
state championship with 14-0 record in 2012. Earned three letters in football. 


Eric Finney 1B 6 26 OO Santa Clarita, CA College of the Canyons 
Sat out the 2012 season due to injury. Played in seven games in 2011, making 19 
tackles with one TFL, one interception and one pass break-up. 
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Committments 25 
Average Stars 2.72 


GOO6GGSo ° 
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OOO66 
66066 


Total Stars 
National Rank: Tied 47 


Big Ten: 7 


Martize Barr 

The Illini dipped in 
the junior college 
ranks to find wide 
receiver Martize Barr 
from NJCAA champi- 
on lowa Western 
C.C. Barr gives 
Illinois a physical 
slot receiver and 

a threat to pick up 
yards after the catch. 


2014 NEEDS: oftense is the priority, 


Illinois needs playmakers for the spread under new 
coordinator Bill Cubit. Look for the Illini to sign up to 
five wide receivers in 2014 in what looks to be a 
15-man class. An every-down running back and gun- 
slinging, pro-style quarterback are also high on the 
Illinois recruiting board. All-Big Ten linebacker 
Jonathan Brown is entering his senior season this fall. 
A top priority for Beckman & Co. is finding a big, 
rangy linebacker to replace Brown at the “Will.” 

— Doug B. Ucshon, OrangeandBlueNews.com/Rivals.com 


Pos Ht =Wt Stars Hometown 


Kendrick Foster = RB 5-8 182 @OO_ Peoria Ik ___ Richwoouls 
Three-star recruit. Totaled 6,401 yards (No. 5 in career rushing yards in Illinois history) 
and 78 touchdowns (73 rushing) with an average of 7.8 yards per carry during his high 
school career. As a senior, rushed 236 times for 1,749 yards and 21 touchdowns. 


Miguel Hermosillo ATH 5-10 19 OO Ottawa, IL h Ottawa Township 
Played running back in high school. First-team All-State, first-team All-Big 12 
Conference and Big 12 MVP as a senior. Ottawa Times and LaSalle News-Tribune area 
Player of the Year in 2012. Helped Ottawa to the state quarterfinals with 11-1 overall 
record and Big 12 championship. 


Dallas Hinkhouse = =0L 65 275 GOO Council Blulis, 1A lowa Wester 6.C, 
Ranked a three-star recruit by Rivals and the No. 4 junior college offensive tackle in the 
nation. First-team NJCAA All-American in 2012 after helping lowa Western to the 
NJCAA National Championship with a perfect 11-0 record. 


Merrick Jackson =sOT_Ss6-2 320 OOO Belleville, Althoff 
Ranked the No. 27 player in the Illinois and the No. 56 defensive tackle nationally by 
Rivals.com ... As a senior, had 87 tackles, including 21 tackles for loss and three sacks 
... Chicago Tribune second-team all-state ... Scored a touchdown on an interception 
return, and another as a short-yardage fullback, as a senior. 


Paul James DE 64 25 OOO  Miami,Fl — _ Miami Norland 
Ranked a four-star recruit and the No. 20 defensive end nationally by Rivals. All-Dade 
County ick by Miami Herald. No. 3 recruit from Miami-Dade and Broward Counties by 
Miami Herald. Helped \ead the Vikings to the 2012 Florida 5A state championship. 


Darwyn Kelly OB &1 1% OOO W n, DG H..D, Woodson 
Three-star recruit and the No. 5 player in D.C. by Rivals. Had 72 tackles as a junior and 
30 tackles in a shortened senior season. Totaled nine interceptions (five as a junior and 
four as a senior) his last two seasons. 


Darius Mose DB 511 18 OOO — O-fallon i — O-Fallon 
Ranked a three-star by Rivals and the No. 10 senior in Illinois. Ranked as the No. 37 
cornerback in nation by Rivals. Earned first-team all-state honors as a senior. First-team 
All-Southwestern Conference in 2011 and 2012, including Co-Player of the Year as a 
senior. Had 1,126 yards receiving (16.3 yor) and caught 10 touchdowns in 2012. Also 
Lo Es tagtes, one interception, two punt returns for touchdowns and one kickoff 
return for TD. 


Marchie Murdock WR 64 1% O© Mansfield, TX Legacy 
As a senior, caught 49 passes for 770 yards and 13 touchdowns and was named team 
MVP. As a junior, caught 34 passes for 475 yards and five touchdowns. 


Zane Petty OB 6&1 19% oo Sacramento, CA American River C.0. 
Played in 11 games and racked up 90 tackles, seven interceptions — including one 
Ee -six — and one fumble recovery as American River went 8-3 in 2012. Was first- 
eam All-Valley Conference in 2012. 


Austin Schmidt “ 66 25 oo Galena, OH _.__ Olentangy 
Earned first-team All-Ohio Capital Conference, first-team All-District, first-team 
All-Metro and special mention All-State honors in 2012. 


Dawuane Smoot DE 63 22 O@G@ Groveport, OH Groveport Madison 
Ranked a three-star recruit and the No. 54 player in Ohio by Rivals. As a senior, had 91 
tackles, 14 sacks, five forced fumbles and one fumble recovery. Ohio Capital 
Conference first-team selection as a senior. 


Dionte Taylor = WR 6-0 1865 «GOO — FortLauderdale, FL University Schoo! 
Three-star recruit by Rivals. Helped University High win the Florida 3A state title as a 
senior with an undefeated 13-0 season. Earned Associated Press 3A second-team 
all-state honors. As a senior, had 40 catches for 577 yards (14.48 yards per catch / 72.1 
yards per game) and seven touchdowns. 


Tyler White T 65 25 OO Plainwell, Ml Plainwell 
As a senior tight end, had 19 catches for 263 yards and two touchdowns, along with 
11 carries for 37 yards. 


$$ _—K—————————————————— 
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FIGHTING ILLINI SPRING ROSTER 


No, Name Pos. 


. Name Pos. 


Ht Wt Cl Hometown No, Name 


Ht Wt Class Hometown 59 Tim Kynard 


Ht 


63 


Wt Cl 
260 Sr. 


Homelown 


Toledo, OH 


Olusuen Arowolaju DB 


5-9 185 Fr. Matteson 11. Matt LaCosse 


66 


240 Jr. 


Naperville 


Dami Ayoola RB 


510 205 So. Fort Lauderdale, FL_ 


12 Ryan Lankford 


6-0 


Robbie Bain DL 


6-3 290 Fr _ Bolingbrook 70 Corey Lewis 


6-6 


310 Sr. 


175 St. 


Jacksonville, FL 
Cresco, PA 


Martize Barr WR 


6-0 190 Jr Washington, DC 11 Jevaris Little | 


6-1 


180 Fr. 


__ St. Petersburg, FL 


Taylor Barton DB 


6-1 210 Fr. Orlando, FL 29 Nelson Lugo 


Houston Bates LB 


5-1 


195 Fr 


Franklin Park 


6-3 240 Jr. Covington, LA 85 Tim Lukas 


0 Bw. Bello 


STAR 6-3 205 Fr. 


6-4 


200 Sr. 


Mt. Prospect 


New Lenox 5 Michael Martin | 


V'Angelo Bentley DB 


6-4 


210 Fr. 


Champaign 


5-10 180 So. Cleveland, OH 23 Ben Mathis 


ChrisBoles OL 


6-3 


200 Sr. 


Springfield 


6-4 325 So. Toledo, OH 


66 Scott McDowell 


Peter Bonahoom = WR 


6-5 


290 So. 


Hinsdale 


6-2 200 So. Arlington Heights 0B 


Jonathan Brown 


17__ Jonathan McKoy 


6-2 180 Jr 


Oak Forest 


6-1. 235 St, Memphis, TN 45 Darius Millines WR 


2 Abe Cajuste 


5-11 


185 Sr. 


Boynton Beach, FL 


6-3 290 Jn Miami, FL_ 43 Mason Monheim 


Darrius Caldwell 


1B 


64 


230 So. 


Orrville, OH 


6-5 230 So. Atlanta,GA 24 Darius Mosely ‘OB 


Dillan Cazley 


5-11 


185 Fr. 


O'Fallon 


5-10 175 Fr. Charleston iB 


Jesse Chadwell 


52 Tw.Neal 


6-1 


230__Fr 


McKeeseport, PA 


_ Clarkston, Ml 


Devin Church R 5 


Tim Clary _ 


58 Kenny Nelson DL 


6-6 


245 So. 


Detroit, MI 


31 Nick North DB 


6-1 


195 So. 


Hollywood, FL 


a Mea 78 Ryan Nowicki = 


Ralph Cooper 


OL 


6-5 


290 So, 


Glendale, AZ 


Winnsboro, SC 


Simon Cvijanovic 


14 James Nudera OB 


6-1 


215 So. 


Elmhurst 


Cleveland, OH 


Jon Davis _ 


73. Chris O'Connor 


OL 65 275 So, 


Tinley Park 


Lousiville, KY 


Henry Dickinson 


4 Reilly O'Toole QB 


64 220 dr 


Wheaton 


Memphis, TN 


Christian Dilauro 


46 Samuel Ogunkoya 0B 


§-7 


195 Fr 


Chicago 


Uniontown, OH 


Cedric Doxy 


8 Miles Osei 


WR 6-0 200 Sr, 


__Mit. Prospect 


Calumet City 


Tony Durkin 


21 Zane Petty OB 


_ 4 


190 Jr 


Corning, CA 


Tinley Park 


Justin Duvernois P 


31_Lesle Pole 


WR 5-10 170 So, 


Schaumburg 


6-1 Plantation, FL 


20 


Clayton Fejedelem 0B 


93 Teko Powell DL 


6-3 


295 So. 


Miami, FL 


6-1 Lemont 


67 Jake Feldmeyer OL 


32__ Daniel Quintana 


STAR 6-2 


195 Jr. 


Berwyn 


6-4 “Centerville, OH 


6 Josh Ferguson RB 


38 David Reisner PK 


6-0 


185 Fr. 


Bartiett_ 


510 18 Naperville 


12_ Eric Finney 


STAR 6-1 


20. Fritz Rock WR 


6-1 


200 Jr 


Golden Valley, MN 


___ Corona, CA 


Pat Flavin OL 


86 Tim Russell Te 


6-6 


225 Sr. 


St Charles 


6-7 Lisle 


Nick Forzley 


Ryan Frain PKIP 


Sl 


2 Nathan Scheelhaase OB 


5-9 Lemont 


6-3 


195 Sr. 


Kansas City, MO_ 


57 Austin Schmidt OL 


66 


275 Fr. 


Galena, OH 


6-2 Indianapolis, IN 


_Kameron Fy 


Urbana pac eae Steen i 


6-0 


180 So. 


__ Belle Glade, FL 


33_ Zepheniah Grimes 


71_ Joe Spencer OL 


6-4 


20 Fe 


Mason, OH | 


Bamberg, SC 


Justin Hardee 


et et ee 


6-2 


230 So. 


Brunswick, OH 


Spencer Harris , 


Greenwood, AR 44 Austin Teltsma DL 


6-2 


280 Jr. 


Glen Ellyn 


Chase Haslett 


Clayton, MO 9 EamestThomas OB 


6-2 


210 


Orchard Lake, Mt 


Michael Heitz 


‘Vermont, 23 _ Cameron Tucker _ RB 


5-8 


River Forest 


Alex Hill 


Slidell, LA 83 Brennen VanMieghem PK 


6-2 


Metamora _ 


Dallas Hinkhouse 


Clive, IA 28 LaKeith Walls DB 


6-2 


Cleveland, OH 


Zach Hirth 


Eureka, MO 35 Sean White 


Casey 


Jake Howe 


McHenry 18 Jeremey Whitlow 


Cleveland, OH 


Steve Hull 


Cincinnati, OH 97 Vontrell Williams 


Chicago 


Brad Janit 


Cincinnati, OH 89 Evan Wilson 


Woodstock, GA 


Ted Karras 


Indianapolis, IN 90 DeJazz Woods 


Tampa, FL 


Kenny Knight 


Detroit, MI 5 _Donovonn Young 


Houston, TX 


IS je lBlS lS lK (SIF |R|S lS lS ls 


Davontay Kwaaning DB 


21S |S [8 |2 FR |S |S |S |P | |S 8 |S |e |S | Ie | 


Chicago 17. Taylor Zalewski 


Orland Park 


Sacks: M. Buchanan 4.5, J. Brown 2.5, G. Foster 2.5, D. Caldwell 2.5 


Interceptions: S, Hull 2, five tied with 1 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
ASSI N.Scheelhaase 10 105.90 149 246 8 60.6 1361 4 64 136.1 
y P NG R. O'Toole 7142.73 65 87 4 747 564 6 48 80.6 
= GP No. Yards Avg TO Long Avg/G 
wn D. Young 12 38 417202=«O45 1 23 «14.3 
RECEIVING R. Lankford " 37 469 12.7 5 64 42.6 
a D. Millines 10 32 319 10.0 0 28 «(31.9 
| GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/G 
oO D. Young 12 131 #598 27 571 44 3 #452 «47.6 
= RUSHING J. Ferguson 10 75 345 «433 #312 42 0 St 312 
— N.Scheelhaase 10 125 498 195 303 24 4 29 30.3 
QO Tackles: M. Monheim 86, A. Williams 78, A. Spence 72 
2 DEF. LEADERS _T@¢kles for loss: J. Brown 9.5, A. Spence 7, M. Monheim 6 


NOTEBOOK 


Ne his team’s talent level to increase as 
rapidly as possible, Illinois coach Tim Beckman 
brought in 10 recruits — five junior college transfers 
and five high school seniors — for the second 
semester so they could participate in spring practice. 

As one might expect, the junior college transfers 
made a quicker indentation into Illinois’ two-deep. 
Eric Finney, the only transfer with three years of eli- 
gibility, is slated to start at the “Star,” which is the 
OLB/safety hybrid job handled by Ashante Williams 
last season. Wide receiver/kick returner Martize Barr 
also will see extensive action from the start. 

Freshman cornerback/kick returner Darius 
Mosely and linemen Christian Dilauro and Austin 
Schmidt also earned spots on the two-deep. 

Beckman had more than the usual number of play- 
ers undergoing their first spring practice at Illinois. 
“You usually only have about 20,” Beckman said. “We 
are young — extremely young.” 

That newcomer total includes 10 early enrollees, 
the six walk-ons added during the offseason and 
13 redshirted freshmen. 

e Senior quarterback Nathan Scheelhaase had 
bigger plans over the summer than merely preparing 
for his fourth season as Illinois’ starter. 

Scheelhaase and his longtime girlfriend, Morgan 
Miller, scheduled their wedding for July 6 in Fort 
Worth, Texas (Miller attended TCU). 

As an indication of how close Illinois’ signal 
callers are, Scheelhaase pegged quarterback- 
turned-slot receiver Miles Osei as his best man 
and asked backup quarterback Reilly O’Toole to 
be a groomsman. 

e If they maintain their health during fall camp, 
Illinois will open the season with redshirt juniors 
Austin Teitsma (6-2, 280) and Jake Howe (6-3, 295) 
as the starting defensive tackles. Neither has started 
a college game, as Teitsma has 18 tackles on his 
college résumé and Howe has two. 

Are they ready to step forward at a position where 
Illinois has grown accustomed to having NFL-ready 
talent such as Corey Liuget and Akeem Spence? 

“They have to be,” Beckman said. “They've gotten 
better. They've worked extremely hard.” 

At the close of spring ball, Teitsma won the 
coaches' award as the most improved defender. 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“They're one of the teams in the conference that 
the talent level has dropped and not increased. 
Their offense line and their running backs probably 
could be considered the strengths on the team. 
They've got to be rebuilt almost totally on defense. 

“The biggest change about Illinois the last 
couple years — you could always go there and 
they always had talent, and you could say, ‘If they 
can put it together, they could have a big year.’ 
| don't know if you can say the same thing as far 
as the talent. It used to be upper half of the Big 
Ten, but I'm not sure that’s where it is right now. 
Fans will have to be patient; this whole roster 
needs to be rebuilt.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Photo by Joe Robbins 


DEFENSE 


For the last several seasons, Illinois’ 
defenses have showcased a steady sup- 
ply of NFL-ready talent. Starting with 
Vontae Davis’ first-round selection in 
the 2009 draft, the Illini have produced 
five defenders who were drafted in the 
first three rounds. 

In the 2013 draft, defensive tackle 
Akeem Spence went to Tampa Bay in 
the fourth round, and cornerback Terry 
Hawthorne was picked in the fifth 
round by Pittsburgh. 

If there are more defenders of this 
caliber in the Illini pipeline, it might 
take years to find out because this year’s 
group will be young. 

“Extremely young,” Beckman said. 

The secondary figures to be as green as 


2010 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 32.5 26 
Rushing 246.1 11 
Passing 151.0 111 
Total 397.1 45 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


22.6 
171.7 
184.0 
355.7 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


19.6 
123.9 
162.3 
286.2 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+8 + 0.62 22 -6 - 0.46 
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2011 RANKINGS 
PER GAME 


PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


the Memorial Stadium turf. Junior strong 
safety Earnest Thomas (nine career starts) 
will be joined in the starting lineup by 
redshirt sophomore corner Eaton Spence 
(two starts), true sophomore corner 
V’Angelo Bentley and redshirt freshman 
safety Taylor Barton. The next three cor- 
ners on the depth chart are freshmen. 

The defensive line retains one part- 
time starter in senior end Tim Kynard. 
Beckman and second-year defensive 
coordinator Tim Banks moved junior 
Houston Bates from outside linebacker 
to the “Leo” end, which takes advan- 
tage of Bates’ pass-rushing ability but 
also signifies a slight shift in Illinois’ 
defensive philosophy. 

“We're going to be more out of a 3-4 
than a 4-3,” Beckman said. “The end 
will be standing up a little more.” 

It’s not a bad idea for Illinois to rely 
on its linebackers because that’s the 
defense’s strength. Senior Jonathan 
Brown, who piled up 19.5 TFLs and 
six sacks in 2011 to earn second-team 
All-Big Ten honors, managed just 9.5 
TFLs and 2.5 sacks last season before 
suffering a season-ending injury in 
Week 8 at Ohio State. He will line up 
next to sophomore Mason Monheim 
in the scheme’s premier playmaking 
positions. 

Monheim, who started 10 games as 
a true freshman, led the Illini with 86 
stops last year and drew high praise for 
his work ethic and skills. 

“T’ve been around A.J. Hawk,” said 
Beckman, who was Ohio State’s corner- 
backs coach in 2005 during Hawk's se- 
nior year in Columbus. “He’s A.J. Hawk. 
He might not be the tallest; he might 
not be the fastest, but he understands 
football. The kid loves it.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


One of the highlights of Illinois’ 


2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 16.7 
Rushing 127.8 
Passing 168.8 
Total 296.7 


RANK | DEFENSE 
15 Scoring 
26 Rushing 

3 Passing 
7 Total 


PER GAME 
32.1 
193.9 
193.7 
387.6 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
95 -12 - 1.00 
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BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Donovonn Young 

This 6-0, 220-pound junior 
wears No. 5, which means 
something at Illinois because 
Mikel Leshoure and Rashard 
Mendenhall received it before 
Young. ... Perfect fit for new 
offensive coordinator Bill 
Cubit’s offense because he 
has the power and balance to 
run between the tackles, yet loves to catch the ball on 
the perimeter. ... Rushed for a career-high 124 yards on 
Oct. 27, 2012, against Indiana. ... Caught at least two 
passes in 12 of his past 13 games. 


EMERGING STAR 


LB Mason Monheim 

Started final 10 games at 
middle linebacker as a true 
freshman. ... Led Illini with 86 
tackles. ... Returned an inter- 
ception 20 yards in first career 
start against Charleston 
Southern. ... Rewarded with 
Big Ten Freshman of the Week 
honors on two occasions, 
including his 15-tackle performance at Minnesota. ... 
Lauded by coaches for his work ethic and instincts. 


TOP NEWCOMER 
CB Darius Mosely 


Illinois needs cornerbacks 
and returners, and this 
O'Fallon, Ill., product has the 
ability to help right away in 
both spots. ... Participated in 
spring drills after enrolling 
early. ... Led the “Orange” 
team with 10 solo tackles 
during the spring game. ... 
Will return kicks in fall and also could factor on 
punt-return unit. ... Returned three interceptions for 
touchdowns as a HS junior and caught 10 touchdown 
passes as a senior. 


RESULTS 
2-10, 0-8 


W WESTERN MICHIGAN 24-7 
L at Arizona State 14-45 
W CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 44-0 
LOUISIANA TECH = 24-52 

PENN STATE 7-35 

at Wisconsin 14-31 

at Michigan 0-45 

17-31 
22-52 
3-17 
17-20 
14-50 


at Ohio State 
MINNESOTA 
PURDUE 


L 
L 
u 
b, 
L INDIANA 
L 
L 
L 
L at Northwestern 
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‘PLAYER 


Lewis Fighting To 
Get Career on Track 


|; February 2008, shortly after leading Illinois to 
its first Rose Bowl in 24 years, Ron Zook lured 
a remarkable recruiting class to Champaign. 

Looking at the 29-man group in alphabeti- 
cal order, there’s quite a Murderer’s Row in the 
middle of the list: Wide receiver A.J. Jenkins, of- 
fensive tackle Corey Lewis, running back Mikel 
Leshoure, defensive tackle Corey Liuget and de- 
fensive end Whitney Mercilus. 

Jenkins, Liuget and Mercilus developed into 
NFL first-round picks. Leshoure went in the sec- 
ond round, as did two other members of that 
class — offensive lineman Jeff Allen and defen- 
sive back Tavon Wilson. 

So what happened to Lewis? 

He underwent knee surgery after knee surgery 
... but five years and five operations since arriving 
at Illinois, the 23-year-old Lewis finally is poised 
to deliver on his potential just like his buddies. 

Barring yet another freak injury to his left 
knee, the right tackle will make his first college 
start in Illinois’ season-opener. 

“It's a blessing to have him back,” said Illinois 
coach Tim Beckman. “He’s a great kid and he is 
really hungry.” 


PROFILE 


It's a long time coming Lewis, a 6-6, Stat 
310-pound native of Cresco, Pa.. He was con- : ant 


sidered such a good prospect that he played opportunity to build a little bit of confi- 


: dence with a non-conference slate that 


ad ? features three home games (Southern 
more and was slated to be Illinois’ starting left : 


94 snaps as a true freshman in 2008. 
He played in all 12 games as a true sopho- 


tackle in 2010. Then he suffered his first torn 
ACL while backpedaling into pass protection 
during the team’s spring game. 


“The turf was wet and my foot kind of 
slipped,” Lewis said. “I tried to reset myself and : 


felt a little pop.” 


Then came a ridiculous streak of unfortu- 
nate breaks. His first ACL graft didn’t heal cor- : 
rectly and he tore it again in the weight room : 


in February 2011. 


Lewis’ doctor said he needed a bone graft and 
to re-set his tibia before they could fix the sec- : 
ond ACL tear. Then there was an infection in his : 
knee that required Lewis to wear a tube in his : 


arm to feed the antibiotics into his body. 


Thanks to the infection, the ACL graft during 
the second surgery never took and the doc- : 
tor had to re-do the surgery in March 2012. : 
At long last, Lewis took the field last fall in : 


Week 9 at Ohio State. 


Now he’s ready to be Illinois’ leader on the 
line — with help from some of his NFL buddies. 2 
“They give me tips,” Lewis said. “They've had : 


a lot of good things to say.” 


: dreadful 2012 campaign? The punt 

> coverage team went from seventh in 

? the Big Ten in net punting in 2011 

? (35.7-yard average) all the way to first 
: (39.2). Junior punter Justin DuVernois 
: accounted for all of this improvement 
: as he boosted his average from 38.3 

: to 41.9, but he also placed 19 punts 

: inside the 20-yard line with just two 

: touchbacks. 


Sophomore kicker Taylor Zalewski, 


: who split the job last year with the 

: since-departed Nick Immekus, made 

: just 4 of 7 field-goal tries, but he boasts 
: a big leg. 


For years, the Illini have been mired 


? near the Big Ten’s basement for punt 

: and kick returns. They'll rely on new 

: returners this fall as junior college trans- 
; fer Martize Barr and Miles Osei are the 

: leading punt-return candidates, while 

: V’Angelo Bentley and true freshman 

: corner Darius Mosely will return kicks. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


When might Illinois snap its 14-game 


: Big Ten losing streak? Well, Beckman’s 
: bunch opens league play with Nebraska, 


Wisconsin, Michigan State and Penn 


On the plus side, the Illini have an 


Illinois, Cincinnati, Miami of Ohio) and 


its first trip to Soldier Field (Sept. 14 vs. 
: Washington) since 1995. 


— Lindsey Willhite 
Date Opponent 12 Record 
Aug.31 SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 6-5 
Sept. 7 CINCINNATI 10-3 
Sept. 14 vs. Washington (Chicago,IL) 7-6 
Sept. 28 MIAMI (OH) 4-8 
Oct. 5 at Nebraska 10-4 
Oct. 19 WISCONSIN 8-6 
Oct. 26 MICHIGAN STATE 7-6 
Nov. 2 at Penn State 8-4 
Nov. 9 at Indiana 4-8 
Nov. 16 OHIO STATE 12-0 
Nov. 23 at Purdue 6-7 
Nov.30 NORTHWESTERN 10-3 
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av» AKRON | ZIPS 


MACrank:11 Record: 1-11 MAC record: 0-8 (7th, East) Stadium: InfoCision Stadium (30,000) By Bob Narang 


Once again, Akron is missing an electric, go-to 


player capable of causing problems for opposing Ks oa 
: 3 le 
defenses. The Zips plan on becoming a more bal- Jawon Chishola® 
anced offense after stressing the pass last year. Dee Frieson* 
Junior tailback Jawon Chisholm has been Keith Sconiers* 


LT. Smith 

Will Fleming* 
Quaison Osbome 
Dylan Brumbaugh* 
Travis Switzer* 
Cedric Brittnum 
Jarrod Pughsley* 


DEFENSE 
RE Alfonso Horner* 
oT Nico Caponi* 
NG Cody Grice* 
LE Connor Seeman 
Jatavis Brown 
Nick Rossi 
Justin March* 
Malachi Freeman* 
cB Anthony Holmes* 
FS Bre’ Ford 
ss Johnny Robinson* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 48 | Robert Stein* 
P 38 ' Zach Paul* 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


steadily building toward a breakout season after 
rushing for 953 yards last year. Akron’s no-huddle 
offense is predicated on a solid group of wide 
receivers. Although there’s no standout performer, 
Keith Sconiers, Dee Frieson and L.T. Smith repre- 
sent a talented cast. 

The offensive line welcomes back three starters, 
but Bowden plans to flood the area with new play- 
ers before the start of the season. 


DEFENSE 
Immediately laying blame on Akron’s defense the 
last few years isn’t a fair assessment. From the inabili- 


2013 PROJECTED STARTERS 


ty of the offense to move the chains in past seasons to 
last year’s explosive passing team, the offense hasn't 
allowed the defense to get sufficient rest. The Zips 
might experience the same phenomenon in 2013. 
Replacing linebacker Kurt Mangum and defen- 
sive tackle J.D. Griggs will be a tough chore. Like 
the offensive line, Bowden wants to bring in several Aug.29 at UCF 


“They still have an uphill climb players to fill the gaps before September. The Zips Sept.7 JAMES MADISON 


Photo by AP Photo/Akron Beacon Journal, Phil Masturzo 


because of the lack of playmakers, but could use some better athletes after allowing MH Sept. 14 at Michigan 
their image is changing with Bowden.” pO PONS Pe eae a ee JB Sept.21 LOUISIANA 
Coordinator Chuck Amato is placing anemphasis [fa] Sept. 28 at Bowling Green 

— Anonymous MAC assistant coach on more intensity for the defense. A healthy return r Oct.5 OHIO 

of tackle Nico Caponi and end Albert Presley could SM Oct. 12 at Northern Illinois 

ZIPS at a GLANCE hold the key to Akron’s defensive improvement. UN Oct.19 at Miami (OH) 
EDACIE Ted BonveaniiRs Mia Hae besa EP a0 tees Linebacker Justin March must build off a solid 5 Oct. 26 BALL STATE 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: AJ. Mawee : second-half performance in 2012. Senior Malachi a Nov. 2 KENT STATE 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chuck Amato Freeman and Anthony Holmes give the Zips an Nov. 16 at Massachusetts 


sesanseeceenceneonssoesenee enseacsacensncesssesecene ov seenvevesveneanensenusnssssssencocen oy experienced pair of cornerbacks. Nov. 29 TOLEDO 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2005 


LAST BOWL: 2005, Motor City SPECIAL TEAMS 


RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 7 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 
onsen venvoesespoveseesuesennensessos asiossessaiesasson anasoescncecesetasesedséaseessabeseeseseinn At least the Zips have one area of the team 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Jawon Chisholm, WR Dee Frieson, covered with a good blend of youth and talent. 


DT Nico Caponi, DE Albert Presley, LB Justin March, g f 
CB Malachi Freeman, CB Anthony Holmes Sophomore kicker Robert Stein and sophomore 


sssesbiatnssaseslontasen asostesettibiesasstteetiossistenleontpscibreseertoerevipspoeeredons punter Zach Paul are coming off solid seasons. The 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Chisholm Is ready to take the next step return positions are unclear with several incoming 
in his development to provide the offense a consistent, albeit 
not explosive, threat. The wide receivers, even with the loss of 
Marquelo Suel, comprise one of the better units on the team. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; The Zips just can't seem to find OVERVIEW 

playmakers. Three straight one-win seasons can be directly Bowden put his imprint on the fledging program 
traced back to the main flaw of the program — lack of elite by demanding a higher standard. The Zips lost five 
players. Bowden doesn’t trust his current crop of players, and he games by 10 points or less, and Williams exits with 
shouldn't. But what message Is he sending by declaring 10 to 12 fthe best f hoal 
new faces might be joining the program in the fall? DOEIOR LAE NES ene YEROE ou Seances aot 

history. But the Zips have still won just one game 


for three consecutive seasons. 
Bowden doesn’t mind challenging his players by 


UCF 14-56 

at FIU (OT) 38-41 
MORGAN STATE 66-6 
at Tennessee 26-47 
MIAMI (OH) 49-56 
BOWLING GREEN 10-24 
at Ohio 28-34 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 7-37 
at Central Michigan 14-35 
at Kent State 24-35 
UMASS 14-22 

at Toledo 23-35 


candidates scheduled to battle for the positions. 


2012 RESULTS 
Poe eee tee ei 


OFFENSE declaring that new players, possibly even a quar- 

Nick Hirschman joined the quarterback competi-_terback, could win jobs in the fall. Bottom line: The OFFENSE PER GAME 
tion when he announced in May his transfer from Zips are a long way away from being competitive Sipe or 
Colorado to Akron as a graduate student. Either he on a weekly basis. a Passine 3128 
or sophomore Kyle Pohl will take over for Dalton ra Total 4272 
Williams, who threw for 3,387 yards and 25 touch- TOP NEWCOMER 4) DEFENSE PER GAME 
downs last season to spearhead the top passing é Scoring 357 
offense in the conference. LB C.J. Mizell: A former four-star recruit who Pray Rushing 2u.1 

Coach Terry Bowden hadn’t given a ringing endorse- initially signed with Florida State, Mizell joins the N ara ron 
ment to Pohl, who got his feet wet last season, complet- program after getting dismissed from Washington ry : 
ing 38 of 58 passes for 366 yards and five touchdowns. State. Bowden is willing to take a chance on Mizell Lh TOMARGIN PER GAME 


Hirschman will have two seasons of eligibility left. due to his athleticism and high upside. “4 “VW 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Seth Littrell 


AT A GLANCE 


2012: 
4-8 overall, 2-6 Big Ten (5th, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Kevin Wilson — At Indiana and overall: 
5-19, 2 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
20; 10 offense, 8 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Cameron Coffman, QB Tre Roberson, 
WR Cody Latimer, WR Shane Wynn, 

TE Ted Bolser, LB David Cooper, 

S Greg Heban 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The offense returns 10 starters from a unit 
that led the Big Ten in passing, was sec- 
ond in total yards and fourth in scoring. 
Special teams should be strong, featuring 
one of the conference’s top kickers in 
Mitch Ewald and dangerous kick returner 


Shane Wynn. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

As has been the case in recent history, 

IU statistically had the Big Ten’s worst 
defense in 2012. While the Hoosiers do 
return eight defensive starters, they must 
replace mainstays Adam Replogle and 
Larry Black Jr. at the tackles. Help could 
be on the way with several outstanding 
defensive recruits. 


KEY LOSSES: 
C Will Matte, DT Adam Replogle, 
DT Larry Black Jr. 


OVERVIEW: 

Hopes are as high as they've been in 

a long time. IU, which was the youngest 
team in the nation last year, improved 
from one victory in 2011 to four in Wilson’s 
second season. While still a young team, 
the returning experience should give IU 

a chance to make it to a bowl game for 
the first time since 2007. 


INDIANA 


MOOCSIERS 


For more coverage of the Hoosiers, visit indiana.rivals.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Doug Mallory 


STADIUM: Memorial Stadium: 49,225 


Hoosier Hysteria? Home Cooking Brings Bowl Hopes 


tations for Indiana football have 
been so high. 

That may seem strange since the Hoo- 
siers won only one game in 2011, Kevin 
Wilson’s first season as head coach, 
and they managed just four victories 
last year. But a closer look reveals good 
reason for the unabashed optimism 
heading into this season. 

e Indiana returns 20 starters (10 on 
offense, eight on defense and its place- 
kicker and punter) from a team that suf- 
fered four losses by a total of 10 points. 

¢ IU's incoming recruiting class is 
regarded as its best ever. 

¢ The Hoosiers have eight home 
games, including the first five. 

Wilson, though, mixes some realism 
in with the optimism. 

“We are a work in progress, but we 

are definitely progressing,” he said. 
“I say that because we don’t want to act 
like we’ve got it figured out. We've got a 
lot of guys coming back, but from a 4-8 
team, and that means a lot of guys have 
to get better. 

“We realize we have a long way to go, 
but at the same time, we're very positive, 
we feel very confident about what we’re 
doing. The kids have a great vibe, and 
you just have that sense that things are 
going the way you want them to go.” 

The players don’t try to hide their 
enthusiasm. 

They insist the attitude, the talent 
and the togetherness is like night and 
day from when Wilson first took over. 

“It was definitely tough at first,” said 
senior safety Greg Heban. “Coach Wil- 
son’s style was a little more aggressive. 
That first year he weeded out people. 
That was a good thing for the team. 

“We've all grown to love Coach Wil- 
son. He’s still stern, but that’s what you 
need in a coach. He’s done a great job 


| has been a long while since expec- 


producing leaders on the team and hav- 
ing the players be accountable for the 
team, and not just the coaches.” 

Senior tight end Ted Bolser believes 
the bond formed between the coaches 
and players will be a key to the Hoosiers 
living up to expectations. 

“It's almost like a 180-degree turn 
from two years ago,” he said. “And the 
staff knows how Coach Wilson wants 
us to be coached. Coach Wilson, he’s a 
genius; he knows what he’s doing and 
we're all buying in. We know we can 
win. We don’t want to be just a bowl 
team. That’s not good enough.” 


OFFENSE 


Wilson, former architect of many po- 
tent offenses at Oklahoma, has basically 
the same group of players back from 
a unit that last year led the Big Ten in 
passing, was second in total offense and 
fourth in scoring offense. 

Three veterans are battling for the 
quarterback job and nothing will be 
decided until August. 

Redshirt sophomore Tre Roberson be- 
gan last season as the starter but broke 
his leg in the second game, Cameron 
Coffman, a junior college transfer, 
stepped in and performed admirably. 

Coffman started the final 10 games 
and finished second in passing among 
league quarterbacks, completing 247 
of 407 passes for 2,734 yards and 15 
touchdowns. Nate Sudfeld played in 
seven games as a true freshman and 
completed 51 of 82 passes for 632 yards 
and seven touchdowns. 

Coffman and Sudfeld are traditional 
pro-style passers while Roberson, who 
started five games in 2011 as a true 
freshman, is a dual-threat guy who is 
a nifty runner. 

“| think Tre was better this spring 
than before he got hurt,” Wilson said. 
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Stephen Houston 


Photo by AP Photo/The Herald-Times, Chris Howell 


“And those other two guys were a lot 
better. Those guys are neck and neck. 
They’re all going to be very good play- 
ers, but it would be nice to see some- 
body truly emerge.” 

The supporting cast should be out- 
standing, led by a deep receiving corps. 

Returning are three wide receiv- 
ers who were among the Big Ten’s 
top 10 last year. Junior Cody Latimer 
finished with $1 catches for 805 
yards, and he’s joined by classmate 
Shane Wynn (68-660) and senior Kofi 
Hughes (43-639). 

But wait, there’s more, with Bolser 
(41-445) and senior wideout Duwyce 
Wilson (23-230), who had a great spring 
following an injury-plagued 2012. 

The goal is for more balance this year, 
and the ground game should be better 
with experience at running back and in 
the line. 

Senior Stephen Houston has rushed 
for 1,551 yards and 20 touchdowns in 


Cody Latimer 
Photo by AP Photo/Damen Jackson 
via Triple Play New Media 


the past two seasons, but promising 
sophomore Tevin Coleman was so good 
in the spring that he’s listed No. 1 on 
the depth chart. 

“Tt all starts with the offensive 
line, and I think it has a chance to be 
pretty good,” Wilson said. “It’s an ath- 
letic offensive line. What I’m excited 
about is that we don’t have a senior in 
the group.” 

Four starters return, including a pair 
of outstanding sophomores in left tack- 
le Jason Spriggs and right guard Dan 
Feeney. Both started all 12 games as 
true freshmen. The other two returning 
starters are juniors, tackle Peyton Eckert 
and center/guard Collin Rahrig. 

“With the maturity of the guys on 
offense, and the confidence, we know 
we're going to be good. There’s no other 
option,” Bolser said. “Our offense is 
definitely stacked. It gets me really ex- 
cited. I’ve got goosebumps already, just 
thinking about it.” 


DEFENSE 


While Indiana’s offense is expected to 
provide plenty of fireworks, defense will 
determine if the Hoosiers will be bowl 
bound for the holidays. 

Historically, the Hoosiers have 
struggled mightily on defense, and 
last year was no exception. IU was last 
in the Big Ten in three of the four ma- 
jor defensive areas — scoring defense 
(35.3 points per game), total defense 
(463.5 yards per game) and rushing 
defense (231.3). And the pass defense 
wasn’t much better, ending up ninth 
(232.2). 

“We're making some strides,” Wil- 
son said. 

“The difference between our offense 
and our defense is confidence, and 
the offense has more competition. On 
defense, we signed a bunch of kids who 
aren’t here yet and our competition is 
not quite where I’d like it to be. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Cameron Coffman* Jr. Strong-armed thrower who had solid first season. Tre Roberson, So. 
RB Tevin Coleman So.  Atremendous talent with breakaway speed. Stephen Houston, Sr.* 
WR — Shane Wynn* Jr. Water bug receiver; great in the open field. Isaiah Roundtree, Jr. 
WR Cody Latimer* Jr. The ace of a very deep receiving corps. Duwyce Wilson, Sr. 
WR _ Kofi Hughes* Sr. Veteran who has knack for making circus grabs. Nick Stoner, Jr. 

TE Ted Bolser* Sr.__ Perfect receiving TE for Indiana's spread attack. Anthony Corsaro, So. 
LT _ Jason Spriggs” So. Tremendous player who started as true freshman. Ralston Evans, So 
LG Bernard Taylor Jr. Former D-lineman who provides size in interior. David Kaminski, So 

C Collin Rahrig’ Jr. Versatile performer who can play center or guard. Jake Reed, So 

RG __ Dan Feeney* So. Freshman All-American; strong pro prospect. Jacob Bailey, Fr. 

RT __ Peyton Eckert* Jr. Three-year starter who is a tough, salty performer. Dimitric Camiel, Fr. 
PK Mitch Ewald* Sr. Has made 80 percent of his FGs past three years. Erich Toth, So. 
“Returning Starter 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Ryan Phillis* Jr. Probably most consistent performer in defensive line. Bobby Richardson, Jr. 
DT _ Raphael Green Fr. Big, strong redshirt freshman; squats 600 pounds. Adarius Rayner, So. 
DT Alex Todd So. Could be a force when he develops physically. Jordan Heiderman, Jr. 
DE Zack Shaw* So. Great prospect; All-Big Ten frosh last season. Nick Mangieri, So. 

LB Griffen Dahistrom* Sr. Heady vet who's always in the right spot. Forisse Hardin, Jr. 

LB David Cooper* Jr. Started last season as first-year JC transfer. TJ. Simmons, Fr. 

LB Chase Hoobler Jr. Active player has a nose for the ball, Steven Funderburk, Jr. 
CB Antonio Marshall* Sr. Has shown flashes of becoming a solid player. Kenny Mullen, Jr. 

CB Michael Hunter So. Played as true freshman, recovering from hand injury. Brian Williams, Jr.* 

$ Tim Bennett Jr. Defensive MVP in spring; can play safety or nickel. Mark Murphy, Jr.* 

$ Greg Heban* Sr. Veteran leader of defense; leading tackler in 2012. Brandon Grubbe, Jr. 
P Erich Toth* So. Needs to become more consistent in second season. _Nick Campos, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 
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© antonio atten David Kenney Darius Latham 

(Indiana's recruiting The Hoosiers finished : Throughout his career 

CL class really took off in the middle of the ©: at North Central High 

LU after Allen switched Big Ten in 2012 when : School, the 6-5, 291- 

=> his pledge from Ole it came to sacks. $ pound Latham spent a 

oO Miss to IU. He gives Kenney will go a long great deal of time in the 

a) the Hoosiers the kind in changing that offseason playing high 

= of physical presence because of his ability school and AAU bas- 
at the back end of : to pressure the quar- ketball. With his unique 

LL their defense that has : terback. He has the combination of size and 

= been missing for : size and athleticism athleticism the 

ran) some time. Allen's to make an immedi- Indianapolis native 
biggest impact early ate impact for the should quickly develop 
on will be his ability : Indiana defense as into a dominant Big Ten 
to make plays against : an edge rusher. defensive lineman once 
the run. 3 he starts focusing sole- 

ly on football. 


Hometown 


Antonio Allen DB 510 25 ooo°o Indianapolis, IN Ben Davis 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Indiana...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 20 safety...Participated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl...Collected 74 tackles, 
three force fumbles, two tackles for loss, two interceptions and one fumble recovery as 
a senior. 


Daryl Chestnut RB 5-10 19 GOO FL Columbus 
Rated as the No. 54 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 8 
all-purpose back... Rushed 111 times for 1,208 yards with 14 touchdowns as a 
senior... First team All-Dade County selection. 


ChristopherCormier DT 62 315 O© Yuma, AZ Arizona Westem C.C. 
First team All-Arizona Community College Athletic Conference selection...Second team 
All-Western States Football League honoree...Ranked third on the team with 44 tackles 
and added three tackles for loss in 2012. 


Patrick Dougherty DE 65 20 OO©6 ‘Aurora, OH Aurora 
Rated as the No. 67 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com... Posted 120 tackles, 50 tackles 
for loss, 15 pass breakups, 12 sacks and three forced fumbles over his junior and 
senior seasons...First team all-state selection as a senior. 


Chase Dutra AH 661 19 OOO IN 

Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 51 
athlete... Had 404 yards rushing, 386 yards receiving and seven offensive touchdowns 
as a senior...Recorded 35 tackles and five passes defended...Had three punt returns 
for touchdowns. 


Rashard Fant ATH 


510 165 OO00 Fairbum, GA Our Lay 


Of Mercy 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 17 athlete...Participated in the Offense-Defense All-American Bowl...Accounted 
for 917 total yards and 10 touchdowns on offense as a senior... Recorded 36 tackles 
and four interceptions. 


Danny Friend TE 65 240 O00 13 Morris 
Rated as the No, 26 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Made 15 receptions for 283 
yards and four touchdowns as a senior...Recorded 56 tackles, seven sacks, three 
interceptions, one fumble recovery, one forced fumble and one blocked field goal. 


Steven Funderburk 63 231 090 Council Blufts, 1A lowa Westem €.C. 

Recorded 49 tackles, 7.5 tackles for loss, two interceptions returned for touchdowns 

oe yards) and one fumble recovery in 2012... First team all-conference selection... 
nrolled at Indiana in January. 


Myles Graham ROO 621 OO inade Madonna 
Missed his senior season due to an ankle injury...Rushed for 852 yards and 14 touch- 
downs in seven games as a junior...Added five receptions for 113 yards and one 
score...Named second team All-Broward County as a junior. 


Isaac Griffith WR 60 18 O00 Wayne, IN Homestead 
Rated as the No. 19 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com.,.Had 32 receptions for 699 
yards and seven touchdowns as a senior...Named all-state as a senior...Was a two- 
time all-area and all-conference selection. 


Jordan Helderman DT 63 oo Council Bluffs, 1A lowa Westem €.C. 
Recorded 43 tackles with nine tackles for loss and 4.5 sacks in 2012...Named second 
team all-conference...Recorded 42 tackles, 6.5 tackles for loss and three sacks in 
2011...Enrolled at Indiana in January. 
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Commitiments 
Average Stars 


66606 
OOOGG 
666606 
66006 


Total Stars 
Chase Dutra National Rank: 38 Big Ten: 4 
At Brownsburg High 
School outside of 
Indianapolis, the 6-1, 
190-pound Dutra was a 
ea player that 2014 NEEDS: indiana dia not sign 
excelled in all three a quarterback or a single offensive lineman in 2013 so 
phases of the game. look for those positions to be a priority for 2014. They 
While he has great will also need to land a tight end and a couple of 
playmaking ability as an receivers to replace players at those spots who will be 
offensive player, the graduating after the upcoming season. The secondary 
Indiana staff is expect- will also need to be addressed as IU will lose at least 
ed to play him on the four defensive backs to graduation. Look for the 
defensive side at safety Hoosiers to also take at least a couple linebackers and 
or possibly linebacker a couple defensive linemen in this class. 
depending on how big — By Matthew Weaver, Peegs.com/Rivals.com 
he gets, 


Hi =6WI Stars Hometown 


Evan Jansen Tt 64 245 OOO Cincinnati, OH 

Rated as the No. 74 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Caught 14 passes for 180 yards 
and a pair of touchdowns as a senior...Member of a state championship team at 
Moeller H.S. as a senior. 


David Kenney DE 62 20 OoOo0O0 Indianapolis, IN Pike 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 6 iy. ect in Indiana...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 11 weakside defensive end...Participated in the Offense-Defense All-American Bowl... 
Recorded 76 tackles, 19.5 tackles for loss, nine sacks and one forced fumble as a senior. 


Darius Latham oT 65 21 e000 Indianapolis, IN North Central 
Rivals250 selection. ..Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Indiana...Rated as the nation’s No. 14 
defensive tackle...Recorded 62 tackles with 15.5 tackles for loss and eight sacks as a senior. 


Clyde Newton B &i 25 OO°0 Punta Gorda, FL _ Charlotte 
Played linebacker and running back...Recorded 108 tackles, two sacks, one intercep- 
tion and one forced fumble on defense, and rushed for 1,938 yards and 23 touchdowns 
on offense as a senior... Named the 7A District Player of the Year. 


Marcus Oliver 1B &l 20 ooo Hamilton, OH Hamilton 
Rated as the No. 45 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No, 39 
inside linebacker...Recorded 135 tackles, 10 tackles for loss, four forced fumbles, 
three fumble recoveries and one sack as a senior...Named Greater Miami Conference 
Player of the Year. 


Noel Padmore OB Sl 15 ooo Flowery Branch, 

First team all-state, all-region and all-area selection as a senior...Recorded 101 tackles, 
17 pass breakups, five tackles for loss, four interceptions, one forced fumble and one 
fumble recovery over his junior and senior seasons. 


TW. 60 235 oo°0 Lakeland, FL Lakeland 
Recorded 121 tackles, 32 tackles for loss, three sacks, two interceptions and one 
fumble recovery as a senior...First team all-state selection and two-time all-county 
selection...Enrolled at Indiana in January. 


Kristopher Smith 62 2155 OOo Flowery Branch, GA Flowery Branch 
Recorded 103 tackles with 21 tackles for loss and 12 sacks as a senior. ..Named first team 
all-state and all-region... Named the most outstanding linebacker at Flowery Branch H.S. 


Laray Smith RB OGD «18 OOO Brooklyn, NY Xaverian 
Rated as the No. 8 prospect in New York by Rivals.com... Participated in the Semper 
Fidelis All-American Bowl...Rushed for 1,700 yards with 16 touchdowns over his junior 
and senior seasons... All-American sprinter who will also run track at Indiana. 


Maurice Swain O 65 35 O00 LaGrange, GA 

Two-time all-state selection...Recorded 65 tackles, with 15 tackles for loss, seven 
sacks, two fumble recoveries and one fumble return for a score as a senior...Recorded 
43 tackles, 16 tackles for loss and eight sacks as a junior. 


Taj Williams WR #4 15 oo0°0 Tallahassee, FL Lincoln 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 34 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation's 
No. 25 wide receiver...Participated in the Offense-Defense All-American Bowl...Made 
56 receptions for 786 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior. 


Anthony Young 61 15 oo Lakewood, OH St Edward 
Made 35 catches for 520 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior.. Returned four kickoffs 
and one punt for scores...All-Ohio selection and special teams athlete of the year... 
All-American sprinter who will also run track at Indiana. 


a 
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HOOSIERS SPRING ROSTER 


No, Name Pos. Ht Wt. Cl. Hometown 


Jacari Alexander 1B 6-1 240) Sr. 


Winter Haven, FL 


No, Name 


Ricky Jones 


WR 5-10 


190 


Hometown 


Sarasota, FL 


Pete Bachman oT 6-5 288 Jr Cincinnati, OH 


David Kaminski 


OL 64 


295 


Strongsville, OH 


Jacob Bailey OL 65 300 FF. Carmel 


a 
= 


1B 6-3 


235 


Indianapolis: 


Tim Bennett DB 5-9 190 Jr 


Columbus, GA 


DE 6-4 


Ted Bolser TE 66 254 Sr. Cincinnati, OH 


WR 6-3 


253 
215 


s|s|\gig)7 


Andre Booker WR 5-11 173 So, Chesterfield, MO 


Garrett Libertowski DE 5-11 218 


Nate Boudreau = 0B 63 215 Naperville, IL 


Tyler Lukens 


OL 6-0 


_ 283 


08 5-10 206 Fr Prospect Heights, a 


Nick Mangieri 


DE 6-5 


Tyler Brady 

Tyler Burgett 1B 6-0 218 Fr. 

David Calhoun DB 5-11 190 Fr. 
6-7 310 Fr. 


Fishers 
Houston, ™ 


Antonio Marshall 


CB OS-11 


261 
195 


Max Matthews 


QB 6-0 


205 


Jake Michalek 


LB 6-2 


235 


Midlothian, IL 


Dimitric Camiel oT 
6-0 192 Fr. 


Nick Campos P 92 Wheaton, IL 


Chandler Miller 


Quai Chandler DB 6-0 195 So. 


Roscoe, a 


Michael Mitsch 


Cameron Coffman a8 62 203 Jr Peculiar, MO 


Kenny Mullen 


WR 6-3 


195 


Richmond 


oT §-11 


274 


Indianapolis 


cB 5-10 


Tevin Coleman RB 6-1 208 So. —_‘Tinley Park, IL 


Mark Murphy 


S 62 


David Cooper 1B G1 235 dr. Lilburn, GA 


Justin Nowak 


DB 6-0 


184 
210 
198 


[S| F) FS SFiS Sis 


Caleb Comett WR 6-3 192 FF. 


Indianapolis 


Mitchell Paige _ 


WR 57 


178 


Anthony Corsaro TE 6-1 250 So. 


Indianapolis 


49 Griffen Danistrom LB 6-3 235 St Coatesville 


Ryan Phillis 


TE 65 


DE 6-3 


250 


Sis|FS\s 


260 


80 Sean Damaska Sa: Mitton, GA 


WR 6-7 228 Fr. on 
28 Anthony Davis Indianapolis 


Collin Rahrig 


OL 62 


281 


Adarius Rayner 


OT 6-2 


RB 5-8 200 So. 
8 Kevin Davis 


8 Kevin Davis — WR 511 188 Fr. Indianapolis 


Jake Reed 


66 Mitchell Disman 


e 
Fa 


_New Palestine 


Mike Replogle 


“OL 6S 


DE 6-2 


Phoenix, AZ 


91 Matt Dooley Matt Dooley 


| 


cl ff fd bl fit ed fd fd fe I Pt fal fo Pa be 


283 
243 Je 


Bobby Richardson DE 6-3 215 


Siz 


59 Peyton Eckert 
3 Christian Englum 
62 Ralston Evans 
76 Cody Evers 


Indianapolis 


S| BS | RRB 


Z/Z/E 


_ Se Atington Heights, te 


Indianapolis 


5 Tre Roberson 


QB 6-0 


200 


20 D'Angelo Roberts 


RB 5-10 


65 Wes Rogers 


OL 6-4 


Sch 


Indianapolis 


15 Isaiah Roundtree WR 5-11 195. 


Indianapolis 


16 Mitch Ewale Mitch Ewald 


ie 


33 Zack Shaw 


DE 63 


253 


Coshocton, OH 


2|=\e\2\ a alclal 


67 67 Dan Feeney 


ian Pk 


2 TJ. Simmons 


1B 6-0 


235 


Lakeland, FL 


29 DawsonFletcher S 6-0 203 So. West Chester, OH 


12 Dareon Fuller DB Indianapolis 


2% TySmith_ 


WR 5-10 


178 


Bloomington 


78 Jason Spriggs 


oT 67 


27 Steven Funderburk LB ~ Port St. Lucia, FL 


14 Nick Stoner 


21 Damon Graham RB 


Indianapolis 


7 _ Nate Sudfeld 


WR 6-1 
08 65 


173 
234 


93 Ralphael Green OT 


San Antonio, TX 


73 Bernard Taylor 


OL 62 


303 


43 Brandon Grubbe LB 


19 Ryan Thompson 


510 


198 


4 Forisse Hardin LB 
9 Greg Heban S 


69 Alex Todd 


Streetsboro, oH 


36 “Erich Toth 


Indianapolis. 


53 Shawn Heffern DE 


33 Nick Turner 


Indianapolis 


97 "Jordan Helderman OL 


31 Jordan Wallace 


87 Leneil Himes oT 


18 Tregg Waters 


inianapols 


47 Chase Hoobler 1B 6-2 240 Jr 


38 Garrett Welch 


Phoenix, AZ 


Zionsville. 


61 Anthony Hoston LB OBI 228 dr. Longwood, FL 


7 ‘Brian Williams 


Lawrenceville, GA 


12 Stephen Houston RB 6-0 225 Sr. Little Rock, AR 


44. Andrew Wilson 


RB 5-11 


218 


Columbus 


13 Kofi Hughes Indianapolis 


81 Duwyce Wilson 


WR 6-3 


203 


Columbus 


17 Michael Hunter 
48 Simeon Ikudabo 
71 ‘Bill van 

29 Jordan Jackson 


Marion 
Charlevoix, Mt 
Trafalgar 


1 Shane Wynn 


WR 5-7 


167 


Cleveland, OH 


40 MattZakrzewski FB 6-2 245 


Traverse City, MI 


54 Alex Ziedas 


OL 62 


288 «Fr. 


Detroit, MI 


21 Jake Zupancic 


Ss 5-41 


208 Jr, 


Indianapolis | 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards 

ASSI C. Coffman 11 123.87 247 407 11 607 2734 
i NG N, Sudfeld 7152.67 51 82 1 
GP D 

S. Wynn 12 6 A 

RECEIVING C. Latimer 12 51 805 15.8 6 70 67.1 
6 3 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Sacks: A. Replogle 5, L. Black 4, Cooper 3, Phillis 3 


Interceptions: G. Heban 3, A. Marshall 2, two tied with 1 
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TO Long 
15 79 
7 70 


Long Avg/& 
59 62.4 
21 25.0 
17 188 


Aug/E 
248.5 
90.3 


GP Net Avg ‘1D 
S, Houston 12 161 777 «+2 749 47 12 

RUSHING D. Roberts 12 83 327 27 300 36 3 
T. Coleman 12 51 233 8 225 44 1 
Tackles: G. Heban, 91, D. Cooper 86, A. Replogle 71 

DEF. LEADERS Tackles for loss: A. Replogle 13, L. Black 12, Cooper 9 


NOTEBOOK 


ee 2013 recruiting class is being billed as the 
school's best ever. 

Rivals.com ranked this year’s IU class 38th nation- 
ally, and fourth in the Big Ten, behind Ohio State, 
Michigan and Nebraska. Most of the recruits are 
slated to play defense, where IU needs the most help. 

Indiana signed eight recruits that Rivals.com rated 
among the Top 51 at their positions nationally, includ- 
ing six in the Top 25 and three who played at 
Indianapolis high schools. 

Daryl Chestnut (Miami) is rated No. 8 among all- 
purpose backs. Others in the impressive haul include 
David Kenney (Indianapolis, No. 11, weakside defensive 
ends), Darius Latham (Indianapolis, No. 14, defensive 
tackles), Rashard Fant (Atlanta, No. 17, athletes), Antonio 
Allen (Indianapolis, No. 20, safeties), Taj Williams 
(Tallahassee, Fla., No. 25, wide receivers), Marcus Oliver 
(Hamilton, Ohio, No. 39, inside linebackers) and Chase 
Dutra (Brownsburg, Ind., No. 51, athletes). 

Allen, Fant, Kenney, Latham and Williams are the 
four-star recruits. 

Two other recruits already enrolled at IU were impres- 
sive during spring workouts. Junior college transfer 
Steven Funderburk and freshman T.J. Simmons, both 
linebackers, are listed No. 2 on the depth chart. 

e James Patton and William Inge are the newest 
members of Kevin Wilson’s staff. 

Patton is |U's special teams’ coordinator, assistant 
defensive line coach and recruiting coordinator, while 
Inge takes over as co-defensive coordinator and 
linebackers coach. 

Patton most recently coached the offensive line at 
Oklahoma from 2006-12, and before that he was a player 
and coach at Miami (Ohio) and spent seven seasons as an 
assistant at Northwestem. He is very familiar with Wilson, 
having coached with him at all three previous stops. 

Inge was an assistant defensive line coach for the 
Buffalo Bills last season after spending the previous 
two years as defensive coordinator and linebackers 
coach at the University of Buffalo. 

e Five players have a chance this season to reach 
100 receptions and 1,000 yards for their careers — 
senior wide receivers Kofi Hughes (85-1,217) and 
Duwyce Wilson (72-935), senior tight end Ted 
Bolser (82-1,017), and junior wide receivers Shane 
Wynn (87-857) and Cody Latimer (63-946). 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“The most improved team from a year ago, 
based on watching all 12 schools in the spring. In 
football, every coach has a plan, but you don’t 
always see the plan unfold every time you visit the 
school. The most impressive thing about Indiana is 
that with Kevin Wilson you do. 

“The plan is to be dynamic and explosive on 
offense and have steady improvement on defense 
through recruiting. And you can see that all hap- 
pening. | think they're unique, dynamic, explosive 
on offense and their defensive personnel is abso- 
lutely getting better. 

“The schedule is the last piece of the puzzle 
that they've got to get straight. Playing Missouri 
(this season) and playing at a (neutral) site (vs. 
Penn State in 2010), I'm not sure how that helps. 
But everything else is really well done.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Tre Roberson 
Photo by Eric Canha/CSM 
Cal Sport Media via AP Images 
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“For the confidence to improve, the 
competition has to increase. But with 
some of the kids that we signed, we'll 
have a little bit more depth.” 

The good news is that the defense 
will be more experienced, with eight 
starters returning, and Indiana signed 
what is arguably its best recruiting 
class ever. The class features 13 de- 


fensive signees, including five Rivals. : BEST gS 
them are defensive players — linemen : = R IG HTE ST 
David Kenney and Darius Latham, and : 


com four-star recruits, and four of 


defensive backs Antonio Allen and 
Rashard Fant. 


Replacing tackles Adam Replogle and WR Cody Latimer 
Larry Black Jr., will be tough, but the Burst onto the scene last 
Hoosiers do return 13 of their leading year as a sophomore with 51 
15 tacklers from 2012. receptions, leading Indiana 

with 805 receiving yards and 


Senior safety Greg Heban is the 
leader of the defense, with 91 tackles, 
three interceptions and eight pass 
breakups last season. Junior David 
Cooper heads up an experienced line- 
backing group, recording 86 tackles, 
including nine for loss and three 
sacks, in his first year last season as 
a junior college transfer. 

For IU to be more competitive on 
defense, Wilson is looking for better run 
defense, more pressure on the quarter- 
back from the front four, more stops 
on third down and in the red zone and 
more turnovers. 

“Tt’s going to be on the defense 
overall, and specifically the secondary, 
that’s going to make or break us as far as 
becoming a bowl team,” Heban said. 

“Our offense is going to put up 
points. It’s going to be on the defense 
to stop the opponents. I think we 
made incredible strides in the offsea- 
son. Overall, we’ve gotten a lot more 
physical.” 

Could the spotlight on the defense 
become too bright, creating a tremen- 
dous amount of pressure? 

“T don’t think so,” Heban said. : ... Rated the No. 231 overall 
“| think it kind of puts a chip on our 
shoulder, to go out there and try to 
prove people wrong, to prove that we 
can be a great defense.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Senior kicker Mitch Ewald has been 
prolific and accurate. He enters this 


2010 RANKINGS 2011 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 


Scoring 27.2 56 Scoring 21.4 
Rushing 100.3 112 Rushing 161.0 
Passing 287.2 14 Passing 199.4 
Total 387.5 54 Total 360.4 


DEFENSE PER GAME DEFENSE 
Scoring 34.0 Scoring 
Rushing 171.8 Rushing 
Passing 238.3 Pass 
Total 410.2 Total 


TO MARGIN PER GAME TO MARGIN PER GAME 
Ail - 0.58 oi - 0.17 
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MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


a 15.8-yard per catch average. 
.. Finished second in the Big 
Ten in yards per game, tied for 
fourth with six TD receptions 
and seventh in catches per 
game. ... Was voted second-team All-Big Ten by the 
league's media. ... Possesses good combination of size 
(6-3, 215) and speed. ... As prep senior, was rated the 
top receiver in Ohio by OhioVarsity.com. 


EMERGING STAR 


RB Tevin Coleman 

Speedster came out of 
spring practice as No. 1 on 
the depth chart, ahead of vet- 
eran Stephen Houston. ... Was 
used as a backup running 
back and kick returner last 
year as a true freshman. ... 
Led Indiana with 566 yards on 
24 kick returns, including a 
96-yard TD, and his 23.6-yard average ranked third 
in the Big Ten. ... Rushed 51 times for 225 yards 
(4.4 average) and one TD. 


TOP NEWCOMER 
DB Antonio Allen 


One of five Rivals.com four- 
star recruits signed by Indiana, 
Allen figures to push for a 
Starting job in the secondary. 


FORO O eee eee eee eee RHEE EHTS EEE EE TEE EEE TEESE EOEESEEEHEEEOEEE HEED EEE SESE EEEEEEESEE HES ESEEEEEESEEEEEEEEESOE EEE EERE eEeEEee 


prospect in the country by 
Rivals.com. ... A two-time 
Class 5A (large school) All- 
State selection. ... Completed 
his career at Indianapolis’ Ben Davis High School with 
241 tackles. ... Was the first prep player from the state 
to play in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl; he won the 
push-up contest with 76 in one minute. 


2012 RANKINGS 10-YEAR WINNING TREND RESULTS 


4-8, 2-6 
CHFERTE INDIANA STATE 24-17 
Scoring 


Rushing vs. Mass. (Foxborough, Mass.) 45-6 
Passing BALL STATE 39-41 
Total at Northwestern 29-44 
MICHIGAN STATE 27-31 


DEFENSE OHIO STATE 49-52 


Scoring 

Rushing 

Passing " 
Total 463.5 


at Illinois 31-17 
lOWA 24-21 
WISCONSIN 14-62 
at Penn State 22-45 
at Purdue 35-56 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
“3 - 0.25 78 % 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 
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No Regrets Leaving 
Baseball Behind 


ie reg Heban played in the North-South All- 
\AStar football and baseball games follow- 
ing his senior seasons in both sports at Delta 
High School near Muncie, Ind. As a freshman 
at Indiana University, he was a walk-on for the 
baseball team. 

But Heban was so good on the baseball team’s 
intramural flag football team, quarterbacked by 
Indiana baseball coach Tracy Smith, that he be- 
gan to think about trying out for football. 

Heban played sparingly in that first baseball 
season, pitching only 1 1/3 innings, giving up 
two hits and one earned run. 

“| was more of a thrower than a pitcher,” said 
Heban, whose fastball was clocked at 90 mph. 
“| wasn’t very accurate.” 

With Smith’s permission, Heban e-mailed Bill 
Lynch, the Indiana football coach at the time, 
asking to meet with him. During the meeting, 
Heban was invited to the football team’s fall 
camp. So, with no football winter conditioning or 
spring football workouts to prepare him, Heban 
reported to preseason camp in 2010. 

“Once the season started for football, | kind of 
backed off from baseball, because | was having 


so much fun with football,” Heban said. 


Not only was he having fun, he was getting : 


noticed by the coaching staff. So much so that : is brief, but very formidable. Indiana 


he began to think about putting baseball in his : Must travel to Michigan State and 


: Michigan on back-to-back Saturdays 


“It was probably towards the middle to the - anni set beg eg bak a 
end of camp, that first year,” Heban said. “I kind : in aerate = e 
of realized that | might have something here with : 


rearview mirror. 


football, and that | might want to focus on that. 


“in the summer, the conditioning and lifting : 
was so much different. But at the start of fall : 
camp, working my way up from scout teams to : 
special teams, | was definitely surprising myself. 5 
Once | realized | had the potential, | was satisfied.” : 

That first season, he appeared in all 12 : 
games, on special teams and at cornerback, : 
starting four of the final five games. He finished : 
the season with 40 tackles and shared the team : 


lead with five passes broken up. 


He was awarded a football scholarship before : 
the next season, and now, heading into his se- : 
nior year, he’s the leader of the defense at safety. : 

Heban has started 22 games the past two : 
seasons, totaling 153 tackles, with five intercep- 


tions and 14 passes broken up. 


Not surprisingly, he has no regrets about ; 


making the switch to football. 


“Not at all,” Heban said. “I love what I’m : 


doing, soaking in every second of it.” 


: season tied for third on Indiana’s 

: career list with 44 field goals, and his 

: 80 percent success rate (44 of 55) is 

: tops in school history. Ewald has made 
: 82.9 percent (29 of 35) of his attempts 
: in conference play. 


Erich Toth took over the punting du- 


? ties as a freshman last year in week five 
: and punted 48 times for a 39.5-yard av- 
: erage. He needs to improve his distance 
: and become more consistent. 


IU has speed to burn in the return 


? game, with Shayne Wynn and Tevin 

: Coleman. In addition, true freshmen re- 
: cruits Laray Smith and Anthony Young, 
? both high school All-American sprint- 

? ers, figure to be given a close look. 


SCHEDULE | 
The Hoosiers ga with five consecu- 


? tive home games and have eight total in 
: Bloomington, which adds an extra dash 
: of optimism for IU fans. 


IU will play host to Indiana State, 


? Navy, Bowling Green and Missouri, 
: and then begin Big Ten play against 
? Penn State. IU’s other home games 

: are in early November against Min- 
: nesota and Illinois, before closing 

: the regular season against arch-rival 
: Purdue. 


On the flip side, the road schedule 


— Tom Kubat 
SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 12 Record 
Aug. 29 INDIANA STATE 7-4 
Sept. 7 NAVY 8-5 
Sept. 14 BOWLING GREEN 8-5 
Sept. 21 MISSOURI 5-7 
Oct.5 PENN STATE 8-4 
Oct. 12 at Michigan State 7-6 
Oct. 19 at Michigan 8-5 
Nov. 2 MINNESOTA 6-7 
Nov. 9 ILLINOIS 2-10 
Nov. 16 at Wisconsin 8-6 
Nov. 23 at Ohio State 12-0 
Nov. 30 PURDUE 6-7 
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MAC rank: 2 Record: 9-4 


By Doug Zaleski 


MAC record: 6-2 (T-2nd, West) 


Photo by Frank DiBrango 


sisi) 3 


“We're staying very grounded. ... I'm 
pleased with the mature approach 
our guys are taking.” 

— Coach Pete Lembo 


CARDINALS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Pete Lembo — At Ball State 15-10, 2 years; overall: 
94-46, 12 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Rich Skrosky 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jay Bateman 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1996 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 20}! 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 7 offense, 6 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Keith Wenning, TB Jahwan Edwards, 
WR Willie Snead, WR Jamill Smith, TE Zane Fakes, OG Jordan 
Hansel, DE Jonathan Newsome, DT Nathan Ollie 


prolific passing games in the Mid-American Conference. Wenning 
is an effective and smart passer and has a nice group of receivers. 
Edwards provides strong balance in the run game. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: How effective the offense is might 
depend on the development of an offensive line that has four 
new starters, The defense is a concern, too, after being unable to 
consistently contain offenses the past two seasons while giving 
up an average of 485 yards a game. 


OFFENSE 

The components seemingly are in place for Ball 
State to rank again among the top offenses in the 
Mid-American Conference. 

The Cardinals have one of the conference’s top 
quarterbacks in Keith Wenning, 2012 All-MAC 
receivers in Willie Snead and Jamill Smith, and 
a returning 1,000-yard rusher in Jahwan Edwards. 

But the foundation of the offense, which was an 
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important key in the Cardinals ranking second in 
the MAC in total offense (457.2 yards a game) last 
year, is under reconstruction. Ball State lost four 
starting offensive linemen from the 2012 team. 
Guard Jordan Hansel is the only returning starter 
back from that group. 

The development of the new starters will deter- 
mine how effectively Wenning can continue his as- 
sault on the school record book and give Ball State 
a chance to be among the top teams in the MAC. 


DEFENSE 

Stopping teams has been among Ball State’s 
biggest issues, going back to the 2009 season. 
Any improvements that have been made were 
minor in scope. 

Two years ago, the Cardinals ranked last in the 
Mid-American Conference when they allowed more 
than 500 yards a game. Last year, they were 10th 
with a 462.4 average. 

Ball State’s front seven was inadequate in 2012 
at stopping the run. And its secondary, with the 
help of a weak pass rush, gave up yards (255.3) 
and touchdown passes (28) far too easily thanks 
to numerous busted coverages. 

But the defensive line should be better this year. 
End Jonathan Newsome can be a disruptive pass 
rusher, and tackle Nathan Ollie can pressure well 
from the interior while also being a run-stopper. 

The Cardinals have high hopes for MLB Ben 
Ingle to lead a linebacker group that lost three 
starters. He performed well in the spring, but has 
little game experience. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

This area is a main concern for the Cardinals 
after losing All-MAC performers in punter Scott 
Kovanda and placekicker Steven Schott. Their 
replacements weren't identified in spring practice. 

Scott Secor has the inside track on the place- 
kicking job, but he didn’t seal the deal. Competition 
between him and incoming freshman Steve Drida 
will be waged in fall camp. 

Kyle Schmidt came out of spring as the No. 1 
punter, but he has not secured the job. Alex Egan 
and Jason Puhr also are in the mix. 


OVERVIEW 

Ball State played in a bowl game last season, 
only its third postseason trip in the past 16 years. 
Although the Cardinals fell to UCF in the Beef ‘O’ 
Brady’s Bowl, they moved into the discussion as 
one of the better teams in the MAC. To stay at that 
level, the offense has to continue to be one of the 
best in the MAC, and the defense and special teams 
must make huge gains. 


TOP NEWCOMER | 


TE Calvin Blank: Tight ends have a prominent 
role in Ball State’s offense, and Blank, a true fresh- 
man, could find himself in a position to contribute. 
He's 6-4, 234, and is an excellent athlete. 


2013 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2012 RESULTS 2013 SCHEDULE 


= it~ Sit ine i od A ge St 


2012 RANKINGS 


Keith Wenning* 
Jahwan Edwards* 
Willie Snead* 
Jamill Smith* 
Connor Ryan* 
Zane Fakes* 
Matthew Page 
Jalen Schlachter 
Jacob Richard 
Jordan Hansel* 
Drake Miller 


Jonathan Newsome* 
Nathan Ollie* 

Joel Cox 

Nick Miles* 

Julian Boyd 

Ben Ingle 

Christopher Calloway 


P21 | Kyle Schmidt 
*Returning starters in Bold 


Aug. 29 
Sept.7 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 28 
Oct. 5 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 26 
Nov. 6 
Nov. 13 
Nov. 29 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Clemson 
at Indiana 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
at Kent State 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
WESTERN MICHIGAN (OT) 
at Central Michigan 
at Army 
at Toledo 
OHIO 
at Miami (OH) 
St. Petersburg Bowl 
vs. UCF 


PER GAME 
32.0 
207.1 
255.3 
462.4 


PER GAME 
0.23 
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ILLINOIS STATE 


ARMY 


at North Texas 
at Eastern Michigan 


TOLEDO 


at Virginia 
KENT STATE 
at Western Michigan 


at Akron 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Northern Illinois 
MIAMI (OH) 


37-26 
27-52 
41-39 
31-27 
43-45 
23-35 
30-24 
41-30 
30-22 
34-27 
52-27 
31-24 


17-38 


For more coverage of the Hawkeyes, visit iowa.rivals.com 


AT A GLANCE 


2012 RECORD: 
4-8 overall, 2-6 Big Ten (T-5th, Legends) 


COACH: 
Kirk Ferentz — At lowa: 100-74, 14 years; 
overall: 112-95, 17 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
16; 6 offense, 8 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

RB Mark Weisman, WR Kevonte Martin-Manley, 
TE C.J. Fiedorowicz, OT Brandon Scherff, 

DT Carl Davis, LB Christian Kirksey, 

LB James Morris, CB B.J. Lowery 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

lowa puts out strong offensive lines annually, 
and the 2013 group should be solid. Scherff is 
poised to keep lowa’s streak of top-level tack- 
les intact. lowa seems steady at running back, 
led by Weisman. Senior linebackers Kirksey, 


Morris and Anthony Hitchens give lowa’s 
defense a solid core. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The passing game never found footing in 
2012, Greg Davis’ first as lowa’s offensive 
coordinator. This season, there’s the added 
bonus of finding a new quarterback. The 
defensive line was young, inexperienced and 
pushed around in ‘12. It’s roughly the same 
group in 2013. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB James Vandenberg, WR Keenan Davis, 
C James Ferentz, DE Joe Gaglione, 

CB Micah Hyde 


OVERVIEW: 

Ferentz enters his 15th season as lowa’s 
coach with a ton of questions after a 4-8 
record in 2012. On offense, the passing 
game never came together. Defensively, the 
Hawkeyes faded down the stretch and lack 
impact players outside of linebackers. The QB 
competition will last into August. If this team 
earns a bowl game, that will be progress. 


Ferentz’s Seat Warming Up With Modest Expectations 


fter lowa finished 4-8 in 2012 
A- its first sub-.SO0, non-bowl 

season since 2000 — head coach 
Kirk Ferentz fired two offensive assis- 
tants and shuffled the defensive staff. 

The latest staff redo leaves Iowa with 
just three assistants remaining from the 
2009 team that finished 11-2 and won 
the Orange Bowl. 

The Hawkeyes are a collective 11-14 
in the past two seasons, so turnover is 
expected. Ferentz has brought in six 
new assistants, and both coordinators 
have been replaced through natural 
causes (retirement, NFL job). 

The offense struggled massively in 
Greg Davis’ first season as coordinator. 
He came in after a run at Texas that 
included a national title and installed 
a scheme that just didn’t take. Quar- 
terback James Vandenberg went from 
25 touchdown passes in 2011 to seven 
last season. 

Ferentz and Davis met in the imme- 
diate offseason, and it didn’t sound as 
though it was a beer summit. 

“I think the one thing that was really 
clear, Greg has a much better feel for 
where we're at and who we are right 
now,” Ferentz said. 

Iowa's offense could easily be labeled 
as stodgy pro-style, but Davis unleashed 
some zone-read, jet sweep and no-hud- 
dle, hurry-up tempo during the spring. 
The wide receivers also appeared to un- 
derstand sight adjustments better than 
they had at any point in ‘12. It will help 
everyone’s cause if they can avoid the 
string of running back injuries that has 
haunted Ferentz’s club of late. 

On defense, Phil Parker begins his 
second season as coordinator with 
pretty much the same personnel. The 
trick for this defense, which allowed 
opponents to complete 63.5 percent of 
their pass attempts last fall — the high- 


est completion percentage ever against 
Iowa — is to play better team defense. 

“Understand the game,” Parker said. 
“Tt's going to help what they’re trying 
to do. I think we need to do a better 
job of that, so they understand what 
plays they’re going to see instead of 
saying it’s a personnel issue or you’re 
not blitzing enough. It’s about under- 
standing the game.” 

Regardless whether the seat is starting 
to warm for Ferentz, who'll begin his 
15th season in Iowa City, he knows 
there’s pressure. His contract ($3.7 mil- 
lion per year through the 2019 season) 
has become the touch point nationally 
for lowa football. 

He hates 4-8 as much as anyone. 

“I’m not going to try to spin that 
(4-8 in ‘12). That’s like saying, ‘What 
$15 trillion deficit?’” Ferentz said. 

“There is one and it ain’t going away, 
so we've got to knock our deficit down. 
We've got to realize there is one and 
work on that.” 


OFFENSE 


Coming out of fall camp last season, 
there were hints of change for lowa’s 
pro-style offense. During scrimmages, 
there were signs of a no-huddle, hurry- 
up attack, and the Hawkeyes showed 
some zone-read. Wide receivers talked 
about sight adjustments. 

When those approaches didn’t work 
during actual games, Ferentz quickly 
backed away. 

The default for lowa is and always 
will be a muscular running game, 
fueled by an offensive line that 
regularly sends players to the NFL. 

It worked through the first six games, 

when Mark Weisman went from walk- 
on transfer fullback from Air Force to 

running back sensation. 

When Iowa walked off the field at 


ee 
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Mark Weisman 


Photo by Joe Robbins 
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"hale EME ne nO RE 


Michigan State on Oct. 13, the Hawk- 
eyes had two touchdown passes on 
the season while Weisman had eight 
rushing touchdowns. Iowa also sat 
4-2 overall and 2-0 in the Big Ten. But 
Weisman suffered a sprained ankle and 
was limited in the next four games. 
In the next week against Penn State, 
offensive linemen Brandon Scherff 
and Andrew Donnal went down with 
season-ending injuries one play apart. 
lowa’s passing game never got to the 
point where it could help, much less 
carry, the offense. The Hawkeyes lost 
their next six games and enter 2013 with 
the nation’s sixth-longest losing streak. 
For the 2013 offense to work, Iowa 
must find a quarterback from a group 
of three who didn’t take a snap last 
season. When Iowa opens against MAC 
champion and Orange Bowl participant 
Northern Illinois, it will be the first time 
since 2000 the team will start a quarter- 


= 


Anthony Hitchens . ones 
Photo by Scott Boehm 


back who has never taken a snap in 
a college game. 

Sophomore Jake Rudock and junior 
Cody Sokol ran neck-and-neck at No. 2 
last season. Rudock wasn’t ready and 
Sokol took a redshirt as a junior college 
transfer, and so lowa was the only FBS 
school to play one quarterback in 2012. 

Rudock has a grasp of the offense and 
is a strong decision maker. Sokol is more 
athletic. Redshirt freshman C.J. Beath- 
ard also is in this race, which should be 
decided in fall camp. 

The running game is in good shape. 
Weisman was the Hawkeyes’ leading 
rusher last season with 815 yards and 
eight touchdowns. Sophomore Jordan 
Canzeri has shown quick feet after re- 
turning from a torn ACL that sidelined 
him for 2012. Redshirt freshman Mi- 
chael Malloy impressed enough in the 
spring to allow junior Damon Bullock 
time to concentrate on wide receiver. 


SCOUTING REPORT: 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
QB Jake Rudock So. 
RB Mark Weisman* Jr. 


WR Kevonte Martin-Manley* dr. 


Appeared to be slight leader coming out of spring. 
Leading rusher in ‘12, missed most of four games, 
Led lowa with 52 receptions in ‘12. 


The line, led by left tackle Scherff, 
and the tight end position, led by 
senior C.J. Fiedorowicz, should be a 
strength. Those two position groups 
usually are at lowa. Wide receiver, 

a glaring weakness last season, 
is a group that needs to find its way. 


DEFENSE 

Some trends in the numbers show 
slippage. From 2010 to 2006, the 
Hawkeyes ranked No. 2, 5, 2 and 3 in 
Big Ten rush defense. In the past two 
seasons it has been back-to-back No. 7s. 
Forget the numbers, that’s 300 to 700 
more rushing yards a season and the 
difference between 22 and 32 rushing 
touchdowns allowed. 

The heart of Iowa’s defense is the 
trio of senior linebackers. James Morris, 
Christian Kirksey and Anthony Hitch- 
ens have combined for 65 career starts. 

Led by Hitchens’ team-high 124 


Offense 

BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Cody Sokol, Jr. 
Damon Bullock, Jr. 
Jacob Hillyer, So. 


WR Tevaun Smith So. __ Played some as a true frosh; speed potential. Jordan Cotton, Sr. 
TE C.J. Fiedorowicz* Sr. 45 catches were ninth among TEs nationally. Ray Hamilton, Jr. 


TE Ray Hamilton Jr. Solid as. a No. 2, looking for targets. Henry Krieger Coble, So. 
LT Brandon Scherff* Jr. Missed final five games with leg, ankle injuries. Ryan Ward, Fr. 

LG Conor Boffeli Sr. __ First three career starts came late last year. Eric Simmons, So. 

C Austin Blythe’ So. First redshirt frosh OL starter last year since ‘09. Tommy Gaul, Jr. 

RG Andrew Donnal Jr. Made three starts before ACL injury ended ‘12. Jordan Walsh, So. 

RT _ Brett Van Sloten* Sr. __ Leads the OL with 12 career starts, Mitch Keppy, Fr. 

K Mike Meyer* Sr. _ Fifth in program career scoring with 235 points. Marshall Koehn, So. 


“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: 


POS STARTER YH. — COMMENT 


Defense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE — Drew Ott So. Played as a true frosh, but in emergency situation. Riley McMinn, So. 
DT Louis Trinca-Pasat* Jr. Four tackles for loss in first year as starter. Jaleel Johnson, Fr. 
DT Carl Davis Jt. Surprise of the spring, needs to take it to fall. Darian Cooper, So. 
DE Dominic Alvis* Sr. He's the Hawkeyes’ best pure pass rusher. Faith Ekakitie, Fr. 

LB —_ James Morris* Sr. Four-year starter at middle linebacker. Quinton Alston, Jr. 
LB Christian Kirksey" Sr. __ Two INT returns for TD last season. Travis Perry, So. 

LB Anthony Hitchens* Sr. Led Big Ten with 124 tackles in 2012. Cole Fisher, So. 

CB CBJ. Lowery” Sr. Second-year starter; slowed by injury last season. Maurice Fleming, Fr. 
CB Jordan Lomax So. Missed 2012 after shoulder surgery. Sean Draper, So. 

SS Nico Law* Jr. Missed chunks of spring with an undisclosed injury. John Lowdermilk, Jr. 
FS Tanner Miller* Sr, __ Four career INTs; looking for rebound in 2013. Anthony Gair, Fr. 

P Connor Kornbrath* So. Ninth in the Big Ten with 37.9 yards per punt. Jonny Mullings, Jr. 


*Returning Starter 
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3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Nathan Bazata 


Reggie Spearman 
The Chicago native 
had an interesting 
recruitment. He ver- 
bally committed to 
Indiana and Illinois 
before settling on the 
Hawkeyes just before 


Signing Day. lowa has i 
a big need at lineback- i 


er following the 2013 
season and the three- 


star ‘backer will get an 


opportunity to play 
early on in his career. 


TT 62 20 O06 


Damond Powell 
The Hawkeyes have 
a huge need at wide 
receiver and they 
dipped into the JUCO 
ranks to land Powell 
out of Snow Junior 
College in Utah. The 
Ohio native averaged 
more than 30 yards 
per reception in his 
sophomore year and 
scored 14 touch- 
downs. He should 


have an opportunity to 


play this fall for lowa. 


Howells, NE 


Nathan Bazata 
The 6-2, 270-pound 
prospect from 
Howells, Neb., is a 
three-star prospect, 
according to Rivals. 
com. He had 24 
quarterback sacks 
and 50 tackles for 
loss in his prep 
career. 


Se] 


Howells 


The 6-2, 270-pound prospect from Howells, Neb., is a three-star prospect, according to 
Rivals.com. He had 24 quarterback sacks and 50 tackles for loss in his prep career. As a 
junior, Bazata racked up 115 tackles and nine sacks playing eight-man football. 


Ike Tt 65 ooo Falls, IA Cedar Falls 
The three-star prospect spent part of his prep career as a QB. Switched to TE as a 
senior and had 33 receptions for 452 yards. 


LeShun Daniels RB O5-11 ooo Warren, OH Harding 
Originally committed to Boston College. Switched to lowa late. Three-star prospect 
rushed for 1,641 yards and 15 TDs in his senior year. 


Colin Goebel OL #64 25 O00 Naperville, IL Naperville North 
Three-star prospect, according to Rivals.com. The offensive line prospect played for 
Team USA in the International Bowl and was first-team all-state as a senior. 


Brant Gressel TT 62 20 O00 Centerville, OH Centerville 
Three-star prospect according to Rivals.com had 72 tackles and eight quarterback 
sacks from the defensive tackle position in his final two years of high school. 


Andre Harris A &11 17 O06 Kirkwood, MO Kirkwood 
The three-star athlete played WR and DB in high school. Was named first-team all-state 
as a senior. 


Josey Jewell 1B 62 20 oO Decorah, IA Decorah Senior 
Was named first-team All-Elite by the Des Moines Register. Played RB and LB in high 
school with 100 tackles in his senior year. 


Anjeus Jones WR 63 19 OO Dallas, TX South Oak Cliff 
The three-star prospect earned second-team all-district honors as a senior and was a 
team captain. Caught 23 passes for 390 yards and seven touchdowns his senior year 
at South Oak Cliff High School. 


John Kenny 1B 62 2100 OO60 IN Carmel 
Named to The ig Star Super Team as a senior and first-team all-state. Had 98 
tackles, including 14 for loss as a senior. 


Desmond King Crockett 
Three-star prospect was first-team all-state as a junior and senior. Played RB and DB 
in high school. Career leader in Michigan prep history with 29 interceptions. 


DB Stl 1% OOO Detroit, Ml 


Derrick Mitchell J. ATH 60 18 O00 St Louis, MO Vashon 
Played WR, RB, QB and DB in high school. Three-star prospect scored 14 touchdowns 
in his senior year and rolled up 1,400 yards of total offense. 


Committments 
Average Stars 


OO6066 
OOGGS 
OOGGS 
OO6GS 


Total Stars 


by 148.2 e—e f 


Akrum Wadley 
The Hawkeyes found 
out about Wadley late 
in the process after 
an old New Jersey 
recruiting connection 
alerted them of the 
speedy athlete. 
Wadley is the dynam- 
ic athlete that lowa 
needs in the program 
and he could end up 
playing running back, 
wide receiver, or per- 
haps defensive back. 


National Rank Tied:53 Big Ten Tied: 8 


2014 NEEDS: kirk Ferentz said after 


Signing Day that the priorities for the next recruiting 
class would begin with the defensive line, specifically 
defensive end. lowa missed on a couple of prospects, 
so they will be looking for instant impact players off 
the edge. They will also be focused in at linebacker, 
with three seniors graduating this season. The other 
priority will be on the offensive line, where four 
seniors graduate this year. More specifically, lowa 
will be targeting offensive tackles in the Class of 2014. 
— By Tom Kakert, HawkeyeReport.com/Rivals.com 


school 


Jonathan Parker RB O50 188 OO St. Louis, MO Christian Brothers 
All-state selection in his senior year, ran for more than 1,100 yards and 18 touchdowns 
this season. He also had 13 catches for 223 yards and the lowa coaching staff likes his 
receiving skills. 


Damond Powell WR 511 175 OOO Ephraim, UT Snow College 
The Ohio native averaged more than 30 yards per reception in his sophomore year and 
scored 14 touchdowns. He should have an opportunity to play this fall for lowa. 


Malik Rucker BB HH 15 OOO New Hope, MN Cooper 
The three-star prospect according to Rivals.com had 83 tackles, five forced fumbles, 
and three interceptions as a senior. 


Nic Shimonek 64 205 O80 Corsicana, TX Independent 
Finalist for player of the year in Texas in his senior year. Threw for 2,714 yards and 
33 touchdowns in his senior season. 


Reggie Speaman 1B 62 219 O00 cago, IL Simeon 
lowa has a big need at linebacker following the 2013 season and the three-star ‘backer 
will get an opportunity to play. 


Akrum Wadley NJ 
Wadley is the dynamic athlete that lowa needs in the program and he could end up 
playing running back, wide receiver, or defensive back. 


RB 5-10 180 OO 


Solomon Warfield DB 60 17 O00 Cleveland, OH St Edward 
Earned first-team All-Ohio honors as a senior. Recorded 81 tackles and one interception 
in his final year of high school. 


Sean Welsh Oo 63 25 ooo Springhoro, OH 

Named Offense-Defense All American as a senior and second-team all-state in Ohio. 
As a senior, Welsh led Springboro High School to a 10-1 record, paving the way for 
more than 300 rushing yards per game. 


Derrick Willies WR 63 #19 OOO Rock Island, IL Rock Island 
Selected to play in the International Bowl as a senior. Caught 56 passes for 877 yards 
and 10 touchdowns in his senior season. 


Jon Wisnieski Tt 65 214 OOO West Des Moines, 1A _ Dowling 
Three-star prospect was named to the first-team All-Elite squad in his senior year. 
As a senior, Wisnieski finished with 24 catches for 234 yards and 4 touchdowns in 
leading West Des Moines Dowling to a 9-3 record. 
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HAWKEYES SPRING ROSTER 


Connor Kornbrath P 6-6 240 So. Bridgeport, WV 


Quinton Alston 


232 Jt. 


9 Dominic Alvis 


OL 64 265 Sr. 


Casey Kreiter LS 6-3 250 Sr. DeWitt 


Henry Krieger Coble TE 6-4 245 So. Mount Pleasant 


Kyle Anderson 


QB 6-3 210 So. 


C.J, Beathard 


QB 62 195 Fr. 
OL 63 300 So. 


Franklin, TH 


Nico Law DB 61 200 Jr. Clinton, MD 


Ruben Lile DB 6-3 210 Fr. Detroit, MI 


Austin Blythe 
Conor Boffeli 


OL 6-5 295 St. 


_Miliamsburg_ 
West Des Moines 


Jordan Lomax DB 5-10 195 So. Upper Marlboro, MD 
John Lowdermik DB 6-2 207 Jr. 


S/8|R/21S |2/8 


Kevin Buford 


DB 5-10 180 So, 


Damon Bullock — 


RB 6-0 200 J 


Canton, MI 


BJ. Lowery DB 5-11 193 Sr _ Cincinnati, OH 


Carlton, 


Mansfield, TX. 


Torrey Campbell DB 5-11 188 So. 


Jordan Canzeri 


RB 5-9 192 So, 


_Naples, FL 


isiz 
o 


)_Nathan Lyman OL 63 265 Sr Grundy Center 


Greg Mabin DB 6-2 190 Fr. FortLauderdale, FL 


_Troy, NY 


Nolan MacMillan OL 6-6 294 Sr. 


60 Jalen Chambers OL 6-5 288 Fr. 


50 Drew Clark 


Bellevue 


Michael Malloy RB 6-0 215 Fr. Sioux City 


OL 64 288 Sr, 


55 Marcus Collins B60 222 Je 


97_Darian Cooper _ 


DL 6-2 280 So. 


Marion 


Kevonte Martin-Manley WR 6-0 205 Jr. Pontiac, MI 


Toronto, Ontario 


Yeadon, PA 


Riley McCarron WR 5-9 182 Ft. Dubuque 


etridge, MD 


23 _Jordan Cotton _ 


WR G1 192 Sr 


Mount Pleasant 


_ Riley McMinn 
Nate Meier DE 6-2 235 So. 


34 Adam Cox 
64 Cole Croston 


Chana, IL 


DE 6-7 260 So. Rochester, IL 


FB 5-1 215 So. 


OL 65 250 Fr 


71 Cari Davis 


__Seargeant Bluf 


Mike Meyer = PKs 6-2 190 Sr. 
Tanner Miller DB 62 207 Sr 


DL 6-5 315 Jr. Sterling Heights, MI 


James Morris s 


38_Andre Dawson _ 


RB 6-1 220 J. 


Cedar Rapids 


LB 6-2 240 Sr. 
Jonny Mullings P 


78 Andrew Donnal 
7__ Sean Draper 


OL €7_ 305 


Monclova, OH 


Jeremy Nelson LB 6-2 217 ‘Fr 


DB 6-0 180 So. 


87 Jake Duzey — 


TE 6-4 245 So. 


Cleveland, OH 


Dayo Ogundepo DB 5-10 191 Fr_ 


Troy, MI 


Drew ot DL 6-4 265 So _Gillne, NE 


56 Faith Ekakitie 
54 Steve Ferentz 


OL 63 287 Fr 
OL 6-2 220 Fr 


86 C.J. Fedorowicz 


TE 6-7 265 Sr 


‘Brampton, Ontario 


Travis Perry «LB. G-3_-232_‘So. Urbandale 


6-3 212 Jt. Canberra, Australia 
Jackson, NE_ 
__St. Pau, MIN 


lowa City 


Macon Plewa FB 6-2 234 So. Franklin, WI 


Johnsburg, 


26 Cole Fisher 


OLB 6-2 228 So. 


Omaha, NE 


“WilRathjen ———DL_<6-3_ 265 
Jake Rudock 0B 6-3 205 So. 


28 Maurice Fleming 0B 6-0 188 Fr. 


50 Palmer Foster 


OLB 6-3 220 Jn 


Chicago, IL 


Brandon Schertf OL 6-5 310 Jr. 


Davenport _ 


Reid Sealby OL 6-4 275 Fr 


12_ Anthony Gair 
57 Tommy Gaul 


46 Chad Gilson 


_0B_ 62 200 fr. 


Plano, TX 


Dalton Shaull 6-1 213 Fr. 


Bb ot mk 


OL 6-3 277 Jn 


‘Dos Moines. 
Urbandale 


40 Berkley Grimm 


FB O5-11 235 So. 


18 Alden Haffer PK 5-9 209 Jr 


9 Blake Haluska 
82_ Ray Hamilton 


WR 64 210 de 


lowa City 


1S (TN /S la iSj/F |S l/R (BiG la |F (7 |S |K|¥ |B l= |B lala 


6-3 200 Sr 
62 295 So. 
6-0 200 So. 


West Des Moines 
Carroll 


_5-10_190_Sr_Nortt 


4 Tevaun Smith 62 200 So. 


TE 65 252 Jr 


98 Mike Hardy 


DL 65 25 Jn 


__ Strongsville, OH 


19 Cody Sokol 62 215 J 


Appleton, WI 


49. Melvin Spears 


3_ Barkley Hil 


RB 6-0 «6218 = Fr. 


Denver 


17 Jacob Hillyer 
Anthony Hitchens 


__WR 6-4 205 So. 


"Somerset, TX. 


20 Andrew Stone 
11 David Tann 


LB 6-1 233 Sr. 


Lorain, OH 


51 Laron Taylor _ 


Alex Imming 


WR 6-3 207 Ft 


_Stoux City” 


Jalel Johnson 


47 John Kenny OLB 2210 


74_ Mitch Keppy 
92 Will Kincart 


DL 6-4 310 Fr 


Lombard, IL. 


90 Louis Trinca-Pasat DL 63 
75_Dean Tsopanides 


OL 65 295 Fr 


___ Carmel, IN 


70_ Brett Van Sloten 


Port Byron, IL 


91. D.Venckus-Cucchiara DL 


DL 6-3 245 Fr. 


Bloomfield 


65 Jordan Walsh OL ._ Glendale Heights, IL 


20 Christian Kirksey 


(Bo 6-2 235 Sr. 


St. Louis, MO 


46 George Kittle 


1 Marshall Koehn 


TE 6-4 225 FF. 


Norman, OK 


73_ Ryan Ward 
45 Mark Weisman 


Homer Glen, IL 
Buffalo Grove, IL 


PK 6-0 195 So, 


Solon 


17 Brent Wilker 


Dubuque 


69 RyanKolka 


LS 6-0 210 So. 


St Charles, 


89 Cameron Wilson 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 

U) —_~PASSING J. Vandenberg 12 107.7 223 389 8 57.3 2249 7 51 187.4 
= SaaS scc escauenscs tes HERETO Este TTT ETRE teeaas Footie neateemeaotonsazssotmeansacroreeetenaaeetcte 
= GP No. Yards Avg 1D Long Avg/G 
w K. Martin-Manley 12 52 «571 «11.0 2 51 47.6 

RECEIVING K. Davis 12 47 «#571 121 1 38 (47.6 
a C.J.Fiedorowicz 12 45 «4330Cso9.6 1 45 36.1 
=] GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD Long Avo/6 
QO M. Weisman 10 #159 #837 #22 815 51 8 44 815 
— RUSHING D. Bullock 6 135 540 27 513 38 3 27) «855 
= G. Garmon 10 38 132 10 122 32 0 12 122 
QO Tackles: A. Hitchens 124, J. Morris 113, C. Kirksey 95 
a DEF, LEADERS —_72°kles for loss: J. Morris 9, J. Gaglione 9, A. Hitchens 5.5 


Sacks: J. Gaglione 5, D. Alvis 3, C. Kirksey 2 
Interceptions: C. Kirksey 2, T. Donatell 2, G, Castillo 2 


NOTEBOOK 


lake Rudock didn’t take a snap during his redshirt 

freshman season. It wasn't because he didn’t want to. 

The 6-3, 205-pound sophomore had his helmet on 
and chin strap buckled against Minnesota, but it 
didn't happen. He never made it that close to game 
action again. Of course, he wanted to play. 

“Yeah,” Rudock said in the “no duh” kind of way. 
“Not playing for two years, you definitely want to play. 
That's the fire in all the guys here.” 

lowa’s passing game struggled. Quarterback 
James Vandenberg struggled. And Rudock sat. lowa 
was the only FBS school to play just one quarterback 
last season. 

“It is what it is,” said Rudock, who shared snaps 
all spring with junior Cody Sokol and redshirt fresh- 
man C.J. Beathard. “| think the way coach (Kirk) 
Ferentz handled it was good. He showed a lot of 
loyalty to James. Coaches don’t listen to fans, 
no matter what people think.” 

Rudock is right. It is what it is and now lowa goes 
into 2013 with a three-man race at quarterback — 
with no one having taking a snap in a college game. 

© lowa running back has been a quagmire in 
recent seasons. The Hawkeyes hit bottom in 2012, 
which saw three backs transfer, one leave for disci- 
plinary reasons and two others suffer torn ACLs. 

So far, so good in 2013. Junior Mark Weisman, 
a 236-pounder, returns after leading lowa in rushing. 
Sophomore Jordan Canzeri returned after suffering 
a torn ACL. Redshirt freshman Michael Malloy, 
a 6-0, 215-pounder, emerged from spring as one of 
the offense’s more intriguing prospects. 

“History has proven we will need all the help we 
can get at running back,” Ferentz said. 

¢ Damon Bullock began his career as a running 
back. He was switched to wide receiver and then went 
back to running back after injuries forced the move. 

Now, it sounds as though he might find his way 
back to wide receiver. 

“Right now we haven't introduced it to during 
the spring game or anything, but when practice is 
going and no media is around, I'm always around 
the receivers,” said Bullock, who rushed for 513 
yards last season. 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


On the offense: “Its offensive line is going to be 
one of the better ones. Brandon Scherff may be the 
best offensive lineman in the Big Ten. It’s no sur- 
prise they're built well in the offensive line; that's 
kind of who they are.” 

On the state of the program: “This is a com- 
pletely revamped staff. It's kind of like a new 
beginning for the lowa team and program. | think 
we'll see the offense evolve. They ran a hurry-up 
offense in the spring game, although they ran from 
traditional formations. They're a little bit more of a 
multiple defense than they were, but | think their 
biggest challenge might be their defensive line.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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James Morris 
\ Photo by Joe Robbins : 


N 


stops, these three linebackers totaled 
332 tackles in 2012 — 36 percent of 
the team total. Last season was the first 
since 2007 that Iowa’s three linebackers 
led the team in tackles. 

Maybe no stat shows how much 
lowa’s philosophy — a 4-3 base that 
defensive wizard Norm Parker installed 
in 1999 — depends on the D-line for 
a steady pass rush. It’s not a be-all, end- 
all number, but in 2009, Iowa’s D-line 
combined to collect 28 sacks and the 
Hawkeyes won 11 games, including the 
Orange Bowl. In 2008, that number was 


13 and Iowa won eight games. 

The 8.5 sacks from last season were 
the fewest by an Iowa D-line in the 
past six years. End Joe Gaglione led the 
Hawkeyes with five and he graduated. 

Senior end Dominic Alvis is the 
returning sack leader with three. He 
has some solid pass-rush moves. Big 
defensive tackle Carl Davis could be a 
surprise if his spring carries into the fall. 
He showed great burst to go with his 
6-5, 315-pound frame. The end opposite 
Alvis is in “open casting call” mode. 

Iowa’s best bet at improvement might 
be buying into the team concept, keep- 
ing leverage and, thus, keeping contain. 
Iowa had its problems here last season. 

Northwestern and quarterback Kain 
Colter rolled up 349 rushing yards, 
the most against Iowa since the 2000 
season. The Hawkeyes likely will face six 
quarterbacks adept in the zone-read this 
season, including Colter, Ohio State’s 
Braxton Miller and Northern Illinois’ 
Jordan Lynch. 

Phil Parker coached Iowa’s secondary 
for 13 seasons before his promotion to 
coordinator last season. With Parker’s 
focus on the overall defense and not 
just the secondary, opposing quarter- 
backs completed 63.5 percent of their 
passes. Since leading the Big Ten in 
yards per pass attempt in 2009 
(5.2 yards per), lowa has allowed 
6.3, 7.2 and 7.3 last season. 

Senior free safety Tanner Miller needs 
to regain form, while cornerback B.J. 
Lowery could be an NFL draft pick with 
a big season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


New assistant coach Chris White 
spent the past four seasons as special 
teams assistant with the Minnesota 
Vikings, and he will be the first coach 
in Ferentz’s 15 seasons with “special 


APR meee teen eee meee eee eee eee eee ee eee ee esse eee eeeeee 
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BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


TE C.J. Fiedorowicz 

The 6-7, 265-pounder played 
as a true freshman and didn't 
Catch a pass. As a sophomore, 
he caught 16, and then last 
season he took off with 45 
catches, third on the team and 
a top-five season for an lowa 
tight end. ... Earned honorable 
mention All-Big Ten from 
coaches and league media. ... His eight catches for 99 
yards at Michigan were the most receptions in a game 
by an lowa player last season. 


OT Brandon Scherff 

The 6-5, 315-pounder settled 
in nicely at LT, starting the first 
seven games last season. ... In 
Week 7, he suffered a dislocat- 
ed ankle and broken fibula. ... 
His ankle was twisted the 
wrong direction, but once it 
was somewhat set, he waved 
his arms and tried to get the 
Kinnick Stadium crowd back into the game. ... The two 
LTs he followed at lowa were first-round draft picks: 
Bryan Bulaga and Riley Reiff. 


WR Tevaun Smith 

Played little as a true fresh- 
man, catching three passes 
for 31 yards. ... This spring, 
the 6-2, 200-pounder worked 
his way to the top of the 
depth chart and holds the 
starting spot opposite senior 
Kevonte Martin-Manley going 
into fall camp. ... Originally 
from Toronto, he spent a year in prep school and 
turned 20 in January. ... Participated in USA vs. World 
All-American game. 


2010 RANKINGS 2011 RANKINGS 2012 RANKINGS 10-YEAR WINNING TREND prt 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK Stair 
. Northern I AL - 
Scoring 289 50 | Scoring 275 58 | Scoring 193 111 . _- rae } cae 
Rushing 148.4 70 Rushing 137.7 79 Rushing 123.0 101 
Passing 234.5 49 | Passing 234.8 59 | Passing 187.4 99 W NORTHERN IOWA == 27-16 
Total 382.9 57 Total 372.5 76 | Total 310.4 114 L_ CENTRAL MICHIGAN 31-32 
WwW MINNESOTA 31-13 
DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK W. at Michigan State (20T) 19-16 
Scoring 17.0 7 Scoring 23.9 46 Scoring 22.9 33 L PENN STATE 14-38 
Hea) 2k. males ean. eal loca Macatee Li atfirtwestem | 17-28 
song : _ ee L at Indiana 21-24 
: 2 i 4 
Total 332.1 25 | Total 378.9 60 | Total 381.6 9 i peas rae 
TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK L at Michigan 17-42 
+13 + 1.00 7 +1 + 0.08 49 +12 + 1.00 13 % 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100] L NEBRASKA 7-13 
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NFL Within Reach For 


Emerging Fiedorowicz 


(5° to eBay and search “C.J. Fiedorowicz.” 
What you will find are sports cards and 
collectibles from the lowa tight end’s appearance 
in the 2009 U.S. Army All-American Bowl. Never 
mind that this was nearly four years ago now. 

This is part of the deal when you go into col- 
lege with goliath dimensions (6-7, 265) and even 
bigger expectations. 

There are Fiedorowicz-autographed cards, 
some with jersey swatches from the Army Bowl, 
on eBay going from 99 cents to $39.99. It’s not 
something Fiedorowicz walks around and basks 
in. He didn’t even know about it until a reporter 
brought it up during a line of questions. 

“| bid on your rookie card the other day on 
eBay. You know you have a rookie card?” the 
reporter said. 

“How do | have a rookie card already?” 
Fiedorowicz asked. 

“It's an Army rookie card.” 

“Oh, the rookie card from the Army game.” 

“Yeah, it’s going for 40 bucks on eBay. A lot of 
people are looking for you, man.” 

“Good stuff,” Fiedorowicz said, somewhat 
bemused. 

The “good stuff,” for Fiedorowicz happened 


teams” in his title. White is also run- 
ning backs coach and he will have help 
on special teams units, but there is 


: a renewed emphasis. 


Kicker Mike Meyer and punter Con- 


: nor Kornbrath return. Meyer made 17 

? of 21 field-goal attempts last season, 

: good for third in the Big Ten with an 

: 81.0 percentage. He started the season 

: 14 of 15. Kornbrath was a true freshman 
: who finished ninth in the Big Ten with 
; 37.9 yards per punt — a number that 

: needs to improve. 


Senior Jordan Cotton led the Big Ten 


? in kick return average at 28.2 yards on 
: 19 attempts. He also was solid as a gun- 
: ner in kick coverage. He's set up for 

: a special teams MVP-type of season. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Iowa opens at Kinnick Stadium 


? against Northern Illinois. It’s a big 

: step out of the blocks for a Hawkeyes 
? team that finished 4-8 and lost five 

H games at Kinnick for the first time 

: since 1999, when Ferentz finished 


? 1-10 in his first season. 


during his junior season. After catching one pass : 
at Michigan State on Oct. 13, Fiedorowicz went : 
on a binge, hauling in an average of 4.8 passes : 
per game over the final six weeks. 

Fiedorowicz finished the season with 45 re- : 
ceptions for 433 yards and a touchdown, tying H 
for ninth nationally in receptions for tight ends. As : 
far as lowa tight ends go, Marv Cook caught 63 : 
in 1988 and 49 in ‘87; Dallas Clark caught 43 in : 
2002; and Scott Chandler had 47 in ‘05 and 46 in : 
‘06. All three graduated to productive NFL careers. : 

The NFL has all along been sort of the carrot ; 
and the stick for Fiedorowicz. Head coach Kirk Fe- 3 
rentz caught Fiedorowicz sort of jogging through : 
a drill during his freshman year and reminded the 
tight end that’s not how they doitinthe NFL. 

Message received. : 

“Whenever he says something, you've got to : 
take it to heart,” Fiedorowicz said. “It’s always : 
good advice.” 3 

lowa offensive line coach Brian Ferentz : 
worked with New England Patriot tight ends Rob : 
Gronkowski and Aaron Hernandez before joining ; 
his father at lowa last season. Again, carrot-and- : 
stick approach in regard to NFL talk. ; 

“Whatever he becomes, | think that’s up to 
him,” Brian Ferentz said. “I'll say this, he has a ; 
physical skill set that is impressive, but | think ; 
what's important is that he goes out and demon- : 
strates it on a daily basis here first.” ; 


The schedule includes nine bowl 


? teams plus Ohio State, which finished 

: 12-0 last season but wasn’t bowl-eligible 
: due to NCAA penalties. That game also 

: is at Ohio State, where Iowa hasn’t won 
: since 1991, a stretch of six meetings. 


Iowa also renews its series with Wis- 


: consin. Since the teams last faced each 


other in 2010 (a 31-30 Badgers’ win), 
Wisconsin has been to three Rose bowls. 
— Marc Morehouse 


SCHEDULE 


D Opponent 12 Record 
Aug. 31 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 12-2 
Sept. 7 MISSOURI STATE 3-8 
Sept. 14 at lowa State 6-7 
Sept.21 WESTERN MICHIGAN 4-8 
Sept. 28 at Minnesota 6-7 
Oct. 5 MICHIGAN STATE 7-6 
Oct. 19 at Ohio State 12-0 
Oct. 26 NORTHWESTERN 10-3 
Nov. 2 WISCONSIN 8-6 
Nov. 9 at Purdue 6-7 
Nov. 23 MICHIGAN 8-5 
Nov. 30 at Nebraska 10-4 
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BOWLING GREEN | FALCONS 


MAC rank: 7 Record: 8-5 MAC record: 6-2 (2nd, East) Stadium: Perry Stadium (24,000) By Bob Narang 


Samuel’s loss would be a big blow after he rushed for 
998 yards and 11 touchdowns as a sophomore. 


Clawson expects several promising incoming = 
recruits, including Fred Coppet and Marcus Levy, Sr. 
to vie for carries if Samuel doesn’t return. So. 

Bowling Green is swelling with talent at offensive [7] = 
line, wide receiver and tight end. The Falcons have = So. 
a surplus of tall wide receivers, led by Chris Gallon F Sr. 
and Shaun Joplin. Tight end Alex Bayer is a threat & HT actpeenranenn EA 
in the passing game. Christian Piazza So. 

Senior left guard Dominic Flewellyn, a third- rs 
team All-MAC selection in 2012, headlines a line Ww Bryan Thomas* 260 
with four returning starters. 5 Jarius Campbell 310 

wi Ted Ovellet* 282 
DEFENSE Sete 
2 The defense looks solid with nine starters return- * Paul Swan* 230 
2 ing from a group that ranked sixth in the FBS in m DJ. Ce Ral ‘- 
g total defense, allowing 296.6 yards per game. The rs) Darrell Hunter Il* 5-8 177 
3 two lost starters, though — defensive tackle Chris N 5 213 
= Jones (the MAC Defensive Player of the Year) +10 198 
: wv and three-time all-conference linebacker Dwayne 
= lan Cia ie Woods — leave big holes. 98 | TylerTate 5-175 
les gg cssile Defensive ends Charlie Walker and Bryan P95. | BranSchmiedebusch* 6-3) 226 
Thomas form a solid pair ready to take the next *Retuming starter 
“Bowling Green has everything to step in their development. Jarius Campbell and 
take the next step. They can be really Ted Ouellet form the nucleus of a group of 10 play- Aug. 29 
good, especially with that defense.” ers that Ae bs tate playing time last season = sy ee at Saxe 
= among the front four. I - 
Anosiymeus MAC head conch Linebacker Gabe Martin was all over the field last 2 Sept. 21 MURRAY STATE 
season in earning first-team All-MAC honors in his Sept. 28 AKRON 
FALCONS at a GLANCE first year as a artes ba oct.s MASSACHUSETTS 
COACH: Dave Clawson — At Bowling Green: 22-28, 4 years The Falcons finished 13th in the country in pass- hb Oct. 12 at Mississippi State 
OVERALL: 80-77, 12 years ing yards allowed last season. The loss of Jones ug Oct-26 TOLEDO 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Warren Ruggiero and Woods puts more pressure on an experienced fey Nov.5 at Miami (OH) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Elko secondary overflowing with depth. Boo Boo Gates Ds) Nov. 12 OHIO 
TACT LEAGUE TITLE: 1992 and Cameron Truss are coming off stellar seasons, Nov. 23 at Eastern Michigan 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 201) while Ryland Ward and Darrell Hunter round out Nov. 29 at Buffalo 
RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 9 offense, 9 defense, punter perhaps the best secondary in the conference. 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Matt Schilz, WR Chis Gallon, L at Florida E27 
WR Shaun Joplin, LG Dominic Flewellyn, DT Ted Ouellet, SPECIAL TEAMS w IDAHO 21413 
LB Gabe Martin, SS Boo Boo Gates, CB Cameron Truss Clawson points to the need for more game-turn- ¢ at Toledo 15-27 
ey TTT OLR FI | _ ing plays from his special teams to help the team = L at Virginia Tech 0-37 
the conference. Flewellyn leads a talented and experienced unit. jj t@Xe the next step. The Falcons must find a play- RHODE ISLAND 48-8 
Gallon and Joplin headline a much-improved wide receiver corps. maker at kickoff and punt returner. Punter Brian i ow StARrOn 24-10 
The defense returns nearly the entire unit from last year’s top | Schmiedebusch boomed 18 punts over 50 yards re w MIAMI (OH) 3792 
ranked conference group. The secondary is loaded with all the and put 24 punts inside the opponents’ 20. Tyler uw 
starters and reserves coming back. Tate made 7 of 10 field goal attempts last season. x iy i ets oe. 
PRIMARY PROBLEMS: The Falcons hadn't settled on a quarter- N Ww EASTERN MICHIGAN 24-3 
back after spring practice, with Schilz and Matt Johnson locked in =) Ms 
a heated battle. Anthon Samuel's status also remained clouded, OVERVIEW N My poe wae 
and that heavily impacts the running back position for an offense The Falcons possess most of the ingredients L KENT STATE 24-31 
with a top-tier offensive line. The offense lacked big-play ability for another winning season with a shot at the East W __ vs. Buffalo (Columbus, OH) 21-7 
last season — and that was with Samuel. Division title and bowl bid. But the Falcons enter Military Bow! 


fall camp with Schilz not locked in as the starter at vs. San Jose State 20-29 
quarterback, which is an area to watch. The sched- 
ule, for the second straight year, helps matters with 


OFFENSE the possibility of building momentum with some 
Bowling Green enters fall camp without a clear- relatively easy stretches. 
cut starter at quarterback. Senior Matt Schilz threw 


for 2,585 yards and 14 touchdowns last season, but 

the offense stalled at times due to his 12 intercep- TOP NEWCOMER 
tions. Matt Johnson brings a different element with 
his athleticism and running ability. 

Another pressing matter is the status of tailback 
Anthon Samuel. Coach Dave Clawson remained qui- 
et through the spring on Samuel after he left school 
to attend to a family matter following the bowl game. 


RB Fred Coppet: A big-time recruit out of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas High School in Fort Lauderdale, 


Coppet has the speed and shiftiness to nudge his 
way to the front of the open tailback spot. The 5-9, 
175-pounder can catch passes and return kickoffs. 


2012 RANKINGS 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+4 + 0.31 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Al Borges 


AT A GLANCE 


2012: 
8-5 overall, 6-2 Big Ten (2nd, Legends) 


COACH: 
Brady Hoke — At Michigan, 19-7, 2 years; 
overall: 66-57, 10 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
9; 4 offense, 4 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Devin Gardner, RB Fitzgerald Toussaint, 
RB Derrick Green, WR Amara Darboh, 

LT Taylor Lewan, DE Frank Clark, 

LB Brennen Beyer 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

With Al Borges able to truly run a pro-style 
offense for the first time, expect Gardner 

to flourish. Gardner started the final five 
games of the season and put up impressive 
numbers. With an athletic group of receivers 
to work with, Gardner could make the 


Wolverines’ passing game explosive. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 
Fitzgerald had an impressive 1,000-yard 
rushing campaign two years ago, but 

had only half of that last year before 
breaking his leg. Green, the nation’s No. 
1-ranked tailback according to Rivals.com, 
needs to help. With Jake Ryan out for at 
least part of the season, linebacker is 
Michigan’s biggest question mark. 


KEY LOSSES: 
QB Denard Robinson, WR Roy Roundtree, 
LB Kenny Demens, S Jordan Kovacs 


OVERVIEW: 

The Wolverines should be considered 
among the favorites in the Legends Division, 
hoping to make their first appearance in the 
Big Ten Championship Game. A home game 
against Notre Dame looms in the second 
week. With a win there, the Wolverines 
should be able to build momentum for 

a tough second-half of the season. 


MICHIGAN 


WOEVERINES 


For more coverage of the Wolverines, visit michigan.rivals.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Greg Mattison 


STADIUM: Michigan Stadium: 107,501 


Gardner Era Brings New-Look Offense to Ann Arbor 


| Borges has been biding his 
Ai patiently waiting to un- 

leash the pro-style offense he 
brought to Ann Arbor when he joined 
Brady Hoke’s staff three years ago. 

Having Denard Robinson as the Wol- 
verines’ built-in offensive centerpiece 
forced Borges to drift out of his comfort 
zone and into a realm that highlighted 
the speedy quarterback’s very capable 
running abilities. 

Knowing what he had in Robinson 
made adjusting easier for Borges. But 
he knew in time, he would be able to 
return to his play-calling roots. 

So when an injury to Robinson moved 
Devin Gardner into the starting role 
midway through last season, it allowed 
Borges to begin to transition back to what 
he knew best. Finally, he could operate 
with a quarterback built for his preferred 
offensive scheme, one that he has per- 
fected throughout his coaching career. 

And just like that, Borges felt at 
home again. 

“T feel like Borges is much more com- 
fortable running this kind of offense than 
he’s been running for the last however 
many years,” left tackle Taylor Lewan said. 

After spending the past three seasons 
running a hybrid formation grounded 
in the spread, the Wolverines return to 
Borges’ old-school system this fall. 

Gardner will spend a lot of time 
under center, taking advantage of his 
size and arm strength. Now, a year 
after basically working with a “starter 
set” playbook, Gardner has gained the 
experience and confidence to take full 
control of the offense. 

Gardner transitions to being a full- 
time quarterback after lining up at 
receiver, which allowed him and Robin- 
son to be on the field at the same time. 

Although the pro-style attack will 
showcase Gardner’s passing abilities and 


an athletic and long corps of receivers, 
Borges isn’t afraid to allow Gardner’s 
feet to do some of the work as well. 

Last year, Gardner proved capable in 
both aspects, throwing for 1,219 yards 
and 11 touchdowns, while running for 
101 yards and seven touchdowns. 

Borges said Gardner is more adept 
than Robinson at knowing when to 
run, and the coach is comfortable with 
Gardner taking off as long as it doesn’t 
come at the passing game’s expense. 

“We don’t discourage the quarterback 
from running, nor do we necessarily en- 
courage him,” Borges said. “We encour- 
age him to give the pass a chance, and 
then if it breaks down, don’t be afraid 
to go. And he’s pretty good doing that.” 


OFFENSE 


Devin Gardner compared playing quar- 
terback at Michigan to being President. 

Hyperbole aside, he understands the 
importance of not only leading the 
Wolverines’ offense, but being the face 
of the program as well. 

Starting the final five games of last 
season not only built confidence for 
Gardner, but made believers out of 
everyone around him. 

“T like how he’s handled himself,” 
Hoke said. “I like the way he has ... 
matured and his seriousness about 
being a quarterback at Michigan.” 

Gardner will usher in a new-look 
offense that showcases the athleticism 
of wide receivers while also taking 
advantage of a former 1,000-yard rusher 
in tailback Fitz Toussaint. 

Leading receiver Jeremy Gallon (49 
catches, 829 yards, four touchdowns) 
headlines a receiving corps that is ex- 
pected to get major contributions from 
sophomore Amara Darboh, Drew Dileo 
and Jeremy Jackson, along with reliable 
tight end Devin Funchess, all whom 


a 
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Taylor Lewan . 


Photo by AP Photo/Chris O'Meara 
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provide talented big-play options that 
will benefit from Gardner's passing abili- 
ties. 

But depth at quarterback and running 
back could prove to be an issue. Backup 
quarterback Russell Bellomy tore his 
ACL in spring practices, leaving either 
unproven redshirt freshman Brian 
Cleary or incoming five-star freshman 
Shane Morris to step into the starting 
role should Gardner sustain any injury. 

At running back, Toussaint returns 
to his role as the Wolverines’ featured 
running back after breaking his leg last 
season. His absence from spring contact 
drills allowed Borges to evaluate the 
talent aside from the veteran starter. 

But after watching Thomas Rawls, 
Justice Hayes, Dennis Norfleet and 
Drake Johnson work their way through 
spring ball, Borges declared Toussaint the 
consensus pick to start. Incoming fresh- 
man Derrick Green — widely touted as 
the nation’s top running back — could 


coe) 


Jake Ryan 
Photo by Joe Robbins 
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factor into the mix, but it’s clear Borges 
would rather establish a No. 1 back 
rather than follow a by-committee track. 

“Fitz came to the surface (in 2011), 
and I think he will again before it’s all 
said and done,” Borges said. “He’s cer- 
tainly going to get a chance to prove it.” 

A new-look offensive line will have to 
build cohesiveness to provide Gardner 
with protection and running room 
for the backs. All-American left tackle 
Taylor Lewan anchors the line after an- 
nouncing in January he would return to 
school despite being projected as 
a first-round draft pick. 

Lewan, along with Michael Scho- 
field (right tackle) provides a veteran 
presence on a line where new starters 
will emerge at three positions. Jack 
Miller appears ready to take over at 
center while Ben Braden, Kyle Kalis 
and Joey Burzynski will battle in the 
fall for the starting jobs at right and 
left guard. 


teeweeee 


DEFENSE 


Defensive coordinator Greg Mattison 
has been trying to build a “Michigan de- 
fense” since he arrived in 2011, a reference 
to the program’s past and a unit built on 
hard-nosed play and proper technique. Es- 
tablishing more pressure up front became 
even more of a priority after the Wolver- 
ines lost their leading tackler, linebacker, 
Jake Ryan, to a torn ACL in the spring. 

Hoke believes Ryan could be back by 
mid-October, forcing others to provide 
some of the big-play punch and infec- 
tious energy that Ryan brings. Ryan’s 
absence, along with the graduation of 
linebacker Kenny Demens, puts more 
pressure on the defensive line. 

Mattison is looking for more from 
defensive ends Frank Clark and redshirt 
sophomore Keith Heitzman, along with 
defensive tackle Jibreel Black to get more 
push up front. Mattison likes the depth 


PPeeeeeeTeOTEeer Teeter Peewee eewewee 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB _ Devin Gardner J. Perfectly molded to run pro-style offense. Shane Morris, Fr. 

RB Fitzgerald Toussaint* Sr. Looks to bounce back after season-ending injury. Thomas Rawls, Jr. 
FB Joe Kerridge So. Should take on bigger role in new-look offense. Sione Houma, So. 
WR __Jeremy Gallon* Sr. __ Shortest receiver could make biggest impact. Drew Dileo, Sr. 

WR Amara Darboh So. __ Quickness, long frame makes him valuable target. Joe Reynolds, Sr. 

TE Devin Funchess So. Expanded role could lead to big numbers. A.J. Williams, So. 

LT Taylor Lewan* Sr. All-American will anchor young offensive line. Michael Schofield, Sr. 


LG Ben Braden Fr. __ Hasall the makings of a future star lineman. Graham Glasgow, So. 


C Jack Miller So. _ First-year starter shoulders big responsibilities. Graham Glasgow, So. 
RG _ Kyle Kalis Fr. __ Ready to make impact after showing great promise. Joey Burzynski, Jr. 
RT Michael Schofield* Sr. Veteran leader will help with chemistry. Erik Magnuson, Fr. 
PK Brendan Gibbons* Sr. __ Consistent performer looks to finish strong. Matt Wile, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE — Frank Clark Jr. Freakish athlete key to improving pass rush. Mario Ojemudia, So. 
OT _ Jibreel Black Sr. Steady performer critical to DL success. Willie Henry, Fr. 

DT — Quinton Washington* Sr. __ May be most improved player up front. Ondre Pipkins, So. 
DE _ Keith Heitzman So. __ Ready to prove himself after impressive spring. Matt Godin, Fr. 

LB Desmond Morgan* Jr. Must take on leadership role in middle. Joe Bolden, So. 

LB Brennen Beyer Jr. Fills critical role with starter Jake Ryan out. Cameron Gordon, Sr. 
LB James Ross III So. __ Has legitimate chance to be a head-turner. Royce Jenkins-Stone, So. 
CB —_ Raymon Taylor* Jr. Built confidence last year in starting role. Delonte Hollowell, Jr. 
CB _Blake Countess Jr. Healthy after missing entire season with ACL. Courtney Avery, Sr. 
SS Thomas Gordon* Sr. __ Experience should pay off in final season. Jeremy Clark, Fr. 

FS _Jarrod Wilson So. Could be starter after spring departure at safety. Josh Furman, Jr. 

P Matt Wile Jr. Moves into starting role; needs better consistency. Kenneth Allen, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 
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Derrick Green Shane Morris Henry Poggi 
Brady Hoke's pro- Afar cry from the Success starts up 
style offense requires _ electric Denard front for Hoke and 


defensive coordinator 
Greg Mattison, and 
Poggi is the type of 
defensive lineman 
who can disrupt 
opposing offenses. 
The country’s No. 5 
senior defensive tack- 
le, he has the quick- 
ness to play defensive 
end and the size to 
line up inside. 


Robinson, Morris, the 
nation's No. 4-rated 
pro-style quarterback, 
is more in line with 
what Brady Hoke and 
offensive coordinator 
Al Borges are accus- 
tomed to at quarter- 
back. He is strong- 
armed enough to 
make all the throws 
and has a good 
understanding of the 
pro-style offense. 


a bruising tailback, 
and the 6-0, 220- 
pound Green, the 
country's top-rated 
running back, is just 
that. He has the size 
to take a pounding 
and the speed to 
break big runs 
through the second- 
ary. Green may have 
a shot to start for the 
Wolverines as a true 
freshman. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Hometown 


Kyle Bosch 65 31 OO Sooo iL , 
Rated as the nation’s No. 104 prep by Rivals.com ... Ranked No. 7 nationally among 
offensive tackles and No, 4 in-state among all prospects ... Named a Parade All-American. 


Jake Butt 66 25 TE OO00 OH Pickerington North 
Rated as the nation’s No. 144 Prep by Rivals.com ... Ranked No. 5 nationally among 
tight ends and No. 8 among all in-state prospects ... Caught 68 passes for 907 yards 
and 12 touchdowns en route to first-team all-state honors as a senior ... Participated 
in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl ... Enrolled early at Michigan. 


Taco Chariton 29 DE ooo°o OH Pickerington Central 
Rated as the nation’s No. 237 prep by Rivals.com ... Ranked No. 10 nationally among 
weakside defensive ends and as the No. 13 in-state prospect ... Made 166 tackles, includ- 
ing 24 tackles for loss and 19 sacks, as a senior en route to first-team all-state honors ... 
Named an honorable mention Parade All-American ... Enrolled early at Michigan. 


David Dawson 64 282 0 OOOO Detroit, Mil Cass Tech 
Rated as the nation's No. 165 prep by Rivals.com ... Ranked No. 9 nationally among 
offensive guards and No. 5 in the state of Michigan ... Named first-team all-state and 
won the Division-1 state championship as a senior ... Participated in the U.S. Army 
All-American Bowl. 


Reon Dawson 62 15 DB ooo OH Trotwood-Madison 
Ranked the No. 52 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com ... Finished his senior season with 
34 tackles, one interception, one forced fumble and one fumble recovery ... Teammate 
of fellow signee Mike McCray. 


Ross Douglas 5-10 18 DB Oooo Avon, OH Avon 
Rated as the nation’s No. 241 prep by Rivals.com ... Ranked No. 22 nationally among 
cornerbacks and No. 14 overall in the state of Ohio ... Had 20 tackles and rushed for 1,349 


yards and 24 TDs as a senior ... Participated in the Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl. 


Jaron Dukes 64 197 WR OOO ‘olumbus, OH Marion-Franklin 
Ranked the No. 60 wide receiver nationally and the No. 40 prospect in Ohio ... Caught 
31 passes for 553 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior. 


Chris Fox 27 th Sooo Parker, CO Ponderosa 
Rated as the nation’s No. 142 prep by Rivals.com ... Ranked No. 11 nationally among 
offensive tackles ... Named the top player in Colorado by the Denver Post... Selected 
to the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


Ben Gedeon 215 WB eooo Hudson, OH Hudson 

Ranked the No. 17 middle linebacker nationally and the No. 16 prospect in Ohio by 

At pee ... Earned all-state honors at linebacker as a senior while also rushing for 
,300 yards. 


Derrick Green 60 220 RB OOOCOS _ Richmond, 

Rated as the nation’s No. 8 prep by Rivals.com ... Ranked the top tailback nationally and 
top overall player in Virginia ... Rushed for 1,350 yards and 21 touchdowns as a senior, 
earning first-team all-state honors ... Participated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


Delano Hill 60 198 DB ooo°o Detroit, Mi Cass Tech 
Ranked the No. 23 safety nationally and No. 7 prospect in-state by Rivals.com ... Made 
33 tackles and three interceptions for state championship team as a senior. 


Khalid Hill 62 20 TE ooo Detroit, Ml East Village Prep 
Ranked the No. 32 tight end nationally and the No. 21 prospect in-state by Rivals.com 
... Totaled 29 catches for 511 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior. 


Maurice HurstJ. 8962 365 DT ooo Westwood, MA —Xaverian Brothers 
Ranked the No. 32 defensive tackle nationally and the No. 2 prospect in Massachusetts 
by Rivals.com ... Recorded 61 tackles, including 12 sacks, as a senior ... Participated 
in the Semper Fidelis All-America Game. 
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Total Stars 
National Rank: 5 


Da’Mario Jones Big Ten: 2 
He was relatively 
unknown when he 
switched his commit- 


ment from Central 


20174 NEEDS: michigan has loaded 


Michigan to the ; 
Wolverines. Georgia, up on both sides of the ball in the past two classes, 
UCLA and Michigan and the next step will be adding playmakers. Excellent 


recruiting in the trenches has been offset some by 

$0-SO output at wide receiver. The Wolverines will look 

to add an explosive game-breaker on the edge. On the 
' other side of the ball, the priority is improving the 

pass rush from the defensive line. A true terror off the 

edge from the defensive end spot is the top priority, 

in addition to stockpiling more talent up front. 

— Tim Sullivan, The Wolverine.com/Rivals.com 


State — among oth- 
ers — inquired about 
the wide receiver in 
the weeks leading up 
to Signing Day. He 
has the quickness and 
athleticism to be a 
playmaker in the slot 
or on the outside. 


Pos =m 


Da'Mario Jones 62 18 WR OOO Westland, Mil John Glenn 
Ranked the No. 17 prospect in the state by Rivals.com ... Caught 17 passes for 362 
yards and four touchdowns as a senior. 


Patrick Kugler 65 20 Ot oooo Wexford, PA North Allegheny 
Rated as the nation’s No. 82 prospect by Rivals.com ... Ranked the No. 6 offensive 
guard in the nation and the No. 5 in-state prospect ... Participated in the Under Armour 
All-America Game ... Named a MaxPreps All-America second-team selection. 


Jourdan Lewis 510 160 DB oooo Detroit, Mil Cass Tech 
Rated as the nation’s No. 131 prospect by Rivals.com ... Listed as the No. 10 corner- 
back nationally and as the No. 3 prospect in the state ... Participated in the U.S. Army 
All-American Bowl. 


Mike McCray 4 230 LB oooo Trotwood, OH 

Rated as the nation’s No. 115 prospect by Rivals.com ... Ranked as the No. 10 outside 
linebacker nationally and the No. 5 senior in Ohio ... Made 125 tackles and two inter- 
ceptions in final season, earning All-Ohio Defensive Player of the Year honors ... 
Selected to the Under Armour All-America Game. 


Shane Morris 63 18 8 ooo°o Mil De La Salle 
Rated as the nation’s No. 81 prospect by Rivals.com ... Tabbed as the second-best 
player in Michigan ... Missed most of his senior season due to illness ... Participated 
in the Under Armour All-America Game. 


Henry 4 20 DT oooo Baltimore, MD Gilman 
Rated as the nation’s No. 70 prospect by Rivals.com ... Listed as the No. 4 player in 
Maryland ... Named to the USA Today All-America team ... Participated in the Under 
Armour All-America Game. 


Dan Samuelson «866-5 «6 275:sCsLESs OH HOO Plymouth, IN Plymouth 
Ranked the No. 33 offensive guard in the country and the No. 11 in-state prospect by 
Rivals.com ... Earned all-state honors as a senior. 


Wyatt Shallman 63 24 Mh COCO Novi, Mil Detroit Catholic Central 
Ranked as the No. 18 athlete nationally and No. 6 in-state player ... Projects as an 
offensive player, but played almost exclusively defense as a senior due to injury. 


Deveon Smith 511 220 RB OOO Warren, OH Howland 
Ranked as the No. 37 running back nationally and the No. 26 in-state prospect ... 
Rushed for 1,883 yards and 27 touchdowns as a senior ... Named first-team all-state. 


Channing 62 17 DB ooo NC Butler 
Ranked as the No. 28 safety nationally and the No. 10 prospect in North Carolina ... 
Major contributor in all phases of the game for an undefeated state championship team. 


Scott Sypniewski 6-1 230 OL OO Ottawa, IL Marquette 
Ranked the No. 5 long snapper recruit nationally by Chris Rubio Long Snapping ... 
Started on offensive and defensive lines for a 10-1 team as a senior. 


Dymonte 62 19 DB eooSo Alliance, OH Marlington 
Rated as the nation’s No. 109 prep by Rivals.com ... Ranked as the No. 12 safety 
nationally and the No. 5 in-state player ... Named first-team all-state in Division 3 as a 
senior ... Participated in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl. 


Logan Tuley-Tillman 6-7 307 OL OGOO Peoria, IL Manual 
Ranked as the No. 24 offensive tackle nationally and the No. 3 player in Illinois by 
Rivals.com ... Four-year starter in high school ... Participated in the Under Armour 
All-America Game ... Already enrolled at Michigan. 


Csont'e York 63 18 WR OOO Woods, Mi  —Chaniller Park 
Ranked as the No. 75 wide receiver nationally and the No. 9 prospect in Michigan ... 
Caught 76 passes for 1,017 yards and 22 touchdowns as a senior. 


Wl Stars 


_ "Orr — ——————— 
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WOLVERINES SPRING ROSTER 


No. Name 


Kenneth Allen KP 


Hometown 


6-3 


No, Name 


51 BobbyHenderson RB 5-11 226 


Hometown 


Fr. Hopewell Junction, NY 


Brad Antaut 


WR 6-4 


Hinsdale, IL 


Richard Ash oT 


6-3 


Shaun Austin OB 


Courtney Avery CB 
Blake Bars 


Mansfield, OH 
Nashville, TN 


Russell Bellomy 


Arlington, TX 


Brennen Beyer 


Canton 


Jibreel Black 


Cincinnati, OH 


Joe Bolden 


Cincinnati, OH 


R\/R| AR) 3) Pl Bl? 


Kyle Bosch 


St. Charles, IL. 


~ 
= 


Ben Braden 


Rockford 


Chris Bryant 


Chicago, IL 


Joey Burzynski 


~ Carlsbad, CA 


Jake Butt 7 


Pickerington, OH 


Anthony Capatina DB 


Novi 


Taco Chariton DE 


Pickerington, OH 


Jehu Chesson 


St. Louis, MO 


Frank Clark 


Cleveland, OH 


Jeremy Clark 


Fr. Madisonville, KY 


°|2/9/8|/ 8/8/88) 8\8 


Brian Cleary 


199 Fr. Detroit 


Blake Countess 


181 Jr. Owings Mills, MD 


69 Willie Henry oT 


Fr, Cleveland, OH 


24 Delonte Hollowell DB 


Jr. Detroit 


38 Sione Houma 


So. Salt Lake City, UT 


17 Jeremy Jackson 


95 Michael Jocz 


FB 
WR 
52 Royce Jenkins-Stone LB 
TE 
RB 


29 Drake Johnson 


67 Kyle Kalis 


Jack Miller oL 


Alex Mitropoulos-Rundus TE 


Desmond Morgan LB 
Dennis Norfleet RB 


‘Mario Ojemudia DE 


Farmington Hills 


Amara Darboh 


213 So. Des Moines, IA 


Jordan Paskorz TE 


Gibsonia, PA 


Bo Dever r WR 


190 Fr. _Lake Forest, IL 


AJ Pearson 0B 


Drew Dileo WR 


177 St. Greenwell Springs, LA 


Ae ao ULOLE 


Ondre Pipkins 


7 Ross Douglas DB 


176 Fr. Avon, OH 


Dylan Esterline TE 


240 Jr. “Blissfield 


Devin Funchess TE 


228 So. Farmington Hills 


Josh Furman s 


197. Jt. Annapolis, MD 


Jeromy Gallon WR 


187 Sr. Apopka, FL 


12 Allen Gant DB 


203 Fr Sylvania, OH 


12 DevinGardner QB 


210 Jr Detroit 


34 Brendan Gibbons PK 


Dan Gibbs ob 


240 Sr. West Palm Beach, FL 
311 Fr. Birmingham 


Jareth Glanda Ls 


246 St. Rochester Hills 


Graham Glasgow OL 


Aurora, IL 


Ryan Glasgow DL 


Aurora, IL 


Matthew Godin DE 


Novi 


Cameron Gordon LB 


Detroit 


Thomas Gordon $ 


Clark Grace TE 


Tecumseh, Ontario 


Erik Gunderson OL 


Milan 


Will Hagerup > P 


Milwaukee, WI 


Justice Hayes RB 


“5-10 190 So. 


Flint 


8|/°|8|8|/s|8|>|8\8 


Keith Heitzman 


6-3 277 So. Hilliard, OH 


Ben Pliska 


Antonio Poole = LB 
Thomas Rawls RB 


i 
o 


es 
a 


Joe Reynolds wR 


8 


Terry Richardson DB 


James Ross, Ill LB 


Jake Ryan 1B 


Michael Schofield OL 


Dymonte Thomas DB 


Fitzgerald Toussaint RB 


Logan Tuley-Tillman OL 


St Stephen, SC 


San Diego, CA 


Cincinnati, OH 


Akron, OH 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD 
D.Robinson 1112664 89 167 9 53.3 1319 9 
D, Gardner 13 161.66 75 126 5 595 1219 11 
GP No. Yards 
J. Gallon 13, 49 -829 
R. Roundtree 13 31 «580 


RECEIVING 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


DEF. LEADERS 


D. Robinson 11 «177-1350 é 79 
F. Toussaint 10 130 555 5 50 
T. Rawls 8 4 242 42 4 


Tackles: J. Ryan 88, K. Demes 82, D. Morgan 81 


Tackles for loss: J. Ryan 16, F. Clark 9, K. Demens 6 
Sacks: J. Ryan 4.5, C. Roh 4, J. Black 3 
Interceptions: T. Gordon 2, R. Taylor 2, three tied with 1 


TD Long 


Long Avg/G 
7i 119.9 
75 «693.8 

Aug/G 

115.1 

51.4 


NOTEBOOK 


enior punter Will Hagerup said he has learned 
from his mistakes and that he understands there 
are consequences to his actions. 

Hagerup will not play this season despite remain- 
ing with the team after coach Brady Hoke lifted his 
suspension after spring workouts. The most recent 
suspension was the third of his career. 

Hoke said Hagerup — who called his most recent 
suspension “humbling” — would be eligible to return 
as a fifth-year senior in 2014. 

“Our primary concern has been for him as a per- 
son, and that will not change,” Hoke said. “Will is a 
part of our family, and we will continue to offer the 
resources to help him learn and grow. | am pleased 
with his progress to this point, and he knows that 
must continue every day moving forward.” 

Hoke acknowledged allowing Hagerup to return to 
the team was an important part of the growing pro- 
cess. Hagerup said he was thankful to get another 
chance with the Wolverines, hoping to put his off-the- 
field issues behind him for good. 

“| understand my actions represent every person 
that supports me, as well as any man who has worn 
a Michigan jersey the past 133 years,” Hagerup said 
in a statement. “In retrospect, | needed to take a big 
step in the character department, and I’m excited in 
the progress I've made in the last five months. 

e Senior defensive back Marvin Robinson, senior 
linebacker Mike Jones and redshirt freshman line- 
backer Kaleb Ringer all left the program following 
spring football. 

Robinson was expected to provide depth at safety 
after the graduation of Jordan Kovacs. Ringer was 
projected to see playing time as a freshman after 
suffering a season-ending knee injury last year in fall 
camp. Jones, a career reserve, was not expected to 
crack the two-deep depth chart at linebacker. 

e After facing Virginia Tech in the 2012 Sugar 
Bowl, the Wolverines will face the Hokies in a home- 
and-home series — although it’s still far down the 
road. Virginia Tech will visit Michigan Stadium in 2020 
before the Wolverines travel to Blacksburg in 2021. 


“They have made another dramatic turn in their 
program, as dramatic as you could make without 
making a coaching change. 

“If not for Denard (Robinson), they don’t go to 
the Sugar Bowl a couple years ago. Denard put 
them back on the national scene. But he also 
slowed down the progress of their program 
because of the offense they were running. Now 
they're back to running an aggressive pro-style 
offense, instead of one where if a guy like Denard 
goes down, they have no offense. 

“It's also going to help them have more of 
a physical defense, so they can stop the downhill 
teams, which they have to do to win a champion- 
ship. Watching Michigan practice was like watch- 
ing a new program taken over by a new coach, 
that’s how dramatic it’s been.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Fitzgerald Toussaint 
YS Photo by Joe Robbins z y 


he has at defensive end and expects 
Mario Ojemudia and Taco Charlton to 
factor in along with Willie Henry and 
Chris Wormley at defensive tackle. 

Ultimately, the goal is improving 
a pass rush that ranked eighth in the 
Big Ten in sacks last year. 

“I want a defensive line that says, 
‘Coach, don’t blitz, let us get there with 
four men,’” Mattison said. “When you 
have that, then you've got your defense 
where you want it.” 

With Ryan out, Brennen Beyer was 
shifted from rush end to outside line- 
backer, with Desmond Morgan moving 
to Ryan’s spot at middle linebacker. 


2010 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 32.8 25 
Rushing 238.5 13 
Passing 250.2 36 
Total 488.7 8 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


33.3 
221.9 
182.9 
404.7 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
35.2 
188.9 
261.9 
450.8 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


17.4 
131.7 
190.5 
322.2 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


-10 - 0.77 +7 + 0.54 
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2011 RANKINGS 
PERGAME RANK 


PER GAME 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 


Beyer is expected to compete for the 
starting job with Cam Gordon. Mat- 
tison also got a productive spring from 
sophomore James Ross, who has an 
opportunity to make an impact on 

the new-look linebacker corps, as will 
sophomore Joe Bolden, who showed 
steady improvement in the spring. 

Still, the defense as a whole isn’t yet 
where Mattison wants it. 

“We're not a Michigan defense yet,” 
he said. “We're a Michigan defense 
trying to (become that). The effort, the 
work ethic, the pursuit to the football, 
that’s Michigan defense. They’re not 
there right now.” 

The secondary will also look for 
a new leader with the graduation of 
safety Jordan Kovacs and cornerback 
J.T. Floyd. Cornerback Blake Countess, 
who missed last season after tearing his 
ACL in last year’s opener, is expected 
to return at full strength and should 
help provide stability along with senior 
cornerback Courtney Avery. 

Avery, who serves as the team’s pri- 
mary nickel back, likely will move into a 
backup role once Countess returns. Ray- 
mon Taylor will start opposite Countess. 

The defensive backfield will also de- 
pend on veteran leadership from safety 
Thomas Gordon, while Jarrod Wilson is 
primed to capture the starting job at the 
other safety spot. Hard-hitting senior Mar- 
vin Robinson was also expected to add 
to the depth of the defensive backfield 
before leaving the program in the spring. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Experience isn’t an issue as kicker 
Brendan Gibbons returns after establish- 
ing more consistency as a junior, hitting 
on 16 of 18 field goal attempts. He was 
automatic (13-for-13) inside of 40 yards. 

The bigger question mark is at punter, 
where reigning Big Ten Punter of the Year 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
29.9 57 
183.8 41 
199.3 94 
383.1 78 


26 Scoring 
13 Rushing 
93 Passing 
42 Total 


RANK DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 


Total 


PERGAME RANK 
19.9 20 
150.5 51 
169.5 5 
320.0 13 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
25 =9 - 0.69 99 
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BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
LT Taylor Lewan 


He turned down first-round 
money to pursue a Big Ten 
title and serve as the glue that 
will hold Michigan's offensive 
line together. ... Was unani- 
mous All-American and won 
the Big Ten’s Rimington 
Lineman of the Year Award. ... 
Will be a pivotal cog in the 
offensive line, providing time for quarterback Devin 
Gardner and room for the Wolverines’ backs to run. 


EMERGING STAR 

WR Amara Darboh 

Darboh's size — 6-2, 213 
pounds — makes him a per- 
fect fit in the Wolverines’ 
pro-style offense. ... While 
unproven, coaches like his 
athleticism, length and ability 
to go up and grab 50-50 balls 
downfield and to complement 
Michigan's other receivers. ... 
Has drawn comparisons to former Michigan receiver 
Junior Hemingway and helps fill a gap left by the 
graduation of Roy Roundtree. 


TOP NEWCOMER 
RB Derrick Green 


The nation's top running 
back according to Rivals.com 
gives the Wolverines perhaps 
their highest profile running 
back since Mike Hart. ... Green 
has the speed and elusiveness 
to compete for playing time 
immediately, especially con- 
sidering the lack of quality 
depth behind Fitzgerald Toussaint. ... The former 
Hermitage (Va.) High School star from Richmond, 
ran for 1,285 yards and 20 touchdowns as a senior. 


RESULTS 
8-5, 6-2 

Lvs. Alabama (Arlington, TX) 14-41 
Ww AIR FORCE 31-25 
W = MASSACHUSETTS 63-13 
L at Notre Dame 3-13 
W at Purdue 44-13 
Ww ILLINOIS 45-0 
Ww MICHIGAN STATE = 12-10 
L at Nebraska 9-13 
Ww at Minnesota 35-13 
Ww 38-31 
WwW 42-17 
L 21-26 


NORTHWESTERN (OT) 
|OWA 
at Ohio State 
Outback Bow! 
vs. South Carolina 


28-33 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


Gardner Moving From 
State to Main Street 


‘Ries Gardner has always known his time 
would come, but he also realized what 
becoming Michigan’s new starting quarter- 
back meant. 

“| have to replace a legend,” Gardner said. 

For four years, being Michigan’s quarterback 
has been reserved for Denard Robinson, whose 
mega-watt smile and untied shoelaces made 
him a college football treasure. 

Gardner understands the territory he’s moving 
into — a transition lessened by the fact he is 
close with Robinson, who helped bring Gardner 
along and prepared him to one day make the 
team his own. 

Gardner witnessed Robinson’s toughness 
and energy. He watched how he commanded 
respect, mentally preparing for the future. 

Last season, Michigan’s coaches figured the 
offense would be more potent with Robinson 
and Gardner on the field at the same time. But 
when Robinson suffered an elbow injury that 
kept him from gripping a football, Gardner — 
who started the year at wide receiver — was 
shifted to quarterback. 

Ready or not, he had to take over. 

“That first time, on the field, the field seems 


> 


Devin Gardner 
Photo by AP Photo/Tony Ding 


than on the practice field. 
able than | ever imagined it would be.” 


ing the transition from State Street, site of the 


each football Saturday. 


Over five starts, Gardner's natural talent and : 
ability to play on a big stage became increas- : 
ingly evident, slowly moving into a comfort zone ; 
that he believes prepares him for making the = 


quarterbacking job his own this fall. 


In addition to Robinson — other Michigan : 
veterans — including All-American left tackle : 
Taylor Lewan — took Gardner under their wing, : 
making him feel comfortable in a situation that : 


others would drown in. 


The more Gardner performed, the more those : 
around him saw how much of a big-stage player : 
he is capable of being. The key for Gardner will é 
be to stay healthy and to get protection from an : 
offensive line that includes three new starters. : 
But Lewan for sure has no doubt Gardner has the : 


ability to carry Michigan’s offense. 


“If we give him time to make those plays, he’s : 
going to make them,” Lewan said. “It’s really : 
tough to see when a talent like Denard goes, but : 
it feels good when you get this kind of talent here : 


— one guy goes and another guy can step up.” 


Will Hagerup won’t play this year. Hag- 
erup, who has experienced off-the-field 
issues during his career, remained sus- 


: pended for violating team rules until after 
: spring practice, when Hoke announced 

: that the punter will stay with the team 

: but won't see playing time this season. 


That moves junior Matt Wile into the 


: starting role. He averaged 35.9 yards per 
: attempt after taking over last season for 
: the suspended Hagerup, who averaged 

? a conference-best 45 yards per punt. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Gone is the blockbuster season-open- 


: er against a defending national cham- 

? pion — last year’s test with Alabama at 

? Cowboys Stadium didn’t go so well — 

: but the bigger challenge this year comes 
: later in the season. 


After starting off with two Mid- 


: American Conference opponents in the 
: season’s first three weeks, sandwiched by 
: hosting Notre Dame on Sept. 7, the road 
? gets especially tough starting Nov. 9. 


The Wolverines face a stiff Big Ten 


. . ; . , : gauntlet that includes games against 
bigger,” Gardner said. “It's just really different > \j.braska, at Northwestern and at 
ae ? always-demanding Iowa before finish- 
“But (after a while) it was way more comfort- : ing with the traditional season-ending 
? tilt with archrival Ohio State. 


At Michigan, coaches talk about players mak- : 


Should the Wolverines fare well dur- 


: ing the demanding stretch, the regular 
Wolverines’ practice facilities, to Main Street — : 
where the Wolverines play in front of 107,501 : 
: State, with the second coming in the 


season finale with the Buckeyes could 
set up back-to-back meetings with Ohio 


Big Ten Championship Game. 


— Jeff Arnold 
SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 12 Record 
Aug. 31 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 7-6 
Sept. 7 NOTRE DAME 12-1 
Sept. 14 AKRON 1-11 
Sept. 21 at Connecticut 5-7 
Oct.5 MINNESOTA 6-7 
Oct. 12 at Penn State 8-4 
Oct. 19 INDIANA 4-8 
Nov. 2 at Michigan State 7-6 
Nov. 9 NEBRASKA 10-4 
Nov. 16 at Northwestern 10-3 
Nov. 23 at lowa 4-8 
Nov. 30 OHIO STATE 12-0 
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BUFFALO | BULLS 


MAC rank: 5 Record: 4-8 By Matt Markey 


MAC record: 3-5 (T-4th, East) Stadium: UB Stadium (29,013) 


a — 


Photo by AP Photo/Bi 


“| really like where we are with our 
mental toughness.” 
— Coach Jeff Quinn 


BULLS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Jeff Quinn — At Buffalo and overall: 9-27, 3 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Alex Wood 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Lou Tepper 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2008 
LAST BOWL: 2008, International 
RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Joe Licata, RB Branden Oliver, 
WR Alex Neutz, OL Jasen Carlson, OL Andre Davis, LB Khalil Mack, 
LB Lee Skinner, DB Cortney Lester, DB Najja Johnson 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Bulls return a wealth of experience 
on offense, including every skill position player. Licata and Alex 
Zordich give Buffalo two tested quarterbacks, while Oliver is 
healthy after missing five games last season and still piling up 
821 rushing yards. Neutz is coming off a 1,000-yard receiving 
season, and the unit is poised to light up the scoreboard. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The biggest graduation losses were 
felt on the defensive line, where senior DE Colby Way is the 
only returning starter. The Bulls will need Kristjan Sokoli, Beau 
Bachtelle and Dalton Barksdale to quickly mature into full-time 
roles up front so the veteran playmakers on the back end can 
continue to make big plays. 


OFFENSE 

An injury-plagued 2012 left the Bulls with an 
abundance of proven performers, led by quarter- 
backs Alex Zordich and Joe Licata. 

Zordich showed his dual-threat skills, rushing 
for 501 yards and passing for 1,254 yards before an 
injury cut short his season. Licata, who took over 
for the final four games, finished with 1,045 passing 
yards and went 3-1 as a starter. 

Running back Branden Oliver was fully healthy 
for just a fourth of the season but still averaged 117 
rushing yards per game. He needs just over 600 
yards in his final year to become Buffalo's career 
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rushing leader. Devin Campbell, who filled in as 
a freshman last season when Oliver was out, is a 
more-than-capable option. 

Wide receiver Alex Neutz is a returning first- 
team All-MAC performer who made 65 catches for 
1,015 yards and 11 TDs last season. 

The line returns a trio of starters — Andre Davis, 
Trevor Sales and Jasen Carlson — who give those 
veteran skill position players plenty of security. 


DEFENSE 


The Bulls are rich in experience in the secondary, 
where Cortney Lester and Najja Johnson demon- 
strated last season they are among the best in the 
MAC at the corners. 

The duo helped the Bulls produce the second- 
best pass defense in the conference, allowing just 
over 200 yards per game. Johnson led the MAC in 
interceptions with five. 

Witney Sherry and Okoye Houston lead the deep 
cast at safety, where Derek Brim and Adam Redden 
have demonstrated starter skills. Buffalo’s lineback- 
ing corps should be one of the better trios in the 
league, led by two-time All-MAC pick Khalil Mack, 
who had 94 stops last season as a junior. 

Lee Skinner had 89 tackles in 2012, and five 
sacks, while Jake Stockman started six times and 
tallied 59 stops. Standout junior college transfer 
Blake Bean should get plenty of reps filling out the 
linebacker corps. 

Up front, the Bulls will rely on senior Colby Way, 
the lone returning starter. Buffalo needs former 
backups Kristjan Sokoli, Beau Bachtelle and Dalton 
Barksdale to quickly mature into reliable mainstays 
along the line. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Tyler Grassman’s continued development at 
punter has the Bulls feeling comfortable about his 
ability to be a field position weapon. Grassman 
had 19 punts downed inside the 20 last season, and 
showed a stronger leg in the spring workouts. 

Kicker Patrick Clarke also benefits from a year of 
starting experience, after hitting 11 of 15 field goal 
tries last season, including kicks of 49 and 47 yards 
in an overtime win against Miami (Ohio). 


OVERVIEW 


Nobody will raise an eyebrow at coach Jeff 
Quinn’s expressions of optimism over the pros- 
pects for the 2013 season; the Bulls lost just six 
regular contributors from last year and return every 
skill position player on offense. The rash of injuries 
that decimated this team a year ago has translated 
into this season’s wealth of depth. Buffalo can at 
least be considered a conference contender. 


TOPNEWCOMER | 
LB Blake Bean: The junior college transfer helped 
his team at Butler CC go 22-2 during his time there 
and make last season's national title game. He is 


a 4.0 student who had 113 tackles in2012,andhe 


packs a real punch in his 6-1, 235-pound frame. 


2013 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2012 RESULTS 2013 SCHEDULE 


2012 RANKINGS 


Joe Licata 

Branden Oliver* 

Fred Lee* 

WR Cordero Dixon* 

WR Alex Neutz* 

TE Jimmy Gordon* 

LT Andre Davis* 
Jasen Carlson* 
Trevor Sales* 
Dillon Guy 

RT Jake Silas 


DEFENSE 

DE Colby Way* 

NG Kristian Sokoli 

DE Beau Bachtelle 

LB Khalil Mack* 
Lee Skinner* 
Jake Stockman* 
Blake Bean 

cB Cortney Lester* 

cB Najja Johnson* 

ss Okoye Houston* 

FS Witney Sherry* 

SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 45 | Patrick Clarke* 
P Tl ! Tyler Grassman* 
*Returning starter 


WR 


Aug. 31 
Sept. 7 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 28 
Oct. 5 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 26 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 29 


at Georgia 
MORGAN STATE 
KENT STATE 
at Connecticut 
at Ohio 
at Northern Illinois 
PITTSBURGH 
TOLEDO 
MIAMI (OH) (OT) 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at UMass 


vs. Bowling Green (Columbus, OH) 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
213 
176.6 
199.3 
375.8 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
28.5 
155.4 
208.3 
363.7 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
-6 - 0.50 
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at Ohio State 

at Baylor 

STONY BROOK 
CONNECTICUT 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Western Michigan 
MASSACHUSETTS 
at Kent State 


OHIO 


at Toledo 
at Miami (OH) 
BOWLING GREEN 


23-45 
56-34 
7-23 
17-24 
31-38 
3-45 
6-20 
20-25 
27-24 
29-24 
29-19 
7-21 


AT A GLANCE 


2012: 
7-6, 3-5 Big Ten (4th, Legends) 


COACH: 
Mark Dantonio — At Michigan State: 51-28, 
7 years; overall: 69-45, 10 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
16; 8 offense, 7 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Andrew Maxwell, QB Connor Cook, 

RB Riley Bullough, WR Aaron Burbridge, 

DE Shilique Calhoun, DT Lawrence Thomas, 
LB Max Bullough, CB Darqueze Dennard 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

The core of the defense that ranked fourth 
in the nation last season returns, led by 
Bullough and Dennard, along with several 
intriguing younger pieces. The offensive 
line has experience and depth after an 


injury-riddled 2012 season. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Michigan State enters fall camp with its quar- 
terback position unsettled. Maxwell was out- 
played by Cook in both the bowl game and 
spring game. The wideouts struggled with 
drops last season, and MSU lost RB Le’Veon 
Bell and TE Dion Sims early to the NFL Draft 
with no obvious replacements. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Le’Veon Bell, TE Dion Sims, 

0G Chris McDonald, DE Will Gholston, 
CB Johnny Adams, K Dan Conroy 


OVERVIEW: 

Michigan State was humbled by a 7-6 season, 
one that included five losses by a combined 
13 points and was almost entirely the fault of 
the offense. Again, MSU’s defense appears 
elite, potentially the best yet under coordinator 
Pat Narduzzi, so expectations remain high. 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Dave Warner, Jim Bollman 


MICHIGAN STATE 


SPARTANS 


For more coverage of the Spartans, visit michiganstate.rivals.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Pat Narduzzi 


STADIUM: Spartan Stadium: 75,005 


Spartans Reset Mindset, Keep Elite Expectations 


ark Dantonio took part in the 
bravado before last season. 
His program humbled by 


a deflating 7-6 season, Michigan State’s 
seventh-year coach is admonishing any 
arrogance this time around. 

“We’ve climbed some mountains 
here,” Dantonio said. “Last year, after a 
Big Ten Championship (in 2010), being 
Legends champions (2011), we got up 
there and we thought we had arrived. 

“T just think we need to check our- 
selves, including myself.” 

Confidence with humility has been the 
theme for this wiser group of Spartans. 

This isn’t a rebuild. It’s a reassessment. 
Almost every critical piece from college 
football’s fourth-ranked defense returns. 

When a team is so superior on one 
side of the ball and manages to lose six 
games, it’s easy to pinpoint the issues. 

Yet, for all of the problems on offense 
— injuries up front, dropped passes, 

a general lack of movement — the 
Spartans were 13 points away from 
a very different season. 

“I think a lot of the things, when you 
lose five games by (a total of) 13 points, 
I think of the things that really are just 
very minute things, minute details,” 
Dantonio said. 

Some of the details heading into this 
fall are fairly sizable, however, and are 
the same as concerns from 2012, such as, 
who should start at quarterback, receiver, 
tight end and running back? And will 
Michigan State’s offense look different 
under new co-coordinators Dave Warner 
(formerly the QBs coach) and long-time 
Ohio State assistant Jim Bollman? 

The questions — and eventually, 
answers — begin under center, where 
fifth-year senior and returning starter 
Andrew Maxwell has done little to 
separate himself from sophomore 
Connor Cook. If anything, in the eyes 


of the fan base, Cook separated himself 
from Maxwell with his playmaking and 
production in the Buffalo Wild Wings 
Bowl and spring game. 

“I think Maxwell comes into camp 
No. 1, based on knowledge, based on 
consistency,” Dantonio said. “But in 
terms of performance, I think Connor 
Cook pushes him. And quite frankly, if 
Connor Cook doesn’t make mistakes that 
could be easily omitted, he’s right there.” 

Maxwell didn’t make many obvi- 
ous costly errors last season, throw- 
ing a modest nine interceptions while 
averaging 200 yards passing per game. 
But he also wasn’t among the top 10 
quarterbacks in the Big Ten in passing 
efficiency and completed a league-worst 
52.5 percent of his passes among regular 
starters. 

He was pulled from the bowl game 
in the second half, but appeared to win 
the job back in the spring — until the 
spring game. 

A year ago, before Maxwell had made 
his first start, he was anointed as an 
able heir apparent to Kirk Cousins. It 
was part of the preseason bravado. Such 
favoritism no longer exists. 

“As long as we're scoring, I couldn’t 
care less who plays,” defensive coordi- 
nator Pat Narduzzi said. 


OFFENSE 


Last season’s offensive struggles 
weren't solely the fault of the quarter- 
back. Michigan State receivers dropped 
an estimated 66 passes, changing the dy- 
namic of many drives and several games. 

That entire crew returns, for better 
or worse. 

“| think this group is stronger,” 
receivers coach Terrence Samuel said. 
“They understand what drops are and 
how to react to them. Staying positive. 
Chemistry. All those things are coming 
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Darqueze Dennard 


Photo by Mike Carter-US PRESSWIRE 
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together. This group is starting to apply 
the positives from it.” 

Four wideouts caught at least 29 passes 
last season. None, however, more than 
Keith Mumphery’s 42 and none averaged 
better than Bennie Fowler’s 12.8 yards 
per catch. It was an offense that lacked 
a go-to receiver and explosive plays. 

Sophomore Aaron Burbridge is the 
most likely candidate to fill both of 
those needs this season. 

His freshman go-round (29 catches, 
364 yards) was filled with tantalizing 
potential, but limited by an early season 
injury and inconsistency. 

Burbridge’s emergence is likely to help 
Fowler, too. Fowler entered last fall as the 
presumed No. 1 wideout even though 
he’d never been among MSU’s top three 
wideouts and had only 16 career recep- 
tions heading into his junior season. 

“| hadn’t played that big a role,” said 
Fowler, the only senior receiver on the 
spring two-deep. “But I embraced that. 


I had some faults here and there. “You 
can’t be a vocal leader if you’re not 
making plays on the field.” 

While the receiver position remains 
a potential issue, running back and 
tight end are now uncertainties, too. 

The Spartans lost top rusher Le’Veon 
Bell and Maxwell's security blanket at tight 
end, Dion Sims, early to the NFL. Bell car- 
ried 382 times last season for 1,793 yards. 
He also caught 32 passes. Sims, hobbled by 
an ankle injury during the second half of 
the season, caught 36 passes, many in the 
most critical situations. 

Converted redshirt freshman line- 
backer Riley Bullough, the most capable 
back on campus during spring practice, 
is the frontrunner to replace Bell. 

Incoming freshmen Gerald Holmes, 
Delton Williams and R.J. Shelton will get 
an immediate look as well, as Dantonio 
puts together what's likely to be more of 
a backfield-by-committee approach. 

“T’ve always said, ‘Hey, feed the horse 


that’s moving it,’” Dantonio said. 

The tight end position is unproven 
and perhaps more shaky than the 
unsettled backfield roles. Returners 
Andrew Gleichert and Paul Lang caught 
a combined four passes last season. 

Amid all of this uncertainty, Michigan 
State at least has a veteran line returning, 
one that was decimated by injuries last 
season and is eager to prove its strength. 


DEFENSE 


During a meeting with reporters this 
spring, coordinator Pat Narduzzi was 
asked what area of his defense had 
made the biggest improvement. 

Narduzzi’s answer was telling, both of 
Michigan State’s talent and swagger on 
that side of the ball. 

“It’s hard to see big improvement 
overall, because the scale is so small,” 
he said in a tone of overconfidence. “So 
I can’t say I’ve seen a big improvement. 
When you're awful at something, then 
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Max Bullough 
Mma Photo by Jeff Hanisch-US PRESSWIRE 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Andrew Maxwell* Sr. __ Returning starter and slight favorite to win job. Connor Cook, So. 

RB _ Riley Bullough Fr. __ Moved from LB late in spring practice. Gerald Holmes, Fr. 
FB _Trevon Pendleton So. Primarily a blocking back. Niko Palazeti, Jr. 

WR _ Bennie Fowler* Sr. _Struggled with drops during junior season. Keith Mumphery, Jr.* 
WR Aaron Burbridge* So. Could be go-to guy after missing last season. DeAnthony Arnett, Jr. 
TE __ Andrew Gleichert Jr. Caught one pass for eight yards in 2012. Paul Lang, So. 

LT __ Fou Fonoti Sr. Received medical redshirt after September foot injury. Jack Conklin, Fr. 

LG Jack Allen* So. Freshman All-American, playing guard and center. Blake Treadwell, Jr.* 
C Travis Jackson Jr. Suffered a broken leg in the fifth game last season. _Jack Allen, So. 

RG Dan France* Sr. Moved to quard after two seasons starting at tackle. Connor Kruse, Jr. 

RT —_ Jack Conklin Fr. __ The most talked about lineman this spring. Skyler Burkland, Jr.* 
K Michael Geiger Fr. _Top-ranked high school kicker in the country. Kevin Cronin, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE _ Shilique Calhoun So. First DE chosen in the spring game player draft. Denzel Drone, Sr. 
DT Lawrence Thomas So. __ Freakish athlete has played LB, FB and DE in brief career. Tyler Hoover, Sr.” 
NT James Kittredge Jr. Emerged as sophomore, making five starts. Micajah Reynolds, Sr. 
DE Marcus Rush* Jr. __ Has started all 27 games in his career. Joel Heath, So. 

LB Taiwan Jones J. Made some starts on weak side after midseason. Jairus Jones, Sr. 
LB Max Bullough* Sr. _ First-team All-Big Ten and voice of defense. Kyler Elsworth, Sr. 
LB _Denicos Allen* Sr. Three-year starter on strong side. Darien Harris, So. 
CB _Darqueze Dennard* Sr. __ Earned first-team All-Big Ten honors as a junior. Ezra Robinson, Fr. 
CB Trae Waynes So. Battling to replace Johnny Adams. Ezra Robinson, Fr. 
SS Isaiah Lewis* Sr. __ Second on the team with 80 tackles last season. Demetrious Cox, Fr. 
FS _ Kurtis Drummond* Jr. Named MSU's most improved player. RJ Williamson, So. 
P Mike Sadler* Sr.__Averaged 43.3 yards, first-team All-Big Ten last season._ Kevin Muma, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 
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SPARTANS RECRUITING 20 


that Williams will get 
a look at the running 
back position in 
August, due in part 


ranked players in this 
MSU class. MSU hap- 
pens to have an open 
competition at quarter- 


a guy we targeted 
very early in the pro- 
cess and | feel like he 
is one of the best 


rivals.com 


: THE SLEEPER 


to Le'Veon Bell's 
decision to turn pro. 


back, with senior-to-be 
Andrew Maxwell hav- 
ing failed to finish the 
game in a Buffalo Wild 
Wings Bowl victory 
over TCU. 


= \ 

6 | 

S 

LL 

Qo Delton Williams Damion Terry Dennis Finley 

(GJ) MSU listed Delton Terry, who threw for Of Finley, Coach Mark 
CC Williams as an 50 TD passes in lead- Dantonio said, "Runs 
LLI “athlete” in its official ing Erie (Pa.) Cathedral very well. Good 

> press release. Prep to a AAA state student. Very active. 
oO Dantonio mentioned championship, is one A guy we saw in 

OO two or three times of the three highest- Camp as a junior and 
ea 

a 

a8) 


offensive tackle pros- 
pects in the country.” 


Pos Ht Wt Stars Hometown 


James Bodanis Ty 66 30 OO Toronto, Ontario UIS 
Bodanis has been a two-year starter at the University of Toronto and this past season 
he racked up 34 tackles, 4.5 sacks and two forced fumbles. 


Dylan Chmura Tr 66 25 ooo Waukesha, WI Waukesha West 
Earned a Spartan offer with a dynamic performance at Michigan State's June camp. 
Chmura was the top tight end at the event, which included eight players that signed 
LOIs with FBS programs this February. 


Demetrius Cooper DE 65 220 O00 Chicago, IL Julian 
This past season, Cooper only played in one game after having scar tissue removed 
from his knee. In that one game, he had 14 tackles. 


Dennis Finley Oo 66 25 ooo Detroit, Mi Cass Tech 
Finley is ranked the No. 8 player in Michigan by Rivals.com and the No. 31 offensive 
tackle in the nation. He committed to MSU over an array of impressive offers, including 
Ohio State, Michigan and Wisconsin. 


Michael Geiger K 59 15 OOo Toledo, OH Ottawa Hills 
The 5-9, 175-pound Geiger comes highly ranked and has plenty of accolades. Rivals. 


com rates him the No. 1 kicking prospect in the nation as does place-kicking guru Chris 
Sailer. 


Jay Harris WR 511 17 OO9O Exton, PA Downingtown East 
Harris, a dynamic playmaker at the wide receiver position from Exton (Pa.) 
Downingtown East High School, committed to Michigan State over offers from Penn 
State, Pittsburgh, Maryland, Rutgers and others. 


Darian Hicks BB 5&1 15 ooo Solon, OH Solon 
As a defensive back, the 5-11, 175-pound Hicks had four interceptions and one fumble 
recovery as a senior in 2012. He caught 33 passes for 542 yards and eight touchdowns 
on offense. 


Gerald Holmes R60 25 OOO Flint, Mil Carman Ainsworth 
Last season, Holmes had 14 touchdowns and gained 1,023 yards while averaging 
10 yards per carry. 


Noah Jones TT 63 25 ooo FL Lauderdale, FL Dillard 
Participated in the 2012 Florida Athletic Coaches Association North-South All-Star 
Game. Recorded 63 tackles, four forced fumbles, and three fumble recoveries as a 
senior. 


Committments 18 
Average Stars 3.11 


6666S ° 
OO6066 
OOGGS 
66606 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 40 


Big Ten: 5 


Dylan Chmura 

The son of the former 
NFL tight end, Chmura 
sustained an ACL tear 
during basketball sea- 
son toward the end of 
his sophomore sea- 
son. He sat out his 
entire junior football 
season. MSU extend- 
ed an offer prior to his 
on-field comeback. 


2014 NEEDS: the spartans will 


need a QB. Andrew Maxwell will be going off scholar- 
ship so the need and spot is there. The Spartans have 
already early offered several elite-level quarterback 
recruits. | really like what | saw out of Michael 
O'Connor of Florida (via Canada) last summer. He 
brings a lot of upside to the table and, in the end, 

| think he might be the player that makes the most 
sense for Michigan State and vice-versa. 


— By SpartanMag.com 


Pos Ht Wt Stars Hometown 


Shane Jones BOG oooGo Cincinnati, OH Moeller 
Jones had 130 tackles last season for Moeller in his third varsity season. He played 
linebacker all three years. 


Trey Kilgore WR 62 18 O00 Cincinnati, OH St Xavier 
Kilgore only played in four games due to a broken foot injury in 2012. The week before 
the first game, in a scrimmage, is when Kilgore sustained the injury. 


Jalyn Powell AHH] 185 OOO Warren, OH Harding 
First-team All-Ohio in Division 1 as a senior. Registered 85 tackles and five intercep- 
tions on defense, adding 17 tackles for loss and seven sacks. 


Jon Reschke B62 oooo Bloomfield, Ml Brother Rice 
Reschke is the highest-ranked player in MSU's 2013 recruiting class. He was the No. 4 
player in the state and the No. 148 player in the country. 


Devyn Salmon oT 6 25 oOo Plant City, FL Plant City 
Two-year starter at Plant City High School. Set career high for tackles (29), sacks (5) 
and tackles for loss (8) in 2012. 


Rw, Shelton RBOS-1i «185 OOO Beaver Dam, WI Beaver Dam 
Holds Beaver Dam career record for carries (612), rushing yards (5,092) and rushing 
TDs (78). Rushed for 1,302 yards on 149 carries (8.7 avg.) with 15 touchdowns as 
a senior. 


Damion Terry 
Terry (6-4, 210) broke nearly every school and District 10 single-season passing record 
while leading the Ramblers to a perfect 15-0 season in 2012, including the Class AAA 
championship and a No. 17 national ranking. 


6 64 20 ooo00 Erie, PA Cathedral Prep School 


Delton Williams ATH 62 25 O00 Erie, PA Cathedral Prep School 
Williams was recruited as an athlete, who projects as a potential Star linebacker, strong 
safety or tailback. 


dustin Williams BOG «618 OOO Port St. Lucie, FL Treasure Coast 
One of the fastest members of Dantonio's seventh recruiting class at MSU, Williams 
recorded a 10.5 in the 100 meters as a junior. Ranked No. 21 on the Palm Beach Post's 
Big Board. 
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No. Name 


Denicos Allen 


SPARTANS SPRING ROSTER 


Hometown 


Hamilton, OH 


Name 


Tyler Hoover 


290 Sr. 


Hometown 


Novi 


Jack Allen 


Hinsdale, IL 


Travis Jackson 


280 Jt. 


New Albany, OH 


Paul Andrie 


Valparaiso, IN 


John Jakubik 


Jr. 


Plymouth 


DeAnthony Arnett 


Saginaw 


Evan Jones 


Fr 


West Lafayette, OH 


Kyle Artinian 


Grand Blanc 


Jairus Jones 


Sr. 


Tampa, FL 


Gabe Augustin 


Freeland 


Taiwan Jones 


New Baltimore 


Tres Barksdale 


Solon, OH 


Adam Brown 


Columbia, MD 


Shawn Kamm 


Saginaw 


Kyle Kerrick 


Coatesville, PA 


Max Bullough 


Traverse City 


Kodi Kieler 


Rockwood 


Riley Bullough 


Traverse City 


Macgarrett Kings, Jr. 


._ Fort Lauderdale, FL 


Aaron Burbridge 


g|mig\le |= |= |e ls |= l¢le 


Farmington Hills 


James Kittredge 


Ramsey, NJ 


Skyler Burkland 


c 
S 


Sunbury, OH 


Damon Knox 


Muskegon 


Juwan Caesar 


Miami, FL 


Connor Kruse 


Lowell 


89 Shilique Calhoun 


Middletown, NJ 


Chris Laneaux 


Kalamazoo 


76 Donavon Clark 


Cincinnati, OH 


Paul Lang 


6-5 260 So. 


Pittsburgh, PA 


Brandon Clemons 


Milford, PA 


Jeremy Langtord 


60 26 se. 


Arjen Colquhoun 


Windsor, Ontario 


Zac Leimbach 


5-11 193 Fr. 


Wayne 
Walled Lake _ 


Jack Conklin 


Plainwell 


Isaiah Lewis 


5-10 210 Sr. 


Indianapolis, IN 


Henry Conway 


Shaker Heights, OH 


Kyle Lints 


°\@ lela la |? is |= le |s |° 1s |9|6 |g a 5 7 |S 


6-3 300 So. 


Traverse City 


Connor Cook 


BB" |S |B |B lB |S 18 |B |o |S |S |B |e |B kK |B js je 


Hinckley, OH 


Tony Lippett 


WR 6-3 185 Jr. 


Demetrious Cox 


Jeannette, PA 


Jamal Lyles 


DEB 6-3 242 


Kevin Cronin 


Traverse City 


Matt Macksood 


WR 5-10 184 Fr. 


Ed Davis 


S/*|° S/S /2F 8 FS RS \S 56/5 


6-3 


220 


S/F FS 18 |F 18 18 18 1S |e |S 


Detroit 


Monty Madaris 


6-1 199 Fr. 


Darqueze Dennard 


CB 5-11 


188 


ge 
ba 


Dry Branch, GA 


Andrew Maxwell 


QB 6-3 209 


Michael Dennis 


_ oT 


6-7 


7 


Carey, OH 


Benny McGowan 


Denzel Drone 


62 _ 


Plant City, FL 


Mark Meyers 


Sr 
6-3 312 Fr 
6-0 181 Fr 


Kurtis Drummond 


Ss. 64 


196 


Masury, OH 


Kevin Muma 


Jermaine Edmondson DB 6-0 175 


Canton, OH 


Matitiow Eewoke) LB" 63” 205 


Detroit 


Keith Mumphery 


6-0 199 Sr. 
Jr. 


Tyler O'Connor 


6-0 208 Jt 
6-3 212) Fr. 


Kyler Elsworth 


1B 6-1 


22 


Niko Palazeti 


6-1 250 


Leland Ewing 


SN 6-2 


223 


Jackson 


Tony Fant 


RB 5-8 


180 


Trevon Pendleton 
Taybor Pepper 


5-11 248 
6-4 200 


David Fennell 


OT 6-2 


275 


Josiah Price 


6-4 243 F 


Greentown, IN 


Evan Fischer 


K 5-10 172 


Micajah Reynolds 


6-5 308 


=__‘hansg 


Danny Folino 


1B 5-9 


Pat Rhomberg 


6-0 22 


Columbus, OH 


Fou Fonoti 


oT 6-4 


Ezra Robinson 


6-0 178 


Sarasota, FL 


Bennie Fowler 


WR 6-1 


212 


Marcus Rush 


6-2 250 


Cincinnati, OH 


Dan France 


OL 6-6 


315 


Mike Sadler 


6-0 185 


Grand Rapids 


Jeremy Gainer 


DE 6-2 


235 


8° |£ |S |S |B |B |B |S js | |R 


Mark Scarpinato 


6-3 286 


Milwaukee, Wi 


Andrew Gleichert TE 6-5 255 


n 
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Andre Sims, Jr. 


5-9 185 


Snellville, GA 


Ty Hamilton 


FB OG-0 


233 


Lawrence Thomas 


6-3 300 


Detroit 


Darien Harris 


1B 60 215 


Silver Spring, MD 


Nick Tompkins 


BP |S |= |> [RIS |S |= Jt |S a J Je 5 |= |” 


5-9 185 


Snellville, GA 


Joel Heath 


DE 66 


Cincinnati, OH 


Blake Treadwell 


6-3 300 


East Lansing 


Mylan Hicks 


cB OS-11 


Detroit 


Zach Higgins 


0G 6-4 
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Alliance, OH 


AJ Troup 


6-2 205 


Minneapolis, MN 


Tommy Vento 


Farmington Hills 


Nick Hill 


RB 5-8 


= 
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Chelsea 


Trae Waynes 


Kenosha, WI 


BIS |8/7 |S |& |S |8 


Derek Hoebing 


oT 67 2 


2 \§ 


Vermilion, OH 


RJ Williamson 


” '8 |8 |5 |8 


£ E/E |S 8 FS |B 18 | |S | IS 8 RIS ee 


Middletown, OH 


Sacks: W. Gholston 4.5, D. Allen 3, K. Elsworth 2.5, M. Bullough 2.5 
Interceptions: J. Adams 3, D. Dennard 3, |. Lewis 2, K. Drummond 2, Ru. Williamson 2 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Awvg/G 
A. Maxwell 1310713 234 446 9 525 2606 13 48 200.5 
a PASSING C. Cook 3107.04 OF nF 1 529 94 1 15 313 
fa GP No. Yards Avg 1D Long Avg/G 
w K.Mumphery 13 42 515 123 1 3739.6 
RECEIVING B. Fowler 13 41 #524 128 4 45 403 
-: | D. Sims 12 36 475 13.2 2 4 386 
= euvvpis’ddse sa qhiuvunsvussuubhaqas soaosbuhanicbscebabA shun ckaas ss phabSesas conga orebgnnninsshecstssdvededecs tee sesacsscaunhsedesssshebekaeaass 
= GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TO Long Avg/G 
oO L. Bell 13 382 1844 51 1793 47 12 40 137.9 
| ~—sORUSHING L. Caper 13 18 108 0 108 60 0 #638 «©3683 
= N. Hill 13!) S215 sBW 513) 48) 423 AV teas Ss 
i) Tackles: M. Bullough 111, |. Lewis 80, D. Allen 79 
a DEF. LEADERS Tackles for loss: W. Gholston 13, M. Bullough 12.5, D. Allen 10 


NOTEBOOK 


ichigan State coach Mark Dantonio didn't move 
Riley Bullough from linebacker to running back 
until late in spring practice. 

But it was a calculated move, one conjured as a 
possibility in the middle of last season, as Bullough 
impersonated lowa running back Mark Weisman on 
the scout team. 

“| felt like he had something to him,” Dantonio 
said. “He’s used to carrying the football (in high 
school) and | thought maybe there were some possi- 
bilities there.” 

Bullough enters fall camp at the top of the running 
back depth chart, though three true freshmen rushers 
join the fray in August. 

It's possible Bullough will return to linebacker, 
if Gerald Holmes, Delton Williams and R.J. Shelton 
are ready to carry the load, though that appears less 
likely after Bullough’s 11-carry, 46-yard spring game. 

“We'll see how our freshmen do when they come 
in, then we will have to make some quick, tough deci- 
sions,” Dantonio said. 

The defense won the sweepstakes for behemoth 
sophomore Lawrence Thomas. 

Thomas arrived at MSU a linebacker, then moved 
to defensive end, then played much of last season on 
the offensive side of the ball at fullback. The 6-3, 
300-pound Thomas could probably start at running 
back or tight end — two positions of need — but 
instead, he’s playing inside on the defensive line at 
nose tackle. 

“LT, his quick twitch, reminds me of Jerel Worthy,” 
senior defensive tackle Tyler Hoover said. 

* Offensive coordinator Dan Roushar left to be 
running backs coach of the New Orleans Saints. 
Replacing his job responsibilities are former quarter- 
backs coach Dave Warner and former Ohio State 
offensive coordinator Jim Bollman. Warner will call 
the plays on game days. 

Brad Salem is coaching the quarterbacks, after 
coaching the running backs the last three seasons. 

e Former Michigan State linebacker Percy Snow 
was one of 12 players announced in May for the 2013 
class for the College Football Hall of Fame. Snow, 
a two-time All-American, led the Spartans in tackles 
for three consecutive seasons, from 1987 to 1989. 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


On the offense: “The quarterback situation, as 
always, is a concern. But the concern here is that 
the returning starter, Andrew Maxwell, who started 
all of 2012, went into spring in a quarterback bat- 
tle. There have been indications that he’s won that 
battle. The sooner they name a starter, especially if 
it’s Maxwell, the better. 

“The running back situation is not great. The 
strength of the offense is a question. What is the 
strength of the offense? The one thing they've had 
in recent years is tailbacks. I’m not sure the depth 
is as good as it's been. 

“The question they have at quarterback is a 
major concern, but it helps that they'll obviously be 
very good on defense.” 


— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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you see big improvements. So I haven't 
seen any big improvements.” 

There isn’t much room to climb. 
The Spartans were the nation’s fourth- 
ranked defense in 2012 and allowed 
a Big Ten-leading 16.3 points and 
274.4 yards per game. 

The unit’s only struggles came late 
in games, with its occasional inability 
to get one final stop — albeit usually 
after carrying the team for most of three 
hours — and in its mediocre turnover 
margin. The Spartans were tied for sev- 
enth in the Big Ten with 20 takeaways. 

There’s little reason to think the 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 29.5 47 
Rushing 152.1 64 
Passing 236.4 46 
Total 388.5 53 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


31.0 
137.9 
252.5 
390.4 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
22.3 
133.7 
220.1 
353.8 


RANK DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 


Total 


18.4 
100.5 
176.9 
277.4 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+5 + 0.38 31 +7 + 0.50 


2013 www.lindyssports.com 


2011 RANKINGS 
PER GAME 


PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 


Spartans won’t be at least as good 
defensively. They return most of their 
best players, including three starting 
linebackers, Max Bullough, Denicos 
Allen and Taiwan Jones. 

Bullough, a first-team All-Big Ten 
selection last season, is the quarterback 
and voice of this defense. Allen, a third- 
year starter at strongside linebacker, was 
All-Big Ten two years ago and Jones, 
who seems to show up everywhere on 
the field, took the starting job on the 
weak side from captain Chris Norman 
at midseason. 

The secondary returns Darqueze 
Dennard — an All-Big Ten corner with 
a knack for the ball — though it has to 
replace departed Johnny Adams on the 
other side. Sophomore Trae Waynes and 
redshirt freshman Ezra Robinson appear 
equipped to do so. Their readiness is 
critical in this defensive system, which 
relies on corners who don’t melt when 
left alone in coverage. 

Michigan State’s defensive line is the 
most intriguing group. Talkative and 
touted sophomore end Shilique Cal- 
houn takes the spot of Will Gholston, 
who left early for the NFL. And, in the 
middle is sophomore Lawrence Thomas, 
a 6-3, 300-pound freakish athlete who 
might also be used on the offensive side 
of the ball. 

Thomas’ quick-twitch movement 
and ability to disrupt has drawn com- 
parisons to former Spartan and current 
Green Bay Packer Jerel Worthy. 

Minus Worthy, MSU struggled with 
its push up the middle in 2012. 

“I feel stronger about the defense this 
year than last year,” Dantonio said. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Punter Mike Sadler was lost a bit in 
last season’s story lines. He rescued the 
Spartans’ feeble offense on numerous 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 20.0 
Rushing 149.4 
Passing 209.9 
Total 359.3 


RANK | DEFENSE 

10 Scoring 

9 Rushing 

11 Passing 
6 Total 


PERGAME RANK 
16.3 
98.6 
175.8 
274.4 


RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
26 +2 +0.15 50 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


LB Max Bullough 

The 6-3, 242-pound middle 
linebacker is the heart, voice 
and leader of Michigan State’s 
vaunted defense and a poten- 
tial high NFL Draft pick next 
spring. ... Led the team in 
tackles for the second straight 
season with 111 as a junior, 
while being selected first- 
team All-Big Ten. ... Has 223 tackles in 40 games, the 
last 27 of them starts. ... Has 21 career tackles for loss. 


EMERGING STAR 


WR Aaron Burbridge 

His 29 catches for 364 yards 
don’t fully tell the story of a 
tantalizing freshman season 
for the 6-1, 195-pound wide- 
out; he caught eight passes for 
134 yards at Indiana when the 
Spartans were desperately 
seeking a go-to receiver. ... 
The No. 1 recruit in Michigan a 
year ago continued to shine in the spring game, with five 
catches for 113 yards. ... Burbridge admitted this spring 
he didn’t know how to read defenses last year. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Riley Bullough 

The 6-2, 232-pound redshirt 
freshman began the spring 
backing up his older brother 
Max at middle linebacker and 
ended it as possibly the 
Spartans’ starting running 
back. ... Rushed for 46 yards 
on 11 carries in the spring 
game and is expected to com- 
pete with three incoming freshmen to replace Pittsburgh 
Steelers second-round pick Le’Veon Bell in the back- 
field. ... He and Max are third-generation Spartans. 


RESULTS 
7-6, 3-5 
BOISE STATE 
at Central Michigan 
NOTRE DAME 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
OHIO STATE 
at Indiana 


W 17-13 
W 

L 

W 
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L IOWA (207) 
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w 

L 
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W 

W 


41-7 

3-20 

23-7 
16-17 
31-27 
16-19 
10-12 
16-13 
24-28 
20-23 
26-10 


at Michigan 
at Wisconsin (OT) 
NEBRASKA 
NORTHWESTERN 
at Minnesota 
Buffalo Wild Wings Bow! 


vs. TCU 17-16 
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Burbridge Stakes Claim 
As One to Watch at WR 


aron Burbridge rarely said anything as a true 

freshman receiver. His first words to any re- 
porters this spring explained so much of his first 
season at Michigan State. 

“| could have had a lot of big plays last year if 
| would have known what | was doing,” he said. 

Burbridge represented midseason hope at the 
wideout position with his eight-catch, 134-yard 
performance at Indiana. That set the school sin- 
gle-game freshman record for receiving yards. 

The rest of the way, however, featured few 
such tantalizing moments. 

The 6-1, 195-pound fast and physical sopho- 
more again is seen as the Spartans’ best chance 
at having a true go-to wideout, his five-catch, 
several-big-play, 113-yard spring game only 
adding to this notion. 

The Indiana game last October taught Bur- 
bridge a ton, both about his potential and 
current limitations. 

“Coming out of that game, | knew it was pos- 
sible for me to be as good as | want to be as 
a college player,” said Burbridge, the state of 


: year starting kicker Dan Conroy, but has 

: one of the nation’s top-rated kicking pros- 
: pects, Michael Geiger. Conroy made 23 

: field goals last season, but his nine misses 
: stood out, mostly because the Spartans 

: rarely had those three points to give. 


Aaron Burbridge 
Photo by David Durochik/SportPics 


Michigan’s top recruit a year ago. 


adjust. Burbridge didn’t. He couldn't. 


“Honestly, last year | couldn't really read cov- 


erages. ... | was just running (the play).” 


Burbridge caught 29 passes for 364 yards : 
as a freshman, but 19 of those came during a : 
three-game stretch against the Hoosiers, lowa ; 
and Michigan. Still, he ranked second among Big : 
Ten freshmen in receptions, and he tied for sec- : 


ond in receiving yards. 


“A lot of times a young player takes a big 
jump and then you settle back a little bit,” said 
head coach Mark Dantonio, who’s seeking “con- ; 
sistency” from Burbridge, as well as many of : 


MSU’s younger players. 


Burbridge’s offseason in the film room, figur- 


ing out defenses should help that cause. 


“He understands the importance of the space, : 
the inches you need,” receivers coach Terrence : 
Samuel said. “In that defense, you have to find : 
that soft spot. And he’s starting to apply the : 


things he needs to apply to get himself open.” 


Burbridge is looking forward to seeing how it 
translates to game days this fall. But he can’t : 
stop thinking about how much more he could : 


have helped last season. 
“Every day | think about it,” Burbridge said. 


occasions, landing 31 of his 79 punts 

inside the 20-yard line, while averaging 

a Big Ten-best 43.3 yards per punt. 
Michigan State has to replace three- 


Michigan State ranked 10th in the Big 


: Ten in kick returns, averaging less than 
: 20 yards per try, and didn’t produce 

: a score with a kickoff or punt return all 
: season. Those positions remain in flux. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Visits from Western Michigan, South 


? Florida and Youngstown State should 

: allow Michigan State’s evolving offense 
? a chance to find its footing before a 

? Sept. 21 date at Notre Dame. 


The Big Ten slate is kinder, too, with 


: Michigan at home and Ohio State off 
: the schedule altogether. 


Even if the trip to South Bend, Ind., 


: winds up a loss, the Spartans could be 

: otherwise unbeaten when the Wol- 

? verines visit on Nov. 2, beginning the 

? stretch that'll likely determine MSU’s 

: season. The Spartans have a bye after 

: facing Michigan, then travel to Nebraska 


Defenses saw the game, too, and began to : and Northwestern in consecutive weeks. 


MSU has never won in Lincoln, Neb., 
disastrously losing its only two games 


: there in the modern era — 55-14 in 


1996 and 24-3 two years ago. 
— Graham Couch 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 12 Record 
Aug.30 WESTERN MICHIGAN 4-8 
Sept. 7 SOUTH FLORIDA 3-9 
Sept.14 YOUNGSTOWN STATE 7-4 
Sept. 21 at Notre Dame 12-1 
Oct. 5 at lowa 4-8 
Oct. 12 INDIANA 4-8 
Oct. 19 PURDUE 6-7 
Oct. 26 at Illinois 2-10 
Nov. 2 MICHIGAN 8-5 
Nov. 16 at Nebraska 10-4 
Nov. 23 at Northwestern 10-3 
Nov. 30 MINNESOTA 6-7 
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=f CENTRAL M CHIGAN | CHIPPEWAS 


MACrank:12 Record: 


“| think we have the makings of 
a good football team.” 
— Coach Dan Enos 


CHIPPEWAS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Dan Enos — At Central Michigan and overall: 13-24, 
3 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Cummings 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Tumpkin 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2009 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2011 
RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 7 offense, 7 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Zurlon Tipton, WR Titus Davis, 
LT Jake Olson, C Nick Beamish, DL Jabari Dean, DL Leterrius 
Walton, LB Justin Cherocci 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Once the Chippewas can settle on a quar- 
terback, the quality of their aerial attack could spark an offense that 
averaged 28.9 points a game last season. A receiving corps that is 
ripe with athletic potential could make the passing game potent. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defense, although improved, 
remains the biggest question mark. The line has to anchor the 
unit and should hold its own against the run, but whether the 
entire defense can make a jump from last year’s disappointing 
showing has yet to be seen. 


OFFENSE 


Playmaking shouldn't be an issue once coach 
Dan Enos settles on a starting quarterback. Three 
candidates ended the spring in a race coaches 
deemed too close to call. 

Junior Cody Kater served as Ryan Radeliff’s 
primary backup last year, but appeared in only 
two games. Sophomore Alex Niznak and redshirt 
freshman Cooper Rush did enough during the 
spring to keep Kater from running away with the 
job. Coaches like Kater’s experience and poise — 
factors that could weigh greatly when it comes time 
to make a decision. 

CMU has plenty of playmaking firepower 
through the air. Titus Davis, Courtney Williams 
and Andrew Flory are down-feld threats who have 


record: 4-4 (4th, West) 


big-play potential. 

Senior Zurlon Tipton is again the backfield 
headliner after rushing for 1,492 yards and 19 
touchdowns last season. His combination of tackle- 
breaking power and open-field speed helped set the 
tone for Central last season. Saylor Lavallii also has 
proven he can be productive. 

Despite losing star lineman Eric Fisher, the 
No. 1 overall pick in the NFL Draft, there’s plenty of 
experience up front, including new left tackle Jake 
Olson, a senior who returns to the line after being 
limited to two games last season because of injury. 


DEFENSE 

Enos is banking on the defensive line being the 
strength of his team. Sophomores Jabari Dean and 
Louis Palmer, along with seniors Alex Smith and 
Kenny McClendon and junior Leterrius Walton, 
should vastly improve a defense that ranked 119th 
in tackles for loss last season. 

Dean and Walton, along with fellow linemen 
Matt Losiniecki and Kelby Latta should also be 
stout against the run. 

The linebacking corps is among the most stable 
and productive units on the team. Justin Cherocci 
and Shamari Benton return after ranking first and 
second, respectively, in tackles last season. 

The secondary boasts plenty of experience, 
which — like at linebacker — should improve the 
overall performance of the defense. Despite losing 
a key performer in All-MAC safety Jahleel Addae 
to graduation, two-year starter Avery Cunningham 
will anchor a defensive backfield after making 
a career-best 88 tackles last season. 

Safety Jarret Chapman and cornerback Jason 
Wilson are also proven performers. Sophomore 
safeties Kavon Frazier and Brandon Greer gained 
valuable experience as freshmen that could put 
them in line to contribute this fall. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Redshirt freshman kicker Ron Coluzzi appears 
ready to lay claim to the starting placekicking 
duties following the graduation of David Harman. 
Coluzzi has a big leg, but will need to establish 
some consistency to truly settle into the role. Senior 
punter Richie Hogan returns after finishing fourth 
in the MAC with a 40.8-yard average. 


OVERVIEW 

Awin in last year’s Little Caesar's Pizza Bowl pushed 
Central Michigan over .500 and garnered Enos a 
contract extension. Now, the Chippewas need to make 
a move in the MAC. An improved defense should 
help. A home game against two-time league champion 
Northern Illinois on Oct. 19 could be telling. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DL Kelby Latta: After redshirting last season, 


Latta — at 312 pounds — has a lot of upside as a key 
cog in a defensive line rotation that should be much 
fiercer against the run than it was last season. 


2013 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2012 RESULTS 2013 SCHEDULE 
vursabarmag 


2012 RANKINGS 


Stadium: Kelly/Shorts Stadium (30,255) 


Cody Kater 
Zurlon Tipton* 
Andrew Flory 
Courtney Williams* 
Titus Davis* 
Connor Odykirk* 
Jake Olson 

Andy Phillips* 
Nick Beamish* 
Cody Pettit 
Kevin Henry* 


DEFENSE 


DE 


Kenny McClendon 


Justin Cherocci* 
Shamari Benton* 
Jason Wilson* 
Brandon Greer 

Kavon Frazier 

Jarret Chapman* 
Avery Cunningham* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K Vv 
P 


Ron Coluzzi 
Richie Hogan* 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 31 
Sept.7 


Sept. 14 
Sept. 21 


By Jeff Arnold 


at Michigan 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Sept. 28 


Oct. 5 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 19 
Nov. 6 
Nov. 16 
Nov. 23 
Nov. 29 


at UNLV 
TOLEDO 
at NC State 


at Miami (OH) 


at Ohio 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Ball State 

at Western Michigan 
MASSACHUSETTS 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 


MICHIGAN STATE 
at lowa 
at Northern Illinois 
at Toledo 
NAVY 
BALL STATE 
AKRON 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Eastern Michigan 
MIAMI (OH) 
at UMass 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl 
vs. Western Kentucky 


PER GAME 
28.9 
150.5 
244.2 
394.7 


PER GAME 
32.4 
192.8 
241.1 
433.9 


PER GAME 
+015 


SOUTHEAST MISSOURI STATE 38-27 


7-41 
32-31 
24-55 
35-50 
13-31 
30-41 
35-14 
31-42 
34-31 
30-16 
42-21 


24-21 


RANK 
63 
R 

51 
63 
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MINNESOTA 


For more coverage of the Golden Gophers, visit minnesota.rivals.com | 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR; Matt Limegrover 


AT A GLANCE 


20172 RECORD: 
6-7 overall, 2-6 Big Ten (T-5th, Legends) 


COACH: 
Jerry Kill — At Minnesota: 9-16, 2 years; 
overall: 136-89, 19 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
18; 10 offense, 7 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Philip Nelson, RB Donnell Kirkwood, 

DT Ra’Shede Hageman, DE Theiren Cockran, 
LB Aaron Hill, DB Derrick Wells, 

DB Brock Vereen 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 
Minnesota’s identity started to take shape in 
Kill’s second year, particularly on defense. 
The Gophers allowed a touchdown less per 
game in 2012 than they did in 2011, which 
was the main reason Minnesota doubled its 
win total from three to six. Many of the 


defensive playmakers return. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Minnesota is still extremely young at quarter- 
back. Nelson was inconsistent in starting the 
final seven games of 2012 as a true fresh- 
man. His backups are a redshirt freshman 
and probably a true freshman. These young 
QBs don’t have established receivers to 
throw to, making the passing game all the 
more worrisome. 


KEY LOSSES: 
DE D.L. Wilhite, LB Mike Rallis, 
CB Michael Carter, CB Troy Stoudermire 


OVERVIEW: 

Exceeding last year’s 6-6 regular-season 
mark is a tangible goal, but the two teams 
the Gophers beat in Big Ten play — Illinois 
and Purdue — are off the schedule. 
Though the Gophers also miss Ohio State, 
the formidable conference slate will test 
how far coach Jerry Kill has brought this 
program in Year Three. 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tracy Claeys 


STADIUM: TCF Bank Stadium: 50,000 


Gophers Seek Third-Year Spike Under Kill 


nesota went to its last Rose Bowl 

and almost that long (1967) since 
the Gophers took home even a share of 
the Big Ten championship. 

So to say Minnesota is looking for 
a coach who can take the program to 
the next level is, well, a bit obvious. 

And yet the questions persist: Can 
Jerry Kill take the Gophers to new 
heights, and is this the year they take 
another step? 

His predecessor, Tim Brewster, 
couldn’t do it. Brewster’s predecessor, 
Glen Mason, got as close as anyone, 
but couldn’t get over the hump when 
it mattered most. Kill has a track record 
that indicates he’ll deliver. 

This is his third year at Minnesota, 
which has generally meant good things 
for Kill-coached teams. 

At Southern Illinois, his first two 
teams went a combined 5-18. Year 
Three? 10-2. 

He moved on to Northern Illinois, 
where a 13-13 combined record his first 
two seasons gave way to a 10-3 mark 
in 2010, the final season before he was 
hired at Minnesota. Many of his recruits 
at Northern Illinois played for the Hus- 
kies in the Orange Bowl in January. 

So after a 3-9 debut and a 6-7 follow- 
up that included the Gophers’ first trip 
to a bowl game since 2009, what should 
be expected in year three at Minnesota? 

“I’m real excited, but I think we've all 
got to be careful about putting a num- 
ber on how many games we think we 
should win to see progress,” Minnesota 
athletic director Norwood Teague told 
the Minneapolis-Star Tribune. 

In other words, don’t expect miracles; 
and also, Kill should be thankful to 
have a boss who doesn’t expect them. 
Building a program without shortcuts 
in the Big Ten takes time, and tangible 


| has been a half-century since Min- 


results might not be immediate. 

That said, Kill has talked openly about 
his team’s progress, including a corner 
turned in last year’s bowl game. Even 
though Minnesota lost, 34-31, victim- 
ized by a late Texas Tech rally in the 
Meineke Car Care Bowl, his team’s phys- 
ical play and speed gave Kill renewed 
optimism that better days are ahead. 

“Where we were a year ago and where 
we are now, there is no comparison,” he 
said shortly after that loss. 

Will a restless fan base understand that 
baby steps and growing pains lead to the 
big leaps and consistent success? Well, 
that’s all part of what makes Year Three 
under Kill that much more intriguing. 


OFFENSE 

Minnesota entered 2012 with 
an experienced senior quarterback 
(MarQueis Gray) and a sophomore 
backup who saw extended playing time 
as a true freshman (Max Shortell). But 
the combined injuries and ineffective- 
ness of the pair led to a midseason 
switch to then-true freshman Philip 
Nelson — a move that provided flashes 
of early promise, plenty of stumbles, 
but above all set the tone for 2013. 

Nelson is the elder statesman among 
the quarterbacks who could realisti- 
cally see the field this year, and he’s the 
incumbent starter based on his work in 
2012 and this spring. His backup, Mitch 
Leidner, redshirted during his fresh- 
man season a year ago. Both will still be 
teenagers when the 2013 season begins, 
and if the Gophers are forced further 
down the depth chart again, true fresh- 
man Chris Streveler would be the likely 
signal-caller. 

They will be throwing to a group of 
pass-catchers that is older, but equally 
lacking in acclaim. So what’s the good 
news — and how is Minnesota going to 
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Donnell Kirkwood 


Photo by Brace Hemmelgarn-USA TODAY Sport 


move the ball? 

It starts with Nelson, who looks 
much more comfortable running the 
offense as a sophomore. He completed 
his first 10 passes during Minnesota’s 
spring game and is noticeably quicker, 
shedding 10 pounds in the offseason to 
drop down from 225 to 215. The leaner 
frame should help him execute the 
zone-read offense more efficiently. 

It continues with tailbacks Donnell 
Kirkwood and Rodrick Williams. 

Kirkwood had 926 yards rushing 
and six touchdowns as a sophomore in 
2012, including 152 yards and a pair 
of scores in a victory over Illinois that 
made the Gophers bowl-eligible for the 
first time since 2009. Tag-team partner 
Williams had his redshirt lifted mid- 
season and impressed as well, giving 
the Gophers a nice 1-2 punch and an 
identity in the running game. 

The reason to believe it will all click 


— the offensive line has more depth 
and talent than any other group on 
the roster. 

The line was young and injury- 
plagued in 2012, but those growing 
pains should bring big benefits in 2013. 
Seven different returning players made 
at least three starts a year ago, while 
talented newcomers such as redshirt 
freshmen Isaac Hayes and Ohio State 
transfer Brian Bobek will also push for 
playing time. 

Ideally, Kill wants a running team in 
2013 — he’s a hard-nosed coach who 
loves to move the ball on the ground. 
A glimpse at the preferred offensive 
mix can be seen in the bowl game loss 
to Texas Tech, in which the Gophers 
put up 31 points and ran 73 offensive 
plays — 54 runs and just 19 passes — 
for 368 yards. 

It helped them hold the ball for more 
than 36 minutes. If an improving and 


deep offensive line can help Minnesota 
control the line of scrimmage in 2013, 
expect more of that style. 


DEFENSE 

This is the side of the ball in which 
improvement from 2011 to 2012 was 
most evident. 

Minnesota cut its points allowed by 
a full touchdown (31.7 to 24.7 ppg) 
and used big plays on defense as the 
cornerstone for victories — most nota- 
bly against Syracuse, which was held 
without a touchdown until the final 
minute despite having an offense led 
by quarterback Ryan Nassib, a fourth- 
round NFL draft pick this past April. 

Can Minnesota's defense, much like 
the team as a whole, take another step 
forward in 2013? 

The good news is Minnesota has 
depth in the secondary and a beast of a 
player on the defensive line in Ra’Shede 
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Derrick Wells 
ma Photo by Jesse Johnson-US PRESSWIRE 


WA 


SCOUTING REPORT: 


POS STARTER YR. _ COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Philip Nelson* So. Looks more comfortable but needs to make a leap. Mitch Leidner, Fr. 

RB _ Donnell Kirkwood* Jr. Rugged runner was pleasant surprise a year ago. Rodrick Williams, So. 
RB Mike Henry* Sr. __ Primarily a blocker, and a good one at that. Gabe Mezzenga, Jr. 
WR _ Isaac Fruechte* Jr. Must put good speed to use this season. Jamel Harbison, So. 
WR _ Derrick Engel* Jr. Sure-handed and developing chemistry with Nelson. Devin Crawford-Tufts, Jr. 
TE —_ Drew Goodger So. Dual-threat as blocker and pass-catcher could have big year. Lincoln Plsek, So. 

LT Ed Olson* Sr. Good size (6-7, 309) but must stay healthy this year. Marek Lenkiewicz, Jr. 
LG Zac Epping’ Jr. Versatile player started at three spots in 2012. Tommy Olson, Jr. 

C Jon Christenson* So. __ Impressive in debut last season, but must stay healthy. Ernie Heifort, So. 

RG Zach Mottla* Jr. __ Missed spring with a broken leg and looking to catch up. _ Isaac Hayes, Fr. 

RT —_ Josh Campion* So. Locked down spot as freshman and started all 13 games. Foster Bush, So. 

PK — Chris Hawthorne St. __ Trying to reclaim spot lost by injury in 2011. Ryan Santoso, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE — Michael Amaefula* Jr. Steady player who is good at the point of attack. Alex Keith, So. 
DT _ Ra’Shede Hageman* Sr. __ Dominant force will play on Sundays in future. Harold Legania, Jr. 


DT Cameron Botticelli* Jr. Teams well with Hageman in clogging interior run game. Scott Ekpe, So. 

DE _ Theiren Cockran So. Sophomore trying to replace sack master D.L. Wilhite. Ben Perry, Jr. 

LB Aaron Hill* Sr. Only starter to return at LB must anchor the group. Lamonte Edwards, Jr. 
LB Damien Wilson Jr. JC transfer looks to make immediate impact. Jack Lynn, Fr. 

LB James Manuel Sr. __ Played well in reserve role, and now his time increases. Dominic Schultz, Fr. 
CB Eric Murray So. Surprise player has shot to top of depth chart. Jeremy Baltazar, Sr. 
CB Derrick Wells* Jr. Made transition from safety to. corner this spring. Briean Boddy, Jr. 

$ Cedric Thompson* Jr. __ Hard-hitter had two interceptions a year ago. Damarius Travis, So. 
$ Brock Vereen* Sr. Leader of the secondary and lone senior starter in unit. Damarius Travis, So. 
P Christian Eldred* Jr. Pleasant surprise a year ago after taking over duties early on. Ryan Santoso, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 
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3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Damien Wilson 
Wilson racked up 
122 tackles in just 
nine games at Jones 


County Junior College ~ 


and was named the 
Most Valuable 
Defensive Player for 
Region 23. Wilson is 
expected to start at 
middle linebacker for 
the Gophers in 2013 
after enrolling in 
January. The 


Gophers need Wilson 


to have a big season 
on defense. 


Poss Ht 


Wt Stars 
De'Vondre Campbell 1B 65 22 O00 


Drew Wolitarsky 
The Canyon County 
(Calif.) product is the 
State's all-time record 
holder in receptions 
and receiving yards. 
Minnesota needs play- 
makers at the receiver 
position, and 
Wolitarsky will likely 
have the opportunity to 
play right away. 
Wolitarsky has the size, 
strength, and playmak- 
ing ability to have 

a strong freshman year 
for the Gophers, 


Hometown 
Hutchinson, KS 


Ryan Santoso 

The Pace (Fla.) native 
has a big time leg that 
landed him the oppor- 
tunity to play in the 
Under Armour All- 
American game. 
Minnesota had some 
woes in the kicking 
game a season ago 
and it appears the 
kicking duties are 
Santoso’s to lose. 
Santoso could be a 
huge impact new- 
comer in 2013. 
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Hutchinson 6.C. 


Rated as a three-star outside linebacker out of Hutchinson Community College... Three 
years of eligibility at Minnesota...Signing Day surprise for Gopher fans...Had 83 tack- 
les with eight tackles for loss in 12 games. 


Eric Carter WR 511 18 O00 Lakeland, FL Lake Gibson 
Rated a three-star and nation’s No. 76 wide receiver by Rivals.com...Led Lake Gibson 
to a perfect 10-0 regular season record...Caught 54 passes for 801 yards and nine 
touchdowns as a senior. 


Rayfield Dixon 1B 63 25 Oooo Loxahatchee, FL Seminole Ridge 
Recorded 174 tackles, 33 tackles-for-loss, and 11 sacks in his junior and senior sea- 
sons at Seminole Ridge...Helped his team to the district title...Rated as a three-star 
outside linebacker. 


Berkley Edwards RB 59 19 O00 Chelsea, Ml Chelsea 
The nation’s No. 9 all-purpose back by Rivals.com...Rushed for 1,329 yards and 21 
touchdowns as a senior...Earned first-team All-State honors...Brother of former 
Michigan receiver Braylon Edwards. 


Hendrick Ekpe DE 65 21 000 Lewisville, 1X Lewisville 
Earned first-team All-District 8-5A as a senior...Tallied 60 tackles and six sacks in 


junior and senior seasons...Rated a three-star by Rivals.com...Younger brother of 
current Gopher Scott Ekpe. 


Jordan Hinojosa =sTss6-3 272 «OOO Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville C.C. 
Three-star junior college transfer from Coffeyville Community College... Originally part 
of the 2012 recruiting class...Second-team Associated Press Class 6A All-State honors 
at Miami Central in 2011. 


Donovahn Jones «= ATH:s« 3 «1979 OOO — Hampton, GA Dutchtown 
Accumulated over 2,200 total yards and 23 touchdowns as a senior...Has ability to play 
either quarterback or receiver...All-state guard in basketball. 


De'Niro Laster 1B 64 20 C00 Cleveland, OH Cleveland Heights 
Rivals.com No. 35 outside linebacker...Had 70 tackles, four sacks, and two forced 
fumbles in 2012.,.Helped lead team to an 8-2 record. 


Alex Mayes Oo 65 25 ooo Van Alstyne, TX 
Four-year starter at Van Alstyne...First-team All-District... 
2011. 


Van Alstyne 
Second-team all-state in 
..Honorable Mention all-state in 2012... Three-star ranking from Rivals.com. 


Ellenwood, GA Cedar Grove 
Forced five fumbles, recovered four fumbles, 


Daletavius McGhee DB 6&1 1% OO 
Made 89 tackles, three tackles-for-loss... 
and made one interception in 2012. 


Committments 
Average Stars 


*) 
OOO06 


O660o  * 
OOOGo § 


Total Stars 52 
National Rank: 61 Big Ten: 12 


Daletavius McGhee 
McGhee was a virtual 
unknown prior to his 
senior season at 
Cedar Grove. Gopher 
fans will love his 
aggressive and physi- 
cal nature in the sec- 
ondary. McGhee has 
the athleticism to play 
either safety or corner 
at Minnesota. The 
Georgia defensive 
back could a steal for 
Minnesota head 
coach Jerry Kill. 


2074 NEEDS® Minnesota wit continue 


to search for playmakers on the offensive side of the ball. 
The Gophers will continue to build depth on the offensive 
line by adding three or four offensive linemen in their 
2014 class. On defense, expect the Gophers to look for 
someone to replace Ra’Shede Hageman at the defensive 
tackle position. The Minnesota staff will continue to 
target defensive backs. After making a bowl in 2012, 
the Gophers have the opportunity to make some noise 
with their 2014 recruiting class. 

— Lucas Trickle, Gopherlllustrated.com/Rivals.com 


HOW 


Jalen Myrick BB 510 20 OO 

Led team to perfect 11-0 season as a junior and 8-4 record as a senior...Georgia 
Class-A honorable mention all-state...State runner-up in 100 meters on the track as 
a junior. 


Stars Hometown 


Demaris Peppers OT 63 20 O00 Memphis, TN Fairley 
Rivals.com three-star defensive tackle...Recorded 57 tackles, 17 tackles-for-loss, 
and 11 sacks as a senior...Participated in 2012 Toyota Tennessee East-West All-Star 
Game. 


Owen Salzwedel DE 66 20 000 Beaver Dam, Wi Beaver Dam 
No. 8 prospect from the state of Wisconsin...Made 89 tackles, 16 tackles for loss, and 
11 sacks in eight games as a senior...Wisconsin Football Coaches Association all-state 
honorable mention. 


Ryan Santoso K 65 20 oO Pace, FL Pace 
Rivals.com No. 15 kicker...Connected on 14 of 17 field goal attempts in his senior 
season at Pace...29-for-29 in point-after attempts...Selected to Under Armour All- 
American Game. 


Chris Streveler 62 29 ooo Woodstock, IL Marian Central Catholic 
Rivals.com No. 35 prospect from Illinois...Conference and area Player of the Year in 


2011 and 2012. ..First-team all-state... Recorded 3,900 total yards and 48 touchdowns 
as a senior. 


Damien Wilson IB 62 24 oo Ellisville, MS Jones County J.C, 
Most Valuable Defensive Player for Region 23 at Jones County Community 
College... All-MACJC South Division first-team and All-Region 23...Collected 122 
tackles and six tackles for loss in nine games. 


Chris Wipson 1B 62 210 OO Wayzata, MN Wayzata 
State of Minnesota's No. 5 recruit by Rivals.com...First-team all-state as a senior... 
All-state honorable mention and all-conference as a junior...Senior season cut short 
due to injury. 


Drew Wolitarsky WR 63 208 O00 Canyon Country, CA Canyon 
California's all-time record holder in career catches (281) and career receiving yards 
(5,148)... Second in state history with 52 career touchdown receptions...Second-team 
all-state... Four-year letterwinner. 


Nate Wozniak T 69 28 OOO Greenwood, IN Center Grove 
No. 39 tight end in the nation by Rivals.com...2012 Indianapolis All-Star Super Team 
.--Helped his team to a 12-2 record and advanced to Class 5A semifinals...Had 331 
receiving yards and five touchdowns in 2012. 
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GOLDEN GOPHERS SPRING ROSTER 


Hometown 


No. Name 


28 Moses Alipate 


6-5 281 Sr Bloomington 


98 Michael Amaefula 


6-2 244 Jr Arlington, TX 


39 Duke Anyanwu 


64 241 Fr. 


Blaine 


64 Caleb Bak 


6-3 302 Jr. Columbia Heights 


22 Jeremy Baltazar 


59 Joey Balthazor 


Z2\a| |sizfja 


31 Cole Banham 


47 Quinn Bauducco 


1 Brendan Beal 


47 Mex Bisch 
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46 Cameron Botticelli DL 


77 Foster Bush OL 


SH PlP/S/ Bonin 


De'Vondre Campbell LB 
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Michael Conway 
14 Connor Cosgrove 


80 Devin Crawford-Tufts 


SRB Slajf\B) |Bi= 


19 Cedric Dicke 
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Jamel Harbison 


JoJuan Harper 
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Jared Hartman 
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Tyler Hartmann 


Chris Hawthorne 
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Antonio Johnson 


Cavonte Johnson 


8/8 


Roland Johnson 


Donovahn Jones 
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2 DEF. LEADERS 


GP 
P. Nelson 7 
M. Shortell 8 

GP 
AJ. Barker 8 
|, Fruechte 12 
D. Engel 12 

GP 
D. Kirkwood = 13 
M. Gray an 
R, Williams 8 


Effic Cmp Att Int Pct 
1044 75 152 8 49.3 
1263 65 116 5 56.0 

No. Yards Avg 1D Long 
30 577 19.2 7 63 
19 256 13.5 2 34 
18 375 208 1 42 

Att. Gain Loss Net Avg 

218 958 32 42 
72 445 +55 390 54 
57 267 6 261 46 


Yards TD Long Aug/G 
873 8 63 1247 
853 6 53 106.6 
Aug/G 

721 

21.3 

31.2 

TD Long Avg/G 

6 38 71.2 

5) 7-355 

2 #7 326 


Tackles for loss: D.L. Wilhite 11, R, Hageman 7.5, two tied with 5 
Sacks: D,L. Wilhite 8.5, R. Hageman 6, M. Amaefula 2.5 
Interceptions: M. Carter 4, four tied with 2 


NOTEBOOK 


ffensive coordinator Matt Limegrover underwent 
gastric bypass surgery in May of 2012, and he 
opened up about the process this spring. 

The 6-2 Limegrover, who said he was 403 
pounds at his heaviest, was down to 235 during 
spring ball and said he had maintained that weight 
for several months. 

“| wish | would have had the financial means and 
insurance to do it 10 years ago,” Limegrover said. 
“| could have been a better coach, better parent, 
better husband, better son and better friend. Because 
I'm a totally different person.” 

¢ The Gophers’ 2013 conference schedule is a bit 
daunting, but starting in 2014 they figure to benefit 
from the Big Ten’s new divisions. Gone are the 
Legends and Leaders; in their place will be the East 
and West, with many observers believing the West 
— where the Gophers landed — is the softer of the 
two. Illinois, lowa, Nebraska, Northwestern, Purdue 
and Wisconsin are the other six schools in the West. 

Wide receiver Andre McDonald was a heralded 
member of the Gophers’ 2012 recruiting class. But 
after catching just 10 passes as a true freshman, he 
has run into some off-field problems. He did not par- 
ticipate in spring practice, but did watch the spring 
game from the sideline. He is hoping to return to the 
team in the fall once he gets his coursework in order. 

© Quarterback Max Shortell, who started games as 
a freshman and sophomore before announcing in 
December he intended to transfer, landed at 
Jacksonville State in Alabama. 

Gophers coach Jerry Kill is always looking for an 
edge, and he found it with the help of about 300 sup- 
porters this spring. Kicker Chris Hawthorne drilled a 
couple of routine field goals in a scrimmage during 
spring practice, but Kill decided to turn up the heat a 
little by inviting spectators onto the field to surround 
him during a longer attempt afterward. Hawthorne 
drilled the kick. 


“Similar to Indiana, every time you go to 
Minnesota, you see something improve. The 
personnel improves; the team improves; the 
program improves. 

“There’s another change on offense. Now, 
they're more traditional; they're more pro forma- 
tion. It looks like they're going back to the Glen 
Mason formula. They want to run the ball; they 
want to run it from traditional formations. They 
want to control the clock, and they want to 
improve on defense. It looks like this new formula 
is the old formula. 

“They could have a better team, but the sched- 
ule is tougher. Their crossovers are Penn State, 
Wisconsin and Indiana. Their home Legends games 
are lowa and Nebraska, which means their away 
Legends schedule is pretty difficult (at Michigan, 
Michigan State, Northwestern).” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Hageman, who had six sacks and 7.5 
tackles for a loss last season. His pres- 
ence should help Theiren Cockran, 

a new Starter at defensive end who will 
have big shoes to fill in replacing D.L. 
Wilhite, who graduated after leading 
Minnesota with 8.5 sacks and 11 tackles 
for loss a season ago. 

Hageman began his career as a tight 
end but was converted into a 6-6, 
311-pound wrecking machine at nose 
tackle. He flirted with testing out the 
NFL Draft waters but decided to return 
for his senior season. Hageman has 


2010 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 23.2 
Rushing 135.3 
Passing 226.1 
Total 361.3 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 18.4 
Rushing 160.0 
Passing 150.3 
Total 310.3 


DEFENSE DEFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 31.7 
Rushing 186.4 
Pass 216.7 


Total 403.1 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


392.2 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+2 +0.17 45 -8 - 0.67 
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2011 RANKINGS 


the strength to take on defenders at 
the point of attack, but still retains the 
quickness from his tight end days. 

“You can tell he’s hungrier than he’s 
ever been,” senior safety Brock Vereen 
said of Hageman. “He will definitely be 
a top playmaker for us.” 

Vereen anchors a secondary that also 
includes safety Cedric Thompson and 
Derrick Wells, who made a successful 
transition from safety to cornerback 
this spring. All three players had two 
interceptions a year ago; Minnesota had 
13 picks in 2012 after getting just four 
in all of 2011. Wells, a sure tackler who 
tied for third on the team with 74 last 
season, will help make up for the gradu- 
ation of corners Troy Stoudermire and 
Michael Carter. 

The main question mark on defense 
is at linebacker, where only Aaron Hill 
returns as a starter after the graduation 
of Mike Rallis and Keanon Cooper, both 
of whom ranked among the top five in 
tackles for the Gophers last season. 

Position battles could last well into 
August, particularly as junior college 
transfer Damien Wilson and redshirt 
freshman Jack Lynn battle for the 
starting middle linebacker spot. Senior 
James Manuel, who played in all 13 
games (primarily as a reserve), should 
have the inside track on the other out- 
side linebacker spot after collecting 50 
tackles and a fumble recovery in 2012. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The placekicking and punting jobs 
belong to senior Chris Hawthorne and ju- 
nior Christian Eldred entering fall camp. 

Hawthorne was the team’s primary 
placekicker in 2011 before suffering a 
leg injury midseason. He is getting an- 
other chance to prove himself. Eldred 
took over the punting job early in the 
2012 season and impressed with his 


2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 22.1 94 
Rushing 151.9 67 
Passing 169.5 105 
Total 321.4 108 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


DT Ra’Shede Hageman 

Was an honorable mention 
All-Big Ten media selection 
last season after collecting six 
sacks. ... Still picking up finer 
points of defensive tackle 
after switching from tight end 
early in his career. ... 
Considered entering NFL Draft 
early but decided to come 
back for his senior season. ... Graduate of Minneapolis 
Washburn High, making him one of the few players on 
the Gophers in recent years from a Minneapolis city 
school. ... Was ranked the No. 1 tight end prospect in the 
nation coming out of high school by Tom Lemming. 


EMERGING STAR 
WR Jamel Harbison 


Emerged early in camp in 
2012 as a true freshman 
before tearing his ACL in the 
first game of the season 
against UNLV. ... Recovered in 
time for spring practice and is 
nearly back to full strength. ... 
Was ranked as a four-star 
recruit and No. 32 overall WR 
in the nation by ESPN out of high school. ... Small in 
Stature (5-11) but is a natural playmaker who could 
give a major jolt to an undistinguished Gophers group 
of receivers. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


LB Damien Wilson 

Was fourth in the nation with 
122 tackles (76 solo) as a 
sophomore at Jones County 
Community College before 
transferring to the Gophers 
and signing in December. ... 
Impressed Minnesota coaches 
this spring with his speed, 
instincts and ability to play in 
space. ... Is in competition to be the starter at middle 
linebacker to replace Mike Rallis, who was second on 
the team in tackles last year. ... Is the cousin of Gophers 
running back David Cobb. 


RESULTS 
6-7, 2-6 
at UNLV (307) 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
SYRACUSE 
at lowa 
NORTHWESTERN 
at Wisconsin 
PURDUE 
MICHIGAN 
at Illinois 
at Nebraska 
MICHIGAN STATE 
Meineke Car Care Bow! 
vs. Texas Tech 


30-27 

44-7 
28-23 
17-10 
13-31 
13-21 
13-38 
44-28 
13-35 

17-3 
14-38 
10-26 


resrerrrsesss 


31-34 
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DE Cockran Could Bag 
Sacks in Bunches 


ake a quick glance at defensive end Theiren 

Cockran’s statistics from a year ago — six 
tackles, one sack — and it would be easy to 
overlook the sophomore defensive end. 

It wouldn’t be the first time he was over- 
looked. It also wouldn’t be the first time over- 
looking Cockran proved to be a big mistake. 

In high school, he was the third-most recog- 
nized player ... on his own defensive line at Home- 
stead (Fla.) High. Miami recruit Ricardo Williams 
made the first team, while Louisiana-Lafayette 
recruit Britton Hall made the second team on the 
Miami Herald’s All-Dade County team. Cockran 
had to settle for honorable mention. 

But it could be Cockran who makes the big- 
gest impact of the three in college football this 
season. A late bloomer who gave up basketball 
to fully concentrate on football as a high school 
junior, the 6-6 Cockran is just starting to figure 
out his increasingly large body and role. 

He arrived at Minnesota weighing 210 
pounds. Now a redshirt sophomore, he was up 
to 245 (and counting) this spring. 

“If we keep him healthy, he should have a big 


defensive coordinator Tracy Claeys. 
A big year out of Cockran would be a big deal 


claiming second-team All-Big Ten honors. 


number. The sky’s the limit.” 


Off the field, Cockran is a computer science 
major who was named Academic All-Big Ten : 


last year. 


On the field, he is gaining a reputation for be- 
ing a big hitter — even at times when he isn’t : 
supposed to hit. There were multiple spring : 
camp skirmishes involving Cockran, and in the 3 
spring game he barreled into quarterback Mitch : 
Leidner on a play, despite the fact that quarter- : 


backs were supposed to be off-limits to hitting. 


Cockran said he tried to let up on Leidner, and 
neither was worse for the wear afterward. While 
head coach Jerry Kill surely didn’t like to see his : 
backup quarterback take a needless hit, he is : 
a proponent of the type of physical play and : 


aggression Cockran has shown. 


As long as he saves his biggest hits for oppos- 
ing quarterbacks, everyone in maroon and gold : 


will be happy. 


: hang time (22 fair catches) and ability 
: to pin opponents deep (22 punts inside 
: the 20). 


However, true freshman Ryan San- 


: toso, a 6-5, 260-pounder from Pace, Fla., 
: could beat out one or both of them. 

: Kill is a stickler for field position and he 
: likes Santoso’s big leg. 


“| want him to kick it out of the end 


zone, period, and he’s got the leg to do 
: that,” Kill said of Santoso on Signing 

? Day. “And I also want him to be able to 
: punt the football.” 
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e slate looks con- 
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The non-conferenc 


: siderably easier than it did a year ago, 
: with no BCS opponents among the 
: four games. 


North Carolina was originally on the 


? schedule, but Minnesota bought its 

: way out of a home-and-home series in 
; 2013-14 for $800,000, a move widely 

: criticized by fans at the time — though 
? an announcement in May that the 

? Gophers recouped some of that money 
: by scheduling BCS foe TCU in 2014-15 
: softened the blow. 


In Big Ten play, the Gophers 


: have a tougher go of it. Illinois and 
year because he’s not a coward,” said Gophers : purdue, the two teams Minnesota beat 
? in conference play a year ago, are off 
? the schedule. They dodge Ohio State, 
for the Gophers, who are trying to replace de- : 
parted defensive end D.L. Wilhite. A year ago, : 
Wilhite had 8.5 sacks to lead the team while also 
: the conference). 

“| want to get as many as | can,” Cockran said 
of his sack total wish list in 2013. “I have no set : 


but six of their eight Big Ten foes had 
winning overall records last year 
(five of them were at least .500 in 


— Michael Rand 


Date Opponent 12 Record 
Aug. 29 UNLV 2-11 
Sept.7 at New Mexico State 1-11 
Sept.14 WESTERN ILLINOIS 3-8 
Sept.21 SAN JOSE STATE 11-2 
Sept. 28 1OWA 4-8 
Oct. 5 at Michigan 8-5 
Oct. 19 at Northwestern 10-3 
Oct. 26 NEBRASKA 10-4 
Nov. 2 at Indiana 4-8 
Nov. 9 PENN STATE 8-4 
Nov. 23 WISCONSIN 8-6 
Nov.30 at Michigan State 7-6 


SEE 
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EASTERN M 
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ee ~ | MACrank:13_ Record: 2-10 


“This team has gone through some 
growing pains and grown up. If this 
group understands their ability level 
and plays with consistency, we will 
win a lot of games.” 

— Coach Ron English 


EAGLES at a GLANCE 


COACH: Ron English — At Eastern Michigan 
OVERALL: 10-38, 4 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Stan Parrish 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1987 
LAST BOWL: 1987, California Bowl 
RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 7 offense, 5 def 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Tyler Benz, TE Tyreese Russell, 
RG Campbell Allison, DE Kalonji Kashama, FS Donald Coleman, 
K Dylan Mulder 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Parrish already added several wrinkles 
into the playbook to emphasize getting the ball to playmakers. 
Benz showed promise last season and the Eagles finally have 
sufficient depth at key positions on both sides of the ball, par- 
ticularly on offense, to overcome injuries. The Eagles have quality 
speed at the secondary for the first time in years. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive line lacks experience at 
some spots. The Eagles should be a better overall team than last 
season, but they play six of their first nine on the road, including 
at Penn State, Rutgers, Army, Northern Illinois and Toledo. That's 
a tough task for even championship-level MAC teams. 


OFFENSE 

The Eagles lacked an identity on offense in 2012. 

Eastern Michigan had a breakout 6-6 season in 
2011 behind a stout running game. That won’t be an 
issue with new offensive coordinator Stan Parrish 
calling the signals in 2013. Parrish brings a wealth 
of experience to the staff and already blended some 
elements of the spread offense in the spring. 

Parrish’s impressive background is a plus for an 
offense starving for playmakers after averaging 
21.3 points last season. 

Junior quarterback Tyler Benz flashed some 


potential with several big games last season. Par- 
rish simplified the playbook to help the Eagles limit 
turnovers and adjust quicker to his style. 

Junior tailback Bronson Hill is set to build off 
a solid sophomore campaign. Sophomore Darius 
Jackson’s speed and size — 6-0, 215 pounds with 
a 4.4 40 — gives the Eagles a weapon at tailback. 

Eastern Michigan coach Ron English expects 
a big season from tight end Tyreese Russell. Right 
tackle Lincoln Hansen and left guard Campbell 
Allison anchor an experienced offensive line that 
lacks sufficient depth to overcome injuries. 

The Eagles don’t possess a big-time player at wide 
receiver capable of drawing attention of defenses. 
Dustin Creel, Donald Scott and Demarius Reed must 
take the next step to bring balance to EMU’s offense. 


DEFENSE 


Eastern Michigan's defense must improve on last 
year’s numbers. The Eagles allowed 37.6 points per 
game and intercepted only seven passes and re- 
corded a mere seven sacks. Those numbers forced 
English to take over the defensive coordinator 
position in hopes of reviving the attack. 

Defensive end Kalonji Kashama takes on a big- 
ger leadership role after finishing with three sacks 
last season. 

Eastern Michigan’s linebacker corps is a ques- 
tion mark, with Ike Spearman and Sean Kurtz 
slated to step into expanded roles. 

The Eagles have top-flight speed in the secondary 
for the first time in English’s five-year tenure, and that 
should mask some weaknesses in the front seven. 

Cornerbacks Willie Creear and Ja’Ron Gillespie 
both run 4.4 40s. Strong safety Donald Coleman 
finished second last season with 88 tackles. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Kicker Dylan Mulder is one of the lone returnees 
from the special teams unit. Mulder drilled 10 of 11 
field goal attempts last season. The Eagles have to 
find a replacement at punter and long snapper. Tyler 
Allen averaged 22.5 yards per kickoff return in 2012. 


OVERVIEW 


English enters a make-it-or-break-it season in the 
final year of a five-year contract. The Eagles took a 
massive step back last season with two wins follow- 
ing a six-win campaign in 2011. Eastern Michigan 
played one of the toughest schedules among 
mid-major teams in 2012, with nine losses coming 
against eventual bowl teams. 

English’s tenure has been marked by the inability 
to create turnovers and build momentum. The 
tough early-season schedule doesn’t bode well for 
English’s quest to save his job. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


CB Willie Creear: Joins a secondary filled with 
several players with 4.4 speed in the 40. Coming 
off a successful two-year career at Butte Junior 
College, Creear got an early start by enrolling in 
classes in January. 


2013 PROJECTED STARTERS 
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2012 RESULTS 


2012 RANKINGS 


CHIGAN | EAGLES 


MAC record: 1-7 (6th, West) Stadium: Rynearson Stadium (30,200) 


OFFENSE 

Tyler Benz* 
Bronson Hill* 
Demarius Reed 
Dustin Creel* 
Jay Jones 
Tyreese Russell* 
Andrew Wylie 
Campbell Allison* 
Kent Collins 
Jordan Erbes 
Lincoln Hansen 
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Kalonji Kashama* 
Pat O'Connor 

Cy Maughmer* 
Omar McFarlane 
tke Spearman 
Sean Kurtz 

Tim Brown 

Willie Creear 
Ja’Ron Gillespie 
Donald Coleman* 
Mycal Swaim 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 97 | Dylan Mulder* 
P 67 _-| Owen Dubiel 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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Aug. 31 
Sept.7 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 21 
Oct.5 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 26 
Nov. 2 
Nov. 9 
Nov. 23 
Nov. 29 


at Ball State 
ILLINOIS STATE 
at Purdue 
at Michigan State 
KENT STATE 
TOLEDO 
ARMY 
at Bowling Green 
at Ohio 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Western Michigan 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


PER GAME 
213 
164.2 
7.6 
335.8 


PER GAME 
37.6 
267.0 
212.8 
479.8 


PER GAME 
- 0.42 
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By Bob Narang 


HOWARD 


at Penn State 


at Rutgers 
BALL STATE 
at Buffalo 
at Army 
OHIO 


at Northern Illinois 


at Toledo 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 
BOWLING GREEN 
at Central Michigan 


26-37 
14-31 
16-54 
7-23 
14-41 
47-52 
48-38 
3-24 
14-45 
31-34 
29-23 
7-49 


RANK 
98 
59 

104 
101 


RANK 
12 

120 
38 
n2 


RANK 
88 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim Beck 


AT A GLANCE 


2012: 10-4 overall, 7-2 Big Ten (1st, 
Legends) 


COACH: 
Bo Pelini — At Nebraska and overall: 49-20, 
5 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
11; 7 offense, 4 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Taylor Martinez, RB Ameer Abdullah, 
WR Kenny Bell, WR Quincy Enunwa, 
WR Jamal Turner, OG Spencer Long, 

LB David Santos, CB Ciante Evans 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Fourth-year starter Taylor Martinez directs an 
offense that is loaded with weapons. Abdullah 
will be one of the best backs in the conference 
(the country?) and the receivers can make 
plays, too. Evans has lockdown ability at corner. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The defense that got gashed for 63 points by 
Ohio State and 70 by Wisconsin is loaded with 
question marks, especially in the front seven. 
The Huskers have to revamp their special 
teams with the loss of kicker/punter Brett 
Maher and a lack of production from their 
return men. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Rex Burkhead, TE Ben Cotton, 

DE Eric Martin, DT Baker Steinkuhler, 
LB Will Compton, FS Daimion Stafford 


OVERVIEW: 

The Huskers’ high-powered offense and a Big 
Ten schedule that turns in their favor (trading 
Wisconsin and Ohio State for Indiana and 
Purdue) make for an enticing combination. 
Nebraska’s 2013 fate, though, ultimately will 
be determined by how adeptly Pelini’s 

Mr. Fix-It skills can impact the defense. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR; John Papuchis 


STADIUM: Memorial: 73,918 


Pelini’s Mr. Fix-it Skills Put to the Test in Lincoln 


his is the season in which things 
| are supposed to fall into place for 
Nebraska and coach Bo Pelini. 

He enters his sixth year surrounded 
by players that he and his staff re- 
cruited. He has a four-year starter at 
quarterback to lead an offense full of 
big-play weapons. The meat-grinding 
schedule the Big Ten handed the Huskers 
as a welcome gift when they joined the 
conference softens, with Purdue and 
Indiana now filling the spots held by 
Wisconsin and Ohio State. 

It’s when the focus shifts to defense 
that the perfect scenario starts to unravel. 

Nebraska lost eight players that 
started at least five games last season off 
a unit that hardly distinguished itself, 
especially in big-game losses in which 
the Huskers gave up 70 points to Wis- 
consin, 63 to Ohio State, 45 to Georgia 
and 36 to UCLA. 

Fifteen practices in the spring hardly 
had anyone breathing easier about the 
step-up ability of the replacements. 
The defensive line has little experience 
outside of end Jason Ankrah. The line- 
backers are all new. The secondary is in 
a better shape, but will open the season 
with new starters at the safety spots. 

Hailed as a defensive genius when he 
took the Nebraska job, Pelini appears 
to have his work cut out for him to get 
things squared away by September. 

“Our defense has the potential to be 
very, very good, but it’s going to require 
a lot of hard work,” he said. “There is 
going to be a tremendous competition 
to see who will be out there on the field 
for that first game.” 

Nebraska’s offense, which possesses 
the potential to be the Big Ten’s best, 
should provide the defense with some 
wiggle room. Whether that will be 
enough to help the Huskers end a title 
drought that now stretches back to 


~ 1999 figures to be the storyline of the 


2013 season. 

One thing that is certain, Pelini said, 
is that his players can’t take a business- 
as-usual approach. 

“My message to the team is that if we 
think we can just do what is required to 
be the type of football team we want to 
be, it’s not going to happen,” he said. 
“We have to go above and beyond. 

“I think our team understands that. 
Our leaders understand that. That’s 
our challenge.” 


OFFENSE 


In Tim Beck’s mind, faster is better. 

The Nebraska offensive coordinator 
wants the Huskers’ no-huddle offense, 
which ranked 26th nationally last 
season in yards per game and 28th in 
scoring, to play even quicker in 2013. 

When the Huskers were at their best 
last season, snaps generally occurred 
15 to 18 seconds after the previous 
play. Beck would like to see a two- or 
three-second improvement this season, 
which would put the Huskers alongside 
Oregon as the nation’s fastest offense. 

“T don’t know if we can ever get to 
that point,” Beck said. “We do have 
a defensive head coach.” 

Pelini and Beck understand Nebraska’s 
quick-pace tempo can stress its own 
defense. What Beck wants is for that 
tempo to produce greater consistency 
with fewer three-and-outs, more move- 
the-chain plays and fewer turnovers. 

Nebraska’s 35 giveaways last season 
ranked second in the nation. Beck 
would like to see his offensive players 
take fewer chances in order to clean up 
that deficiency. 

“It’s OK to punt if we have to,” he 
said. “Don’t play outside the system. 
You don’t have to be Superman.” 

That’s been one of the knocks on 
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Kenny Bell 


Photo by SPORTPICS 


Taylor Martinez in his first three seasons 
as a starter. Martinez has done a lot 

— he already holds school records for 
career passing yards and total offense — 
but has gotten into trouble when he’s 
tried to do too much. 

In spite of his problems with turn- 
overs, Martinez has established himself 
as a big-play maker as a thrower and 
runner. He’s watched his passing yards 
go from 1,631 to 2,089 to 2,871 since 
taking over the starting job. He sees the 
potential for even more improvement 
in 2013. 

“T think we'll be throwing the ball a 
lot more this fall,” Martinez said, “just 
because our receivers are so talented.” 

Kenny Bell set NU’s sophomore 
receiving record with 863 yards on 
50 catches last season, posting just 
the seventh 50-catch season in school 
history. Quincy Enunwa and Jamal 
Turner combined for 74 receptions 
in 2012, and there is reason to be 


excited about the potential Jordan 
Westerkamp and Alonzo Moore 
showed during redshirt seasons. 

Ameer Abdullah sat out most of 
spring football with a knee injury, but 
the Huskers expect him to be at full 
strength by the start of the season. 
With Rex Burkhead limited by a knee 
injury, Abdullah stepped in to rush for 
1,137 yards and eight touchdowns in 
2012. Slimmed-down Imani Cross is a 
capable backup, and incoming fresh- 
men Terrell Newby and Adam Taylor 
will get a chance to make an immedi- 
ate impact. 

Nebraska returns three offensive line 
starters in tackles Jeremiah Sirles, Brent 
Qvale and Spencer Long, an All-America 
candidate at guard. The line appears to 
have more talent and depth than at any 
point in Pelini’s tenure. 

“Guys have experience,” Pelini 
said. “I think there’s tremendous 
potential there.” 


DEFENSE 


Nebraska’s dramatic improvement 
on defense in Pelini’s first two seasons 
as head coach enhanced his reputation 
as a defensive guru. That's been bruised 
over the past two seasons as Nebraska's 
defense has turned in a number of poor 
big-game performances that have left 
the Blackshirts with red faces. 

The Huskers have given up 40 points 
or more five times in the past two 
seasons. In its four losses last year, 
Nebraska gave up 214 points. The 
Huskers finished their first two seasons 
in Big Ten play ranked seventh in the 
league in total defense. 

Reaching that standing in 2013 might 
be a tall order, given that the Huskers 
lost eight players that started at least 
five games last season. New starters will 
occupy all three linebacker positions. 
Nebraska must also replace two starters 
up front, as well as both safeties. 
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POS STARTER YR. 
QB Taylor Martinez“ Sr. 


COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


Career record-holder in total offense and passing yards. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Tommy Armstrong Jr., Fr. 


RB Ameer Abdullah* Jr. 


Leading rusher sat out most of spring with knee injury. 


Imani Cross, So. 


WR _ Kenny Bell* Jt. Big-play receiver set NU sophomore receiving record in 2012. Alonzo Moore, Fr. 

WR — Quincy Enunwa* Sr. Standout blocker on the edge caught 42 passes lastseason. Jordan Westerkamp, Fr. 
WR Jamal Turner Jr. Ex-QB catching on to receiver and could help in return game. Tariq Allen, So. 

TE _Jake Long Sr.___ Brings experience to position that lost top two players. Sam Cotton, Fr. 

LT Brent Qvale* Sr. _ Teams with Sirles to give NU plenty of experience at OT. Zach Sterup, So. 

LG Jake Cotton Jr. Ready to assume bigger role after battling injuries past two years. Givens Price, So. 

C Cole Pensick Sr. Moves to center after being top backup at guard last season. Mark Pelini, Jr. 

RG Spencer Long* Sr. Most dependable OL should contend for All-America honors. Mike Moudy, Jr.8 


RT —_ Jeremiah Sirles* Sr. 


14 starts last season pushed career total to 28. 


Andrew Rodriguez, Sr. 


PK Mauro Bondi So. 
*Returning Starter 


Strong-leqged sophomore coming off redshirt season. 


Spencer Lindsay, Fr. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE —_ Jason Ankrah* Sr. __ Two-year starter figures to be top playmaker up front. Greg McMullen, Fr. 
DT Thad Randle Sr. Talented but injury-prone veteran sat out spring drills, Vincent Valentine, Fr. 
DT _ Kevin Williams So. _ Was part of regular rotation as a freshman in 2012. Aaron Curry, So. 

DE Avery Moss Fr. Saw early-season action in 2012 before being sidelined by injury. _ Randy Gregory, Jr. 
LB Zaire Anderson Jr. Sideline-to-sideline hitter coming back from knee injury. Michael Rose, Fr. 

LB _ David Santos So. _ Versatile; could see action at all three linebacker positions. Trevor Roach, Jr. 

LB Thomas Brown Fr. Played well in earning scout team MVP honors last fall. Jared Afalava, Fr. 

CB CCiante Evans* Sr. _ Two-year starter should contend for all-conference honors. Andrew Green, Sr.* 
CB _Josh Mitchell* Jr. __ Uses aggressiveness to compensate for lack of size (160 pounds). Stanley Jean-Baptiste, Sr. 
SS Corey Cooper Jr. __ Has seen plenty of backup action in past two seasons. D.J. Singleton, Fr. 
FS Harvey Jackson Jr. Top reserve set to take over starting spot in 2013. Charles Jackson, So. 
P Sam Foltz Fr. _ Wide receiver showed in spring he can kick it as well as catch it. Mauro Bondi, So. 


*Returning Starter 


142 Lindy’s Sports Annuals 


www.lindyssporis.com 2013 


KERS RECRUITING 201 


immediate impact this 
fall. Newby even also 
has the capability to 


but is arguably the top 
junior college defen- 
sive end recruit in the 
country with three 
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= Terrell Newby Randy Gregory Adam Taylor 

WU) With Braylon Heard The Huskers lost three : Asa senior running 

CC transferring over the of their top four defen- : back Adam Taylor led 

LL offseason, the No. 2 sive ends to gradua- : Katy (Texas) to the 

> running back job tion and junior college Class 5A state title by 

oO behind junior Ameer : transfer Randy rushing for 2,753 

a) Abdullah is wide open. : Gregory figures to yards and 44 touch- 

= Rivals100 member contend for a starting downs. Taylor is more 
Terrell Newby was the job immediately. Of a power back that 

LU California high school Gregory redshirted the : should fit the Big Ten’s 

a Player of the Year and 2012 season recover- : _ style of play perfectly. 

ras) figures to make an ing from a leg injury, High school coaches 


around Texas have 
compared Taylor to 
current NFL running 
back Adrian Peterson. 


rivals.com 


o 
Lu 
Oo 
Lu 
uu 
—l 
u) 
uu 
ce 
- 


Committments 
Average Stars 


GSOG66 + 
66666 
OOOG6 
OOGGS 


L— Total Stars 
Nathan Gerry National Rank: 17 Big Ten: 3 
There are a lot of differ- 
ent players you can go 
with in this spot, but the 
more you hear about - . 
Sioux Falls (S.D.) 201 4 NEEDS: Right now the biggest 
Washington safety needs for Nebraska in 2014 are on both the offensive 


Nathan Gerry, the more 
you realize the Huskers 
got a steal. Gerry set the 
South Dakota state 
record in the 100-meter 
dash as a senior with 

a time of 10.38 seconds 
and has the ideal make- 
up to be a big time safety 


and defensive lines, along with cornerback. The 
Huskers signed six defensive linemen and five offen- 
sive linemen in 2013, don’t be surprised if you see 
them take high numbers again at those two positions, 
as they lose five offensive linemen to graduation and 
don’t have a lot of experienced upperclassmen on the 
defensive line. Cornerback is also a major need, as the 
Huskers lose four seniors to graduation. Look for 
Nebraska to sign a class of around 20 in 2014. 


return punts and kicks. : 
? years to play three. 


Pos Ht Wi Stars Hometown School 


Josh Banderas 1B 62 220 OO O© Lincoln, NE Lincoln Southwest 
The consensus No. 1 player in the state, Banderas is the son of former Husker tight end 
Tom Banderas and is expected to make an early impact in his career. 


Cethan Carter TE 64 232 OOO Metairie, LA Rummel 
Carter is probably the offensive sleeper of the class. He emereged as one of the top 
players in the state of Louisiana after leading Rummel to a state championship. 


Maliek Collins DT 62 28 OO Kansas City, M0 Center 
Collins was the state heavyweight wrestling champion in Missouri and has a chance to 
play very early in his career at defensive tackle. 


Tre'vell Dixon §=ATH G1 18 OOO Baldwin, LA West St. Mary School 
Dixon committed and de-committed from Nebraska three times before making his final 
decision on Signing Day. He'll start out as a wide receiver. 


Matt Finnin OL 67 365 O@C _ GlenEllyn, IL College of DuPage 
Finnin is considered one of the top JC tackles in the country and will compete right 
away for a starting job in fall camp. 


Nathan Geny AT 62 210 OGG — Sioux Falls, SD Washington 
Every five years South Dakota puts out a player like Gerry. It was a big score for 
Nebraska to lock him up. 


Kevin Gladney WR 6-1 18 @@©@ Akron, OH Firestone Senior 
The Ohio standout is a solid possession receiver that should fit NU's offensive 
scheme nicely. 


Arizona Westem C.C. 


Randy Gregory DE 66 230 OOOO Yuma, AZ 
Gregory is the top JC defensive end in the nation and he should give the Huskers 
a much needed pass rusher. 


Zach Hannon OL 65 29 G©O© Kansas City, M0 Rockhurst 
It's always important for Nebraska to have success in Kansas City. Hannon is consid- 
ered the top lineman in KC for 2013. 


Greg Hart TE 65 ooo _ Dayton, 0H Alter 
Tight end was a major need for Nebraska and Hart should help fill that void for 
the future. 


Dwayne Johnson «OL 6-6 275 GOOG Houston, 1X Bellaire 
The Huskers won a late recruiting battle against Arkansas to get Johnson and close out 
a strong offensive line class. 


Boaz Joseph DB 6-1 19 OGG — Weston,FL Cypress Bay 
Joseph has a very impressive frame, and he’s the type of corner secondary coach Terry 
Joseph likes to recruit. 


— Sean Callahan, HuskerOnline.com/Rivals.com 


in Bo Pelini’s defense. 


Pos Ht Wi Stars Hometown 
David Knevel OL 69 300 O06 _ Brantiord, Ontario 


The Canadian prospect is considered one of the best players to come north of the 
boarder in years. He picked Nebraska over Alabama. 


ChongoKondolo OL 6-4 200 GOO  Fresno,CA Fresno City 6.0. 
The junior college transfer Kondolo can play either guard or center and will get an early 
look for playing time. 


Courtney Love 1B 6-1 233 GGG Youngstown, 0H Cardinal Mooney 
The Huskers beat Ohio State in a head-to-head battle for the Cardinal Mooney linebacker. 


Drake Martinez ATH 6-2 200 OOO Laguna Beach, CA Laguna Beach 
The younger brother of quarterback Taylor Martinez, Drake Martinez will start his career 
out at safety. 


Kevin Maurice DT 63 270 OOC Orlando, A Freedom 
The Huskers held bow! practices the last two years at Maurice's high school in Orlando. 
He was a late find by the Big Red. 


Gabriel Miller O 60 235 oo Mishawaka, IN Penn 
NU lost a four-year starting long snapper, so it was important to lock up Miller very 
early in the process. 


Dimarya Mixon §=DE «6-4 250 ©O@O Mesquite, TX 
Nebraska convinced Mixon to flip from his Missouri pledge right before Signing Day. 


West Mesquite 


Ad, Natler DE 65 200 OCC Millon, Wi Milton 
Natter is a rare Wisconsin recruit for Nebraska and he should fit the Big Ten’s style of 
play perfectly. 


Marcus Newby 1B 6-1 210 OO O© North Potomac, MD Quince Orchard 
Defensive coordinator John Papuchis is a Quince Orchard alum, which was a major 
reason why NU stole Marcus Newby out of Maryland. 


Terrell Newsy RB 5-10 18 OOOO Westiills, CA Chaminade 
Newby was the California Player of the Year. Credit Rich Fisher's early relationship with 
Newby for getting him to Lincoln. 


Johnny Stanton §=QB 6-2 ©©O6 _ Rancho Santa Margarita,CA Santa Margarita Catholic 
Stanton led his team to a state title as a junior, but suffered a season-ending knee 
injury as a senior. He should be 100 percent by fall camp. 


Emest Sutties DE 65 24 O00  Tampa,fl 
Nebraska stole Suttles away from lowa State weeks before Signing Day. 


Adam Taylor RB G2 200 OO OO Kaly, IX Katy 
Taylor's physical running style is perfect for the Big Ten, and he should help replace 
what Rex Burkhead gave the Huskers. 
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OB anne SPRING ROSTER 


No. Name 


8 Ameer Abdullah 


Jordan Ackerman 


33 Jared Afalava 


18 LeRoy Alexander 


7 Taarig Alien 


13 Zaire Anderson 


4 Tommy 


47_Walker Ashbum 


Josh Banderas _ 


nny B 
Jordan Bellar 


83 Jared Blum 
7 37_ Mauro Bondi 


9 Tyson Broekemeier QB 6-1 


28 Thomas Brown 


(Bo 6-2 220 Fr. 


46 Sam Burtch 


WR 6-3 195 So. 


Cethan Carter 


TE 6-4 230 Fr. 


51 Brandon Chapek 
34 Carson Collins 
Maliek Collins _ 


6 Corey Cooper 
68 Jake Cotton — 


OL 65 305 Sr 


FB 5-10 220 = 


ron Gurry 
23 Daniel Davie 


___Tre’vell Dixon 
88__ Ross Dzuris 


18 Quincy Enunwa 


17_Ciante Evans 


CB 5-17 190 Sr. 


Erik Evans 


Te 63 220 Fr 


88 Tyler Evans 


25 a alae 


WR 6-1 
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CB 5-11 190 Jt 


Te 6-0 240 Fr. 
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73 Sam Hahn 


Zach Hannon 


Hart 


45 Lane Hovey 
a Charles Jackson 


CB 5-11 175 “So. 


35 i sae _F 


16 Stanley Jean-Baptiste Ct 


50 Garret Johns 


‘Dwayne Johnson 


12. Ron Kellogg, ill 


Connor Ketter 


David Knevel 


Chongo Kondolo_ 


~ Landon Kubicek 


Adam Kucera 


Murat Kuzu 


| 
| 
| 


Bass 


x 
nieimigigiginigiels|¢ 


| 


| 
28 


mil 1 
Slai8| 
| | 


| 
} 


8 


\siz\z\e a /z/31¢/¢\3/0|2 


Bassas 


Evan Williams ‘OB 


5-11 


Kevin Williams oT 


6-2 


WR 6-1 


Spencer Lewis 


Spencer Lindsay 


PK 5-10 195 Fr. 


14 141,59 

4 79.42 
GP No. 
14 50 
14 42 
14 32 
GP Att. 
14 (226 
14 «(195 

8 98 


lgleldsele 
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Cmp 
228 #368 «#412 «62.0 
4 9 1 444 
Yards Avg TD Long 
863 17.3 8 74 
470 11.2 1 
417° 13.0 3 36 
Gain Loss Net Avg 
1193 56 1137 50 
1317 298 1019 5.2 
685 10 675 69 


Tackles: W. Compton 110, D. Stafford 96, P.J. Smith 86 


T. Marti 

a Pass R. Kellogg il 
<r 
a K. Bell 

RECEIVING Q. Enunwa 
—_! J, Turner 
= 
a A. Abdullah 
— RUSHING T. Martinez 
S R. Burkhead 
oO 
= DEF. LEADERS 


Sacks: E. Martin 8.5, C. Meredith 5, W. Compton 3 
Interceptions: D. Stafford 4, P.J. Smith 3, S. Jean-Baptiste 2 


2871 


| 
| 


Tackles for loss: E. Martin 16.5, B, Steinkuhler 6.5, three tied with 6 


NOTEBOOK 


-back Ameer Abdullah missed most of spring 

practice with a minor knee injury, but quarterback 
Taylor Martinez is expecting big things out of the 
junior this fall. 

Abdullah rushed for 1,137 yards after taking over the 
No. 1 job last season when Rex Burkhead was injured. 

Before he got hurt this spring, Martinez said, 
Abdullah was performing “the best I’ve ever seen him.” 

© Once considered Nebraska's quarterback of the 
future, Brion Carnes will end his collegiate career at 
Northern lowa. 

The 6-1, 190-pound Carnes decided to transfer 
after his redshirt sophomore season in which he saw 
limited action as a wide receiver. Carnes, a cousin of 
former Husker great Tommie Frazier, was a four-star 
recruit out of Manatee, Fla., in 2010. 

He redshirted as a freshman and then spent the 
2011 season as Martinez’s backup, playing in three 
games and completing both of his pass attempts. He 
switched to wide receiver last season, playing in one 
game with no catches. 

When things get sorted out at linebacker, coach 
Bo Pelini expects redshirt freshman Jared Afalava 
to be somewhere in the nix. 

Afalava, a 6-3, 230-pounder from South Jordan, Utah, 
made an impression last fall while performing on the 
scout team, and he carried it over into spring football. 

“He’s probably a little further ahead of where 
| thought he would be going into this thing,” Pelini 
said. “He's going to be a very productive guy for us. 
He has a lot of potential.” 

Afalava came in last season with Thomas Brown 
and Michael Rose, and all three redshirted. They 
were joined at linebacker in January by true fresh- 
man Courtney Love. 

The star of Nebraska's spring game was Jack 
Hoffman, a 7-year-old pediatric brain cancer patient 
who has been adopted by the team. Hoffman's 
69-yard touchdown run made him a YouTube sensa- 
tion and eventually earned him a visit with President 
Barack Obama. Martinez handed the ball to Hoffman 
and then helped guide the youngster to the hole 
before accompanying him on the sprint to the end 
zone. “It was probably one of the loudest I’ve ever 
heard the stadium,” Martinez said. “It was an awe- 
some experience.” 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“They looked very good on offense in the spring. 
Their offensive line looks to be one of the better 
ones in the conference. | still maintain that Taylor 
Martinez is a better runner than he is a passer, 
although he’s improved as a passer. 

“If Nebraska is going to win the big games, they 
have to threaten the defense with their tailback 
and with Martinez in the run. | don’t necessarily 
think Martinez can beat a very good defense with 
his arm. | see them being at their best in the big 
games with a dual running threat. 

“On offense, they have to protect a little better 
than they have in recent times. On defense, 
they're young and talented. They've got to cut 
down on the big plays — runs over 15 yards, 
passes over 20 yards.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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In some ways, though, Nebraska 
might benefit a bit by some addi- 
tion by subtraction. Many of the new 
players on defense possess athleticism 
that their predecessors lacked. Their 
natural skills could enhance Nebraska’s 
playmaking ability, a sore spot 
a season ago. 

Opponents torched Nebraska’s de- 
fense for 63 plays of 20 yards or more in 
2012. The Huskers gave up 1,229 yards 


2010 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 30.9 39 
Rushing 247.6 9 
Passing 150.6 113 
Total 398.1 44 


29.2 
217.2 
162.7 
379.9 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
17.4 9 
153.1 63 
153.6 5 
306.8 11 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


23.4 
158.5 
192.2 
350.7 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


= - 0.07 62 “1 - 0.08 
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2011 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 


PERGAME RANK 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


and 115 points in their final two games. 

“Overall, we have talent and a lot of 
guys I believe are going to come,” Pelini 
said. “We should hopefully have more 
depth than we’ve had there in a while.” 

That depth is most evident in the sec- 
ondary. Nebraska has starters returning 
at cornerback — Ciante Green, one of 
the team’s most dependable defenders 
the past two seasons as a nickel back, 
and Josh Mitchell. They are backed by 
seniors Andrew Green, who started 
12 games last season, and Stanley Jean- 
Baptiste. Senior Mo Seisay also figures in 
the mix. 

Corey Cooper and Harvey Jackson ap- 
pear set to take over at the safety spots, 
with both having backup experience. 
Sophomore Charles Jackson is slated for 
backup duty, while true freshman D,J. 
Singleton, who graduated from high 
school early, made a strong impression 
during spring practice. 

The situation is quite the opposite 
at linebacker, where sophomore David 
Santos is the only player that has 
started a game (one). Trevor Roach and 
Zaire Anderson have playing experi- 
ence. Nebraska will lean heavily on red- 
shirt freshmen Jared Afalava, Thomas 
Brown and Michael Rose in filling out 
the position. 

End Jason Ankrah and tackle Thad 
Randle will be counted on to become 
the leaders of a young and inexpe- 
rienced front four. The Huskers are 
hoping to get immediate impact play 
from junior college All-American 
Randy Gregory. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The departure of All-Big Ten kicker 
and punter Brett Maher means Nebraska 
will go into the season with a new kick- 
er in Mauro Bondi and a new punter in 
Sam Foltz. Bondi redshirted last season 


2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 34.8 28 
Rushing 253.4 8 
Passing 207.4 88 
Total 460.8 26 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PERGAME RANK 
27.6 58 
192.5 90 
168.1 4 
360.6 35 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


67 oe - 0.86 105 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100] | 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


QB Taylor Martinez 

First-team All-Big Ten 
(coaches) last season as a 
junior. ... Has set single-sea- 
son bests by a Husker for total 
offensive yards as a freshman, | 
sophomore and junior. ... , 
Improved completion percent- 
age from 56 percent as soph- 
omore to 62 percent last sea- 
son, while showing better throwing mechanics. ... 
Engineered second-half comebacks in 2012 to beat 
Wisconsin, Northwestern, Michigan State and Penn 
State. ... Produced signature run with 76-yard scoring 
scamper in Big Ten title game vs. Wisconsin. 


EMERGING STAR 
LB David Santos 


Saw action in 13 games 
in 2012 and finished with 
24 tackles, 11 of which were 
unassisted. ... Earned Big Ten 
Freshman of the Week honors 
after posting season-high 
10 tackles in victory over 
Michigan. ... He had four tack- 
les, including one for loss, 
against Penn State. He forced a fumble at the goal line 
that prevented the Nittany Lions from scoring a go- 
ahead TD in the fourth quarter. ... One of five Texas 
players in Nebraska's 2011 recruiting class. 


TOP NEWCOMER 
DE Randy Gregory 


Junior college All-American 
is expected to provide imme- 
diate impact at a position 
where Huskers need plenty of 
help. ... Missed entire 2012 
season with a broken leg but 
was still considered one of the 
nation’s top JC prospects 
regardless of position. ... 

He recorded 82 tackles, 
including 21 for loss, and nine sacks, as a freshman 

at Arizona Western Community College. ... Indiana native 
originally committed to Purdue. ... Drew Division | inter- 
est as a basketball player in high school. 


RESULTS 
10-4, 7-2 
SOUTHERN MISS 
at UCLA 
ARKANSAS STATE 
IDAHO STATE 
WISCONSIN 
at Ohio State 
at Northwestern 
MICHIGAN 
at Michigan State 
PENN STATE 
MINNESOTA 
at lowa 
Big Ten Championship Game 
vs. Wisconsin 31-70 
Capital One Bowl 
vs. Georgia 


49-20 
30-36 
42-13 

73-7 
30-27 
38-63 
29-28 

23-9 
28-24 
32-23 
38-14 

13-7 
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Martinez Out To 
Silence Critics 


aylor Martinez can attest to the fact that 

productivity and popularity don’t always go 
hand-in-hand. 

No quarterback in Nebraska’s storied football 
history has been as productive as the senior 
from Laguna Hills, Calif. He heads into his final 
season as the school’s all-time leader in total 
yards and passing yards. 

Yet, there is a segment of Husker nation that 
can’t wait for the day when Martinez no longer 
takes the first snap behind center, as he has for 39 
of the 41 games Nebraska has played since 2010. 

Martinez’s inability to lead the Huskers to a 
championship grates on some Nebraska fans, his 
turnovers on others. Some in a fan base that loves 
to champion the accomplishments of its football 
heroes criticize Martinez as distant and aloof. 

His unorthodox throwing motion — Martinez 
has sought the help of a private quarterbacks 
coach the past two years to address some me- 
chanical flaws — has been ridiculed by friend 
and foe alike. 

“It still looks like he’s skipping rocks to me,” 
Wisconsin defensive end David Gilbert said be- 
fore last year’s regular-season meeting with 


Taylor Martinez 
Photo by Scott Boehm 


beat us with his arm.” 


two touchdowns and running for two more in 


in 2011 against Ohio State. 


Martinez has done his best to stay above the 
fray when it comes to his critics. He’s kept push- ; 
ing forward, unconcerned about whether he is : 
loved by the fans or what will be his ultimate : 
legacy. He has reason to be excited about an : 


offense loaded with playmakers this season. 


“| think we’re going to be really difficult to 


stop,” he said. 


Martinez led the Big Ten last season in to- 
tal offense. He completed 64.7 percent of his : 
passes and threw just four interceptions in : 
Nebraska’s 10 wins, compared to 56 percent : 


with eight interceptions in the four losses. 


Nebraska coach Bo Pelini sees additional 


room for growth in Martinez. 


“| think the best is yet to come with Taylor, 
and that’s saying a lot because he’s accom- : 
plished a lot,” Pelini said. “He’s had a heck of ; 
a career up to this point. From what | saw from : 
him this spring, he’s a better football player now : 


than, by far, what he was last fall.” 


: after seeing limited action in 2011, 
: while Foltz, who also is a wide receiver, 
: performed well in a spring audition. 


The Huskers also are searching for 


: ways to put some zip into anemic re- 

: turn games that picked up just 1.7 yards 
: per punt return and 19.8 per kick return 
? over the final eight games of 2012. 

: Nebraska must also eliminate some of 

: its kicking game mistakes — the Husk- 

: ers fumbled eight punts and one kickoff 
? last season. 


The Huskers benefit from the Big 


? Ten’s scheduling shift that drops 
Wisconsin and Ohio State from the 
: schedule and adds Illinois and Pur- 
: due. Nebraska went 2-3 against the 
: Badgers and Buckeyes in its first two 
? trips around the league, and needed 
: dramatic second-half comebacks to 
: claim both wins. 


The first three games of November 


: likely will determine Nebraska's Big 
: Ten fate as the Huskers sandwich 

: a Nov. 9 game at Michigan between 
: home games against Northwestern 


? : : 3 and Michigan State. 
Martinez. “He still can’t throw. He’s not going to : 


UCLA ranks as the Huskers’ tough- 


? est non-conference test, but they get 
Martinez quieted Gilbert by throwing for : the Bruins at home, one of five straight 
: games at Memorial Stadium to open 

a 30-27 victory over the Badgers after Nebraska : 
trailed by 17 points in the third quarter. The sec- 
ond-half comeback ranked second in Nebraska : 


history, trailing only the one Martinez engineered : 


the season. It will mark just the fourth 
time since 1962 that Nebraska has 
started the season with five straight 
home games. 

— Steve Pivovar 


Date Opponent 12 Record 
Aug. 31 WYOMING 4-8 
Sept. 7 SOUTHERN MISS 0-12 
Sept. 14 UCLA 9-5 
Sept.21 SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 9-4 
Oct. 5 ILLINOIS 2-10 
Oct. 12 at Purdue 6-7 
Oct. 26 at Minnesota 6-7 
Nov. 2 NORTHWESTERN 10-3 
Nov. 9 at Michigan 8-5 
Nov.16 MICHIGAN STATE 7-6 
Nov. 23 at Penn State 8-4 
Nov. 29 IOWA 4-8 
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I'm Richie Baccellieri — Richie B for short. In Las Vegas they call me Mr. Right Number. In 27 years as head 
linesmaker at Caesar's Palace, the MGM-Grand and The Palms, / never had a losing season. Last year, | decided 
to switch sides and help the bettors beat the house, and what a debut season we had! Here’s why: 


When vou can cover hy 19.6 POINTS RICHIE B EXPLODES! 
Saale a ro tag aa/ 2012 UPSETS/ BLOWOUTS 


CAN MAKE A 
TON OF MONEY! 


We not only won 6 to 7 times out of every ten games, We also hit almost 40 overlays 
where you had a chance to bet the better team PLUS 3 TOUCHDOWNS! How could you 
NOT bet extra & make more money? And | knew where all those extra points were! 


Some lines were plain DUMB — Vegas simply got it wrong, like 49’ers over Bills or 
Pats over Texans (see at right). | just blasted these laughers off the boards! 


The juiciest games were the GIFT games where Vegas overpriced the big favorite to 
draw balancing action on the dog. Check out Texas A&M at Alabama, my Gift Game of 
the Year. #1 ‘Bama HAD to bea big favorite. But the Aggies not only had Heisman QB 


Johnny Manziel, but the best offensive line in football and the #1 rushing attack in the SEC! 
Vegas said ‘Bama (-14). We took those gift points and laughed our way to the bank! 


Now let's cut to the chase. Come with me this year and... 


5 You'll fatten up on "SOFT LINES" - where the real number has been deliberately 
shortened to ensure two-way action. 


5 I'll tip you to all the "square" action where the public jumps on the false favorite - 
and we get the bargain price on the dog! 


4 I'll give you SPECIAL SITUATIONS that the public always overlooks - where 
the "lookahead" or "letdown'factor dictates a huge UPSET or BLOWOUT! 


Asingle phone call gives you a HUNDRED edges and makes you an insider! 
— As sharp as the sharps and- Believe me — Wiser than the wise guys! 


GET ALL THE MONEY! 
Call me now. | know you have a lot of questions. Let’s get acquainted 
and si how to = you the money as fast as possible! 


am 
: ww.RichieBWins.Coli 
RICHIE BACCELLIERI 


3540 West SAHARA Ave., #732, Las Vecas, NV 89102-5816 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mick McCall 


NORTHWESTERN 


WIE CATS 


For more coverage of the Wildcats, visit northwestern.rivals.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Hankwitz 


STADIUM: Ryan Field: 47,130 


AT A GLANCE 


2012: 
10-3, 5-3 Big Ten (3rd, Legends) 


COACH: 
Pat Fitzgerald — At Northwestern and overall: 
50-39, 7 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
17; 8 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Kain Colter, QB Trevor Siemian, 
RB Venric Mark, C Brandon Vitabile, 
DE Tyler Scott, MLB Damien Proby, 
S lbraheim Campbell, K Jeff Budzien 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Not only do the Wildcats retain their two-head- 
ed quarterback monster, they welcome back 
almost all of their running backs and wide 
receivers. Mark, an All-American punt returner, 
also is the top returning rusher in the Big Ten. 
Scott is a defensive force. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The Wildcats need to fill three starting jobs on 
the offensive line, but two of the leading can- 
didates missed spring ball due to injury. A sim- 
ilar thing happened on the defensive line. So, 
it’s a bit of a wait-and-see situation. 


KEY LOSSES: 

LT Patrick Ward, LG Brian Mulroe, RG Neal 
Deiters, DT Brian Arnfelt, DE Quentin Williams, 
OLB David Nwabuisi, S Jared Carpenter 


OVERVIEW: 

Emboldened by last year’s 10-win season 
that was capped by the team’s first bowl vic- 
tory in 64 years, the Wildcats want nothing 
less than the Big Ten championship. With all 
of their skill-position starters back in the fold 
— and unprecedented depth to fill holes on 
the offensive and defensive lines — there are 
plenty of reasons to expect the Wildcats to 
contend for the title. 


Narrow 2012 Misses Become 2013 Rallying Cry 


it’s likely you have no idea how close 

the Wildcats came to perfection in 
2012. Heck, even ardent NU fans prob- 
ably had little idea how easily the team’s 
10-3 record could have been 13-0. 

Until Pat Fitzgerald started reminding 
his players what could have been. 

“Five minutes and three seconds from 
being undefeated,” Fitzgerald said. 

Technically, the Wildcats were even 
closer than that. More like four minutes 
and 47 seconds. 

¢ Northwestern led by 11 points en- 
tering the fourth quarter at Penn State, 
but the Nittany Lions took the lead for 
good with 2:37 to play. 

¢ Northwestern took a 12-point lead 
with 8:31 to play against Nebraska, but 
the Cornhuskers forged ahead for good 
with 2:08 left (Bonus agony: Jeff Budzien’s 
53-yard field-goal attempt to re-take the 
lead with 1:10 to go floated inches wide 
to the left — his only miss of the year). 

° Northwestern took a three-point 
lead at Michigan with 3:59 to go, but 
allowed a 53-yard Hail Mary pass on a 
play that began with 0:18 on the clock. 
That set up a game-tying field goal with 
two seconds left that led to a Wolver- 
ines win in OT. 

Maybe 4:47 didn’t look as good as the 
“5:03” stamped on the T-shirts Fitzgerald 
gave to his players during the spring. 
Fitzgerald and the team’s strength and 
conditioning coaches also instituted 
a random 5:03 stretch during every 
weight-lifting session when the normal 
routine would be interrupted and the 
team would go above and beyond. 

One such example? 

“We're doing 503 reps,” said senior 
Venric Mark, the Big Ten’s top return- 
ing rusher with 1,366 yards. “We’re 
grabbing a 45-pound plate and doing 
503 curls if that’s what the coach tells 


I you're not a Northwestern fan, then 


us. Five-oh-three will never die until we 
reach our goal.” 

Which is? 

“We plan on winning the Big Ten 
championship,” Mark said. “That’s the 
only thing we’re thinking about.” 

So if anyone was worried the Wildcats 
might be satisfied by their 34-20 Gator 
Bowl win over Mississippi State — judg- 
ing by how wildly they celebrated the 
school’s first bowl victory since 1949 — 
that’s not the case. 

“Tt was a great win and a huge win 
for our program, but we’ve moved on,” 
Fitzgerald said. 

“We had a great group of seniors and 
that was their last game. We wanted to 
celebrate that. We wanted to thank them 
for their commitment and everything 
they did to put our program where it is 
today. But that kind of wore off pretty 
quickly. Then you self-assess and say, 
‘Wow, we've got a lot of work to do.’” 

But not as much as most Big Ten teams. 

The Wildcats need to replace just 
three offensive starters, four defensive 
starters and nobody on special teams, 
And in a league where eight schools 
have changed their head coach since 
the end of the 2010 season, Northwest- 
ern’s entire coaching staff remains the 
same for the third year in a row. 

“On paper, we'll be a team that 
will potentially be talked about (as a 
title contender), which in the past we 
haven’t been,” Fitzgerald said. “I’m 
more concerned about continuing to 
focus on what we can control.” 


OFFENSE 


Northwestern does a little bit of ev- 
erything on offense, an ambitious task 
made easier by the fact it has two quar- 
terbacks whose talents extend across the 
entire spectrum. 

Senior Kain Colter and redshirt junior 
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Damien Proby 


Photo by AP Photo/Scott Boehm 
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Trevor Siemian shared the job last year 
as the Wildcats felt comfortable chang- 
ing their quarterback depending on the 
opponent, field position, weather, down, 
distance or any other game variable. 

Technically Colter, who produced 
894 yards and 12 touchdowns on the 
ground with 872 yards and eight touch- 
downs through the air, is known as the 
runner, while Siemian (1,312 passing 
yards, 48 rushing yards) gets the call 
when it’s time to throw. 

However, Colter posted the superior 
completion rate (67.8 percent) and ef- 
ficiency rating (129.3 points) last season 
and Siemian wasn’t precluded from run- 
ning the option game. Judging by their 
offseason work, their roles will continue 
to blur in 2013. 

“The thing I’m really encouraged 
about is Trevor has improved his athleti- 
cism and Kain has improved his throw- 
ing ability,” Fitzgerald said. “I think that 
gives us better balance with those guys.” 


Nonetheless, Northwestern remains 
hardest to defend when the elusive 
Colter is at the controls and Mark lines 
up alongside him. There might not be 
another team in the Big Ten with as 
much speed. Not only did Mark rush for 
1,366 yards and 12 scores last season, he 
caught 20 passes as part of the Wildcats’ 
equal-opportunity passing attack. 

Mark was in the group of seven NU 
players who caught anywhere from 16 
passes (Colter) to 35 passes (junior slot 
receiver Christian Jones). All but one of 
those receivers returns. Jones, outside 
receiver Tony Jones and superback Dan 
Vitale each posted receptions in excess 
of 40 yards as the Wildcats’ passing 
concepts require all skill players to be 
able to line up anywhere and run any 
route. 

If there’s anything that can stop 
Northwestern from equaling or eclips- 
ing last year’s numbers, it’s the evolu- 
tion of its youthful line. Third-year 


center Brandon Vitabile and junior 
tackle Jack Konopka, who's flipping 
from the right to the left side, are the 
only returning starters. 

None of the guys in the hunt for the 
open jobs — junior Paul Jorgensen, 
sophomores Matt Frazier, Shane Mertz 
and Geoff Mogus, and redshirt freshmen 
Adam DePietro, Eric Olson, Ian Park and 
Kenton Playko — have started a game. 

“We're going to have really good 
competition,” Fitzgerald said. 


DEFENSE 


In each of the past two years, North- 
western’s 4-3 defense has endured 
issues in September before improving 
its numbers during the second half of 
the year. 

As an example, the Wildcats surren- 
dered 41 points in last year’s opener at 
Syracuse and a total of 68 points in its 
first two Big Ten games (vs. Indiana and 
Penn State) before allowing an average of 


ORR e eee eee eee eee eee eee eee Eee EEE EERE EEE EOE EESEEEEEHEE EEE SEEEEEHEE ESE EEE EEE EE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES ESSE EESESEESESEEEEEHS EEE EEEHEH EES Pema eee ma een eeeseeeeeeneeeee 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


5 5 
isk mca “ay Flag 


“< @ 
Seah Kain Colter W 
Photo by Scott Boehm 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Kain Colter* Sr. Unstoppable runner has become a better thrower. Trevor Siemian, Jr. 
RB Venric Mark* Sr. __ Averaged 6 yards per carry with 12 TDs in ‘12. Mike Trumpy, Sr. 
SB _ Dan Vitale* So. Caught nine passes for 110 yards vs. Michigan State. Jack Schwaba, Fr. 
WR Rashad Lawrence* Sr. Siemian’s HS teammate has 65 career catches. Mike McHugh, Fr. 
WR Tony Jones* Jr. Burner caught four TD passes in Big Ten play in‘12. Kyle Prater, Jr. 

SR Christian Jones* Jr. Huge target led NU with 35 receptions last year. Mike Jensen, Sr. 
LT Jack Konopka* Jr. Started every game at right tackle last year. Eric Olson, Fr. 

LG Geoff Mogus So. Job won't be decided until fall camp. lan Park, Fr. 

C Brandon Vitabile* Jr. Already has 26 starts under his belt. Hayden Baker, Jr. 
RG Matt Frazier So. Another job up for grabs in the fall. Adam DePietro, Fr. 
RT Paul Jorgensen Jr. Caught TD pass last year in role as backup TE. Shane Mertz, So. 
K Jeff Budzien* Sr. Groza Award candidate: drilled 19 of 20 FGAs. Arthur Omilian, So. 
“Returning Starter 
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SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE __ Tyler Scott* Sr. Shared Big Ten sack title last year with 9.0. Ifeadi Odenigbo, Fr. 
DT Chance Carter Jr. _ Battle here between two well-prepared veterans. Will Hampton, Sr. 
DT — Sean McEvilly* Jr. Seized job in Week 4 last year and never let go. C.J. Robbins, So. 
DE —_ Dean Lowry So. __ Pass-rushing savant has become well-rounded. Deonte Gibson, So. 
LB Collin Ellis Jr. Coaches happy with Ellis or Smith here. Drew Smith, So. 
LB Damien Proby* Sr. __ Led squad and fifth in conference with 112 stops. Timmy Vernon, Sr. 
LB Chi Chi Ariguzo* Jr. Big-play machine (10.5 TFLs, 4 FR, 2 INTs). Eric Wilson, Fr. 

CB _Nick VanHoose* So. Physical corner had three INTs and seven PBUs. Dwight White, Fr. 
CB _ Daniel Jones* Jr. Started final seven games, but in a battle for job. C.J. Bryant, Jr. 

$ Ibraheim Campbell* Jr. __ Big hitter also intercepted two passes and broke up 12. Davion Fleming, Sr. 
$ Traveon Henry So.  Special-teams wrecking ball competing with Hall. Jimmy Hall, Jr. 

P Brandon Williams* Sr. Fourth-year starter has 40.2-yard avg. with no blocks. Chris Gradone, So. 
“Returning Starter 
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Matt Alviti 


Northwestern cur- 


rently employs a two- 


quarterback system, 
but Alviti has the 
dual-threat talents to 
make rotating signal 
callers a thing of the 
past in Evanston. 
Blessed with fast 


feet, an accurate arm i 


and a slightly under- 
sized frame, Alviti 
will remind many 
Wildcat fans of for- 


Z 
Godwin Igwebuike 


How talented is 
Igwebuike? 
Northwestern will let 
him decide whether 


he plays running back : 


or safety. He has size, 
speed and vision as a 


runner and exception- 


al ball skills and clos- 
ing speed as a defen- 
sive back. Don't be 
surprised if he ends 
up earning playing 
time as a true fresh- 
man next season. 


ING 2013 


‘ 


Kyle Queira 
Northwestern initially 
recruited Queiro as 

a Safety, but coaches 
changed their minds 
and now will give him 
a shot at cornerback 
when he shows up 

in Evanston. The 

fact that coaches 
think that the 6-3, 
185-pounder can play 
cornerback tells you 
all you need to know 
about his athleticism. 
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Tommy Fuessel 
Fuessel was over- 
looked because he 
played quarterback in 
high school and ini- 
tially committed to 
Northern Illinois, but 
he’s big (6-3), fast 
(4.46 40) and athletic 
(37-inch vertical) and 
could be a contributor 
as a Safety or wide 
receiver once he 
learns how to play a 
new position. 


666006 

OOOGS | 
GOOooo « 
6Ooocoo : 


National Rank: Tied 53 Big Ten: Tied 8 


2014 NEEDS: northwestern wit 


have a small class in 2014, so with scholarship slots 
at a minimum, the Wildcats will look to spread them 
relatively evenly around the roster. The Wildcats have 
already filled one major need by landing an early com- 
mitment from Wheaton (ill.) North quarterback Clayton 
Thorson, who will be the second four-star signal caller 
to enter the program in the last two classes. Running 
back will also be a top priority as Northwestern loses 
its top two backs on the depth chart to graduation. 


— Louie Vaccher, WildcatReport.com/Rivals.com 


mer star signal caller ; 
Dan Persa. ; 


Hometown School 


Matt Alviti QB 60 176 OOOO ParkRidge, iL Maine South 
Ranked as the No. 7 overall prospect in Illinois and 11th-best dual-threat OB recruit in the 
country by Rivals.com ... Won state title as a sophomore. ..Compiled 33-4 record in three 
years as starter, with 9,750 passing yards, 2,040 rushing yards, 128 total TDs and 
a 65.3% completion percentage ... Named 2012 Offensive Player of the Year in Illinois. 


Sam Coverdale Oo 67 20 oO°0 Falls, OH Kenston 
Ranked as the No. 56 overall tackle nationally by Rivals.com ... Named to Division I! 
All-Ohio first team ... Voted as the teams’ best offensive lineman. 


Tommy Fuessel An «66-3 «6180 OO i Lincoln Way East 
As a senior, accumulated 1,522 rushing yards and 1,123 passing yards ... Named to 
Illinois High School Coaches Association All-State First Team ... Named All-State first 
team by Chicago Tribune and Chicago Sun-Times ... ESPN/Nike highest scoring QB in 
the nation ... Lincoln-Way East's all-time leading rusher. 


Matt Harris AK «660 «6170 O90 LaGrange, IL Lyons Township Nv 
Rated as the No. 22 overall recruit in the state of Illinois by Rivals.com ... All-Area MVP 
... Three-time All-West Suburban Silver Conference ... Helped Lyons reach state quar- 
terfinals in three straight seasons ... Placed second in Illinois 3A in long jump ... Team 
captain in both football and track and field. 


AW 511 18 OoO6 Pickerington, OH Pickerington North 
Rated as the No. 39 athlete nationally by Rivals.com ... Finalist for Ohio Mr. Football... 
Named AP first-team All-Ohio, Co/umbus Dispatch All-Metro Offensive Player of the 
Year, 2012 Central Ohio Player of the Year ... Led Pickerington to a 12-2 record, 
regional championship and state semifinals appearance ... Racked up 1,985 rushing 
yrs. 29 touchdowns, five interceptions (including one pick-six), 79 tackles and two 
orced fumbles in 2012. 


Eric Joraskie 6-4 ©O6 _ MountCarmel,PA Mount Carmel Area Jr Sr 
Ranked as the No. 29 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com ... Recorded 141 tackles 
46 TFLs), 14.5 sacks and 23 OB hurries over last two seasons ... Two-time first-team 

All-State selection in the AA division ... Mews-/tem Defensive Player of the Year in 
2012 ... Named Defensive Lineman of the Year by Press Enterprise ... Chosen to 
Pennsylvania Big 33 All-Star Game. 


Blake King Oo 65 20 Sooo Minooka, IL Minooka 
Recognized as a second-team All-State performer by Chicago Tribune and first-team 
All-Area by Joliet Herald News ... Rated as the No. 32 overall prospect in the state of 
Illinois by Rivals.com ... First-team All-Conference ... Helped lead team to state quarter- 
finals in 2010 and a return trip to the playoffs in 2011. 


Tyler Lancaster Oo 64 29 OOO Plainfield, IL East 
Ranked as the No. 6 center prospect nationally and No. 15 overall recruit from Illinois 
by Rivals.com ... Named All-Area team by Herald News ... Named first-team All-State 


by Chicago Tribune ... Competed in Offense-Defense All-American Bowl, where he was 
named 2012 Offense-Defense Scholar-Athlete of the Year ... Did not surrender a sack 
in three years of varsity football. 


0 20 oO0 Union City, CA James Logan 
Named 2012 Northern California Player of the Year by San Francisco Chronicle, Tri-City 
Voice and NorCal Preps ... Ranked as the No. 52 RB recruit nationally by Rivals.com ... 
Team MVP ... Part of the first Logan team to go to NCS championship since 1998. 


Marcus McShenard DB 5-11 18 @O@ Cleveland Heights,0H Cleveland Heights 
Ranked as the No. 69 cornerback recruit nationally and the No. 50 recruit overall from 
Ohio by Rivals.com ... Earned honorable mention All-State in Division | and All-Area by 
the Sun Press ... Named Cleveland Heights’ defensive MVP in 2012 with 56 tackles, eight 
Sie as and six defensive touchdowns ... Also had 751 kickoff return yards and one 
Kick return for TD ... Led the Tigers to first playoff appearance in school history. 
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Pos Ht Wt = Stars 


Xavier Menifield RB 5-10 20 OOO Chatsworth, CA Sierra Canyon 
Named Sierra Canyon's Offensive MVP in 2009, 2011 and 2012 ... Three-time first-team 
all-league selection...Earned 2012 Alpha League Player of the Year honors as a senior 
... Named to the All-CIF Southern Section East Valley Division Calpreps All-State Team 
... Played in Daily News Area All-Star game and Prepstar All-Star game ... In 2011, 
helped Sierra Canyon to a 15-0 record and a Division IV state championship. 


Hunter Niswander 4K 65 210 O© Peninsula, OH Woodridge 
Named first-team All-Ohio Division Ill by AP ... NUC All-American game invitee ... 
Played and served as captain in the Thanksgiving All-Star game for North Ohio ... 
Named to All-Area All-Star Team by the Akron Beacon Journal... Broke state record for 
most consecutive made PATs at 111 in 2012 ... Owns the longest made field goal in 
school history (53 yards). 


Brad North Oo 63 20 G60 Allen, TX Allen 
Ranked as the No. 9 center prospect in the country and No. 95 overall recruit in talent- 
rich Texas by Rivals.com ... Earned second-team All-State honors in 2012 and was a 
two-time all-county and all-district performer ... MVP at Nike Football Training Camp in 
March, 2012 ... Won 5A Division | state championship in 2012. 


Kyle Queiro AW «663 «618 GOOG Oradell, Bergen Catholic 
Ranked the No. 53 athlete recruit in the country and No. 17 prospect overall in New 
Jersey by Rivals.com ... Named to the MSG Varsity All-State & All Metro Team ... Played 
in the state championship game three consecutive years. 


Jayme Taylor Tt 64 25 00 The Woodlands, TX The Woodlands 
Played both wide receiver and quarterback during his three years of varsity football ... 
As a senior, totaled 334 yards receiving and 341 yards passing, earning first-team all- 
district and all-county honors ... 2012 Class 5A Region 2 Elite Team (first-team offense) 
... Named the Vype Magazine All-Greater Houston tight end. 


Anthony Walker J. 1B 61 208 OOO OpalockaFL __ Monsignor Pace 
Recorded 200 career tackles, eight interceptions, six fumble recoveries and five forced 
fumbles ... Also averaged 14.0 yards per catch as wide receiver and had four TD recep- 
tions ... Two-time all-state honoree, earning first-team honors in 2012, and twice earn- 
ing first-team all-conference distinction. 


Brett Walsh 1B 62 205 606 Monrovia, CA Monrovi 
Won three straight CIF conference championships ... Compiled 417 tackles, 11 sacks, 
three interceptions and eight forced fumbles ... Averaged 25.3 tackles per game senior 
te ... Named to MaxPreps All-State team junior and senior year ... Earned Defensive 

VP honors from Rio Hondo League and CIF ... Named to All-Area Team and Defensive 
MVP by Pasadena Star News ... Played in 2013 West Coast Bowl. 


Keith Watkins RBS] «175 GOGO __ ForestPark, OH Moeller 
Rated as the No. 34 running back prospect in the country and No. 24 overall recruit in 
Ohio by Rivals.com ... In four years of varsity football, collected 2,149 rushing yards 
wie in Moeller history) and 28 career touchdowns (second) ... Named first-team All- 

State and Cincinnati Enquirer Co-Player of the Year ... Greater Catholic League (GCL) 
pores of the Year and first-team All-GCL on offense ... Led team to 2012 state title as 
a captain. 


Macan Wilson WR 61 18 OOO Houston, TX Kinkaid 
Recognized as Houston Touchdown Club Ironman Player of the Year in 2012 ... Named 
to the Houston Chronicle first-team All-Greater Houston ... Earned three straight first- 
team All-State honors (2010-12) ... Conference Offensive MVP in 2012 
Kinkaid’s all-time career receiving leader with over 4,000 pats and 71 touchdowns ... 
Owns school records for longest kickoff return for a TD (102 yds.) and longest TD run 
(97 yds.) ... Led Kinkaid to two state championships (2010, 2011). 


Hometown 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 151 


WILDCATS SPRING ROSTER NOTEBOOK 


Pos, Ht Wt Cl. Hometown No, Name Pos. Ht Wt Cl. Hometown orthwestern's medical team required 13 players 
Chi Chi Ariguzo LB «G3. 220 de Gahanna, OH Oi Oran Lay ; Rockford to sit out spring practices after undergoing off- 


Hayden Baker OL 6-2 280 Jr Trout Valley 68 Connor Mahoney : Malvern, PA Season et only: ; 
a oe ae The group included three returning starters — left 


Cermak Bland WR 5-11 170 So, West Linn, OR 5 Venric Mark Tomball, TX 5 ‘ 2 
= tackle Jack Konopka, middle linebacker Damien 
Terrance Brown S 6-1 195 Fr Los Alamitos, CA 67 Sean McEvilly Yorba Linda, CA 2 
Proby and cornerback Nick VanHoose — as well as 


C.J. Bryant CB O5-11 175 Jr Gahanna,OH 83 Mike McHugh Kirkwood, MO j a 

— a ain = — 7 tac : eT several others who'll contend for a job this fall. 

her A ‘ F ‘ Set 9 
eet is scl = The biggest issue for the Wildcats was their inabil- 
es eS ee eee Lake Zurich | ity to field two full offensive lines. They had either 


lbraheim Campbell DB 5-11 205 a Philadelphia, PA 8 Jack Mitchell PK «6-3 : San Diego, CA eight or nine available linemen on any given day. 
Joe Cannon . Oconomowoc, WI 53 Geoff Mogus OL 6-5 


ia ial “We really had to tweak the structure,” coach Pat 

P.J, Carollo : Lake Bluff 7 ‘HfeadiOdenigho DL «6-3 Centerville, OH Fitzgerald said of practices. 

Austin Garr Benicia,CA 34 MichaelOdom LB 195 Naperville “We usually like to go very up-tempo and get a lot 

Chance Carter 63 270 Jn Evanston = 3_Sean Oliver DB 5-11 175 ___ Plano, TX of reps. We had to re-structure practice to where we 
9 Max Chapman 6-3 230 So. Ponte Vedra,FL = 10 Zack Oliver OB 6-4 235 Baton Rouge, LA were smart, we were efficient. We got the installation 

Kain Colter 6-0 190 Sr. Denver,CO 76. Eric Olson OL 6-6 285 Sudbury, MA (of the offense) and got the mental reps that we 

Adam DePietro 6-5 270 Fr Lancaster,PA 38 Arthur Omilian = PK «5-11 160 Atlanta, GA needed, but we couldn’t get the number of (physical) 

Cameron Dickerson WR 6-3 200 So.  Englewood,NJ 27 Mike Panico RB 5-8 175 Libertyville reps we wanted. 

Doug Diedrick 5-10 215 So. Woodridge 63_lan Park 64 295 Pittsburgh, PA “So we'll be a little behind when we start train- 

Collin Ellis LB 6-2 225 J | StGabrieLA © 25 JordanPerkins 180 ing camp.” 

Madison,Wi 61. Alex Pietrzak 290 e Northwestern finished No. 17 in the final 
Lewis Center, OH Associated Press poll last season. Considering the 

Hamden, OH Wildcats retain 15 position starters and all of their 
specialists, they'll be under strong consideration to 
open in the AP Top 25. 

Northwestern hasn't started a year in the Top 25 
since 2001, when the pollsters installed the Wildcats 
at No. 16 after going 8-4 and sharing the Big Ten title 
with Purdue in 2000. 

“Now there are some positive things about to hap- 
pen,” Fitzgerald said. “I think the way that we respond 
to that is going to be critically important to us taking 
that next step.” 

Croke OF If the current team doesn't believe that, they can 
Mike Jensen WR 6-0 180 Sr Rancho SantaFe,CA 85 Mark Szott Naperville take a lesson from the 2001 squad. The Wildcats, 
Christian Jones = WR 6-3 225 dt. Houston, TX = 32_ Mike Trumpy who entered that season as the Big Ten favorite, won 
Daniel Jones OB 5-11 170 Jr Monticello, FL 23 Nick VanHoose . Urbana, OH their first three games and jumped to No. 14 in the 
Joseph Jones S61 200 Ff Plano 50 Timmy Vernon . Fort Washington, PA polls before dropping seven of their final eight games. 
Malin Jones RB 6-0 205 Fr Naperville 66 Brandon Vitabile 2 Edison, NJ © The Homecoming game against Ohio State on 
Tony Jones WR 6-0 185 Jr Flint, MI 40 Dan Vitale . Wheaton Oct. 5 will be held in primetime, at 7 p.m. CT, and be 
Paul Jorgensen OL 6-6 295 Jr. DeWitt, MI 2 Dwight White CB 5-10 178 Fr. Cypress, TX televised on one of the ESPN family of networks. 

Jack Konopka = OL «G5 285 Jr, Invemess 49 Brandon Williams P 62 185 Sr. Nappanee, IN 
Zak Kucera P 6-2 205 Fr  Chesterland,OH © 4 JarrellWilliams DB 5-11 190 So. Robbins 
Greg Kuhar DL 6-3 275 Fr. Concord Township,0H 35 Eric Wilson : Retford, MI 
Rashad Lawrence WR 6-2 185 Sr. Orlando, FL \ Orlando, FL 


Chris Fitzpatrick LS 6-2 230 Fr Lawrenceburg,KY 77 Kenton Playko 270 
Davion Fleming DB 5-10 200 Sr. Upland, CA 51 Jaylen Prater 215 


- Maywood 
North Las Vegas, NV 
Peru 

Santa Monica, CA 
Royersford, PA 
Upper St. Clair, PA 
"Warren, OH 
Joliet 

Windermere, FL 


Matt Frazier OL 64 290 So, Bourbonnais 21_-Kyle Prater 

Deonte Gibson DL 6-3 240 So,  Lakewood,0H © 46 Damien Proby 235 
Chris Gradone -P ~—«6-2 190 So. _Gincinnati,OH © 90 CJ. Robbins 

Treyvon Green RB 5-10 215) Jr Mesquite, TX 18 Christian Salem 

Jimmy Hall DB 6-2 205 Jr Toledo,0H 82 Andrew Scanlan 

Will Hampton DL 6-3 285 Sr. Houston, TX 86 Jack Schwaba 

TimHanrahan RB «G0 195 dr, Frankfort 97. Tyler Scott 

Eric Hauser LB 6-0 215 Fr.  LakeBarrington 47. Troy Sheppard 

Traveon Henry S 6-1 200 So. Lauderdale Lakes, FL 13 Trevor Siemian 

Pat Hickey is 6-0 205 Sr “Chicago 55. Drew Smith 
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AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“| thought it was the best spring practice that 
| have seen at Northwestern in seven years. | think 
the bowl victory has given them tremendous 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 


U) ‘PASSING 13 115.6 128 218 3 58.7 1312 6 42 1009 momentum going into the season. It seems to me 
f= that that could have been weighing on them more 
9 heavily than any of us knew. 
5 “| think Kain Colter is special. | think he’s one 
of the better players in the conference, if not in 
z the country. | think they challenge for the Legends, 
= Att. Gain along with Michigan and Nebraska. But their 
OQ puswinc std I 4 oe i ben = se a nee crossover schedule is Wisconsin, Ohio State and 
S M.trumpy 13 76 368 19 349 46 3 27 268 Illinois. Wisconsin and Ohio State are tough, so 
WEE | sodcasoapnuvenscsrsicapwosnsh onsasacansusdapesnncssdeusdrresduyacsetsoonsustversesbosenssdcestyrsesveisetossvoccactetbobroodastasn bsoosaeeeseet that may play a factor in them challenging for the 
S Tackles: D. Proby 112, D. Nwabuisi 97, C. Ariguzo 91 Legends. But | do think they're one of the better 


Tackles for loss: T. Scott 12.5, C. Ariguzo 10.5, D. Nwabuisi 8.5 i ‘i 
DEF. LEADERS Sacks: . Scott 9, Q. Williams 4.5, two tied with 3 teams in the conference. 
Interceptions; D, Nwabuisi 3, N. VanHoose 3, two tied with 2 — Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Trevor Siemian 
Photo by Scott Boehm 


21.6 points in their final seven games. 

Northwestern shouldn’t need as 
much time to figure itself out in 2013. 
The Wildcats welcome back seven start- 
ers — a group that features Big Ten sack 
co-leader Tyler Scott (nine sacks), team 
tackle leader Damien Proby (112 stops) 
and top defensive back Ibraheim Camp- 
bell (89 tackles, 2 INTs, 12 PBUs). 

At first blush, Northwestern’s biggest 
issue will be replacing two stalwarts on 
the defensive line. While the Wildcats 
know they'll miss absurdly strong tackle 
Brian Arnfelt and playmaking end 


2010 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 26.4 
Rushing 155.9 
Passing 235.2 
Total 391.1 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 28.9 
Rushing 166.6 
Passing 254.2 
Total 420.9 


DEFENSE DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 


Total 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


426.2 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PER GAME 
=4 - 0.08 63 +3 +0.23 
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2011 RANKINGS 


Quentin Williams — last seen triggering 
the Gator Bowl victory with his first- 


quarter interception returned for a score 


— Fitzgerald doesn’t worry. 

Sophomore ends Dean Lowry and 
Deonte Gibson excelled as situational 
pass-rushers last season, but Fitzgerald 
also trusts sophomore Max Chapman 
and highly touted redshirt freshman 
Ifeadi Odenigbo there. 

Senior tackle Will Hampton opened 
last season as a starter. Either he or ju- 
nior Chance Carter, an Evanston native 
with big potential, will line up next to 
returning starter Sean McEvilly inside. 


Sophomore C.J. Robbins, who has yet to 


play a snap due to injuries, made huge 
gains during the spring. 

“That’s the deepest we've ever been 
there,” Fitzgerald said. “Nine guys deep, 


but maybe even as deep as 11. And that’s 


without me mentioning a freshman.” 

The Wildcats go four-deep with 
experienced linebackers. Proby remains 
in the middle while junior playmaker 
Chi Chi Ariguzo (91 tackles, 10.5 TFLs, 
2 INTs) flips from the strong side to 
the weak side. Sophomore Drew Smith 
(two sacks) and junior Collin Ellis will 
take their competition at strongside 
linebacker into the fall. The guy who 
doesn’t win will be the first sub at all 
three spots. 

There's a little more uncertainty in 
the secondary. Campbell, a third-year 
starter at safety, and cornerback Nick 
VanHoose are locked into their spots. 
Junior Daniel Jones is the incumbent at 
the other corner, but he’ll have to fend 
off junior C.J. Bryant and redshirt fresh- 
man Dwight White in fall camp. 

The Wildcats have been looking for 
a larger, physical safety. Sophomore 
Traveon Henry (6-1, 200) and junior 
Jimmy Hall (6-2, 205) will also take 
their spirited spring battle into the fall. 


2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 31.7 42 
Rushing 225.5 

Passing 169.1 

Total 394.6 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 


Total 378.2 


RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
40 +14 + 1.08 10 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100) W 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Venric Mark 

He was a lightly used wide 
receiver in his first two years, 
then he shifted to running 
back and became one of 
10 semifinalists for the Doak 
Walker Award after rushing for 
1,366 yards and 12 TDs. ... 
Earned All-America acclaim as 
a returner, as two of his 15 
punt returns went for TDs. ... Also caught 20 passes, 
which was 14 more than his first two seasons com- 
bined. ... Listed at 5-8, 175 pounds, Mark runs between 
the tackles like a much bigger back. 


EMERGING STAR 


SB Dan Vitale 

Claimed the starting super- 
back job as a true freshman 
during fall camp, but his role in 
the offense blossomed during 
the latter half of the season. ... 
Caught just eight passes for 
52 yards during NU's first six 
games, but stacked up 20 
catches for 236 yards and two 
TDs in final seven games. ... Was a running back and 
sprinter in high school, which enables the 6-2, 220- 
pound sophomore to have either a size or speed mis- 
match against coverage. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DT C.J. Robbins 
Though he has spent two 
seasons at Northwestern, he 
has yet to see the field after 
redshirting his true freshman 
season and missing last year 
due to injury. ... Made up for 
lost time during spring prac- 

tice by catching the eye of 
coach Pat Fitzgerald, who 
singled out Robbins for a “great spring.” ... He will be 
part of NU’s four-man rotation at tackle, which means 
he should be the newcomer who makes the biggest 
impact on defense. 


RESULTS 
10-3, 5-3 
at Syracuse 
VANDERBILT 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
INDIANA 
at Penn State 
at Minnesota 
NEBRASKA 
lOWA 
at Michigan (OT) 
at Michigan State 
ILLINOIS 
Gator Bowl 
vs. Mississippi State 


42-41 
23-13 
22-13 

38-7 
44-29 
28-39 
21-13 
28-29 
28-17 
31-38 
23-20 
50-14 


Se pe So SS Sie = 


34-20 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 153 


Mark Sets Goals 
Through the Roof 


Wie his 4.3 speed and fearless demeanor, 
it’s a pleasure to watch Northwestern run- 
ning back Venric Mark carry the football. 

It might be even more fun to watch him once 
he has been tackled. 

The 5-8, 175-pound senior pops up immedi- 
ately from the ground looking to start a feud. 

“I'm a very nice guy, but sometimes when 
| get tackled | feel like | should have done some- 
thing different,” Mark said. “I think about it and 
|'m like, ‘Man! | should’ve done that!’” 

Wait a minute. So he’s mad at himself and not 
the defenders who deigned to bring him down? 

“Oh, I’m not going to lie,” Mark said with a 
smile. “It’s probably 60-40. Forty percent I’m 
mad at myself, but 60 percent that I’m (telling 
the defense) ‘Get out of my face!’ It’s all fun and 
games, though.” 

The first two years of Mark’s career at North- 
western weren’t much fun. Though he was an 
excellent kick and punt returner and a gunner on 
the coverage teams, the coaches couldn’t find 
a good way to utilize Mark’s speed from scrim- 
mage. He caught just six passes in two years as 
a slot receiver. 


7 PROFILE | 


: Mark, who's entering his fourth year of 
: handling the return duties for NU, was 
: the Football Writers Association's All- 

: American punt returner last year after 

: averaging 18.7 yards return and taking 

: punts to the house against Syracuse and 
? Penn State. 


Venric Mark \ 
ie ose by Scott Boehm J 


gan’s Denard Robinson. 


a move to running back. 


pounds when the ball is tucked to his chest. 


“| feel like I'm Adrian Peterson, honestly,” : 
Mark said. “People say, ‘You’re not his size.’ | just : 
love the way he runs. He can try to run through ; 


you or he can move around you. 


“l’'ve always been the smallest guy, but | play 


with a chip on my shoulder.” 


“He enjoys running the inside zone,” Fitzger- : 
ald said. “He likes getting downhill and play- : 
ing with square shoulders. That's one of his : 
strengths. He is an ultra-competitive guy that ; 


wants to make big plays, explosive plays.” 


After leading the Big Ten and ranking 11th 
nationally with 2,166 all-purpose yards last year, : 


Mark has set lofty goals for 2013. 


He doesn’t flinch when asked whether the 


Heisman Trophy is one of those goals. 


“If somebody isn’t laughing at your goals,” 


Mark said, “then are they truly high?” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Northwestern boasts a pair of All- 
American candidates here. Venric 


Among kickers who tried at least 20 


: field goals in 2012, senior Jeff Budzien 
: ranked second in conversion rate as he 
? nailed 19 of 20 attempts. He has con- 

: verted all 101 extra-point tries during 

: his career. Brandon Williams has been 
: the punter since 2010 and none of his 
: 177 attempts have been blocked. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Northwestern is faced with a unique 


? situation that didn’t make things easy 

: for the coaches’ offseason preparations. 
: Each of the Wildcats’ first three oppo- 

: nents (California, Syracuse and Western 
; Michigan) has a new head coach. 


Then NU opens Big Ten play with 


: Leaders Division favorite Ohio State 
; (a team it hasn't faced since Urban 


He was so disposable there, Pat Fitzgerald : Meyer took over) and Wisconst 
and his coaching staff tried him at linebacker in | (hich also has a new coach). 
October 2011 to serve as a spy against Michi- won 12 of their past 13 regular-season 


: games against non-conference foes, 
In that same game, Mark got the chance to : should be able to build momentum 
run the ball twice for 18 yards. That set in motion heading into the Oct. 5 homecoming 


: visit from the Buckeyes. 
Those who assumed Mark’s lack of size : 


would make him exclusively an outside threat : 
didn’t realize Mark believes he’s 6-1 and 220 : 


Nonetheless the Wildcats, who have 


— Lindsey Willhite 
SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent 12 Record 
Aug. 31 at California 3-9 
Sept. 7 SYRACUSE 8-5 
Sept.14 WESTERN MICHIGAN 4-8 
Sept. 21 MAINE 5-6 
Oct. 5 OHIO STATE 12-0 
Oct. 12 at Wisconsin 8-6 
Oct. 19 MINNESOTA 6-7 
Oct. 26 at lowa 4-8 
Nov. 2 at Nebraska 10-4 
Nov. 16 MICHIGAN 8-5 
Nov.23 MICHIGAN STATE 7-6 
Nov. 30 at Illinois 2-10 
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@ KENT STATE | GOLDEN FLASHES 


MAC rank: 8 Record: 11-3 


“We're taking the right steps and every- 
body is excited about the program. We 
want to keep this thing going.” 

— Coach Paul Haynes 


GOLDEN FLASHES at a GLANCE 


COACH: Paul Haynes — At Kent State and overall: Ist year 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian Rock 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brian George 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE; 1972 

LAST TIME DIDN’T GO BOWLING: 2011 

RETURING STARTERS: 13; 7 offense, 5 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB David Fisher, RB/WR Dri Archer, 
RB Traylon Durham, WR Tyshon Goode, WR Josh Boyle, 
OT Roosevelt Nix, CB Darius Polk, SS Luke Wollet 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Archer is an electric threat, and Haynes 
plans to use him all over the field with the idea of putting pres- 
sure on opponents. Archer and Durham formed a lethal running 
combination last season, combining for nearly 3,000 yards. Nix is 
poised for another big season in his final year. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Golden Flashes have several elite 
offensive threats but don't have a starting quarterback named 
entering fall camp. This could be a season-long problem. The 
offensive line might experience some issues early in the season 
with a rocky schedule. The Golden Flashes get to experience life 
with the bulls-eye on their backs this season. 


OFFENSE 

The good news for first-year Kent State coach 
Paul Haynes is that most of the playmakers return 
from last year’s offense that averaged 33.1 points 
and 225.8 rushing yards. 

The KSU athletic department was even 
contemplating a Heisman Trophy campaign for 
multi-dimensional senior Dri Archer. His decision 
to return to school immediately bolstered Kent 
State’s offense and masked concern along the 
offensive line. 

Haynes plans to utilize the speedy Archer, who 
rushed for 1,429 yards in 2012, more at wide receiver. 
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MAC record: 8-0 (1st, East) 


Archer combined last season with junior Trayion 
Durham, who ran for 1,316 yards, to form a deadly 
rushing duo. Durham is trying to shed weight down 
to the 230-235-pound range, with Haynes planning 
for him to become a focal part of the offense in the 
red zone. 

The Golden Flashes need to find a replacement 
for four-year starting quarterback Spencer Keith. 
Senior David Fisher injured his knee late in spring 
practice, but is slated to return to full health by 
fall camp. Sophomore Colin Reardon sat out last 
season, but shined in the spring game. 

The offensive line took major hits with the loss 
of left tackle Brian Winters and left guard Josh 
Kline. Center Phil Huff and left guard Pat McShane 
anchor a young group up front. 

Archer's presence at slot receiver blends well 
with emerging wide receivers Josh Boyle and Chris 
Humphrey. Senior wide receiver Tyshon Goode sat 
out last season with a hamstring injury but brings 
experience and big-time production to the offense. 


DEFENSE 


Senior defensive tackle Roosevelt Nix enters the 
final year of a productive career. Nix broke his hand 
during spring practice, but that didn’t keep him 
from participating on a limited basis in drills. Nix 
has the chance to become Kent State’s first four- 
time All-MAC first-team selection. 

Nix is surrounded by talent and experience, with 
Mark Fackler and Zack Hitchens manning the end 
spots. Haynes expects at least five players to join 
the program to fill the gaps at linebacker in the fall. 

Two-time All-MAC selection Luke Wollet returns 
at strong safety, while cornerback Darius Polk has 
made 106 tackles and intercepted three passes in 
his career. 


J 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

Anthony Melchiori established himself as one 
of the best freshmen punters in the country last 
season, averaging 42.6 yards. Brad Miller gets the 
first stab at the wide-open kicking job. Archer im- 
mediately spices up the special teams, adding punt 
return duties to his kick returning job. 


OVERVIEW 

The Golden Flashes were one of college football's 
feel-good stories of 2012 after rocketing to 11 wins 
under Darrell Hazell. Haynes, a former Kent State 
player and assistant coach, has a great grasp of 
the positives and negatives of the program. The 
Golden Flashes’ season might boil down to how 
they perform during a rugged six-game stretch that 
includes games at LSU and Penn State along with 
a home date with Northern Illinois. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Kris White: An early enrollee in January, 
White flashed his immense talent during spring 


practices and projects to get some playing time 
in the fall. A tall, rangy wide receiver with good 
hands, the 6-2, 210-pound White got plenty of 
reps with the first team in the spring. 


2013 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2012 RESULTS 2013 SCHEDULE 


2012 RANKINGS 


Stadium: Dix Stadium (25,000) 


RT 


David Fisher 
Traylon Durham* 
Chris Humphrey* 
Josh Boyle* 

Dri Archer* 

Tim Erjavec* 
Reno Reda 

Pat McShane* 
Phil Huff* 
Anthony Pruitt 
Jason Bitsko 


DE 
oT 
NT 
DE 
LB 
LB 
LB 
cB 
cB 
ss 
FS 


Mark Fackler* 
Roosevelt Nix* 
Nate Terhune 
Zack Hitchens* 
Matt Dellinger 
Danny Gress 
Jordan Italiano 
Darius Polk* 
Malcolm Pannell 
Luke Wollet* 
Keenan Stalls 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 85 
pP 4% 


Brad Miller 
Anthony Metchiori* 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 29 
Sept.7 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 28 
Oct. 5 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 19 


Oct. 26 
Nov, 2 

Nov. 13 
Nov. 19 


<a s aiepeie Seer 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 


LIBERTY 

BOWLING GREEN 

at LSU 

at Penn State 

at Western Michigan 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Ball State 

at South Alabama 
BUFFALO 

at Akron 

MIAMI (OH) 

at OHIO 


41-21 
14-47 
23-7 
45-43 
41-14 
31-17 
41-24 
35-23 
35-24 
48-32 
31-24 
28-6 


Towson 
at Kentucky 
at Buffalo 
BALL STATE 
at Eastern Michigan 
at Army 


at Rutgers 
AKRON 
at Miami (OH) 
at Bowling Green 
OHIO 


MAC Championship Game 


vs. Northern Illinois (2OT) 


OFFENSE 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


+20 


37-44 
GoDaddy.com Bowl 


vs. Arkansas State 13-17 


PER GAME 
33.1 
225.8 
162.5 
388.3 


PER GAME 
245 
138.3 
272.0 
410.3 


PER GAME 
+143 
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By Bob Narang 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tom Herman 


AT A GLANCE 


2012: 
12-0 overall, 8-0 Big Ten (1st, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Urban Meyer —At Ohio State: 12-0, 1 year; 
overall: 116-23, 11 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
14; 9 offense, 4 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Braxton Miller, RB Carlos Hyde, 
WR Corey Brown, LT Jack Mewhort, 
LB Ryan Shazier, LB Curtis Grant, 
CB Bradley Roby, S Christian Bryant 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Ohio State has one of the country’s most dan- 
gerous weapons at quarterback, and now 
Miller will operate behind an experienced line 
and with vastly improved skill-position players. 
The offense was Meyer's major concern last 
year, but now the Buckeyes could have the 
most efficient attack in the Big Ten. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The foundation of Ohio State’s most successful 
teams of the last 15 years has been dominant 
defense, and the Buckeyes are replacing 
seven veteran leaders on that side of the ball. 
Ohio State replenishes those spots with 
emerging talent, but that’s a lot of pressure to 
put on the shoulders of inexperienced players. 
How will they respond? 


KEY LOSSES: 

H-Back Jake Stoneburner, RT Reid Fragel, 
DL John Simon, DL Johnathan Hankins, 
DT Garrett Goebel, DL Nathan Williams, 
LB Etienne Sabino, LB Zach Boren, 

CB Travis Howard 


OVERVIEW: 

Ohio State posted a 12-0 record in Meyer's first 
year as head coach, but the season came to an 
abrupt end as the team served a one-year bowl 
ban. This year, the Buckeyes are targeting 
another unbeaten season with the hopes that 
they'll claim the national championship. The 
talent and schedule intersect nicely, with OSU 
avoiding Michigan State and Nebraska and 
having only one fearsome road game — 

at Michigan to end the regular season. 


OHIO STATE 


BUCKEWE'S 


For more coverage of the Buckeyes, visit ohiostate.rivals.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Luke Fickell 


STADIUM: Ohio Stadium: 102,329 


Postseason Ban in Past, Buckeyes Chase National Title 


anging across the field in Ohio 
He indoor practice facility in 

the Woody Hayes Athletic Cen- 
ter is an oversized banner that simply 
reads, “The Chase.” It’s a short message, 
but one head coach Urban Meyer hopes 
has a profound impact on the players 
who look up at it every day. 

Meyer said each person could be in 
pursuit of individual goals that range 
from earning a starting position to 
playing for an NFL contract, but when 
the entire team sees it in unison the 
objective is undeniable — to capture the 
program’s first national championship 
since 2002. 

“When Coach Meyer talks about 
‘The Chase’ and he tells us that we’re all 
chasing something, it gets you going,” 
senior left tackle Jack Mewhort said. 

Ohio State has been a contender for 
a national championship for much of 
the past 15 years, but Meyer took over 
a program that was at the center of an 
NCAA investigation before the 2012 
season. Shortly after, the Buckeyes were 
levied a one-year postseason ban. 

That didn’t stop Meyer — winner of 
two national titles while the head coach 
at Florida from 2005-10 — from quickly 
getting Ohio State back on track, as the 
Buckeyes went 12-0. Now the ultimate 
prize is there, and Meyer intends to 
catch his former SEC rival, Alabama. 

This Ohio State team is seemingly 
in great position to reach the sum- 
mit, as the Buckeyes return 14 starters, 
including nine from the Big Ten’s most 
productive offense. 

“The only thing I don’t feel great 
about is when you look and you don’t 
see my leaders from last year,” Meyer 
said. “I grew to love those guys. They 
turned out to be as good of human be- 
ings as I’ve ever been around. That’s the 
only void you feel.” 


Most of those lost faces come on 
defense, as the Buckeyes bring back 
only four starters. Meyer, though, has 
promptly filled the gaps with youthful, 
yet talented players. 

The learning curve for the entire team 
will be fast because expectations for 
a national championship are real for 
the first time since 2010. Ohio State 
isn’t short on confidence. 

“We gave ya'll a (trailer) last year,” 
cornerback Bradley Roby said. “This 
next year is going to be a movie. It’s 
going to be crazy.” 


OFFENSE 


Though it is coordinator Tom Her- 
man’s second year on the job, this 
season could feel like his first in many 
ways. Last season, Herman was limited 
to roughly 60 percent of his playbook 
because the roster, though immensely 
talented, was still short on experience 
and didn’t have a complete understand- 
ing of Ohio State’s new spread offense. 

Herman recalls nights where he’d 
lay in bed staring at the ceiling while 
fighting off cold sweats as he envi- 
sioned calling a pass play, not to men- 
tion the work he had to do with an 
offense Meyer initially referred to as 
“a clown show.” 

Yet somehow when the season was 
over, the Buckeyes led the Big Ten in 
scoring with 37.2 points per game. 
That’s in large part due to quarterback 
Braxton Miller, who racked up 3,310 
yards of total offense and 28 total 
touchdowns. 

“1 would say that if (Miller) was at a 
1 during the spring last year, and a 4 at 
the end of last season, he’s at a 6 right 
now,” Herman said. “He could be an 
11 ona scale of 1 to 10.” 

Miller will be helped by the fact that 
he’s surrounded by skill-position players 
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Braxton Miller 


Photo by Chris Bernacchi/SportPics 


that are no longer question marks, an 
immense contrast from the “non-func- 
tional” group Meyer described in his 
first spring. 

First to help Miller carry the load 
is senior running back Carlos Hyde, 
who nearly reached 1,000 yards on the 
ground last year. In addition to his 970 
rushing yards, Hyde found the end zone 
16 times, and Meyer said he could be 
one of the best backs in college football 
this year. 

The passing attack is where Ohio 
State needs the biggest improvement. 
Wide receivers Corey “Philly” Brown 
and Devin Smith are Miller’s top two 
targets, while Chris Fields, Evan Spen- 
cer, and Mike Thomas are fighting for 
major roles. 

Ohio State’s offense could get 
a boost from summer-enrollees 
Ezekiel Elliott, Dontre Wilson and 
Jalin Marshall, all of whom were top 


Ryan Shazier \> -— 
Photo by Joe Robbins 
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high school prospects. Fifth-year 
senior Jordan Hall — a medical red- 
shirt last season — also could find an 
impact with his combination of quick- 
ness, power and veteran leadership. 

The biggest question mark for the 
offense is at right tackle, where Tay- 
lor Decker and Chase Farris battled 
through the spring. The Buckeyes 
return four players who started every 
game last season at the other positions 
on the line. 

“Coach Meyer expects us to be the 
best offense in the country,” Mewhort 
said. “And I think we can be.” 


DEFENSE 

Whether Ohio State ultimately 
reaches its championship goal likely de- 
pends on the defense’s ability to quickly 
reload after it lost seven starters from 
last year’s unit that allowed only 22.8 
points per game. 


Though the Buckeyes lost starters 
from all over their defense, the onus is 
on the youthful defensive linemen to 
immediately produce because the team 
said goodbye to all four starters from 
that position group, including studs 
John Simon and Jonathan Hankins. 

The good news is that sophomore 
defensive ends Noah Spence and 
Adolphus Washington — both five- 
star recruits coming out of high school 
— combined for seven sacks in Ohio 
State’s spring game, and that could be a 
preview of what’s to come this season. 

The Buckeyes fill the gaps inside with 
tackles Michael Bennett and Joel Hale, 
both of whom have more game experi- 
ence than Spence and Washington. 

“If we put together a good D-line and 
linebackers, I think we'll have a good 
team,” Meyer said. “If not, we won’t. 
It's pretty simple.” 

The good news for Meyer is that he'll 


QB —_ Braxton Miller* Jr. 


Accounted for 28 touchdowns last year. 


Kenny Guiton, Sr. 


RB Carlos Hyde* Sr. __ Rushed for 970 yards in first year as a starter. Rod Smith, Jr. 
WR Corey Brown* Sr. Had double the catches (60) of any OSU player in 2012. Evan Spencer, Jr. 
WR Devin Smith* Jr. Took six of his 30 receptions for touchdowns. Mike Thomas, So. 
SL Chris Fields Sr. Will hold starting spot for first time in career. Jordan Hall, Sr. 
TE —_ Jeff Heuerman* Jr. Has more career starts (12) than receptions (eight). Nick Vannett, So. 
LT _ Jack Mewhort* Sr. __ Already chosen as a 2013 team captain. Darryl Baldwin, Jr. 
LG Andrew Norwell” Sr. First-team All-Big Ten selection in 2012. Pat Elflein, Jr. 

C Corey Linsley* Sr. Missed most of spring practice with foot injury. Jacoby Boren, Fr. 
RG Marcus Hall’ Sr. __ Had twice as many starts in 2012 (12) than entire career. Tommy Brown, So. 
RT __ Taylor Decker So. _Spent entire spring competing for starting job. Chase Farris, So. 
K Drew Basil* Sr. Four of 8 FG makes in 2012 came vs. Michigan. Kyle Clinton, Jr. 
*Returning Starter 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Noah Spence So. Played most plays (237) of any returning D-lineman. Jamal Marcus, So. 
NG Joel Hale Jr__ Posted six tackles in seven games in 2012. Chris Carter, So. 

DT Michael Bennett Jr. Missed four games with groin injury in 2012. Tommy Schutt, So. 
DE — Adolphus Washington So. Posted team-high four sacks in the spring game. Steve Miller, Jr. 

LB Ryan Shazier* Jr. __ First-team All-Big Ten selection in 2012. David Perkins, So. 
LB Curtis Grant Jr. __ Lost his starting linebacker spot three games into 2012. Camren Williams, So. 
CB _Bradley Roby* Jr. Scored three TDs in non-offensive situations last year. Armani Reeves, So. 
CB Doran Grant Jr. Started one game in 2012 in place of injured Roby. Adam Griffin, Jr. 

NB Tyvis Powell Fr. Made unexpected jump during spring practice. Devan Bogard, So. 

$ Christian Bryant* Sr. Second on team in tackles (71) behind Shazier (115). Corey Brown, Sr. 


§ C.J. Barnett* Sr. __ Started last 25 games at safety since 2011 knee injury. Ron Tanner, So. 
P Drew Basil Sr. Ohio State goes to Plan B at this position. Frank Epitropoulos, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 
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3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 
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a A 
Vonn Bell Mike Mitchell Jalin Marshall 
Ohio State will lose Mitchell is also Marshall makes the 
four safeties after this known as “The move from being 


season and will rely 
on Bell to learn the 
system quickly and 
become game ready. 
Bell already has 
shown the ball skills 
of an upperclassman 
and still needs to 


develop more against 


the run, but he has 
the makings of being 
an immediate impact 
type of player. 


Abusement Park” 
and put up huge 
tackling numbers 

at every stop of his 
high school career. 
Mitchell runs like 

a defensive back but 
hits like a ton of 
bricks and will step 
into a position 
group that is long in 
potential, but short 
on experience. 


quarterback to an ath- 
lete/receiver role and 
showed during the 
camp season that 
athletes just make 
plays. Ohio State is 
bringing in several 
offensive ‘playmakers 
in this class and it 
was difficult to pick 
just one but Marshall 
could be the first to 
shine with his size 
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and speed. 


Pos Ht Wt 


Eli Apple DB 60 185 OGOC Voorhees, NJ Eastem 
pom is typical of the new type of taller and longer cornerback who can play and play 
well at 200-pounds. Apple will create issues for bigger receivers, but still has the speed 
and quickness to match-up against smaller receivers as well. 


JT. Barrett QB Gl 29 O©O60 Wichita Falls, 1X 

Barrett is the dual-threat weapon that both Urban Meyer and Tom Herman want to build 
the offense around. He is more advanced as a passer than as a runner at this point of 
his development, but his escape-ability will make defenses stay honest. 


Marcus Baugh TE 64 6O66C _ Aiverside, CA JW. North 
Baugh is not one of the biggest tight ends in his class, but he creates issues for cover- 
ing linebackers with his speed and defensive backs with his size. His hands are what 
sets him apart however and will fit into Ohio State's spread very easily. 


Vonn Bell BB Gi 1% SGOOOS Rossville, GA Ridgeland 
Bell's Signing Day announcement surprised many and he immediately comes in at a 
position of need for Ohio State on the depth chart. Bell is athletic enough that he could 
succeed at cornerback or wide receiver as well, but immediately becomes a top safety. 


Joey Bosa DE 65 270 OGGC  FortLauieniale,Fl St Thomas Aquinas 
Bosa has the skills to play inside or outside at the next level and should see time at both 
aug - Buckeye career. Bosa possesses a great first step and is a force at the point 
of attack. 


Cameron Burows DB 60 23 OOOO OH Trotwood-Madison 
Burrows is another big cornerback for the Buckeyes and has the benefit of being an 
early enrollee to get acclimated to the collegiate demands. Burrows played on offense 


Stars Hometown 


early in his career and carries those ball skills to defense. 


dames Clark WR 511 170 OGGG _ — NewSmymaBeach,FL New Smyma Beach 
Clark brings world-class track speed to the football player, but make no mistake, he is 
very much a football player when he puts on the pads. Every touch by Clark could result 
in a score. He is the definition of a ‘field stretcher’. 


Gareon Conley 0B 62 165 O66 oH Washington 
Conley typified a late-bloomer and has a very high ceiling moving ahead. His height, 
length and closing speed make him one of the most intriguing prospects in the class. 
Will need to work on his run support as he makes the leap to college player. 


Ezekiel Elliott RB O60 19% OGGSO — SLLouis, MO John Burroughs 
Elliott is a multi-dimensional back who can run inside, outside and catch the ball... all 
three facets will be very important in the Ohio State game plan. ‘Zeke’ has the combina- 
tion of power and speed that premiere programs are constantly in search of. 


TimothyGariner =OL 665 YO COO IN 

Gardner showed tremendous drive to earn his spot in the Ohio State class and this 
future offensive guard impressed Urban Meyer and the staff at Ohio State’s Friday Night 
Lights event to earn an offer. 


Michael Hill TT 63 35 oooo St Pendleton 
Hill is a prototypical SEC style of space-eating defensive lineman and surprised many 
by opting to head north to Columbus and the Buckeyes. 


Trey Johnson BB &l 22 o9o0o°80 _ Central Gwinnett 
Johnson has put up big numbers every stop of his career and will give the Buckeyes 
noon / a extremely athletic linebacker, but also a smart one who is a natural leader 
on the field. 
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Big Ten: 1 


Jayme Thompson 
It must be a special 
Class when a 4-star is 
considered the sleep- 
er, but Thompson is 
easily the best player 
in the Ohio State 
class that nobody is 
talking about. He is 
constantly getting 
better and already has 
a great mixture of 
speed and smarts that 
could make him a 
truly special player. 


2014 NEEDS: io state witl lose 


four on the offensive line after the 2013 season and will 
realistically need to take five in the next class. Despite 
not having any seniors at linebacker, there is still a need 
at the position even after taking three in 2013. 
Quarterback is another important position with Kenny 
Guiton graduating this season and only three scholar- 
ships signal callers behind him. Kicker/punter needs to 
be examined with Drew Basil graduating after this sea- 
son and nobody behind him on scholarship. 


— Kevin Noon, Buckeyegrove.com/rivals.com 


Pos Ht Wi Stars Hometown 


Darron Lee A 862 15 OOO New Albany, OH New Albany 
Lee played multiple positions in high school and will get his first crack on defense in 
the secondary for Ohio State. While the ‘Star’ position seems to be the most likely 
landing spot, Lee could fill many needs for the Bucks. 


Tyquan Lewis DE 63 6ooo _ Tarboro, NC Tarboro 
Lewis got an early start to his college career and is already trying to get into the mix as 
a weakside defensive end. Lewis is able to get after the quarterback but also is athletic 
enough to drop into coverage. 


Evan Lisle Oo 66 25 OOO  Cenlenille, 0H 

Lisle possesses a nasty streak on the offensive line and has the frame to play much 
closer to 300-pounds as a collegiate player. All of the tools are there for Lisle to be 
a highly successful player for Ohio State. 


Jalin Marshall AW 511 16 GCOOO Middletown 
Marshall will make the move from quarterback to receiver and has already shown that 
he is a natural playmaker with the ball in his hands. Marshall is one of many candidates 
to fill Urban Meyer's ‘pivot’ position (think Percy Harvin) and has a sky-high ceiling. 


Mike Mitchell 1B 64 216 ©G@O66 Plano,1X — Prestonwood Christian 
Mitchell has been nicknamed “The Abusement Park" and lives up to that name on the 
field. Mitchell has deceptive speed, but is also a freak athlete that is much more than 
a combine warrior and could be in the mix early. 


Donovan Munger DT 64 200 O00 Shaker Heights, OH Shaker Helghts 
Munger has the athleticism where he could play on either side of the ball but likely 
projects better at defensive tackle. 


Billy Price oT 64 20 GCOOoO OH Austintown Fitch 
Price is another player who could play on either side of the ball, but seems to be tick- 
eted for defensive tackle. Many people will see him as a space-eater, but he also has 
great quickness and extremely strong technique. 


Corey Smith WR 60 172 GOGO  Scooba, MS East Mississippi 6.0, 

Smith falls in line with the type of wide receiver that has played at Ohio State in years 
ast at 6-0, 170-pounds. He should be able to adapt quickly already possessing great 
ands and strong route running. 


Tracy DE 64 245 OOO Elyria, OH Elyria 
Sprinkle took advantage of enrolling early at Ohio State and had a chance to work with 
the Buckeyes’ staff on leaning the ropes. Could be best at the three-technique. 


dayme Thompson DB 62 183 ©0060 Toledo, 0H Central Catholic 
Thompson is extremely quick and explosive from his safety position and could be one 
of the most underrated players in the class. Has the ability to cover a lot of territory with 
his speed and smarts. 


Dontre Wilson RB 5-10 174 OOOO ™ DeSoto 
Wilson was another last minute add to the class and another world-class speed guy. 
Has the ability to come out of the slot but also excel out of many other offensive sets. 
Wilson will also be in the mix for the ‘pivot’ position. 


Christopher Worley 1B 6-2 18 OOO OH Glenville Academic Campus 
wares could make his mark early at the nickel position but will likely grow into 
a wt role. Worley is one of those types of players who always seems to find his way 
into plays. 
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Pos. Ht Wt. Cl. Hometown 


Voorhees, NJ 


No. Name 


William Houston 


Hometown 


Solon 


Carlos Hyde 


Naples, FL 


Warren Ball 
C.J. Barnett 


Columbus 
Dayton 


Cardale Jones 


Cleveland 


Eric Kramer 


Cincinnati 


JT. Barrett Wichita Falls, TX 


Tyquan Lewis 


Tarboro, NC 


Drew Basil Chillicothe 


Corey Linsley 


Youngstown 


Michael Bennett DL 6-3 ~ Centerville 


George Makridis = LS 


Warren 


Logan Beougher OL 6-4 Alexandria, VA 


Jamal Marcus OL 


Durham, NC 


ivon Blackman 6-3 


Claudius Mbemba DL 


Lewis Center 


Stacey Blunt 6-2 Powell 


00 


Toledo 


Devan Bogard 6-0 193 So. ~ Cleveland 


Jack Mewhort 
0B 


Huber Heights 


Jacoby Boren 6-2 287. $0. Pickerington 


Braxton Miller 
OL 


8 
S 


Canton 


OL 
WR 
Ss 
Cc 
Ss 


Corey Brown 6-1 201 Sr. Monroeville, PA 


Steve Miller 
Kato Mitchell WR 


Cleveland 


Corey Brown WR 6-0 187 Sr. Upper Darby, PA 


J.T. Moore OL 


Youngstown 


Tommy Brown OL 6-4 310 So. Akron 


ix} 
a 


Najee Murray 


Steubenville 


Christian Bryant S 5-10 192. Sr Cleveland 


Kevin Niehoff 


Joe Burger LB 6-4 238 So. Cincinnati 


Andrew Norwell 


Cincinnati 


Cam Burrows CB 6-0 202 Fr. Trotwood 


David Perkins 


South Bend, IN 


Devonte Butler WR 5-7 170 Fr. Columbus 


Joshua Perry 


Lewis Center 


Chris Carter DL 6-4 341 So. Cleveland 


Tyvis Powell 


Bedford 


Craig Cataline FB 6-1 235) dr. Columbus 


19 


Levi Ratliff 


“West Portsmouth 


8/ 3/8) 8\a\ |") a) s)°) 8) 8/8) 2/8) 8) 8)5\/*|8\a\a 


Kyle Clinton K 61 216 Jr Dublin 


Armani Reeves 


West Roxbury, MA 


68 TaylorDecker OL 6-7 315 So. Vandalia 


42 


Luke Roberts 


Lancaster 


66 Kyle Dod OL 66 324 Fr. Cleveland 


Bradley Roby 


Kyle Dodson 
6-2 195 Jr 


Russell Doup s Mt. Vernon 


Ryan Ross 


Bri’onte Dunn RB 6-0 222 So. Canton 


Jake Russell 


Pat Elflein OL Pickerington 


Nik Sarac 


Upper Arlington 


s 
oL 
\B 
iB 
cB 
RB 
cB 
\B 
cB 
WR 

a: 
cB 
oL 


Tommy Schutt 
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Glen Ellyn, IL 


Craig Fada Columbus 


Ryan Shazier 


— 
ba 


Plantation, FL 


Chase Farris Elyria 


Devin Smith 


& 


Chris Fields Painesville 


Rod Smith 


1 “Ft Wayne, IN 


Rashad Frazier Middletown 


Noah Spence 


Harrisburg, PA 


“1B 63 241 Jt Richmond, VA 


| =| 2/8/98) 8/8) e/a) 8/8 


Curtis Grant 


Evan Spencer 


Vernon Hills, IL 


CBO O51 191 Jr Akron 


Tracy Sprinkle 


CB O58 183) Jr. Columbus 


Ben St. John 


‘Ron Tanner 


Columbus 


Peter Gwilym 199 So. 


Blake Thomas 


Cleveland 


JoelHale «OL. ~6-4 309 Jr. Greenwood, IN 


Michael Thomas 


Los Angeles, CA 


JordanHall =» RB 5-8 197. Sr. Jeannette, PA 


s 

TE 

WR 
Antonio Underwood OL 


Shaker Heights 


Marcus Hall OL 66 315 S. Cleveland 


Nick Vannett TE 


Westerville 


Bryce Hayne LS 6-4 220 So. Cumming, GA 


Adolphus Washington DL 6-3. 


g)e)s|e)*)2)s)s) |) e8) 5): 


~ Cincinnati 


Jeff Heuerman TE 6-6 250 Jr. Naples, FL 


Camren Williams LB 


6-1 


| 


West Roxbury, MA 


Devin Hill RB 5-10 226 So. Columbus 


Jamie Wood s 


6-1 


#)¢ 


Pickerington 


JohnHolman DL 6-2 264 J. — RiverdaleGA 


Long Avg/6 
72 105.9 
29 «97.0 
15 311 


GP Effic Cmp Att Int Pct Yards 

B. Miller 12 140.5 148 254 6 583 2039 

oe PASsaG K. Guiton 91273 13 23 1 565 139 

ra GP No. Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 

wn C. Brown 12 60 669 11.4 3: (38) 558 

RECEIVING D. Smith 12 30 618 206 BP 72) VoLS 

a J.Stonebumer 12 16 269 168 Ay 127 3224 

5 GP Att. Gain Loss Net Avg TD 

oO B. Miller 12. 227 «1524 «02531271 «45.6 13 

| ‘RUSHING C. Hyde 10 18 995 25 970 52 16 

= J. Hall 7 40 224 6 218 54 1 

oO Tackles: R. Shazier 115, C. Bryant 71, B. Roby 63 

za DEF. LEADERS Tackles for loss: R. Shazier 17, J. Simon 14.5, two tied with 4 


Sacks: J. Simon 9, R. Shazier 5, A. Washington 3 
Interceptions: T. Howard 4, B. Roby 2, C.J. Barnett 2, 0. Johnson 2 


NOTEBOOK 
ne of Ohio State’s big concerns: Finding new 
leadership, especially on defense. 

The Buckeyes said goodbye to some of their most 
influential leaders after last season in John Simon, 
Johnathan Hankins, Zach Boren, Dexter Larrimore 
and Etienne Sabino. 

Early candidates for players who have stepped up 
into leadership roles this year are quarterback 
Braxton Miller, left tackle Jack Mewhort, corner- 
back Bradley Roby and linebacker Ryan Shazier. 
However, the coaching staff is still waiting for further 
development from those players before they can 
come close to rivaling what the team had from 
a leadership standpoint a year ago. 

“We've got guys who are natural leaders, whether 
they're freshmen or they're seniors,” defensive coor- 
dinator Luke Fickell said. “Leadership is developed 
all the time, but it’s really how the people around 
them accept and handle and take it. | think that’s 
what we're trying to develop.” 

® Ohio State brought in the Dynavision D2 machine 
ona trial basis to help players, particularly ones at the 
skill positions, improve their hand-eye coordination. 

The Dynavision machine is a blackboard filled with 
dozens of small lights. When one randomly turns red, 
the player must react quickly by tapping the light. The 
minute-long trials count how many lights were 
tapped, and Ohio State strength and conditioning 
coach Mickey Marotti noted vast improvement in the 
team’s scores. 

“It’s training the eye muscles like you're training 
arm muscles or leg muscles,” Marotti said. 

“The object is to decrease reaction time from the 
time they see a light sensor to the time they hit it. The 
theory is, when you see a ball or what’s going on 
around them, they just speed up the reaction time.” 

¢ Ohio State’s starting offensive line wasn’t 
completely intact for its spring game, as both left 
tackle Jack Mewhort and center Corey Linsley, 
who was limited this spring by a foot injury, sat out 
for precautionary reasons. Add in the battle at right 
tackle between Taylor Decker and Chase Farris, 
and the Buckeyes have some chemistry to find 
during fall camp. 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“It was the longest, toughest practice that | saw 
in the spring. Their offense is an interesting con- 
cept. A spread attack, but they are trying to main- 
tain a physical spread attack, which not everybody 
can do. They’re still developing that. A lot of that is 
going to have to come from a toughness that prob- 
ably needs to come from the offensive line. 

“When you talk about Urban Meyer, you always 
talk about a spread offense. Yet with most spread 
teams, it’s hard to have great defenses. | think 
before Ohio State is where it wants to be it’s 
going to need a great defense. I’m not sure it had 
one last year. 

“How good they become on defense will prob- 
ably dictate how good of a team they'll become, 
and how good of a program they'll become.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Jack Mewhort A 
Photo By Joe Robbins sae 


® 


have one of the best linebackers in the 
Big Ten behind his defensive line in 
Ryan Shazier, a player who has shown 
a natural ability to find the football and 
make plays since his freshman season. 
In his first full year starting last 
season, Shazier was the second-leading 
tackler in the Big Ten with 115 stops, 
earning first-team all-conference hon- 
ors. Shazier, an All-American candidate, 
is open about his goal of winning the 
Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year 
award, an honor he felt he earned 


2010 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 38.8 
Rushing 220.1 
Passing 228.5 
Total 448.6 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 24.5 
Rushing 191.2 
Passing 127.0 
Total 318.2 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
14.3 
96.7 

165.5 
262.2 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


PER GAME 
21.0 
141.5 
182.0 
323.5 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
+15 41.15 4 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+5 + 0.38 
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2011 RANKINGS 


a year ago. 

Also starting at linebacker is junior 
Curtis Grant, a former five-star pros- 
pect who lost his starting spot three 
games into last season. Grant showed 
signs of immense growth during the 
offseason, but young linebackers 
Joshua Perry and Camren Williams 
will push him for time. 

Shazier isn’t the only star of this Ohio 
State defense, and perhaps cornerback 
Bradley Roby is the bigger-known name 
after emerging as one of the top defen- 
sive players in the country last year. 
Roby, now a redshirt junior, almost 
left for the NFL after last season but 
returned to chase a national champion- 
ship. This year, he said, will be his last. 

“I feel like I’m getting ready for the 
best year I’ve ever had,” said Roby, who 
added to his defensive prowess last 
season with a punt return for a touch- 
down. “I feel like this year is going to 
be amazing.” 

Filling out the back of Ohio State’s 
defense are safeties Christian Bryant 
and C.J. Barnett, both of whom are re- 
turning starters. The Buckeyes, however, 
typically run their nickel package, so 
Tyvis Powell, Devan Bogard and Corey 
“Pittsburgh” Brown are fighting for 
playing time at nickel back. 

“We lost a lot of good players after 
last season,” Shazier said, “but we 
should be just as good.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Ohio State had one of the top punters 
committed to its 2013 class in Johnny 
Townsend, but he changed his com- 
mitment at the last second and signed 
with Florida. That created quite the 
quandary for the Buckeyes because they 
were counting on Townsend to replace 
graduated punter Ben Buchanan. 

Now replacing Buchanan is place- 


2012 RANKINGS 


RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
81 Scoring 37.2 
27 Rushing 242.3 
Passing 181.5 
Total 423.8 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


243.5 
359.6 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


QB Braxton Miller 

He’s entering his third sea- 
son as the starting quarter- 
back, but he has yet to reach 
his immense potential, even 
after he threw for 15 touch- 
downs and rushed for 13 as a 
sophomore. ... Finished fifth in 
the voting for the Heisman 
Trophy and was named the 
Big Ten’s Offensive Player of the Year. ... Blessed with 
unmatched elusiveness and natural vision with the foot- 
ball in his hands, helping him rush for a team-high 
1,271 yards last season. 


EMERGING STAR 


DE Noah Spence 

After Ohio State said goodbye 
to menace pass-rusher John 
Simon, Spence is expected to 
terrorize opposing quarter- 
backs in his first year as a 
Starter. ... Came to Ohio State 
as a five-star recruit as part of 
the 2012 class, and played in 
all but one game for the 
Buckeyes as a freshman. ... Has natural pass-rushing 
ability, and uses vast quickness off the edge to penetrate 
the backfield. ... Posted three sacks in Ohio State's 
spring game. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Ezekiel Elliott 

The incoming true freshman |} "4 
left the St. Louis area to play 
for the Buckeyes despite the 
fact his father, Stacy Elliott, 
played for Missouri from 
1989-92. ... He’s a “do-it-all” 
running back who can catch 
passes out of the backfield 
and make defenders miss, as 
well as powering between the tackles. ... Elliott had 203 
rushes for 2,155 yards and 40 TDs as a high school 
senior, as well as 16 receptions for 383 yards and four 
receiving scores. 


RESULTS 
12-0, 8-0 


MIAMI (OH) 
UCF 
CALIFORNIA 
UAB 
at Michigan State 
NEBRASKA 


56-10 
31-16 
35-28 
29-15 
17-16 
63-38 
52-49 
29-22 
35-23 
52-22 
21-14 
26-21 


PURDUE (OT) 
at Penn State 
ILLINOIS 
at Wisconsin (OT) 
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Ww 
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Ww 
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Ww 
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Grant Ready to 
‘Man Up’ at LB 


s Curtis Grant watched the final nine games 

of Ohio State’s 12-0 season from the bench, 
the linebacker found himself fighting off uncom- 
fortable, yet familiar feelings he thought he had 
put in the permanent past. 

Grant, after losing the starting job he earned 
the previous spring, couldn’t help but wonder if 
Ohio State was still the perfect place he thought 
it was coming out of high school. 

He arrived at Ohio State as a five-star recruit 
with what appeared to already be an NFL body. 
Grant — and everyone else — thought he’d step 
in and contribute as a freshman. 

“Who wouldn't be discouraged?” defensive 
coordinator Luke Fickell said. “I don’t care 
what (recruiting services) rank you — who 
comes here that doesn’t have the idea that 
they’re going to be the next James Laurinaitis 
at linebacker?” 

Ask different coaches what kept the 6-3, 
241-pound linebacker from holding his spot, 
and you'll likely get different answers. The 
most common response, however, was that 
he lacked the necessary complete under- 
standing of the defense, thus making him 


; kicker Drew Basil, who was planning 
: to improve his 72.7 percent conver- 
: sion rate on field goals (8-for-11) in his 


: senior season. Basil, who hasn’t punted 


¥ Curtis Grant 
Photo by Aaron Josefczyk/icon SMI 


, mi. e 


slow to react. 
While home during winter break after the sea- : 
son, Grant reflected on why his college career : 


what he wanted for his future, and the lineback- : 
er still saw Ohio State. 

“Either you man up or get out,” Grant said. 
“It's pretty straightforward — | manned up.” 

That was big news for Ohio State, which could 
hardly afford to lose more depth at linebacker, E 
especially after saying goodbye to two of the po- : 
sition’s starters from last year in senior captains ; 
Zach Boren and Etienne Sabino. : 

Perhaps that was the reason Grant chose to : 
return. He saw the fastest way to the field would : 
be to return for his junior season with the Buck- ; 
eyes rather than transferring elsewhere, sitting ; 
out a season and starting over. : 

After spring practice, that looked to be the : 
right decision. Urban Meyer named him the : 
team’s starting middle linebacker after a pro- : 
ductive spring that was capped by a team-high : 
eight tackles and a sack in the spring game. 

Grant looked like the player most figured he'd ; 
be coming out of high school, and he created ; 
a defensive presence on the field to go along : 
with his already impressive physique. : 

“Now it seems like it just fell into place,” : 
Grant said. “Last year it just seemed rushed. 3 
| got complacent, but now it’s my time.” : 


: since high school, is backed up by wide 
: receiver Frank Epitropoulos. 


“He is very comfortable,” special teams 


? coordinator Kerry Coombs said. “We can 
? win with Drew Basil as the punter.” 


The Buckeyes are loaded with return 


: men for both punts and kickoffs, but 
? the leading candidates to assume 

? the duties are Bradley Roby — who 

: returned a punt for a touchdown last 
> season — Corey Brown, Jordan Hall 

? and Carlos Hyde. 


The Buckeyes play a manageable 


: nonconference schedule, with its 

? marquee matchup outside of Big Ten 

: action coming at Pac-12 foe California 
: on Sept. 14. That game, however, is 

: viewed more favorably than some non- 
? conference opponents OSU has had on 
: its schedule in the recent past, such as 
: Miami, USC and Texas. 


The Big Ten schedule, too, is kind to 


? Ohio State. The Buckeyes avoid two of 

: their traditionally tougher conference 

: opponents in Michigan State and Ne- 

: braska, and they face Wisconsin at home 


had veered so far off course. Then he pictured : in the conference-opener on Sept. 28. 


Per usual, the toughest game of the 


i season for Ohio State will be Michigan, 
: and this year’s game occurs in Ann 
: Arbor on Nov. 30. 


— Ari Wasserman 


Date Opponent 12 Record 
Aug. 31 BUFFALO 4-8 
Sept.7 SAN DIEGO STATE 9-4 
Sept. 14 at California 3-9 
Sept. 21 FLORIDA A&M 4-7 
Sept. 28 WISCONSIN 8-6 
Oct. 5 at Northwestern 10-3 
Oct. 19 IOWA 4-8 
Oct. 26 PENN STATE 8-4 
Nov. 2 at Purdue 6-7 
Nov. 16 at Illinois 2-10 
Nov. 23 INDIANA 4-8 
Nov. 30 at Michigan 8-5 
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aiTTANY Lions 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bill O’Brien 


AT A GLANCE 


2012: 
8-4 overall, 6-2 Big Ten (2nd, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Bill O’Brien — At Penn State and overall: 8-4, 
1 year 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
15; 7 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

RB Zach Zwinak, WR Allen Robinson, 

TE Kyle Carter, OG John Urschel, DE Deion 
Barnes, DT DaQuan Jones, LB Mike Hull, 
S Adrian Amos 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Led by Robinson, the offense has talented 
backs and wide receivers. Tight end might be 
the deepest position on the team. The offen- 
sive line returns three starters. Amos can play 
safety and corner in a secondary that is as 


experienced and deep as it’s been in a while. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

Whether touted freshman Christian 
Hackenberg or JC transfer Tyler Ferguson 
starts, neither quarterback has taken a 
Division | snap. On defense, Linebacker U. is 
unusually thin at their trademark position. The 
kicking game was inconsistent last season 
with both specialists returning. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Matt McGloin, C Matt Stankiewitch, 
DT Jordan Hill, LB Gerald Hodges, 

LB Michael Mauti 


OVERVIEW: 

Penn State has playmakers on offense, so 
much depends on how quickly Hackenberg or 
Ferguson master O'Brien’s playbook. The 
defense expects to be effective again. Winning 
eight games again and finishing second in the 
Leaders Division are realistic goals. 


PENN STATE 


NANI, 


For more coverage of the Nittany Lions, visit pennstate.rivals.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Butler 


STADIUM: Beaver Stadium: 107,282 


Penn State to be shaped by QB competition 


enn State coach Bill O’Brien said 
Pp: the Blue-White Game that he 

planned to meet with each of his 
players in the next few weeks. 

Three days later, O’Brien met with 
sophomore quarterback Steven Bench. 
That meeting resulted in Bench receiv- 
ing his waiver to transfer ... and the 
battle for the starting job was reduced 
to a two-horse race. 

Christian Hackenberg, a five-star 
recruit who enrolled in June, and 
Tyler Ferguson, one of the top junior 
college quarterbacks in the country 
last year, will compete for the job in 
preseason practice. 

“When training camp starts, we have 
to give Christian some reps and let him 
get in there and compete,” O’Brien said. 
“We'll see how that goes. We’re a long 
way off from that.” 

Much depends on the quarterback in 
O'Brien's offense, especially with seven 
starters returning. 

Ferguson enrolled in January and 
completed 9 of 15 passes for 90 yards 
and two touchdowns in the Blue-White 
Game, similar numbers to Bench’s. 
Ferguson seemed to have a stronger arm 
and more of a pocket presence. 

Ferguson transferred from The Col- 
lege of the Sequoias in California, 
where he put up 2,614 yards passing 
and 22 touchdowns in 10 games last 
year. Hackenberg was rated the No. 1 
quarterback in the nation by ESPN after 
he passed for 2,144 yards and 24 touch- 
downs last year at Fork Union Military 
Academy in Virginia. 

Ferguson or Hackenberg will succeed 
Matt McGloin, who began his Penn 
State career as a walk-on and left as the 
second-leading passer in school history. 

“I don’t think it’s easy for any of the 
quarterbacks to pick up the offense,” 
O’Brien said. “It’s not the easiest offense 


to pick up. We have to do a fantastic 
job of teaching it well and of making 
sure our quarterbacks understand the 
emphasis of each play and the concept 
of what we want done.” 

The starter will have experienced and 
talented backs, receivers and linemen 
around him. Wide receiver Allen Robin- 
son, tight end Kyle Carter, running back 
Zach Zwinak and guard John Urschel 
are among the best at their positions in 
the Big Ten. 

O’Brien made it clear Hackenberg 
will get a shot to win the job in Au- 
gust camp, even before Bench decided 
to transfer. 

“Unless they're injured, then you’re 
going to put them in the mix and let 
them compete,” O’Brien said of the in- 
coming freshmen, “You're going to play 
the best players.” 


OFFENSE 


O'Brien didn’t wait long to name 
Matt McGloin the starting quarterback 
last year, making the announcement 
in June. 

That’s not likely to happen this year. 
Highly touted freshman Christian Hack- 
enberg doesn’t arrive on campus until 
June. He’ll compete with junior college 
transfer Tyler Ferguson for the starting 
job in August. 

The starter has big shoes to fill after 
McGloin passed for 3,266 yards and 24 
touchdowns with five interceptions. 
Hackenberg or Ferguson also will have 
plenty of weapons at his disposal, start- 
ing with Allen Robinson, the Big Ten 
Receiver of the Year in 2012. 

Robinson enjoyed a breakout season, 
setting a school record with 77 catches 
for 1,013 yards and 11 touchdowns. He 
dedicated himself in the weight room 
in the offseason and added about 10 
pounds of muscle to his upper body. 
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“Allen is one of the most complete 
receivers in the Big Ten,” safety Stephen 
Obeng-Agyapong said. “He was the 
same dominating force in the spring 
that he was last season.” 

Brandon Moseby-Felder also returns 
at wide receiver and might be joined by 
redshirt freshman Eugene Lewis, who 
was a star on the scout team last season, 
according to his coaches and teammates. 

The tight end position is the deep- 
est one on the team. Kyle Carter was 
second on the Nittany Lions with 36 
catches and was named a Freshman All- 
American, even though he missed three 
of the final four games with injuries. 

Jesse James and Matt Lehman also 
saw extensive action last year, and 
they’ll be joined by Brent Wilkerson 
and five-star freshman Adam Breneman, 
who enrolled in January. 

“We definitely have an embarrass- 
ment of riches at tight end,” Carter 
said. “They’re definitely expanding it 


i 


. o 
Adrian Amos 
Photo by Rich Barnes-USA TODAY Sports , 


(the offense) for us. They're getting 
more of us on the field and getting us 
into different positions.” 

The backfield also has depth. Zach 
Zwinak, a bruising runner who came out 
of nowhere to rush for 1,000 yards, will 
be backed up by junior Bill Belton, the 
starter in the opener last year, and prom- 
ising redshirt freshman Akeel Lynch. 

“We have another great group of 
guys,” Zwinak said. “We'll continue to 
get better. I don’t know what this year is 
going to bring, but we have great guys 
back there.” 

Up front, the Lions return three start- 
ers: guards John Urschel and Miles Dief- 
fenbach and left tackle Donovan Smith. 
They’ll most likely be joined by center 
Ty Howle and right tackle Adam Gress. 

“We're really trying to add some things 
to the offense and improve on what we 
did last fall,” Urschel said. “We have a 
solid front five who have played a lot of 
football and know what they’re doing.” 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


DEFENSE 


When John Butler was named to suc- 
ceed Ted Roof as defensive coordinator 
in January, he didn’t promise to make 
radical changes. 

Penn State held six opponents to 
fewer than 20 points and finished 
second in the Big Ten in points allowed 
and fourth in total yards allowed. 

Butler, though, would like to see the 
Nittany Lions become more aggressive. 

“You have to create some confusion 
with your opponent,” Butler said. “We’re 
not going to sit back on our heels in one 
front or one coverage and let the offense 
dictate to us how we're going to play 
them. Aggressive doesn’t mean we're go- 
ing to blitz on every snap. 

“We're going to move players around 
so that they can’t scheme to block them 
the same way every time.” 

Butler, who was on O’Brien’s staff 
last year as the secondary coach, has 
to replace three NFL Draft picks — 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Christian Hackenberg Fr. Five-star recruit will get his chance right away. Tyler Ferguson, So. 
RB Zach Zwinak* Jr. Coming off an unlikely 1,000-yard season. Bill Belton, Jr. 

WR Allen Robinson* Jr. Big Ten’s top receiver looks for big encore. Eugene Lewis, Fr. 
WR Brandon Moseby-Felder* Sr. Broke out with 31 catches in 2012. Matt Zanellato, So. 
TE Kyle Carter So. Huge talent; was a Freshman All-American last year. Matt Lehman, Sr. 
TE Jesse James* So. Five of his 15 catches last season went for TDs. Adam Breneman, Fr. 
LT Donovan Smith* So. Needs consistency to become an elite player. Eric Shrive, Sr. 

LG Miles Dieffenbach* Jr. Adjusted nicely to guard last year. Angelo Mangiro, So. 
C Ty Howle Sr. Teammates praise him for his work ethic. Wendy Laurent, Fr. 
RG John Urschel* Sr. One of the top scholar-athletes in nation. Anthony Alosi, So. 
RT Adam Gress Sr. __ Has added 31 pounds in the past two years. Garry Gilliam, Sr. 
PK Sam Ficken* Jr. Made final 10 FG attempts after struggles. Kevin DiSanto, Jr. 
*Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 

DE Deion Barnes* So. Freshman All-American last year with 10 TFLs. Anthony Zettel, So. 

DT —_ DaQuan Jones* Sr.__ Seeking to. increase his impact plays. Kyle Baublitz, Jr. 

DT _ Austin Johnson Fr. Received rave reviews in the spring. Nate Cadogan, Sr. 

DE C.J. Olaniyan Jt. Might rotate with two other players at this spot. Brad Bars, Jr. 

LB Mike Hull Jr. Has. a knack for making big plays. Charles Idemudia, Fr. 

LB Glenn Carson* Sr. His 24 starts are the most on team. Gary Wooten, Fr. 

LB Nyeem Wartman Fr. _ Electric player who is coming off an injury. Ben Kline, So. 

CB _Da’Quan Davis So. Saw significant time last year. Jordan Smith, Fr. 

CB. Jordan Lucas So. Made huge strides in the spring. Trevor Williams, So. 

$ Adrian Amos* Jr. Team's best DB moves from cornerback. Stephen Obeng-Aayapong, Sr.* 
$ Malcolm Willis* Sr. Seeking to create more turnovers. Jesse Della Valle, Jr. 

P Alex Butterworth” Sr. Struggled, but had 19 punts inside 20 last year. Reynolds Parthemore, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 
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© christian Brandon Bell Richy Anderson 
GU) Hackenberg Lacking game-ready Penn State has plenty 
CC With quarterback depth at linebacker, of talent at wideout, 
LLI Steven Bench decid- hopes are high for but Anderson’s con- 
=> ing to transfer after Bell upon his arrival tributions this spring 
© _ the spring practice at Penn State. Simply, were an early indica- 
€) _ session, Hackenberg they'll need him to : tor that he could find 
= will only have to beat perform, whether he’s : himself playing by 
out Tyler Ferguson ready or not. September. 
LU to win the starting job : 
= in the preseason. Bill : 
CQ O'Brien's complicated : 
offensive system 
could be a major 
hurdle though. 


Pos Ht Wt Hometown 


Richy Anderson RB 5-11 171 OOO Frederick, MD 

Ranked by Rivals.com as the No. 19 all-purpose back in the country... Has the versatil- 
ity to play multiple positions... Started Penn State career already as January-enrollee.... 
Impressed in spring drills at slot receiver... Finished senior season with 666 yards and 
six TDs on 136 carries... Caught 24 passes for 341 yards and four touchdowns. 


Stars 


Brandon Bell 1B G1 ooo Mays Landing, NJ Oakerest 
Rated by Rivals.com as No. 42-overall inside linebacker... Earned All-Group 4 first team 
honors and All-South Jersey second-team selection... Had 99 tackles, 12.5 TFL, two 
fumble recoveries, a forced fumble, an interception and a sack as a senior at Oakcrest. 


Adam Breneman TE 64 20 OOO0 — Camphill, PA Cedar Cliff 
Ranked as the No. 78-overall player by Rivals.com in the Class of 2013... Sat out senior 
season at Cedar Cliff with torn anterior cruciate ligament... Finished as No. 3-ranked 
tight end and No. 4-rated prospect in Pennsylvania in final Rivals.com rankings. 


Curtis Cothran DE 65 25 O00 Newtown, PA Council Rock North 
Ranked by Rivals.com as No. 21 weakside defensive end and No. 11-ranked prospect 
in Pennsylvania... Named a No. 3 top sleeper of 2013 class by Rivals.com... Named 
a Pennsylvania Class AAAA first team all-state selection. 


Parker Cothren DE 65 25 OOG Hazel Green, AL Hazel Green 
Earned three-star ranking by Rivals.com as a strongside defensive end... Has potential 
to play at every position on defensive line... Finished with 22 tackles and a forced 
fumble in senior season... Earned first team all-state honors in Alabama. 


Tyler Ferguson QB 63 199 OO Visalia, CA College of the Sequoias 
Rated as a two-star quarterback by Rivals.com... Threw for 2,614 yards, 22 touchdowns 
and 12 interceptions at College of the Sequoias last season... Led Ridgeview to 6-0 
record with 1,211 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior before breaking his collarbone. 


Kasey Gaines _ DB 5-10 160 OO Loganville, GA Grayson 
Rated as a two-star cornerback by Rivals.com... Will begin career at Penn State at 
corner... Chose Penn State over offers from Harvard, Miami (OH) and VMI. 


Christian Hackenbery QB 6-4 212 ©O OOO ForkUnion,VA — Fork Union Military Academy 
Rated the No. 2 pro-style quarterback for the Class of 2013 by Rivals.com... Ranked 
as the No. 24-overall player in the country and No. 3 player in Virginia... Expected to 
compete for starting job upon arrival at Penn State in June... Starting quarterback at 
Under Armour Bowl... Completed 156 of 291 passes for 2,144 yards and 24 touch- 
downs with just nine interceptions his senior season. 


THE SLEEPER 


Committments 7 

Average Stars 3.00 

GoO6600 | 

OOOO ; 

GOOoooSo = 

OoOooos : 

§ Total Stars 51 

Tyler Ferguson National Rank: 43 Big Ten: 6 
Quarterback Tyler 


Ferguson was rated 
as a two-star pros- 
pect by Rivals.com, 
but in just a few 
weeks on campus, 
was able to beat out 
Bench through the 
course of spring 
practice. Jake Waters 
was the guy the 
Nittany Lions really 
wanted, but Ferguson 
could end up being 
the one that starts 
this season, anyway. 


2014 NEEDS: Versatility is the name 


of the game for Penn State as it moves forward 
through three more years of NCAA sanctions. With 
that in mind, the Nittany Lions are recruiting skill posi- 
tion players that could appear on both sides of the ball 
heavily. Due to sanctions, though, only a dozen or so 
scholarships will be available for a class that has to hit 
the mark in nearly every category. 


— Nate Bauer, Blue/Whitelllustrated.com/Rivals.comTyker 


Pos Ht Wi = Stars Hometown 


DaeSean Hamilton ATH 60 18 O00 Stafford, VA 

Ranked by Rivals.com as the No. 42 athlete in the country for the Class of 2013 and 
the No. 15-overall prospect in Virginia... Expected to begin Penn State career at wide 
receiver... Finished four-year career at Mountain View with 190 receptions for more 
than 2,800 yards... Reported 4.1 GPA student. 


Tanner Hartman O 64 247 O86 Lynchburg, VA —_Liberty Christian Academy 
Rated as a two-star offensive tackle by Rivals.com... Named a first team all-state selec- 
tion in Virginia... Committed to Maryland originally. 


Zayd Issah AM 63 210 OOO Harrisburg, PA Central Dauphin 
Ranked by Rivals.com as No. 22-overall athlete in Pennysivania for Class of 2013... 
Rated as a three-star prospect... Will defer at least a semester after off-field troubles 
in the spring... Finished with 1,345 rushing yards and 21 touchdowns as a senior at 
Central Dauphin... Had 123 tackles and 13.5 TFLs. 


Brendan Mahon OL 65 3155 GOOO — Randolph, NJ Randolph 
Ranked by Rivals.com as No. 3 offensive guard in the country... Rated a four-star 
prospect, finished as No. 58-overall recruit in Class of 2013 and No. 2-ranked player in 
New Jersey... Chose Penn State over offers from Michigan, Florida, and Miami, among 
others... Projected to start Penn State career at guard. 


Andrew Nelson OL 65 25 O90 Hershey, PA Hershey 
Rated by Rivals.com as three-star offensive tackle... No. 21-ranked recruit in 
Pennsylvania and No. 69 at position... Cited by head coach Bill O’Brien as ‘heckuva’ 
player with high expectations at Penn State. 


Neiko Robinson DB 60 173 OOO Bratt, FL Northview 
Ranked by Rivals.com as No. 54-overall safety in Class of 2013... Rated as three-star pros- 
pect... Suspended four games as senior, but finished with 95 tackles, seven interceptions and 
two TFLs in final 10 games... Helped lead Northview to FHSAA Class 1A championship. 


Garrett Sickels Red Bank Regional 


DE 6-4 245 GOOSC Little Silver, NJ 
Ranked by Rivals.com as No. 4-overall weakside defensive end in Class of 2013... 
Considered a four-star prospect, ranked No. 101 nationally and No. 4 in New Jersey. 


Anthony Smith DB 60 134 OO Wayne, PA Valley Forge Military Academy 
Rated by Rivals.com as a two-star comerback... Spent year at prep school before enrolling at 
Penn State in January... Started career as second-team cornerback with the Nittany Lions. 


Jordan Smith DB 5-11 178 oO© Washington, DC H. D, Woodson 
Rated as two-star cornerback by Rivals.com... Enrolled early at Penn State, starting 
career as a second-team cornerback... Missed 2012 season after being ruled ineligible 
by District of Columbia Interscholastic Athletic Association after transfer to H.D. 
Woodson in February of 2012. 
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NITTANY LIONS SPRING ROSTER 


Anthony Alosi 


Hometown 


Marlton, NJ 


Adrian Amos 


Baltimore, MD 


No. Name 


Wendy Laurent 


Matt Lehman 


Richy Anderson 


Frederick, MD 


Garrett Lerner 


Deshawn Baker 


Mathew Baney 


Philadelphia 


Eugene Lewis 


Wilkes-Barre 


State College 


Jordan Lucas 


New Rochelle, NY 


Deion Barnes 


Philadelphia 


Tyler Lucas 


Bellefonte 


Nashville, TN 


Akeel Lynch 


Toronto, Ontario 


Kyle Baublitz 


York 


Angelo Mangiro 


Roxbury, NJ 


Sicklerville, NJ 


Kyle McNeil 


Elizabethtown 


Steven Bench 


Bainbridge, GA 


Jesse Merise 


Hillside, NJ 


Kevin Blanchard 


Katy, TX 


Titus Morris 


Pittsburgh 


Drew Boyce 


Olathe, KS 


Brandon Moseby-Felder WR 


r. Fort Washington, MD 


Adam Breneman 


Mechanicsburg 


Carl Nassib DE 


West Chester 


Alex Butterworth 


Indianapolis, IN 


Nate Cadogan 


Portsmouth, OH 


Stephen Odeng-Agyepong S 


Bronx, NY 


C.J. Olaniyan DE 


Warren, Mi 


Glenn Carson 


Manahawkin, NJ 


Reynolds Parthemore P 


New Cumberland 


Kyle Carter 


Bear, DE 


Devin Pryor 


San Bernardino, CA 
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Adam Cole 


Belle Vernon 


T.J. Rhattigan 


Naperville, IL 


= 
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DJ. Crook 


West Barnstable, MA 


Allen Robinson 


Southfield, MI 


Bryan Davie 


Bowie, MD 


Dominic Salomone 


Dillsburg 


Da’Quan Davis 


Baltimore, MD 


Evan Schwan 


Harrisburg 


Miles Dieffenbach 


Jesse Della Valle 


Pittsburgh 


Ryan Seibolt 


Westlake, OH 


Pittsburgh 


Eric Shrive 


West Scranton 


Kevin DiSanto 


State College 


Eli Skinner 


Salladasburg 


B/S |B |B |? |B 


Derek Dowrey 


Winchester, VA 


Anthony Smith 


Dover, NJ 
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Jared Fagnano 


Williamsport 


Brent Smith 


Hughesville 


Tyler Ferguson 


Bakersfield, CA 


Donovan Smith 


Owings Mills, MD 


Sam Ficken 


Valparaiso, IN 


Jordan Smith 


Washington, DC 


Brian Gaia 


Pasadena, MD 


Tyrone Smith 


Pittsburgh 


Garry Gilliam 


Carlisle 


Malik Golden 
Adam Gress 


B |? | [8 |S [7 | 


Hartford, CT 


Anthony Stanko 


Warren, OH 


Deron Thompson 


Lititz 


West Mifflin 


John Urschel 


Williamsville, NY 
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Jack Haffner 


State College 


Jonathan Warmer 


Camas, WA 


Albert Hall 


Warwick, NY 


Nyeem Wartman 


Philadelphia 


Bryant Harper 


McKeesport 


Austin Whipple 


Wexford 


Colin Harrop 


Sinking Spring _ 


Brent Wilkerson 


Clinton, MD 


Ty Howle 


Wake Forest, NC 


Trevor Williams 


Baltimore, MD 


Mike Hull 


Canonsburg 
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Charles Idemudia 


Grosse Pointe, MI 


Malcolm Willis 


Marbury, MD 


Bryce Wilson 


Camp Hill 


Jesse James 


Glassport 


Gary Wooten 


Miami, FL 


Austin Johnson 


Galloway, NJ 


Tyler Yazujian 


Royersford 


DaQuan Jones 
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Johnson City, NY 


Matt Zanellato 


Burke, VA 


Ayan Keiser 


Selinsgrove 


Pat Zerbe 


West Lawn 


Alex Kenney 


State College 


Anthony Zettel 


West Branch, MI 


Jake Kiley 


Plymouth, NH 


Jonathan Zuk 


Wilmington, DE 


Ben Kline 
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GP 
M. McGloin 12 
S. Bench 2 

6P 
A. Robinson 12 
K. Carter 9 
B. Moseby-Felder 12 

GP 
Z. Zwinak 12 
M. Zordich 12 
B. Belton 8 


Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
446 5 605 3266 24 53 272.2 
8 0 25.0 12 0 7 60 
Avg TD Long Avg/G 
132 = «11 53 84.4 
12.6 2 HS 503 
144 1 42 36.4 
loss Net Avg TD Long Avg/E 
7 1000 49 6 50 833 
7 301 38 4 (& 2A 
5 263 44 3 23 329 


Tackles: G. Hodges 109, M. Mauti 95, G. Carson 85 


Tackles for loss: D. Barnes 10, S. Stanley 9.5, Hill 8.5, Hodges 8.5 


Sacks: D. Barnes 6, J. Hill 4.5, Hull 4, Stanley 4, Zettel 4 
Interceptions: M. Mauti 3, G. Hodges 2, A. Amos 2 


NOTEBOOK 


Rinne back Zach Zwinak said he understood 
why Penn State coach Bill O’Brien limited con- 
tact during spring practice, but that didn't mean he 
liked it. 

“It’s hard because a lot of us play football because 
we love to hit,” Zwinak said. “Not being able to hit 
sometimes is hard because you miss it.” 

The 6-1, 234-pound Zwinak burst on the scene 
last season and finished with 1,000 rushing yards, 
many of them coming after contact. 

O'Brien, however, allowed tackling only once a 
week because he wanted to keep players healthy. 
Because of the severe scholarship limitations that are 
part of the NCAA sanctions, the Nittany Lions had 
about 70 players on scholarship, compared to 85 for 
non-sanctioned teams. 

The depth is thin at some positions, such as linebacker. 

“If we're going on a Saturday, we'll tackle on 
Saturday,” O’Brien said. “If we're not going on a 
Saturday, then we'll tackle on Friday. We don’t tackle 
during the week. ... Aug. 31 (for the opener against 
Syracuse) is when we need to tackle and have our 
best players ready to go.” 

¢ Penn State guard John Urschel is an outstanding 
student in mathematics. He eamed his bachelor’s degree 
in three years and his master’s degree in the spring. 

As part of his graduate degree requirements, Urschel 
taught an undergraduate math course in the spring. He 
was asked if he preferred learning and teaching math 
over practicing football. He voted for football. 

“| really, really enjoy going out there and hitting 
the defense,” Urschel said. “That's very enjoyable. 
You're only young once and I'm blessed to be able 
to do that.” 

¢ O'Brien said that he planned to pursue playing 
a game in Ireland in 2014 or 2015. 

A game in Ireland would help fill the void created 
by the four-year bowl ban levied by the NCAA in the 
wake of the Jerry Sandusky scandal. 

“| think it’s fun to talk about,” O’Brien said. “We're 
definitely exploring it and being aggressive about it.” 

O'Brien said Penn State’s plans were on hold 
until the Big Ten announced its football schedule for 
2014-15 in late spring or summer. 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 

¢ On the 2013 season: “! think Penn State is 
the team that will look the most different in the fall. 
They're going to solve the quarterback situation in 
the fall. Plus, being challenged with probation and 
the numbers, the incoming scholarship players and 
those from what they call their run-on program are 
going to contribute to the depth more than most 
incoming groups. 

“Between settling on the quarterback, from 
spring to fall, and with the contribution to the depth 
that the incoming freshmen will have, this team 
will look more different than the other 11 teams in 
the league from the spring. 

“| think it will be hard to maintain the same kind 
of momentum they built up from last year.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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Deion Barnes 
\ Photo by Scott Boehm 


defensive tackle Jordan Hill and line- 
backers Gerald Hodges and Michael 
Mauti — and three other starters. 

On the line, Big Ten Freshman of 
the Year Deion Barnes returns at end 
and DaQuan Jones at tackle. Austin 
Johnson, who received rave reviews in 
the spring, is the top candidate at Hill’s 
vacant spot and C.J, Olaniyan leads 
a tight race at the other end. 

“Deion’s improved a lot,” Jones said 
of Barnes. “He has really gotten into 
shape and has gotten a lot faster.” 

With the departure of Hodges and 


2010 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 24.5 
Rushing 142.5 
Passing 229.7 
Total 372.2 


PER GAME 
19.3 
165.4 
177.0 
342.4 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
23.7 
165.6 
181.2 
346.9 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


PER GAME 
16.8 
133.3 
190.6 
323.9 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
-4 - 0.31 +1 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+ 0.08 
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2011 RANKINGS 


Mauti, Glenn Carson is the only return- 
ing starting linebacker. He’ll be flanked 
by Mike Hull, who has a knack for 
making big plays, and redshirt freshman 
Nyeem Wartman. Ben Kline, who missed 
most of spring practice with a shoulder 
injury, was the only other scholarship 
‘backer on the roster in the spring. 

“That’s something I think about 24- 
7,” O'Brien said about the thin position. 
“We certainly have to do a good job to 
make sure that Carson, Hull and Wart- 
man are as healthy as they possibly can 
be going into the opener. There aren’t 
a lot of guys there.” 

The secondary was in the same 
predicament last season, but not this 
season. Adrian Amos, Malcolm Willis 
and Stephen Obeng-Agyapong return 
as starters, and they'll be joined often 
in the nickel package by cornerbacks 
Jordan Lucas and Da’Quan Davis. Amos 
is switching from corner to safety. 

Because of how thin the secondary 
was in 2012, Butler couldn’t use five 
defensive backs at the same time until 
late in the season. He worked on having 
five and six defensive backs on the field 
in the spring. 

“We're able to do some different 
things this year because we have more 
numbers,” Willis said. “It allows us 
to match up with teams that run the 
spread. The numbers that we had last 
year didn’t allow us to do that. It’s been 
great learning those things.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Sam Ficken returns at kicker and 
Alex Butterworth as the punter after 
both had inconsistent seasons in 2012. 

Ficken, who became the regular kicker 
after Anthony Fera transferred to Texas, 
made 14 of 21 field-goal attempts. He 
missed seven of his first 11 tries, includ- 
ing four in a loss at Virginia, before 


2012 RANKINGS 


RANK 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 

Scoring 

Rushing 

Passing i 

Total 353.4 

RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
49 +9 +0.75 22 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


WR Allen Robinson 

Junior was named Big Ten 
Receiver of the Year in 2012. 
... Voted to All-Big Ten first 
team by coaches and media. 
.. Set school record with 77 
receptions. ... His 11 touch- 
down catches last season tied 
for second in school history 
and his 1,013 receiving yards 
rank third. ... Made 10 catches for 197 yards, three 
touchdowns against Indiana. ... Has soft hands and 
a 38-inch vertical jump. 


EMERGING STAR 
TE Kyle Carter 


Sophomore tight end was 
voted to first-team All-Big Ten 
by media. ... Named to several 
Freshman All-America teams. 
.. Ranked second on team 
with 36 catches for 453 yards. 
... Creates difficult matchup 
problem for defenses with his 
size, speed. ... Made six catch- 
es each against lowa and Ohio State. ... Missed three of 
last four games because of injuries. 


TOP NEWCOMER 
QB Christian Hackenberg 


Five-star quarterback who 
played at Fork Union (Va.) 
Military Academy. ... Passed for 


with nine interceptions last year. 
.». Will compete with junior col- 
lege transfer Tyler Ferguson for 
starting job. ... ESPN rated him 
No. 1 quarterback in nation. ... 
Rivals and Scout rated him No. 2 pro-style quarterback. ... 
Chose Penn State over Alabama, Florida, Miami (Fla.), South 
Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia. 


RESULTS 
8-4, 6-2 
OHIO 

at Virginia 
NAVY 

TEMPLE 

at Illinois 

NORTHWESTERN 


14-24 
16-17 

34-7 
24-13 

35-7 
39-28 
38-14 
23-35 

34-9 
23-32 
45-22 
24-21 


OHIO STATE 
at Purdue 
at Nebraska 
INDIANA 
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Aiming for Repeat Success 
With ‘Double’ Attention 


hen Bill O’Brien was hired in January 2012 

to succeed longtime Penn State coach Joe 

Paterno, Allen Robinson didn’t know much about 

O’Brien, except that he was the offensive coordi- 

nator with the high-scoring New England Patriots. 

“| did get excited when he was hired because 

of the success that the Patriots offense had,” 

Robinson said. “As a receiver, you always want 

to be in a passing offense. That's something 
| knew he would bring here.” 

Robinson benefited greatly from the arrival 
of O’Brien and his pro-style offense, setting a 
school record with 77 catches for 1,013 yards 
and 11 touchdowns last year. Only longtime pro 
Bobby Engram had more touchdown catches in 
a season at Penn State. 

Robinson was named to the All-Big Ten first 
team and was selected the Big Ten Receiver of 
the Year. 

“My goals were 60 catches, 800 yards and 
seven touchdowns,” he said, “so the season was 
definitely a shock. It was eye-opening to me.” 

With Robinson, the Nittany Lions finished sec- 
ond in the conference in passing yards and touch- 
down passes. What does he do for an encore? 
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: ing a reliable kick and punt returner, 

: although he doesn’t have great speed. 
: The Lions ranked near the bottom of 
: the Big Ten in kickoff returns (last), 

: punt returns (ninth), kickoff coverage 
‘ (10th) and net punting (10th). 


Allen Robinson 
Photo by AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar 


“I'm just trying to do what | did last year and : 


make plays | didn’t make,” he said. “I left a lot of 


more big catches.” 
Robinson said he expects to receive more 


Moseby-Felder and Eugene Lewis. 


“I'm prepared for that,” he said. “I can’t : 
press too much. If I'm getting double-teamed : 
| know other guys will be open. | have confi- : 


dence in them.” 


Robinson is stronger after adding some mus- : 
cle to his upper body. He’s also one of the five : 
fastest players on the team and has a 38-inch : 


vertical leap. 


He’ll have to adjust to a new quarterback, : 
junior college transfer Tyler Ferguson or highly : 
touted freshman Christian Hackenberg. He said : 
that he developed a close relationship last year : 
with quarterback Matt McGloin, who passed fora : 
school-record 3,266 yards and 24 touchdowns. : 

“We'd throw for a long time in the summer : 
and built a great chemistry,” Robinson said. “It : 
won't be too hard adjusting. They're young and : 
have a lot going through their heads. | want to be : 
there for them so they get everything and know : 


what they’re doing.” 


rebounding to make his final 10, includ- 
ing the game-winner against Wisconsin. 
Butterworth averaged just 37.4 yards 
per punt. 
Jesse Della Valle returns after becom- 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Penn State will face eight teams that 


? made bowl appearances in 2012, start- 
: ing with the season-opener against Syra- 
? cuse at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey. 


The Nittany Lions play Eastern Michi- 


: gan, Central Florida and Kent State at 
: Beaver Stadium in successive weeks to 
: complete their non-conference schedule. 


Penn State opens Big Ten play on the 


: road for the fourth straight season, this 
: year against Indiana, but the Lions do 
: not have consecutive away games. 


They have crossover games against 


; Michigan and Nebraska at home and 

: East Division games against Ohio State 
: and Wisconsin on the road. They also 
: have two byes, one before the confer- 


: ence opener and one between their 


big plays out there. I’d like to catch more 50-50 ; games against the Wolverines and the 


balls. | made some catches on them last year. : Buckeyes. 


| could have changed more games with a couple : 


Penn State’s most difficult back-to- 


: back games come in late November: 
: Nebraska at home and Wisconsin on 
attention from defenses this season, which will : 
open room for teammates such as Brandon : 


the road. 
— Rich Scarcella 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 12 Record 
Aug. 31 vs. Syracuse (E. Rutherford, NJ) 8-5 
Sept.7 EASTERN MICHIGAN 2-10 
Sept. 14 UCF 10-4 
Sept. 21 KENT STATE 11-3 
Oct.5 at Indiana 4-8 
Oct. 12 MICHIGAN 8-5 
Oct. 26 at Ohio State 12-0 
Nov. 2 ILLINOIS 2-10 
Nov. 9 at Minnesota 6-7 
Nov. 16 PURDUE 6-7 
Nov. 23 NEBRASKA 10-4 
Nov. 30 at Wisconsin 8-6 
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MIAMI (OHIO) | REDHAWKS 


MAC rank: 10 Record: 4-8 


MAC record: 3-5 (T-4th, East) 


“They have plenty of talent, but 

| don't know if they can overcome 
some big holes at key positions that 
might hurt them in the long run.” 

— Anonymous conference assistant coach 


REDHAWKS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Don Treadwell — At Miami and overall; 8-16, 2 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Klacik 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jay Peterson 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2010 
LAST BOWL: 2010, GoDaddy.com 
RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 6 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Austin Boucher, RB Jamire Westbrook, 
WR Nick Harwell, WR Dawan Scott, DT Austin Brown, 


DB Dayonne Nunley, PK Kaleb Patterson 
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PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Harwell and Scott form one of the better 
wide receiving tandems in the country, both in talent and produc- 
tion. Boucher looked solid in spring drills after basically not playing 
the last two years. Treadwell signed 15 defensive players to bolster 
the depth and athleticism after last year’s dreadful showing. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: On paper, Miami's offensive line has four 
returning starters and a wealth of experience, but it has struggled 
in recent years. That has to change in 2013. Boucher looked solid in 
the spring, but the RedHawks built thelr offense around Zac Dysert 


OFFENSE 


The RedHawks had a one-dimensional offense 
last season thanks to an overreliance on quarter- 
back Zac Dysert. The graduation of Dysert, the 
leading career passer in school history, leaves 
a crater-sized hole for an offense that averaged 
a scant 86.6 yards rushing per game in 2012. 

Senior Austin Boucher brings a wealth of big- 
game experience, mostly dating to the late stages 
of the 2010 season. Boucher led the RedHawks, in 
relief of an injured Dysert, to four straight victories 
in 2010, including a MAC Championship Game win 
over Northern Illinois. 

Boucher must shake off some rust after throwing 


just 23 passes in the past two seasons. If Boucher 
struggles, junior Drew Kummer and sophomore 
Austin Gearing are next in line. 

Tailbacks Jamire Westbrook and Spencer 
Treadwell must step up their production to balance 
the offense. Boucher will benefit from the return 
of wideouts Nick Harwell and Dawan Scott, who 
have combined for 301 catches, 4,441 yards and 
32 touchdowns in their careers. 

Harwell, who ranks second in school history in 
career catches and receiving yards, was suspended 
indefinitely in the spring following an arrest. 

Senior left tackle Josh Harvey is part of an expe- 
rienced line that returns four starters. 


DEFENSE 


The RedHawks didn’t show any improvement 
on the defensive side last year after making mass 
changes on the coaching front and in philosophy. 

The RedHawks are undergoing another overhaul, 
this year with an emphasis on stopping the run 
after the defense allowed 34.9 points and a whop- 
ping 241.1 rushing yards per game last season. They 
should receive a boost with defensive tackle Austin 
Brown slated to return after missing the final 
10 games in 2012. 

The front four is respectable, including ends Wes 
Williams and Mwanza Wamulumba. 

Senior linebacker Chris Wade is coming off a team- 
best 128-tackle season. Cornerback Dayonne Nunley, 
a first-team All-MAC selection last season, is recover- 
ing from knee surgery at the end of last season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Sophomore kicker Kaleb Patterson returns after 
a promising freshman season, when he nailed 15 of 
his 18 field goal attempts. The RedHawks, though, 
struggled in the other phases on special teams, 
from a dreadful kickoff and punt return units, 
to issues on their coverage teams. 

Zac Murphy ranked ninth in the conference with 
an average of 40.5 yards per punt last season. 


OVERVIEW 


Boucher’s past indicates that he won't be fazed 
replacing Dysert. The fate of the offense largely 
rests with a questionable running game and an 
offensive line that is experienced, but struggled 
opening up holes and protecting the quarterback in 
recent years. Harwell’s status is a concern. 

The RedHawks lost their final four games in 2012, 
and nearly lost to Akron early in the season. The first 
four games — at Marshall, at Kentucky, Cincinnati 
and at Illinois — pose problems for a suspect defense 
and could get the season off to a troubling start. 


TOP NEWCOMER | » 
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a RB/DB Heath Harding: He's an epuahens tun- 
ner with an ability to accelerate to another level. 
Harding put up video-game numbers at Dayton 
_ Christian High School, running for 5,124 career yards 
__ and scoring 102 touchdowns. Harding could provide 
an immediate upgrade to the return teams. 
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2013 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2012 RESULTS 2013 SCHEDULE 


2012 RANKINGS 


Stadium: Yager Stadium (24,286) 


OFFENSE 


16 
RB 


WR 
TE 
UT 
Lo 


Austin Boucher 
Jamire Westbrook 
Nick Harwell* 
Dawan Scott* 
David Frazier 
Steve Marck* 
Jeff Tanner 


DEFENSE 


DE 
uT 


LB 
LB 
cB 
cB 
ss 
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Wes Williams* 

Austin Brown 

Wesley Scott 

Mwanza Wamulumba* 


Dayonne Nunley* 
Chrishawn Dupuy 
Brison Burris* 
Marshall Taylor 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 4B 
P45 


* Returning 


Aug. 31 
Sept.7 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 28 
Oct.5 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 26 
Nov. 5 
Nov. 13 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 29 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


Kaleb Patterson* 
Zac Murphy* 
Starters in Bold 


By Bob Narang 
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at Marshall 
at Kentucky 
CINCINNATI 
at Illinois 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Massachusetts 


AKRON 
at Ohio 


BOWLING GREEN 
at Kent State 


at Ohio State 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Boise State 
UMASS 
at Akron 
at Cincinnati 
at Bowling Green 
OHIO 
at Buffalo 
KENT STATE 


at Central Michigan 
BALL STATE 


PER GAME 
23.3 
86.6 
298.7 
385.3 


PER GAME 
34.9 
241.1 

226.6 
467.7 


PER GAME 


BUFFALO 
at Ball State 


10-56 
30-14 
12-39 
27-16 
56-49 
14-52 
12-37 
23-20 
24-27 
32-48 
16-30 
24-31 


RANK 
90 
ne 
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For more coverage of the Boilermakers, visit purdue.rivals.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Shoop 


AT A GLANCE 


2012: 
6-7 overall, 3-5 Big Ten (4th, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Darrell Hazell — At Purdue: 1st year; 
overall: 16-10, 2 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
16; 5 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Rob Henry, RB Akeem Hunt, 

C Robert Kugler, DT Bruce Gaston, 
DE Ryan Russell, LB Will Lucas, 

CB Ricardo Allen, CB Frankie Williams 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Purdue’s talented and deep defensive tackle 
corps will have to carry the load throughout 
the season. Led by Allen and Williams, the 
secondary has an opportunity to reach 
another level. With Hazell’s desire to feature 
a physical running attack, Hunt could be 
that workhorse. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

There is a lack of experience at quarterback, 
even though Henry has some game experi- 
ence. He hasn't started a game since 2010 
and needs to improve his passing skills for 
the Boilermakers to be taken seriously. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Robert Marve, RB Akeem Shavers, 
C Rick Schmeig, DT Kawann Short, 
LB Robert Maci, CB Josh Johnson 


OVERVIEW: 

This isn’t as much a rebuilding job facing 
Hazell as re-shaping of the program after 
four seasons of inconsistent play and a lack 
of discipline. If Hazell fixes those areas, the 
Boilermakers could surprise and become 
bowl eligible for the third straight year. 
However, a challenging schedule awaits and 
the offense needs more playmakers to keep 
up with the best teams in the Big Ten. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Greg Hudson 


STADIUM: Ross-Ade: 62,500 


Hazell Bullish About Raising Purdue’s Bar — Quickly 


hen Darrell Hazell was 
introduced as Purdue’s new 
football coach in December, 


he quickly established the tone. 

“Only from the alliance of people 
working with and through each other 
are great things born,” he said. “It’s 
going to take all of us from the Purdue 
family to win a Big Ten championship 
as well as a Rose Bowl championship. 

“That's what it’s all about, and we’re 
going to do that the right way.” 

With those words, the former Kent 
State head coach — who resurrected 
a moribund Mid-American Conference 
program into its first bowl game in 
40 years in just two seasons — made 
his intentions clear what direction the 
Boilermakers are headed. 

Hazell inherits a program coming 
off back-to-back bowl appearances, 
but it’s a program that couldn’t find 
stable footing under former head 
coach Danny Hope. Purdue won big 
games under Hope, including two over 
Ohio State, but lost to lesser teams 
more frequently. 

Fans began to abandon Ross-Ade 
Stadium at the end of Hope’s tenure 
and three lopsided home losses last 
season all but forced athletic director 
Morgan Burke to make a change. 

Burke has invested heavily in Hazell 
and his coaching staff. The Big Ten 
dean of athletic directors is paying the 
48-year-old New Jersey native $2 mil- 
lion per season, more than doubling 
Hope’s annual compensation. His 
assistants are paid from a pool of 
$2.1 million, about $500,000 more 
than last season. 

“We've got to really make sure that 
the same investment we've put into 
the physical assets we put into human 


assets,” Burke said. “If we want to really 
activate this place and get Rose-Ade the 
way it’s been in the past, we’ve got to 
raise the level of our commitment to 
the program.” 

Hazell, who spent seven seasons at 
Ohio State under Jim Tressel, doesn’t 
believe the Boilermakers should be 
regulated to the middle of the Big 
Ten Conference. 

“Here’s a program that’s in the middle 
of the pack, but I want to be at the top 
of the pack pretty quickly,” Hazell said. 

“When I took the Kent State job, 
people looked at me like I was crazy. 
They said, ‘They haven’t won there in 
40 years. Why would you take that job 
coming from Ohio State?’ I bit my lip, 
and we went to work. That’s what we’re 
going to do here. We’re going to win 
championships here.” 


OFFENSE 


It’s Purdue, which means the quarter- 
back is the key figure. 

But the bigger question is what style 
Hazell’s first team will feature. Will it 
use Rob Henry, a spread-type quarter- 
back whose legs are stronger than his 
arm? Or go with a young drop-back 
quarterback in the mold of what the 
Boilermakers are known for producing? 

If it’s the latter, redshirt freshman 
Austin Appleby and freshman Danny 
Etling are the candidates. In fact, Etling 
bypassed the second semester of his 
high school senior year to enroll early. 
It worked, as the Terre Haute native left 
spring practice in a battle with Henry to 
earn the starting job. 

Henry started spring practice No. 1 
on the quarterback depth chart, only 
because of his experience. 

“We'll battle and make a decision 
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Ricardo Allen 


Photo by Scott Boehm 


about two weeks out before we open up 
with Cincinnati,” Hazell said. 

Whoever takes the opening snap, they'll 
do so with an inexperienced offense. 

Only five starters return from last 
year’s 6-7 team, including three of- 
fensive linemen. Also gone is O.J. Ross, 
the team’s leading returning receiver 
who was suspended shortly after Hazell 
arrived from Kent State. 

The loss of Ross leaves the Boilermak- 
ers searching for offensive weapons. 

Hazell plans to lean on a power run- 
ning attack, utilizing two tight ends 
and two running backs in most forma- 
tions. Akeem Hunt could benefit from 
this philosophy. 

Hunt has speed. He’s one of the fast- 
est players on the roster, evident by his 
ability to make big plays. Hunt pro- 
duced a 100-yard kickoff return at Ohio 
State last season, one of four scoring 


> { Raheem Mostert \yo 
! we A Photo by Joe Robbins fis 
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plays of 50-plus yards. 

“| think he’s a marquee guy in this 
league because he does have some bal- 
ance,” Hazell said. “The key for him is 
to get stronger and continue to learn 
the game. Where he is right now, 

I think he’s going to be pretty special.” 
Robert Kugler anchors the line and 
will move to center from guard, where 
he started the final six games in 2012. 

There’s experience at the tackle spots 
with Kevin Pamphile and Justin Kitch- 
ens, but a group of redshirt freshmen 
might be in position to challenge for 
starting spots. 

Gary Bush and Dolapo Macarthy 
are the only receivers with experience, 
and they will need to create big plays 
in the passing game. Help should 
come from junior Raheem Mostert, 
redshirt freshman B.J. Knauf and 
sophomore Danny Anthrop. 


DEFENSE 


Greg Hudson witnessed an eager 
Purdue defense during spring practice. 

The first-year defensive coordinator 
also saw plenty of fixable things as the 
Boilermakers look ahead to 2013. 

“T saw a group of guys who are de- 
termined and excited and willing to do 
most of the things we asked them at a 
higher rate of speed, both learning and 
playing,” Hudson said. 

“I also saw some holes and things we 
need to fix and shore up to make sure 
we're on the same page. Saw some guys 
that have a chance to really improve 
if they do what we ask, and saw some 
guys that need to improve.” 

For the defense to be successful, its 
best players must perform at a high level. 
“We've got some guys who are sup- 

posed to be the ‘A’ players, and ‘A’ 
players have to get A’s and play A-level 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 

QB Rob Henry Sr. Missed 2011 because of a knee injury. 

RB Akeem Hunt Jr. Big-play potential but has to gain tough yards. 
WR Gary Bush* Sr. Team's top returning receiver with 41 catches. 
WR _ Dolapo Macarthy So. Caught 28 passes in limited action last year. 
WR Raheem Mostert Jr. Has play-making skills. 

TE Gabe Holmes* Sr. __ Needs to step up in final season. 

LT __ Kevin Pamphile* Sr. __ Started nine of the 13 games in 2012. 

LG Devin Smith Sr. __ Was in starting lineup for first six games of 2012. 
C Robert Kugler* So. _ Started final six games of last season at guard. 
RG Cody Davis Sr. __ Canalso play center. 

RT _ Justin Kitchens* Jr. Has played the right and left sides. 

PK Paul Griggs* $0. __ Hit a 48-yard game-winner at lowa. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Danny Etling, Fr. 
Robert Gregory, Fr. 
B.J. Knauf, Fr. 
Charles Torwudzo, Jr. 
Danny Anthrop, So. 
Justin Sinz, Jr. 
Trevor Foy, Sr. 

Jack De Boef, Jr. 
Jason King, Fr. 
Cameron Cermin, Fr. 
Jordan Roos, Fr. 
Sam McCartney, So. 


STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Ryan Russell* Jr. Four sacks and recovered a fumble in 2012. Jalani Phillips, Jr. 
DT _Bruce Gaston* Sr. __ Collected 5.5 tackles for loss last season. Ryan Watson, So. 
DT __ Brandon Taylor Sr. Missed four games with ankle injury. Ryan Isaac, Sr.* 
DE Greg Latta Sr. Saw action in all 13 games last season. Jules Williams, Jr. 
LB Will Lucas* Sr. Second on team with 66 tackles last year. Ruben Ibarra, Sr. 
LB Joe Gilliam* Jr. _ Started all 13 games in the middle. Jimmy Herman, Fr. 
LB Sean Robinson* Jr. Slowed by neck injury in the spring. Armstead Williams, So. 
CB Ricardo Allen* Sr. One INT for TD shy of tying Big Ten career record. Normondo Harris, Sr. 
CB Frankie Williams So. Broke up nine passes as a backup last year. Antoine Lewis, Jr. 
SS __ Landon Feichter* Jr. Team-high 80 tackles in 2012. Anthony Brown, So. 
FS Taylor Richards* Jr. Broke up six passes last season. E.J. Johnson, Jr. 
P Cody Webster* Sr. __ Returns after averaging 42.3 yards per punt. Thomas Meadows, So. 
“Returning Starter 
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contention for the 
nod, battling it out 


Several other freshman 
backs arrive in August, 


9 

5 

LL 

© Danny Etling David Yancey : Dalyn Dawkins 

() The four-star quarter- ; Purdue badly needs : Again, there’s a need 

Of back from Terre Haute : help atrunning back,so : at running back at 

LJ signed on as the class’ : _ it was a good thing the Purdue, but 

=> headliner, the enrolled : — in-state signee enrolled Boilermaker coaches 

Oo early and immediately : in school in January. have bigger plans for 

oO joined the race to : During spring ball, the speedy and versa- 
become the he looked like the tile Louisville native. 

= Boilermakers’ starter : Boilermakers’ most He'll play running 

LL this fall. As of the end : complete back and back, but also line up 

= ofthespring, he very : looked like a sure thing wherever on offense 

rea} much remained in to play in the fall. Purdue feels it can 


feature his speed and 
explosiveness the way 


with senior Rob Henry i but Yancey put himself Coach Darrell Hazell 
and redshirt freshman : well ahead with used star Dri Archer 
Austin Appleby. a strong spring. at Kent State. 


touchdowns as a senior ... 


Keith Byars 


to prep school to improve grades .. 
aton High School in 2011 . 
fullback Keith 


Boca 


Leroy Clark 


I RB 5-10 


vars. 


Selected to 2013 U.S. 


Stars Hometown 


DB 5-10 169 OO Miami,AL 


New Berlin, Milford Academy 

Rated as a three-star prospect by Rivals.com out of high school in 2012 before going 
. Rushed for 655 yards and nine touchdowns for 
*. Son of former Ohio State star and long-time NFL 


T 66 215 GOO  WestPalm Beach, FL Cardinal Newman 
Rated as a three-star recruit by Rivals.com ... pane 23 passes for 343 yards and six 
rmy All-American Bowl. 


Archbishop 
Rated as a three-star prospect and ranked as the No. 64 cornerback by Rivals.com . 
Made 80 tackles with two interceptions as a senior. 


seven games as a senior. 


Dalyn Dawkins 


Johnny oT 65 oo 
Rated as a two-star recruit by Rivals.com ... 


RB O58 175 GOO Louisville, KY 


Chicago, IL Foreman 
Made 73 tackles, including six sacks in 


Rated as a three-star prospect and ranked as the No. 9 player in Kentucky by Rivals.com . 


Ran for 1,500 yards and 18 touchdowns as a senior and caught 38 passes for 367 yards, 


63 200 OOO6 Teme Haute, 


: THE SLEEPER 


Danny 

Rated as a four-star prospect and ranked as the No. 9 pro-style quarterback by Rivals. 
com ... Threw for 1,500 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior ... Played in the 2013 
Offense-Defense Bowl in Houston. 


Danny Ezechukwu 1B 62 235 OO 
Rated as a two-star prospect by Rivals.com . 


Lithonia, GA Arabia Mountain 
Named 6-AAAAA all-region in Georgia 
.. Will play either linebacker or defensive end at Purdue. 


Keyante Green RB 59 199 ©@©  MeDonough, GA Eagle's Landing Christian 
Rated as a three-star prosper: by Rivals.com ... ran for 1,200 yards and 18 touchdowns as 
a senior ... Turned down late SEC offers to stick with early commitment made to Purdue. 


Razahn Howard «= OT s3 275 OO Dawsonville, GA Academy 
Rated as a two-star prospect Rivals.com, but considered one of top prep school defen- 
Sive tackles ... Spent post-graduate year at Atlanta Sports Academy to improve academics. 


Da-Wan Hunte DB 510 18 OOO  Miami,fL Miami Central 
Rated as a three-star prospect by Rivals.com ... Made 68 tackles and two interceptions 
as a senior and helped Central to its second consecutive state title. 


TWel Jemison DB 5-10 175 GOOG — FortWayne, IN 

Rated as a three-star prospect and ranked as the No. 52 cornerback and No. noe neve 
in Indiana by Rivals.com ... Made 81 tackles and five interceptions as a senior ... Will 
play corner or safety at Purdue. 


Austin Logan DB Gl 1 COO FL Florida 
Rated by Rivals.com as a three-star prospect ... Made 50 tackles, six for loss, as a 
senior ... Recruited for safety, but could also play corner. 
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| BOILERMAKERS RECRUITING 2013] rivals.com 


National Rank: 56 


Big Ten: 10 


Evan Paniil 

Purdue needs imme- 
diate help at defensive 
end and even though 
he might not be the 
biggest or strongest 
D-end prospect, 
Panfil’s potential as 

a pass-rusher could 
find him an immedi- 
ately spot on the field. 
The same could prob- 
ably be said for any of 
the four defensive 
ends Purdue signed. 


2014 NEEDS: urdue's focus wit! be 


on the line of scrimmage, where it signed just one 
offensive lineman for 2013 and will lose several senior 
defensive tackles after this upcoming season. 
Additionally, tight ends will play a prominent role in 
the offense its new staff is implementing, so it will 
seek to replenish that group and upgrade athletically. 


— Brian Neubert, GoldandBlack.com/Rivals.com 


Pos Mt Wt 


Antoine Miles DE 63 20 O60 
Rated as a three-star prospect and the No. 68 player in Ohio by Rivals.com ... 
Recorded 73 tackles and 12 sacks as a senior ... Could grow into a defensive tackle. 


Stars Hometown 


Dan Montersso WR 63 180 OOO  SaintClairsville, OH Saint Clairsville 

Rated as a three-star prospect and No. 72 player in Ohio by Rivals.com ... Caught 68 

iereng for 1,483 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior ... Also was a Division | bas- 
etball prospect. 


MylesNorwood =WR 62 1795 OO Arlington, 1X Grace Prep 
Rated as a two-star prospect by Rivals.com ... Carried 80 times for seven scores and 
600 yards; caught 15 passes with one TD and scored on a return as a senior ... First- 
team all-district on offense and defense as a senior ... Could be a defensive back 
prospect, too. 


Evan Panfil DE 65 20 O00  NewLenox, 
Rated as a three-star prospect and No. 33 p bere in Illinois by Rivals ... A former Illinois 
commit with deep family ties to Purdue ... Made 55 tackles and nine ‘sacks as a senior, 


Dezwan Polk 1B 64 20 oo oH Whetstone 
Rated as a two-star prvepect by Rivals.com ... Made 93 tackles, with 34 for loss and 
-~ — ies a senior ... Projects as tall, athletic outside linebacker, but could grow 
into a D-en 


Jake Replogle DE 6-4 ooo OH Centerville 
Rated as a three-star Fpraepees by Rivals.com ... Made 46 tackles with 8-1/2 sacks as 
a senior ... Played some linebacker in high school and could grow into 
a defensive tackle ... Three older brothers players at rival Indiana. 


John Strauser ATH 6-4 ©O© = Champaign, iL High School of St Thomas More 
Rated as a three-star prospect and No. 35 player in Illinois by Rivals.com ... Made 142 
tackles as a senior ... Played linebacker in high school ... Enrolled early at Purdue. 


Johnny Thompson 1B 62 210 @O@ Winder, GA Apalachee 
Rated as a three-star pene by Rivals.com ... Made seven tackles for loss as 
a player, playing a great deal of offense, too .. Will play outside linebacker at Purdue. 


Jason Tretler OL 65 20 oO 
Rated as a two-star prospect by Rivals.com ... 
Will play either tackle or guard. 


OH ECR Ge Revere 
Purdue's lone offensive line signee ... 


David Yancey ATH 5-11 200 ©OC — Saint John, Lake Central 

ait as a three-star prospect and ranked as the No. 22 player in Indiana by Rivals.com 
.. Rank for 1,345 yards and 16 touchdowns during senior season cut short by injury 
.. Enrolled early at Purdue. 


DeAngelo WR 62 200 OOO  Aflanta, GA Mays 
Rated as a three-star prospect by Rivals.com ... Caught 29 passes for 600 yards and 
eight touchdowns as a senior ... Former Kentucky commitment. 
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BOILERMAKERS SPRING ROSTER 


No. Name 


Kendrick Adams 


FB 6-0 


Hometown 


Lilburn, GA 


B.J. Knaut Wa 


5-10 180 


Hometown 


Winter Haven, FL_ 


Ricardo Allen 


CB O59 


Daytona Beach, FL 


7_ Robert Kugler 


0G 


6-3 280 


Pittsburgh, VA 


Danny Anthrop 


ATH 


West Lafayette 


Landau Lang cB 


5-11 190 


Merrillville 


Austin Appleby 


a8 


North Canton, OH 


Greg Latta DE 


6-6 265 


La Quinta, CA 


Ishmael Aristide 


Orlando, FL 


Chuck Ayres 


oT 


Eau Claire, WI 


Patrick Bade 


TE 


Indianapolis 


John Bednar 


Ls 


Valparaiso 


Erich Berzinskas 


0B 


Clinton, CT 


Anthony Brown 


OB 


___ Tampa, FL 


Thomas Brown 


oT 


Gary 


Gary Bush 


Miami, FL 


Sterling Carter 


TE 


Sr. Torrance, CA 


Carlos Carvajal 


te 


Fr Hileah, FL 


Cameron Cermin 


Fr, College Station, TX 


Brandon Cottom 


Jonathan Curry 


_ dt __ Newtown, VA_ 


Phenix City, AL 


Cody Davis 


Sr. Spring, TX 


Josh Davis 


dt. Plain City, OH 


Jack De Boef 


Jr. Penn Furnace, VA 


Ryan DeBusk " 


Atascadero, CA 


Chae Douglas 


Columbus 


£8 |S |S ja |S | |R |B le |Vl7 (zw \e 


Grant Ellington 


LaGrange, IL 


Danny Etling OB 


27 


Evan Feichter 


Terre Haute 


Fr. 
So. 
So. 
Fr 
Fr 


Fort Wayne 


a4 


Landon Feichter 


Fort Wayne 


4 
78 


Tylor Foster 


Schererville 


Trevor Foy 


oT 


Louisville, KY 


46_ Kurt Freytag 


FB 


Carmel 


Andy James Garcia 


LB 


Miami, FL 


Bruce Gaston 


oT 


Chicago, IL 


Joe Gilliam 


LB 


Indianapolis 


Aloyis Gray 


Indianapolis 


Robert Gregory 


_ RB 63 


Chicago, IL 


Paul Griggs 


K_ 6-1 


Charlotte, NC 


90 
39 
19 
7 
7 
1 


Normondo Harris 


CB 6-0 


Miami, FL 


Rob Henry _ 


QB 6-2 


Ocala, FL 


Jimmy Herman 


1B 6-4 


Carmel 


Gabe Holmes 


TE 6-5 


__ Miramar, FL 


Antoine Lewis cB 


5-10 193 


Broadview, IL 


Collin Link LB 


6-1 210 


West Liberty, OH 


Henry Lorenzen c 


6-2 283 


Wilsonville, Ontario 


45 Will Lucas 


5-11 230 


_ Lakeland, FL 


Dolapo Macarthy 


6-5 220 


Merrittville_ 


Bilal Marshall 


6-3 170 


Pembroke Pines, FL 


Kyle Marzec 


§-9 180 


Fort Wayne 


Sam McCartney K 


6-4 215 


West Lafayette 


Eric McDaniel oT 


62 300 


Calhoun, GA 


30 Thomas Meadows K 


87 Shane Mikesky 


49 


Maidens, VA 
___ Tionsville_ 


Ashkan Mizani 


Granite Bay, CA 


Ryan Morris 


Barnegat, NJ 


Raheem Mostert 


New Smyma Beach, FL 


% 


64 _ Kevin Pamphile 


"1 


Tyler Murray 


Mullica Hills, NJ 


Miami, FL 


Austin Parker 


Fort Wayne 


Jalani Phillips 


Warner Robbins, GA 


18 


Cameron Posey 


Boca Raton, FL 


73 


JJ, Prince 


Southlake, TX 


32 


Evan Pulliam 


Indianapolis 


4 


Taylor Richards 


Lake Mary, FL 


10 


Sean Robinson 


Springfield, IL 


7 


_ Jordan Roos 


Celina, TX 


97 
99 


Michael Rouse, lil 


Flossmoor, It. 


Ryan Russell 


Carrollton, TX 


Jesse Schmitt 


Louisville, KY 


Keenan Schon 


[5/5 |B |S |e |G |@ |G [2 Is | [8 19 |= [5 ||? [5 


Fort Wayne 


Will Schott 


Greenwood 


84 


Justin Sinz 


Edgar, WI 


n 


Devin Smith 


Detroit, MI 


51 


John Strauser 


Champaign, IL 


55 


Brandon Taylor 


Aventura, FL 


17_ Charles Torwudzo 


Brownsburg 


Akeem Hunt 


RB 5-9 


Covington, GA 


7 


Joey Warburg 


Louisville, KY 


Justin Hunt 


LB 


5-11 207 


West Lafayette 


Ryan Watson 


Ellicott City, MD 


Ruben Ibarra 


LB 6-1 


|S |S |& |@ |= 12 |e |S |* |= |S [2 |F 18 |e [2 [= 


_ Chicago, IL 


42 


Cody Webster 


Harrisburg, VA 


Ryan Isaac 


OT 6-5 


Sr Michigan City" 


3 


Armstead Williams 


Monroeville, VA 


E.J. Johnson 


S 6-1 


Jr. Cocoa, FL 


24 


Frankie Williams 


Tampa, FL 


Jacob Kent 


CB O5-9 


So. Lawrenceburg 


48 


Jules Williams 


_ Indianapolis 


Jason King 


OL 6-4 


Little Rock, AR 


Justin Kitchens 


oT 6-4 


Warner Robins, GA 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Jordan Woods 


Ypsilanti, MI 


Schererville 


80, W. Lucas 66, J, Johnson 65 
Tackles for loss: K. Short 15,5, R. Russell 8.5, two tied with 6.5 


GP Effic Cmp 
ASSIN R. Marve 10 1388 166 
PF a C. TerBush 8 120.7 108 
GP No. Yards 
A.Edison 13 58 652 
RECEIVING OJ,Ross 11 56 454 
G. Bush 13 41 360 
GP Att. Gain 
A.Shavers 13 181 920 
RUSHING A. Hunt 13 42 350 
R. Bolden 7 54 334 

Tackles: L. Feichter 

DEF. LEADERS 


Att Int Pct 
253 5 65.6 
189 B: 57.1 
Avg 1D Long 
11.2 8 652 
8.1 2 ne 
88 2) Sa 
loss Net Avg 
49 871 48 
15 335 «868.0 
9 325 60 


benbepenaoe 


Sacks: K. Short 7, R. Russell 4, two tied with 2 
Interceptions: L. Feichter 4, J. Johnson 3, two tied with 2 


Yards 10 
1734015 
1150 «12 

Avgy/G 
50.2 
41.3 
27.7 

TD Long 
6 40 
74) 
0 63 


stbeeedens SbAbeuecdessaseeoner acdsee error ivectetedeepeasttsseehbeebaccesbssaeeeeacsesbebebpnans sd nbab ease sdsGsebabbneneed artes anenassanssentonss 


Avg/6 
67.0 
25.8 
46.4 


Sebeuowssseanenennnees 


NOTEBOOK 


aheem Mostert is trying to establish a bond with 
Purdue's new playbook. 

However, with first-year coach Darrell Hazell 
and offensive coordinator John Shoop bringing a 
West Coast style to the Boilermakers, it has been 
a challenge. 

Mostert didn't catch a pass as a freshman or a 
sophomore and has limited carries, but he plans to be 
a big part of the offense in 2013. 

“Last year, it was kind of easy getting to know the 
plays and stuff like that,” Mostert said. 

“It’s tough getting into the new playbook. Once you 
get it down, you have it. I'm already starting to build 
a relationship with the playbook and getting it down 
and understanding it. It's coming natural.” 

As a potential playmaker, the Boilermakers need 
Mostert to become a factor. He's had more kickoff 
returns (43) than plays from scrimmage (32) the past 
two seasons. He'll continue to return kickoffs along 
with Akeem Hunt, but Hazell and Shoop are eager to 
see a bigger role for the junior. 

Mostert will be in the slot, with the opportunity to 
move to an outside receiver position. 

“I'm going to be split out more, doing a little bit of 
receiver and getting deep balls and all kinds of 
routes,” he said. “Coach Shoop has a wonderful 
combination going on with the Zs (slot). He thinks 
| can be that man. I'm going to show up.” 

Mostert said there’s no carryover from last year’s 
offense to the new one. 

“This one is a little more challenging, because I’m 
still thinking about last year's concepts and bringing in 
this year’s concepts,” he said. “It's totally different.” 

¢ Offensive lineman Jordan Roos and defen- 
sive tackle Ryan Watson were selected winners of 
the team’s Most Improved Award from the spring. 
True freshman quarterback Danny Etling was 
voted the top newcomer. Cornerback Frankie 
Williams won the Hammer Award as the hardest 
hitter. Center Robert Kugler and defensive end 
Ryan Russell were the Pit Bull Award winners for 
tenacity and intensity. 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“| think this is another roster (along with 
Illinois) that will have to be rebuilt. Drastic 
change offensively. With John Shoop running the 
offense, they're definitely a pro formation, West 
Coast type of attack. It appears the quarterback 
will operate more under center, more than they 
have in recent years. 

“The schedule will be a challenge. The program 
will have to be built through recruiting. Some of the 
offensive linemen look like they have a chance. The 
freshman quarterback (Danny Etling) looked good 
for a young guy. 

“Overall, there's just a lot of work to be done. 
| thought last year was the most talented Purdue 
team we saw since we started (the BTN spring 
tour); this year was probably one of the least tal- 
ented Purdue teams that we've seen.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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football,” Hudson said. 

Whatever success the Boilermakers 
have will start up front. 

Talented defensive tackle Bruce Gas- 
ton anchors the defensive line, which 
also features end Ryan Russell. The 
tackle spot is the deepest on the roster, 
and Hudson will have the luxury of 
mixing and matching Brandon Taylor, 
Ryan Watson, Ryan Isaac and Michael 
Rouse, III into the rotation. 

Russell is solid at one end, but Hud- 
son and the coaching staff didn’t get a 
good look at Greg Latta, a junior college 


2010 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 19.7 
Rushing 160.8 
Passing 150.8 
Total 311.6 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 26.9 
Rushing 181.6 
Passing 195.2 
Total 376.9 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
28.8 
137.9 
231.1 
369.0 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


PER GAME 
26.9 
174.9 
221.0 
395.9 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
-6 - 0.50 +1 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+ 0.08 
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2011 RANKINGS 


transfer who saw limited playing time 
last season. Latta was sidelined with 

a foot injury during the spring, but 
Hudson believes the California native 
has the tools. 

“He’s still sort of an unknown,” 
Hudson said. “He can move. That was a 
bummer when he went down, because 
he was starting to scratch the surface.” 

Linebacker remains a question 
mark. Will Lucas, Joe Gilliam and Sean 
Robinson all saw significant action last 
year, but overall talent and depth are 
concerns heading into the 2013 sea- 
son. Maybe Hudson’s style will allow 
Purdue’s linebackers to become more 
of a factor. 

“It’s not a freelance defense, but it’s 
a very opportunistic defense,” Hudson 
said. “If something is there, you had 
better see it in a hurry. You have 
a chance to take off and make a play. 
It’s very linebacker friendly.” 

Ricardo Allen headlines the experi- 
ence in the defensive backfield, along 
with safety Landon Feichter, who led 
the Boilermakers with 80 tackles in 
2012. Frankie Williams is ready to 
emerge as an every-down contribu- 
tor, but look for sophomore Anthony 
Brown to see time in the secondary. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Regarding Purdue’s kicking situation, 
not much has changed since last season. 

Paul Griggs and Sam McCartney 
remained in a tight battle throughout 
spring — a competition that is expected 
to last through fall camp before the 
season opener at Cincinnati. 

McCartney initially won the job to 
start 2012, but the two rotated through- 
out the season because of missed or 
blocked extra points and field goals. 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 28.7 
Rushing 164.2 
Passing 238.5 
Total 402.7 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


182.3 
233.9 
416.2 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
“2 - 0.15 69 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100} L 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
DT Bruce Gaston 


Becomes the most talented 
defender in town after the 
departure of Kawann Short to 
the NFL. Had the luxury play- 
ing next to Short the past 
three years and now takes 
over as the dominant force up 
front. ... Missed half of spring 
practice because of left thumb 
surgery, but there was a noticeable difference when he 
returned. .. Had 5.5 tackles for loss last season. ... 
Recovered two fumbles. 


SN LEZ 


EMERGING STAR 


RB Akeem Hunt 

Will be the centerpiece of the 
running game and coach 
Darrell Hazell's physical 
scheme. ... Needs to become 
an every-down back since 
depth is an issue in the back- 
field heading into the season. 
... Big-play threat with four 
scoring plays of 50 yards or 
more last season. ... Rushed for 134 yards on 19 carries 
in spring game. ... Has been compared to Kent State's 
Dri Archer, whom Hazell coached last season. 


TOP NEWCOMER 
QB Danny Etling 


True freshman who enrolled 
in second semester classes 
and participated in spring 
practice. ... Was the first 
member of 2013 recruiting 
class Hazell visited after 
accepting the Purdue job in 
December. ... Strong arm and 
has picked up quickly on 
offensive coordinator John Shoop's scheme. ... 
Completed 5 of 7 passes for 54 yards and one inter- 
ception in spring game. ... Was 12 of 17 for 115 yards 
and one touchdown in a scrimmage one week before 
spring game. 


RESULTS 
6-7, 3-5 
EASTERN KENTUCKY 
at Notre Dame 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
MARSHALL 
MICHIGAN 
WISCONSIN 
at Ohio State (OT) 
at Minnesota 
PENN STATE 
at lowa 
at Iilinois 
INDIANA 
Heart of Dallas Bow! 
vs. Oklahoma State 


48-6 
17-20 
54-16 
51-41 
13-44 
14-38 
22-29 
28-44 

9-34 
27-24 
20-17 
56-35 


14-58 
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Henry Eager to Run 
One-QB System 


[urdue's Rob Henry wanted a chance to play 
1 quarterback last year. It didn’t quite work out 
that way. 

“| feel like maybe my injury was a setback for 
me, and | feel like | never got a chance to really, 
really compete and earn my spot back,” Henry 
said. “That's my personal opinion.” 

That was last year. This is now. 

As the Darrell Hazell era is set to unfold, Henry 
is the lone quarterback on the Purdue roster with 
any experience. Henry missed the 2011 season 
after suffering an ACL injury 10 days before the 
season opener against Middle Tennessee. After 
surgery was performed by Dr. James Andrews, 
Henry’s rehabilitation went as planned. 

However, quarterback injuries were numer- 
ous under former coach Danny Hope, who was 
cautious with Henry. The 6-2 Henry was used at 
quarterback last season, but on a limited basis. 
He also saw action at running back and receiver, 
while Caleb TerBush and Robert Marve took 
a majority of the snaps. 

“The last staff — Coach Hope and Coach 
(Gary) Nord — understandably they were ... they 
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Webster has a firm grip on those duties. 


Rob Henry 


Photo by AP Photo/Damen Jackson 
via Triple Play New Media 


in camp. They were more worried about that. 


nity to compete the way | wanted to.” 


or unforeseen circumstances arise. 


“When we get to the fall, we’re going to have : 
one guy,” Hazell said. “There’s going to be a pro- : 
cess to get to that one guy. We’re going to be : 
a one-quarterback football team and get on that 


guy’s shoulders.” 


Holding Henry back is his accuracy. He com- : 
pleted 53.1 percent of his passes in 2010, but : 
was limited by a gruesome right index finger : 
injury against Ohio State midway through the : 
season. In 2012, Henry completed 55.3 percent 


of his passes on just 38 attempts. 


Despite being a senior, Henry’s sample size 
remains small. Redshirt freshman Austin Appleby : 


and freshman Danny Etling are also in the mix. 


Hazell doesn’t plan on naming a starter until : 


two weeks before the opener at Cincinnati. 


“| think I’m strong, my knee feels great; no : 
problems there,” Henry said. “My accuracy has : 
really improved since | played my freshman year, : 


and last year as well.” 


McCartney handled the duties in the 
bowl game loss to Oklahoma State. 
There's no question at punter as Cody 


Two years ago, Raheem Mostert and 


5 the Boilermakers led the nation in 

: kickoff returns, and the coaching staff 

? would like to see a return to that form 

? after Purdue averaged 22.9 yards on kick 
? returns and a paltry 3.2 yards on punt 

? returns last season. 


Hazell has to deal with arguably the 


? most difficult schedule in program 

: history. It’s hard to find one tougher, 
: including when Purdue had Michigan 
: and Ohio State in the same season. 


In 2013, they hit Cincinnati and 


- Wisconsin, and have home games 
? against Notre Dame and Northern 
? Illinois. That's all before Oct. 1. 


Throw in Nebraska’s first appear- 


? ance in West Lafayette since 1958, 

: plus matchups against Michigan State, 
: Ohio State, Iowa and Penn State, and 
H it all creates doubts the Boilermakers 

: can become bowl eligible for the third 


? straight year. 
wanted to hold me back because of a lot of in- : ea ur ae 


els Mewes a RCN, any oa. Indiana State, and four of Purdue’s first 
| felt good. | had a little bit of swelling in my knee five opponents have a first-year head 
4 j coach at their respective schools. Notre 
“AS. result, maybe | didn't have an opportu- ? Dame's Brian Kelly is the only familiar 
: face the Boilermakers will see in the 


Hazell has made it clear he doesn’t plan on : month of September. 


using more than one quarterback, unless injuries : 


Throw in the Sept. 7 meeting against 


— Mike Carmin 


Date Opponent 12 Record 
Aug. 31 at Cincinnati 10-3 
Sept. 7 INDIANA STATE 7-4 
Sept. 14 NOTRE DAME 12-1 
Sept. 21 at Wisconsin 8-6 
Sept. 28 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 12-2 
Oct. 12 NEBRASKA 10-4 
Oct. 19 at Michigan State 7-6 
Nov. 2 OHIO STATE 12-0 
Nov. 9 IOWA 4-8 
Nov. 16 at Penn State 8-4 
Nov. 23 ILLINOIS 2-10 
Nov. 30 at Indiana 4-8 
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NORTHERN ILLINOIS | HUSKIES 


MAC rank: 1 Record: 12-2 


Jordan Lynch 


“They've been on a great run. They 
won't reach last year’s level. But they 
should be pretty good, regardless.” 

— Anonymous MAC head coach 


HUSKIES at a GLANCE 


COACH: Rod Carey — At Northern Illinois and overall: 0-1, Ist year 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bob Cole 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jay Niemann 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2012 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2007 

RETURNING STARTERS: II, 6 offense, 4 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: Q8 Jordan Lynch, RB Akeem Daniels, 

LT Tyler Loos, WR Da’Ron Brown, DT Ken Bishop, LB Jamaal Bass, 
S Jimmie Ward, PK Mathew Sims 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Last season Lynch put up record-break- 
ing numbers without much experience, a rebuilt offensive line 
and without a go-to running back. Lynch should be able to handle 
the pressure of high expectations this year. The Huskies have the 
firepower to score points in bunches again. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Huskies can't expect to duplicate 
last season's run to a BCS game. That's too much pressure. 

The Huskies will miss WR Martel Moore’s playmaking ability, 
particularly in the red zone. The defense is shaky with the loss of 
most of the front seven. Is Carey over his head as head coach of 

a mid-major power? 


OFFENSE 
Jordan Lynch shot out of obscurity last season to 
become one of the best storylines in college football. 
Lynch overcame a lack of game experience, 
a young offensive line — five new starters — and no 
proven tailback to throw for 3,138 yards and 25 touch- 
downs, and to rush for 1,815 yards and 19 scores. 
Lynch took some heat for his comments before 
the Orange Bowl and his subsequent subpar perfor- 
mance in the 31-10 loss to Florida State. The senior 
worked on keeping his emotions under control and 
refining his footwork this spring, and he gained 
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MAC record: 8-0 (ist, West) 


a better understanding of the playbook to help 
overcome the loss of talented wide receivers Martel 
Moore and Perez Ashford. 

Akeem Daniels displayed some promise at tail- 
back during the stretch run last season. The Hus- 
kies could suffer from a shortage of playmakers, 
other than Lynch, with opposing defenses game 
planning to flood the box to stop the QB. Wide 
receivers Tommylee Lewis and Da’Ron Brown are 
talented, but lack Moore’s game-changing ability. 

The good news is that the entire starting line 
returns, plus left tackle Tyler Loos is expected back 
after fracturing his tibia late in the season. 


DEFENSE 

The Huskies return four starters from a unit that 
struggled to stop teams in the second half of the 
season. The line took the biggest hit in losses, with 
defensive tackle Ken Bishop the lone returning 
starter from a group that was filled with depth and 
experience last season. 

Jamaal Bass takes on an expanded role with the 
ranks thin at the linebacker spots. Bass finished 
third on the team with 83 tackles last season. 
Boomer Mays flashed some potential with five 
tackles for a loss last season. 

The secondary shouldn’t be a concern with All- 
MAC strong safety Jimmie Ward, who had a team- 
best 104 tackles last season, pairing up with junior 
free safety Dechane Durante. Cornerbacks Marlon 
Moore, Sean Evans and emerging junior Marckie 
Hayes will battle for playing time. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Senior Mathew Sims etched his name in school 
lore with another game-saving kick in the first 
overtime in the MAC title game. Lewis is another 
weapon on kickoff returns and also dabbles as 
a punt returner. Sophomore Tyler Wedel is slated 
to handle the punting duties. 


OVERVIEW 

First-year head coach Rod Carey mirrored NIU’s 
rise from conference power to national-headlining 
BCS buster last season. Carey settles into a tough job 
with high expectations, but the Huskies will deal with 
those with a strong offense and star quarterback. 

The defense lacks depth and experience at key 
areas in the front seven, but the secondary is strong 
and talented. Four of the first ve games are away 
from Huskie Stadium — at Iowa, Idaho, Purdue and 
Kent State. The Huskies will be hard-pressed to top 
last year’s 12-win total, especially with every team 
gunning for them. But don’t count out the Huskies 
from another league title. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Aregeros Turner: The 5-9, 180-pounder, 

who de-committed from Cincinnati, was heavily 
recruited by the likes of Illinois, Michigan State, 
Purdue, Tennessee, Washington and West Virginia. 
He should get every opportunity for playing time 
with the question marks at running back. 


2013 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2012 RESULTS 2013 SCHEDULE 


2012 RANKINGS 


Stadium: Huskie Stadium (30,076) 


OFFENSE 


QB 6 
RB 3 
WR 
WR 
WR 
TE 
LT 


RT 


Jordan Lynch* 
Akeem Daniels 
Da'Ron Brown 
Tommylee Lewis 
Angelo Sebastiano 
Luke Eakes* 
Tyler Loos* 
Aidan Conlon* 
Andrew Ness* 
Jared Volk* 
Matt Krempel 


DEFENSE 


DE 
DT 
NG 
DE 


cB 
ss 
FS 


George Rainey 
Ken Bishop* 
Donovan Gordon 
Joe Windsor 
Jamaal Bass* 
Boomer Mayes 
Michael Santacaterina 
Marlon Moore* 
Sean Evans 
Jimmie Ward* 
Dechane Durante 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 99 
P 26 


Mathew Sims* 
Tyler Wedel 


“Returning starter 


Aug. 31 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 28 
Oct.5 
Oct. 12 
Oct.19 


= we Ne Me Be Sh Se Se hy 


TENNESSEE-MARTIN 


at lowa 

at Idaho 

EASTERN ILLINOIS 
at Purdue 

at Kent State 
AKRON 

at Central Michigan 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Massachusetts 
BALL STATE 

at Toledo 

WESTERN MICHIGAN 


17-18 
35-7 
41-40 
30-23 
55-24 
35-23 
45-3 
37-7 
48-34 
63-0 
31-24 
49-7 


vs. lowa (Chicago, IL) 


at Army 
KANSAS 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Ball State 
BUFFALO 
at Akron 
at Western Michigan 
UMASS 
TOLEDO 
at Eastern Michigan 


MAC Championship Game 


= 


cr 


OFFENSE 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


+7 


vs. Kent State (20T) 
Orange Bowl 
vs. Florida State 


44-37 


10-31 


PER GAME 
38.6 
238.2 
231.4 
469.6 


PER GAME 
19.9 
146.4 
2229 
369.3 


PER GAME 
+0.50 
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By Bob Narang 


WISCONSIN 


BADGERS 


For more coverage of the Badgers, visit wisconsin.rivals.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Andy Ludwig 


AT A GLANCE 


2012: 
8-6 overall, 4-4 Big Ten (3rd, Leaders) 


COACH: 
Gary Andersen — At Wisconsin: 1st year; 
overall: 26-24, 4 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
13; 6 offense, 6 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Joel Stave, RB James White, 

RB Melvin Gordon, WR Jared Abbrederis, 
TE Jacob Pedersen, NT Beau Allen, 

LB Chris Borland, SS Dezmen Southward 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

It's the Badgers’ fastest group of tailbacks in 
memory, and the tight ends have experience 
and depth. The front seven on defense is ath- 
letic and should get after quarterbacks. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


Numbers are low along the offensive line, 
which can’t afford any injuries. Nobody has 
emerged at wideout to help Abbrederis. Both 
cornerbacks are new starters, with almost no 
experience behind them. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Montee Ball, C Travis Frederick, 
OT Ricky Wagner, LB Mike Taylor, 

CB Marcus Cromartie, CB Devin Smith 


OVERVIEW: 

This was the season former coach Bret Bielema 
pointed to as potentially his best, with 23 
seniors. That’s saying something after three 
straight Big Ten titles and three seasons with 
11-plus victories in seven years. But Bielema 
bolted for Arkansas, and seven assistants also 
left. The hiring of Andersen from Utah State was 
widely acclaimed, but the lack of depth on the 
offensive line and in the secondary are major 
concerns. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Dave Aranda 


STADIUM: Camp Randall: 80,321 


Winning and Fun Go Hand In Hand in Andersen’s Plan 


he changes under new coach 
Gary Andersen could be seen and 
heard during Wisconsin’s on-field 
drills in the spring. 

During every one of the 15 spring 
practices, Andersen had music blaring 
from a sound system — eclectic playlists 
that ranged from ‘70s and ‘80s staples 
like Kool & The Gang and REO Speed- 
wagon, to recent artists like Mumford 
& Sons and Imagine Dragons. 

The music was intended to make 
players focus on communication so it 
would be second nature in loud envi- 
ronments in the fall. 

Practices were fast-paced and punc- 
tual, usually finishing within a minute 
or two of the scheduled time. 

There was a daily focus on deter- 
mining winners and losers. Players 
and coaches split into 10-man teams 
and competed at myriad events — 
from dodgeball to throwing footballs 
into barrels. 

There were dance-offs, and Ander- 
sen used cue cards to teach the words 
to “On, Wisconsin,” the school’s fight 
song that will be sung after games — 
win or lose, both home and road. 

“That stuff is fun for the kids,” 
Andersen said. “I think it brings energy 
and excitement. ... If 1 am a player, 

I want to have fun playing football.” 

It wasn’t all fun and games. Ander- 
sen was hired in December after Bret 
Bielema abruptly left before the Rose 
Bowl to become the head coach at 
Arkansas. It has been a tumultuous 
two years, including six new assistant 
coaches a year ago. 

Andersen, 49, was 26-24 in four seasons 
at Utah State, which won just six games 
in the three years before he arrived. 

When he showed up for his interview 
with UW athletic director Barry Alvarez, 
Andersen had a 41-page booklet outlin- 
ing his “Plan to Win.” 


“He takes care of his business,” 
Alvarez said. “What he told me in the 
interview is what I see. He’s got a plan. 
Everything he told me about how he 
was going to do it, he’s done.” 

The Badgers have won three straight 
Big Ten Conference titles, losing in the 
Rose Bowl each time. Andersen said 
everything is in place to compete at the 
highest level. 

“We've hit it off as a team with Coach 
Andersen from the get-go,” senior line- 
backer Chris Borland said. 

“He’s a player-oriented coach and 
everyone has a lot of respect for him. 
At the end of the day, it’s all about 
winning, though. We got that done 
(the last three years), that’s what we 
want to do this year.” 


OFFENSE 


The Badgers usually reload on the 
offensive line, but that’s no sure thing 
this season. 

Scholarship numbers are down, with 
only eight healthy linemen at one point 
in the spring. 

Travis Frederick was a first-round 
draft pick, the second straight starting 
center to leave after his junior year and 
the third year in a row a UW lineman 
went in the top 32 picks in the NFL 
draft. 

Redshirt freshman Dan Voltz, who 
has two springs under his belt after 
enrolling early, takes over that key 
spot. 

Versatile Ryan Groy started at left 
guard last season and hoped to stay 
there, but he was at left tackle when 
spring ended. He looks like the best 
option to replace departed starter Rick 
Wagner, which is what Groy did for 
two games when Wagner was injured 
last season. 

The running backs are as deep and 
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Chris Borland 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


talented as ever, despite the loss of 
Doak Walker Award winner Montee 
Ball. Senior James White is the second- 
leading rusher among active FBS backs 
with 2,571 career yards while averag- 
ing 6.1 per carry. Sophomore Melvin 
Gordon ran through Nebraska for 216 
yards on nine carries in the Big Ten 
title game. 

Redshirt freshman Vonte Jackson is 
due back following ACL surgery, and 
Corey Clement is a headliner among 
the incoming freshmen. 

“We definitely have more speed than 
we've ever had in the backfield, that’s 
for sure,” White said. “At the same time, 
we've got power between the tackles. 

It makes us a very diverse backfield.” 

The quarterbacks must improve 
after UW ranked last in the Big Ten in 
passing last year. Sophomore Joel Stave 
took over in the fourth game and held 
the job until breaking a collarbone five 
weeks later. 


“James White 


Senior Curt Phillips, who was granted 
a sixth year by the NCAA, started the 
final five games, failing to throw for 100 
yards in three of them. His late inter- 
ception in the 20-14 loss to Stanford in 
the Rose Bowl killed a potential game- 
winning drive. 

Highly regarded junior college trans- 
fer Tanner McEvoy, a dynamic runner 
with a funky throwing motion, joins 
the fray in the fall. 

The Badgers have struggled to find 
help for No. 1 receiver Jared Abbrederis, 
who caught 49 passes for 837 yards and 
five scores as a junior, earning first-team 
All-Big Ten honors. 

If nobody emerges, they will compen- 
sate with a deep group of tight ends, led 
by senior Jacob Pedersen, named the Big 
Ten’s best last year. 


DEFENSE 


The biggest changes will be on de- 


fense, where the Badgers are playing an 
aggressive, blitzing 3-4 scheme, while 
also playing some four-man fronts. 
That’s a big departure from the bend- 
but-don’t-break style of recent years. 

“It used to be, we kind of molded 
to what offenses did,” senior defen- 
sive end Ethan Hemer said. “Now, 
offenses have to mold to what we do. 
Way more aggressive. I really enjoy 
the attack mindset.” 

Several projected starters missed the 
spring while returning from surgeries, 
including three key seniors — nose 
tackle Beau Allen (ankle), inside line- 
backer Ethan Armstrong (shoulder) and 
outside linebacker Brendan Kelly (hip). 

The 333-pound Allen is vital to the 
new defense. The focus is on making 
plays go laterally and that starts with an 
immovable force in the middle. 

“I always played right over the ball 
in high school and that’s always what 
I was good at,” Allen said. “I’m happy 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Joel Stave* So. Best passing option, but battle continues. Curt Phillips, Sr. 

RB James White Sr. Two starts and 2,571 career rushing yards. Melvin Gordon, So. 
FB Derek Watt So. Moved from linebacker in 2012 fall camp. Kevin MacCudden, So. 
WR Jared Abbrederis* Sr. Tops in FBS with 17.1 yards per catch in ‘12. Kenzel Doe, Jr. 

WR Jordan Fredrick So. Long catch of 20 yards last season. A.J. Jordan, So. 

TE Jacob Pedersen* Sr. __ Red-zone weapon with 14 career TDs. Brian Wozniak, Sr. 
LT __ Ryan Groy* Sr. Made starts at left tackle, left quard, center. Tyler Marz, So. 

LG Zac Matthias Sr.__ Has recovered from back surgery. Ray Ball, So. 

C Dan Voltz Fr. Redshirt enrolled early in January 2012. Dallas Lewallen, Jr. 
RG __ Kyle Costigan* Jr. __ Played through painful knee injury in 2012. Jake Meador, Fr. 


RT _ Rob Havenstein* 


PK Kyle French* 
“Returning Starter 


STARTER 


Jr. 
Jr. 


One of two OLs to start every game last year. 
Connected on 13 of 21 career field goal tries. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


COMMENT 


Walker Williams, Fr. 
Jack Russell, So. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE —_ Ethan Hemer* Former walk-on has made 33 career starts. Konrad Zagzebski, Jr. 
NT Beau Allen* Sr. Big fella anchors run defense at 333 pounds. Warren Herring, Jr. 
DE Pat Muldoon* Sr. Slowed by cast on hand last season. Jake Keefer, So. 

LB Brendan Kelly Sr. __ Granted sixth year after groin injuries. Vince Biegel, Fr. 

LB Chris Borland* Sr. Team's top playmaker with 41.5 career TFLs. Marcus Trotter, Jr. 
LB Ethan Armstrong* Sr. __ Sat out last two springs with injuries. Conor O'Neill, Sr. 
LB Tyler Dippel Sr. _ Tied for team lead with five sacks in 2012. Joe Schobert, So. 
CB Peniel Jean Jr. __ Limited to five games by broken foot last year. Sojourn Shelton, Fr. 
CB Darius Hillary So. His one start is the only one among corners. Hugs Etienne, Fr. 
SS Dezmen Southward* Sr. Budding star has off-the-charts athleticism. Donnell Vercher, Jr. 
FS _ Reggie Mitchell Fr. __ Former prep QB was at corner last season. Michael Trotter, Jr. 
P Drew Meyer So. _His 41.5 avg. was seventh among freshmen punters. _Brett Nethery, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 
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defense. Bret Bielema : 


tried to bring James 
down to Arkansas, 
but the in-state star 


decided to stay home. : 


fall, and his combina- 
tion of size, speed, 
and arm strength 
could give him an 


edge if he picks up the : 


S RECRUITING 20 


make an impact at 
wide receiver, and 
Wheelwright will be 
given a lot of chances 
to make an impact 
this fall. 


=. 

g 

= 

LL 

© alec James Tanner McEvoy Rob Wheelwright 
(4) James might need a Gary Andersen wants Wheelwright might 
CL redshirt year to fill his quarterbacks to be not be the top pros- 
LL out, but he’s an SEC- dual-threats, and pect in Wisconsin's 
=> caliber athlete that : McEvoy fits that bill. class, but he might 
oO should be a prefect fit H He'll jump right in and have the best chance 
(3) asan outside line- > compete with the to play as a freshman. 
= backer in Gary other quarterbacks for The Badgers are look- 
iu Andersen's 3-4 the starting job this ing for anyone to 

= 

© 


He'll contribute on the : 
field soon. 3 


Offense quickly. 


Pos Ht Wi Stars Hometown 


Hayden Biegel OL 66 240 ©©© — Wisconsin Rapids, Wi — Wisconsin Rapids Lincoln 
Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com...Chose Wisconsin over 
offers from lowa, Illinois, and Mich. State...Younger brother of Badgers linebacker 
Vince Biegel...Committed on June 17...Recruited by Ben Strickland. 


Keelon Brookins DB 511 201 ©0060 Oakdale, MN Tartan 
Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Minnesota by Rivals.com. ..Rated the No. 30 cornerback 
by Rivals.com...Chose Wisconsin over Minnesota...Committed on July 25...Enrolled 
in January...Recruited by Ben Strickland. 


Corey Clement RB 5-11 205 OOOO  Glasshoro, NJ Glassboro 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 7 prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com...Rated 
the No. 17 running back by Rivals.com...Chose Wisconsin over offers from Florida 
State, Notre Dame and Ohio State...Committed on November 2...Recruited by Thomas 
Hammock. 


Garret Dooley 1B 62 215 OOO Rochester, IL Rochester 
Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated the No. 25 linebacker by 
Rivals.com...Chose Wisconsin over offers from Illinois, Indiana and Vanderbilt... 
Committed on February 27...Recruited by Dave Aranda. 


Matt Hubley 1B 61 25 OO Waukesha, WI Catholic Memorial 


Also played running back in high school...Chose Wisconsin over lowa State, 
Minnesota and Northwestern...Committed on October 23...Recruited by Ben 
Strickland. 


Leon Jacobs B 64 20 oO Santa Clarita, CA Golden Valley 
One of Gary Andersen's first commitments...Chose Wisconsin over offers from Air 
Force, Navy and Nevada...Committed on January 26...Recruited by Dave Aranda. 


Alec James DE 6-4 ooo Brookfield, WI Brookfield East 
Ranked the No. 2 prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com...Ranked the No. 18 weakside 
defensive end nationally...Chose Wisconsin over offers from Clemson, Notre Dame 
and Oregon...Committed on August 16...Recruited by Ben Strickland. 


Jack Keeler OL 67 28 O66 _ Barngton, iL Barrington 
Ranked the No. 8 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Ranked the No. 29 offensive 
tackle nationally...chose Wisconsin over offers from Nebraska, Oklahoma and 
Tennessee...Committed on May 3...From same high school as Badgers center Dan 
Voltz...Recruited by Thomas Hammock and Bill Busch. 


Tanner McEvoy 0 65 2155 oo°o Yuma, AZ Arizona Westem C.C. 
Junior college player...Threw for 1,813 yards and 24 touchdowns...Former South 
Carolina player...Chose Wisconsin over offers from Florida, Oregon, Texas and West 
Virginia...Committed on February 4...Recruited by Andy Ludwig. 


Committments 
Average Stars 


66666 
OGOGS 
66666 
66006 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 57 Big Ten: 11 
The Badgers caught 
many people off 
guard when they 
picked up a commit- = 
ment from 201 4 NEEDS: The Badgers are thin- 


ner on the offensive line than you'd expect. Andersen 
wants to have 15 scholarship linemen on the roster, 
so they should try to pick up about four linemen this 
year. The switch to a 3-4 defense also requires them 
to sign a few more players who can stick at nose tack- 
le or as 3-4 defensive ends, and they'll need to look 
for different types of players to play outside lineback- 
er. Wide receiver is still a big need, and they need to 
recruit a dual-threat quarterback. 

— John Veldhuis, BadgerBlitz.com/Rivals.com 


Washington close 
to Signing Day. 
Washington is very 
quick but very raw, 
and if he develops 
how they want him 
to he could be a 
good fit for what the 
Badgers are looking 
for at cornerback. 


Pos Hi Wt = Stars Hometown 


Matt Miller Oo 65 20 O09 Perrysburg, OH St John's 
Ranked the No. 55 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Ranked the No. 39 offensive guard 
nationally...Chose Wisconsin over offers from Miami, Michigan State, and Purdue... 
Committed on June 27...Recruited by Thomas Hammock and T.J. Woods. 


Chikwe Obasih DE 63 23] O&O0© Brookield, Wi Central 
Ranked the No. 1 prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com...Ranked the No. 13 weakside 
defensive end nationally...Cchose Wisconsin over offers from California, lowa and 
Mississippi...Committed on April 29...Recruited by Ben Strickland. 


Jazz Peavy WR &1 175 OOC — Kenosha, Wi Kenosha Tremper 
Ranked the No. 11 prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com...Had 25 catches for 439 
yards as a junior in 2011...Chose Wisconsin over offers from Minnesota and 
Wyoming...Committed on June 17...Recruited by Ben Strickland. 


Sojoum Shelion DB 59 162 O©&© = Plantation, FL Plantation 
Ranked the No. 70 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated the No. 46 cornerback 
nationally...Chose Wisconsin over offers from Florida State, Nebraska and South 
Carolina...Originally committed to Florida State...Committed on October 10... 
Recruited by Ben Strickland and Bill Busch. 


Donnell Vercher 08 6&2 20 O00 Fresno, CA 

Junior college player...Had 41 tackles and three interceptions in 2011... 
Wisconsin over offers from Fresno State, Oregon State and Syracuse...Committed on 
February 5...Recruited by Dave Aranda. 


Jakarrie Washington DB 5-11 177 O© 
Clocked with a 4.41-second 40-yard dash...Helped Everett to a Division 1A state 
title...Wisconsin was his only FBS offer...Committed on January 24...Recruited by 
Bill Busch. 


Everett, NIA Everelt 


Td. Watt T 64 2155 900 Pewaukee, WI Pewaukee 
Ranked the No. 9 prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com...Chose Wisconsin over offers 
from Minnesota and Northern Illinois...Committed on April 1...Recruited by Ben 
Strickland... Youngest brother of Houston Texans’ DE J.J. Watt. 


Rob Wheelwright WR 63 18 OOO Columbus, OH Walnut Ridge 
Ranked the No. 21 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated the No. 49 wide receiver 
nationally...Chose Wisconsin over offers from Michigan, Nebraska and West Virginia... 
Committed on April 29...Recruited by Thomas Hammock. 
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BADGERS SPRING ROSTER 


4 Jared Abbrederis WR 6-2 1 


Hometown 


Wautoma 


No. Name 


73 Dallas Lewallen 


Pos. HE Wt Cl, 


OL 66 318 Jr 


Hometown 


Berlin 


89 James Adeyanju _ 
96 Beau Allen 


Dee 
DL 63 


Chicago, IL_ 
St.__Minnetonka, MN 


36 Ethan Armstrong 


LB 6-2 


Se_ Ottawa, IL 


15__ Thad Armstrong 


QB 6-5 


Fr Ottawa, IL 


48 Sem Ameson 
7_ Brett Amold 
TV Ray Ball 


47 Vince Bioge 


Te 6-4 
wR 5-11 
ou 


1B 63 


6-7 327 So, 


18 Lance Baretz WR 5-11 196 So. 


230 


255. Merrill 


Sarl 
_Golumbus, OH 

Franklin 
Fr, Wisconsin Rapids 


Chris Borland 


LB 5-11 


248 


Sr. Kettering, OH 


Keelon Brookins 


OB 5-11 


201 


Fr St. Paul, MN 


Jon Budmayr 


QB 6-0 


195 


Sr. Woodstock, IL 


Sherard Cadogan 


LB 6-3 


233 


Jr. Washington Township, NJ 


Michael Caputo 


OB 6-1 


198 


So, Imperial, PA 


Kyle Costigan 


OL 64 


304 


Wind Lake 


Connor Cummins 


WR 6-1 


192 


Kettering, OH 


Brock DeCicco 


TE 6-5 


Jefferson Hills, PA 


Trent Denlinger 


OL 6-6 


Fr. Cuba City” 


Tyler Dippel 


OL 6-4 


Slinger 


Kenzel Doe 


WR 5-8 


Jt. Reidsville, NC 


Jeff Duckworth 


Sr. Cincinnati, OH 


30_Alex Erickson 

19 Hugs Etienne 

29 _ Terrance Floyd 

9 _ Jordan Fredrick 
94 Kyle French _ 
32 Devin Gaulden 


Fr, Darlington 


0B 


an Se 
5-10 186 Jr 


Fr. Fort Lauderdale, Fi. 


22 _Jeftrey Lewis _ 
16 Reggie Love 


RB 6-2 211 Jn 
WR 6-3 


Brookfield. 


209 So, Boynton Beach, FL 


37 Kevin MacCudden 


FR 5-11 225 dn 


Waukesha 


84 Austin Maly 


6-5 239 So, 


Waunakee 


61 Tyler Marz 


OL 6-7 318 So, 


Springfield, MN 


87 Marquis Mason 


WR 6-4 228 Jt. 


_ Madison 


75_Zac Matthias _OL_6-5 323 Sr 


56 James McGuire 


LS 6-1 214 Jr 


_—_ Hemlock Mi 
St. Paul, MN 


57 Jake Meador 


OL 67 32 FF. 


Whiteland, IN 


90_Drew Meyer 
26 Regge Mito 


P62 162 So._ 
DB 6-0 183 Fr. 


Hartland 
Pittsburgh, PA 


92 Pat Muldoon 


OL 6-3 258 Sr 


Mason, OH 


28 Leo Musso 


DOB 5-10 195 Fr. 


Waunakee 


91_ Brett Nethery 


6 _Danny O'Brien 


P62 195 Fr 
OL 6-4 280 Jr 


QB 6-3 228 Sr 


Greendale. 
Oregon 
Kernersville, NC 


13 Conor O'Neill 


LB 6-0 St 


Delray Beach, FL_ 


18 Dare Ogunbowale 


DB 5-11 Fr. 


Milwaukee 


48 Jacob Pedersen 


TE 6-4 Sr. 


Menominee, MI 


40 Curt Phillips 
23 Jerry Ponio 


8 68" 


215 ‘St 
DB 6-1 


46 Jake Rademacher 


1B 6-2 233 Fr. 


1988 Se 


__Kingsport, TH 
Chicago, 
Wales | 


57 Ben Ruechel 


LB 61 226 Jr, 


___ Oconto 


__ Madison 
Menomonee Falls_ 


17_ Jack Russell 
98 Stephen Salata 


K 6-0 172 So. 
6-1 


197 So. 


Waunakee 


Buffalo Grove, Ik 


__ Miramar, FL 


77 Bryce Gilbert 


‘OL 64 


307 


Jr. Brookfield 


95_Arthur Goldberg _ 


OL 


6-3 282 Fr._MountLebanon, PA. 


25 Melvin Gordon 


7a Ryan Grey 
14 _ Nate Hammon 
89 Chase Hammond 


Ol__65 31 


DB 
WR 


fe 
Jr. 


Kenosha 


pS. iat 


Mion. 
Youngstown, OH 


50 Josh Harrison 


OL 


Jr. — Huber Heights, OH 


78 Rob Havenstein 


OL 


Jr. Mount Airy, MD 


41 Jesse Hayes __ 
87 _ Ethan Hemer 


45_ Warren Herring. 


OL 


So. Cincinnati, OH 


DL 


OL 


S.___Meord 


Jt_Fairiew Heights, 


52_ Nick Hill 


_|8 


Sr. Texarkana, TX 


5 Darius Hilary 


13 _ Bart Houston 


5-11 187 So. 


QB 


G4) 210" Fr. 


Dubin, CA 


23,_Vonte Jackson 
21 Peniel Jean 


60 190 
5-11 108 J 


Kenosha 
West Palm Beach, FL 


1 AJ. Jordan 


93 Jake Keefer 


OL 


WR 
6-3 


6-0 180 So. 
254 


Dayton, OH. 
So, 


97 Brendan Kelly 


6-6 


Sr. Eden Prairie, MN 


11 Chase Knox 


Fr. San Diego, CA 


Jt. Green Bay 


12 Matt Salerno 


6-2 193 Fr. 


Chatfield, MN 


94 Logan Schmidt 


6-5 273 Fr. 


Gotham 


42_ Joe Schobert 


62 223 So. 


Waukesha 


22 Sojourn Shelton 


5-9 162) Fr 


Ft. Lauderdale, FL 


12 Dezmen Southward DB 


2 Joel Stave 


38_Eric Steffes 


TE 6-3 254 Fr 


QB 65 227 So. 


___ Greenfield 
Mount Calvary 


82_ Jake Stengel 


WR 63 


198 So, 


__ Sheboygan _ 


26 Derek Straus 
46_ Austin Traylor 


RB 6-0 234 So, 
TE 243 So, 


Waunakee 
Columbus, OH 


59 Marcus Trotter 


it} 236 Jr. 


_ Racine 


43. Michael Trotter 


DB 210 Jr. 


__Racine_ 


60 Connor Udethoven 


Ls 23 Ft. 


St.Paul, MI 


70 Dan Voltz 


OL 310) Fr 


Barrington, IL 


42 Alex Walker 


TE 232 Fr. 


Glendale 


34 Derek Watt 


FB 230 So. 


Pewaukee 


20 James White 


8 _ Isaiah Williams 


WA 6-1 


62. Walker Williams 


OL 67 


85 Brian Wozniak 


TE 6-4 


—_ Wan, Fs 
Tacoma, WA. 
Loveland, OH 


91 Konrad Zagzebski 


DL 63 


_Weston_ 


56 _ Riki Kodanko 
30 Derek Landisch 


Je Nashotah 
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GP Effic 
ASSIN J, Stave 8 148.3 
2 EASSENG D. O’Brien 7 120.7 
ha EP No. 
in J.Abbrederis 13 49 
RECEIVING J, Pedersen 14 «(27 
S| J. Fredrick 44417 
<t BP Att. 
= M. Ball 14 356 
J) RUSHING J. White 14 125 
_ M, Gordon 14 «62 
Q 
= DEF. LEADERS 


27 KyleZuleger RBS -11 188 Sr. 


Appleton 


Cmp Att Int Pct Yards TD Long Avg/G 
70 119 3 588 1104 6 62 138.0 
52 86 1 605 523 3 53 74.7 

Yards Avg TD Long Avg/G 

837 17.1 5 60 64.4 

355 13.1 4 31 (25.4 

196 11.5 1 20 14.0 

Gain Loss Wet Avg TD Long Avg/G 

1909 79 1830 5.1 22. «67 «130.7 

840 34 806 64 12 69 57.6 

643. 22 621 10.0 3 60 444 


Sacks: B. Kelly 5, T. Dippel 5, C. Borland 4.5 
Interceptions: D. Smith 4, four tied with 1 


Tackles for loss: M. Taylor 15, C. Borland 10, D. Gilbert 9.5 


NOTEBOOK 


he transition under new coach Gary Andersen 

was helped when he brought three assistants with 
him from Utah State — defensive coordinator Dave 
Aranda, safeties coach Bill Busch and offensive line 
coach T.J. Woods. 

Andersen loves to switch things up and go off the 
script during practices to see how both players and 
assistants react. 

“It’s a great advantage with the people that have 
been with me a number of years, even if it was just 
one year, in the case of Dave Aranda,” Andersen said. 

¢ At the end of spring, the roster featured 23 
seniors, including 19 in their fifth years and two in 
their sixth — quarterback Curt Phillips and outside 
linebacker Brendan Kelly were both granted another 
year by the NCAA after losing two seasons each to 
injuries. A total of 41 players started at least one 
game for the Badgers in 2012, and 32 are expected 
to return for the 2013 season. 

¢ With no second receiver stepping up behind 
senior Jared Abbrederis, look for the offense to uti- 
lize extra tight ends in a variety of ways. The Badgers 
think they have four strong tight ends in seniors 
Jacob Pedersen, Brian Wozniak and Brock 
DeCicco, as well as junior Sam Arneson. 

DeCicco, a transfer from Pittsburgh, was one of the 
surprises of spring when the offense used a lot of 
triple tight end formations. But Andersen said that 
doesn’t mean a steady diet of bunched formations. 

“We can still spread it,” Andersen said. “Our tight 
ends are skilled, they run well. They're athletic 
enough to get out in space and cause some mis- 
matches in space.” 

e Wisconsin hasn't signed many junior college 
transfers in the past, but that’s changing under 
Andersen, who signed two — quarterback Tanner 
McEvoy and safety Donnell Vercher. 

In his previous four years at Utah State, Andersen 
relied heavily on junior college transfers to rebuild 
what was one of the worst programs at the FBS level 
when he arrived. 

“Junior colleges are important,” Andersen said. 
“We all have a past on the staff as far as recruiting 
junior college players and we'll do our best to pick the 
right ones.” 


AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 


“The general takeaway this spring is that Gary 
Anderson is a veteran head coach. He knows 
exactly what he wants to do. He has a plan for 
everything, and he’s very methodical in his imple- 
mentation of that plan. 

“Offensively, they're going to start where they 
finished under Bret Bielema. | do think they will 
evolve somewhat, depending on their personnel. 
Andy Ludwig, their offensive coordinator, is a vet- 
eran guy who has done a lot of different things. He 
will adjust his offense to his personnel. Defensively, 
it looks like they're going to be much more multiple 
than they were a year ago. 

“| think the face of Wisconsin recruiting can 
change, by getting involved in more of the elite 
recruiting battles. That's where they belong.” 

— Gerry DiNardo of the Big Ten Network 
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to be playing as close to the ball as pos- 
sible. It’s a role I relish.” 

Losing senior outside linebacker Da- 
vid Gilbert was a big blow since he was 
expected to be one of the top pass rush- 
ers. He announced his college career is 
done due to recurring foot injuries. 

Kelly and senior Tyler Dippel, who 
missed most of the spring with a shoul- 
der injury, topped the defense last season 
with five sacks each. Both are going from 
defensive end to outside linebacker. 


2010 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 41.5 
Rushing 245.7 
Passing 199.5 
Total 445.2 


OFFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


44.4 
235.6 
234.3 
469.9 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
20.5 
127.9 
193.9 
321.8 


19.0 
152.8 
163.6 
316.4 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Pass 
Total 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+14 + 1.08 6 +16 +1.14 
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2011 RANKINGS 


PERGAME RANK 


DEFENSE PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


With so many players out in the spring, 
two young players stood out at outside 
linebacker, sophomore Joe Schobert and 
redshirt freshman Vince Biegel. 

Senior Chris Borland, on the other 
hand, got the most snaps he has ever 
had in the spring. He’s transitioning 
from middle to inside linebacker, but 
will continue to be the heart of the de- 
fense. He’s a two-time first-team All-Big 
Ten selection, with 308 tackles, 13 sacks 
and 13 forced fumbles in his career. 

The question mark is in the second- 
ary where senior strong safety Dezmen 
Southward is the only returning starter. 
He will line up all over, moving to 
nickel in passing situations, where he 
will be able to blitz. 

The biggest transition of any posi- 
tion group on the team is cornerback, 
Andersen said, because they're adapting 
to press-man coverage. Junior Peniel 


Jean and sophomore Darius Hillary, the 


projected starters, each spent a season 
as the nickel back. 

“This scheme allows us to be in the 
receivers’ faces more, because we’re 
relying on the pressure,” Jean said. 

“Tt’s not like we're going to be covering 
somebody for 10 seconds. They’re only 
asking for three seconds, four seconds.” 

With as many as eight senior starters, 
this has the makings of a formidable 
defense — if the secondary holds up. 

“T really like our scheme and what 
we've got going right now,” Hemer said. 
“T think we have the makings to be 
a pretty special group.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Badgers made big improvement 
on special teams in 2012, ranking in the 
top half of the Big Ten in the four major 
areas and near the top in kickoff cover- 
age (second), kickoff returns (third) and 
net punting (tied for third). 


2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
6 Scoring 29.6 

11 Rushing 236.4 

61 Passing 156.9 

14 Total 393.3 


DEFENSE 
13 Scoring 
60 Rushing 

4 Passing 


15 Total 322.6 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
4 +3 +0.21 48 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100) | 


BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


LB Chris Borland 
Moving from middle line- 
backer in a 4-3 to inside line- 

backer in a 3-4 should not 
affect his impact, with 308 
tackles, 41.5 TFLs, 13 sacks 
and 13 forced fumbles in his 
career. ... Had his healthiest 
spring after being slowed by 
shoulder and hamstring inju- 
ries in past years. ... Got engulfed by big tackles at times 
as edge rusher, so coaches will scheme to get him 
matched up on backs. 


EMERGING STAR 
SS Dezmen Southward 


Extremely raw when he 
arrived after only one year of 
high school football. ... One of 
best athletes on team, con- 
centrated on basketball grow- 
ing up. ... Has made 17 starts, 
including 14 at free safety last 
year. ...Fourth on team last 
season with 69 tackles. ... 
Only returning starter in secondary. ... Will move to 
nickel back in passing situations, where he can be 
used as a blitzer. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


QB Tanner McEvoy 

Dual threat who threw for 
1,813 yards and 24 touch- 
downs, while running for 252 
yards and three scores for 
Arizona Western College last 
season. ... Picked UW over 
Florida, Oregon and West 
Virginia. ... Spent redshirt year 
at South Carolina before 
transferring. ... Played wide receiver before moving to 
quarterback as a senior and throwing for 2,264 yards 
and 32 TDs, while running for 1,196 yards and 14 TDs, 
at New Jersey's Bergen Catholic. 


RESULTS 
8-6, 5-4 
NORTHERN IOWA 
at Oregon State 
UTAH STATE 
UTEP 
at Nebraska 
ILLINOIS 
at Purdue 
MINNESOTA 
MICHIGAN STATE (OT) 
at Indiana 
OHIO STATE (OT) 
at Penn State (OT) 
Big Ten Championship 
vs. Nebraska 
Rose Bowl 
vs. Stanford 


26-21 

7-10 
16-14 
37-26 
27-30 
31-14 
38-14 
38-13 
13-16 
62-14 
14-21 
21-24 


Te a ae ae ae ee oie 


= 


70-31 


14-20 
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PLAYER PROFILE 


Gordon Primed To 
Emerge as Next Star 


Vee Gordon made the most of limited 
opportunities last season. 

As the No. 3 tailback behind Montee Ball and 
James White, Gordon had just 62 carries, but 
averaged an eye-popping 10.0 yards, which led 
the nation. He topped that against Nebraska in 
the Big Ten Conference Championship Game 
with nine carries for 216 yards, an average of 24 
yards per carry. 

Gordon, a speedy sophomore, spent most of 
last season lining up in the slot, going in motion 
as a decoy, or running speed sweeps. Now, he 
wants more. 

“It helped the team and | knew my role,” he 
said. “But | came here to play running back.” 

Ball set a school record as a senior with 356 car- 
ries while winning the Doak Walker Award as the 
nation’s best back. Those are big shoes to fill, but 
even Ball acknowledged Gordon is more talented. 

“I'll be quick to say, he has all of the abilities 
to be a great running back — way better than 
me,” Ball said. 

UW fans have been clamoring for more of 
Gordon (6-1, 203 pounds) since he arrived. 


= 


e( Melvin Gordon 
Photo by John Pyle 
ae 


through a revelation at midseason. 


“You kind of get discouraged at times, when : 
you've got Montee and James in front of you,” 
Gordon said. “You practice hard and you don’t : 
: on the schedule for the first time since 
“You've got to sit back and wait your turn, : 2010, and the Badgers go to Ohio State 
After a while, | just kind of said, ‘Forget it, it’ } OP Sept: 28. 
be me soon. | just have to prep myself and get ; 


my mind right.’ | started practicing hard and it : 


see anything good come out of it. 


started paying off.” 


Gordon may not even go into the season as 
the starter. White, a senior, comes in with a 6.1- 


yard average on 2,571 career yards. 


While Gordon had nine runs of 20-plus yards, 
he must show he can pick up the tough yards : 
inside. He impressed the coaches in the spring : 


by playing through an ankle sprain. 


Ball didn't put everything together until his : 
final two years, becoming one of the most com- : 
plete backs in school history. Running backs : 
coach Thomas Hammock's message to Gordon : 


is, “Why wait?” 


“He had to make up his mind to be a leader of 
a program ... week in and week out,” Hammock : 
said. “There are going to be nicks but your team : 
is depending on you to help it win a game. That’s : 
the commitment level that he needs to continue : 


to show.” 


The problem was field goals; Kyle 
French and Jack Russell combined to 
make 10 of 18 attempts (55.6 percent), 
which was last in the conference. 

French, a junior, had a solid spring 


? and should benefit from new special 

? teams coach Jeff Genyk, who was a 

; quarterback and punter during his 

: playing days at Bowling Green State. 

; Genyk, a former head coach at Eastern 
? Michigan, is known for the work he 

: did with the punters and kickers at 

: California. 


“He's great at the mental side of kicking 


: and I think that’s where I really needed 
; the most work,” French said. “He's helped 
? me out tremendously already.” 


Wisconsin opens the Big Ten season 


: against Purdue at home on Sept. 21, 
: a week before the rest of the conference. 


That was done to accommodate 


: playing a non-conference game against 

: Brigham Young on Nov. 9 in the heart 

? of the Big Ten schedule. Former coach 

: Bret Bielema copied that idea from the 

: Southeastern Conference, which plays a 
: few early league games while sprinkling 
? in non-conference matchups later in 


But first, he had to learn how to practice, going : the season. 


Going on the road to Arizona State 
and facing BYU at home gives the Bad- 
gers two challenging non-conference 
games. Iowa and Northwestern are back 


— Tom Mulhern 


Aug. 31 MASSACHUSETTS 1-11 
Sept.7 | TENNESSEE TECH 3-8 
Sept.14 at Arizona State 8-5 
Sept. 21 PURDUE 6-7 
Sept. 28 at Ohio State 12-0 
Oct. 12 NORTHWESTERN 10-3 
Oct. 19 at Illinois 2-10 
Nov. 2 at lowa 4-8 
Nov. 9 BYU 8-5 
Nov. 16 INDIANA 4-8 
Nov. 23 at Minnesota 6-7 
Nov. 30 PENN STATE 8-4 
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Bae 


Ar MAC rank: 3 Record: 9-4 


Tyler Tettleton 


“Offensively, we have the ability to put 
avery good football team on the field.” 
— Coach Frank Solich 


BOBCATS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Frank Solich — At Ohio; 59-44, 8 years; overall: 117-63, 
14 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Tim Albin, Gerry Gdowski 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jimmy Burrow 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1968 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2008 
RETURNING STARTERS: 9; 6 offense, 2 defense, punter 


ankenship, 
WR Chase Cochran, OT John Prior, LB Keith Moore, CB Travis 
Carrie, CB Jamil Shaw 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The teams building much-needed 
depth after several younger players received valuable playing 
time last year and during spring practices due to the slew of inju- 
ties. Tettleton's leadership and experience can guide the offense 
through some rough spots. The secondary is vastly improved with 
Carrie and Shaw returning to action. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The injuries, again. The adjustment 
period, both offensively and defensively, might take a few games. 
The offensive line has to come together, and there are some 
trouble areas along the front seven on defense, with several new- 
comers filling slots along the defensive line. 


OFFENSE 


Ohio’s promising start last season — 7-0 includ- 
ing a win at Penn State — came crumbling down 
due to a plethora of injuries, mostly on offense. 

The Bobcats sustained serious injuries at offensive 
line, running back, wide receiver, and even quarter- 
back Tyler Tettleton suffered an abdomen injury. The 
Bobcats had several key players miss spring practice 
due to injuries or recovering from surgeries. 

The Bobcats still managed to average 31,7 points 
last season despite all their injuries. Tettleton’s 


OHIO | BOBCATS 


MAC record: 4-4 (3rd, East) 


numbers dropped somewhat last season — 2,844 
passing yards, 244 rushing yards — but the senior 
remains one of the best quarterbacks in an 
offensive-based conference. 

Beau Blankenship and Ryan Boykin form a solid 
duo at running back. Blankenship, who ran for 1,604 
yards last season, won't have to shoulder as heavy a 
load this season with Boykin back from a knee injury. 

The line developed depth due to all the injuries 
and is expected to be a strength. Ohio coach Frank 
Solich gushes about the athleticism and number of 
quality players at wide receivers, with Donte Foster 
and Chase Cochran headlining the returnees. 


DEFENSE 

The Bobcats lost the majority of their front seven 
from last season. Solich must rely on a strong 
group of incoming defensive linemen to shore up 
the depth and play key minutes. That could be a 
concern if some first-year players aren’t ready for 
heavy playing time. 

Senior linebacker Keith Moore, who had a team- 
high 98 tackles last season, can shift between any 
of the three linebacker spots. The Bobcats are thin 
in experience and talent at linebacker, but the deep 
secondary might fill the difference. 

Senior cornerback Travis Carrie, who missed all 
of last season, is a difference-maker. Carrie pos- 
sesses next-level talent and combines with junior 
Jamil Shaw, who suffered a season-ending injury in 
the opener at Penn State, to form a solid duo. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Bobeats will miss the steady leg of kicker 
Matt Weller, a second-team All-MAC selection the 
last two years. Oklahoma State transfer Matt Green, 
if eligible, is likely to inherit the kicking role. 
Sophomore punter Grant Venham is coming off a 
solid season. Travis Carrie’s return also makes a big 
difference in special teams, becoming a weapon at 
punt returner with his flashy moves. 


OVERVIEW 

The Bobcats took a step back last season after in- 
juries derailed a solid start. The 2013 season hinges 
on how those players bounce back. Solich was 
forced to hold a scaled-back spring game because 
29 players weren't able to play. 

The Bobcats, if close to full strength, should be 
in the mix for the MAC East Division title. Tettleton 
headlines one of the best offensive units in several 
years. The offense might even put up some MACtion 
numbers in 2013. The Bobcats have a relatively easy 
schedule that could translate into a 10-plus win season. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


' DE Tarrell Basham: Solich expects big things 
from the talented freshman from Hargrave 
Military Academy. Basham has a high upside, and 
the coaching staff likes his athletic ability and 
size (6-4, 248), with the potential to add quality 
weight without sacrificing speed. 


2013 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2012 RESULTS 2013 SCHEDULE 


ee rt eae ae ee ee ae aes, 


2012 RANKINGS 


Ryan McGrath* 


DE N/A 
oT 


LB 
cB 
cB 
ss 
FS 


Tyree Graves 
Brandon Purdum 
Antwan Crutcher 
Nic Barber 

Keith Moore* 
Ben Russell 
AJ.Grady 

Jamil Shaw 
Travis Carrie 
Josh Kristoff* 
Xavier Hughes 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 46 
P 48 


Matt Green 
Grant Venham* 


*Returning starter 


Aug. 31 
Sept.7 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 21 
Oct.5 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 26 


Nov. 5 

Nov. 12 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 29 


= 


OFFENSE 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


+15 


By Bob Narang 


at Louisville 


NORTH TEXAS 


MARSHALL 


AUSTIN PEAY 


at Akron 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Eastern Michigan 


MIAMI (OH) 
at Buffalo 


at Bowling Green 


KENT STATE 


MASSACHUSETTS 


at Penn State 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
at Marshall 
NORFOLK STATE 
at UMass 
BUFFALO 
AKRON 
at Miami 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
BOWLING GREEN 
at Ball State 
at Kent State 
Independence Bowl 
vs. ULM 


PER GAME 
37 
203.3 
241.5 
444.8 


PER GAME 
24.8 
159.4 
229.0 
388.4 


PER GAME 
+115 


24-14 

51-24 

27-24 
44-10 
37-34 
38-31 

34-28 
20-23 
45-14 

14-26 

27-52 

6-28 


45-14 


RANK 
42 
27 
53 
33 


RANK 
46 
59 
55 
55 


RANK 
7 


2013 www.lindyssports.com 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 187 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chuck Martin 


AT A GLANCE 


2012: 
12-1, Independent 


COACH: 
Brian Kelly — At Notre Dame: 28-11, 3 years; 
overall: 199-68-2, 22 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
14, 5 offense, 8 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Everett Golson, RB George Atkinson Ill, 
TE Troy Niklas, RB-WR Amir Carlisle, 

LT Zack Martin, NG Louis Nix Ill, 

DE Stephon Tuitt, LB Jarrett Grace 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

Notre Dame returns the bulk of a dominant 
defense in 2013, including two anchors from 
its defensive line in Nix and Tuitt. Golson has 
a year of experience under his belt leading the 
offense, and will be playing behind an offen- 
sive line that returns three starters. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The Irish will be looking for players to step up 
in the backfield after losing its top two rush- 
ers. The offense also loses record-breaking 
TE Tyler Eifert. On defense, the Irish will have 
to fill the gaping hole left behind by middle 
linebacker and Heisman Trophy runner-up 
Manti Te’o. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB Theo Riddick, RB Cierre Wood, 

TE Tyler Eifert, C Braxston Cave, 

DE Kapron Lewis-Moore, LB Manti Te’o, 
S Zeke Motta 


OVERVIEW: The Fighting Irish return 
many of the key pieces that took them to the 
BCS Championship Game last year, especially 
on a defense that was among the best in the 
nation. But the departures of several essential 
pieces to last year’s success mean younger 
players will have to step up if the team is to 
stay in the mix for the title again. 


NOTRE DAME 


FIGHTINGIR 


For more coverage of the Fighting Irish, visit notredame.rivals.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bob Diaco 


ISH 


STADIUM: Notre Dame Stadium: 80,795 


Irish out to Prove Last Year’s Success Was Not a Mirage 


} J is Dame exceeded all expecta- 
tions in 2012, and it now falls 
to the 2013 squad to meet the 

new highs. 

Few if any expected last year’s squad 
to run through its brutal schedule 
undefeated and earn a berth in the BCS 
Championship Game. But while the 
Irish were outmatched against Ala- 
bama, that has done little to dampen 
hopes from a faithful fan base always 
looking for the next title from the 
historic program. 

In fact, Notre Dame finds itself in a 
relatively foreign position, trying to fig- 
ure out how to continue success rather 
than having to find it in the first place. 

Coach Brian Kelly has immediately re- 
trained the team’s focus on repeating last 
year’s success, and taking the last step of 
winning the championship game. 

“We know what it looks like now 
relative to the national championship 
game,” he said. 

A key challenge for the 2013 squad 
will be re-establishing its identity 
following the departure of the face 
and anchor of its program, linebacker 
Manti Te’o. The Heisman runner-up 
is a visible loss for the team, but the 
spine of last year’s undefeated season 
remains largely intact. 

Notre Dame’s run to the title game 
went through its stingy defense, which 
returns eight starters from a squad that 
finished the year second nationally in 
points allowed. And its offense brings 
back five starters, including quarterback 
Everett Golson, who is looking to leave 
last year’s growing pains in the dust. 

But a repeat of last year’s success will 
still rely on several players stepping up 
to fill holes left by departed players, 
most notably Mackey Award-winning 
tight end Tyler Eifert. 

Notre Dame has known far more tur- 


moil than success in recent years, dat- 
ing to Tyrone Willingham’s contentious 
firing in 2004. Under Willingham and 
Charlie Weis, the Irish had spurts where 
they found themselves near the top of 
the rankings and earning BCS berths. 

But consistent success proved elusive 
for those two coaches, ultimately lead- 
ing to their dismissal. It now falls to 
Kelly to figure out how to keep the team 
that shocked the nation last year play- 
ing at that high level, and take it one 
step further. 


OFFENSE 


All eyes will be on Golson, as he 
looks to transition from a talent to 
team leader. Kelly kept a tight leash on 
Golson in 2012, pulling him on several 
occasions when he began to struggle. 
But now, he is looking for Golson to 
master the offense, while further open- 
ing the playbook. 

“The development of Golson now 
will be consistency week in and week 
out,” said Kelly. 

As part of that, the Irish could find 
another gear, calling to mind the blaz- 
ing spread offenses Kelly employed at 
previous stops. Last season’s offense was 
more deliberate as Kelly broke in a new 
quarterback, but it’s clear he wants to be 
able to step on the gas if the situation 
calls for it. 

“1 want that as an offensive tool, that 
we can go into a game at any time and 
change how we play the game,” he said. 
“We couldn’t do that last year, and 
I believe we're close to being able to 
do that this year.” 

The biggest question is who will be 
carrying the ball out of the backfield. 

With the departures of Theo Riddick 
and Cierre Wood, Notre Dame is miss- 
ing 67 percent of its 2012 rushing total. 
Looking to fill that gap will be George 
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Everett Golson 


Photo by Joe Robbins 


Atkinson III, who will be trying to grow 
beyond the straight-ahead speedster he 
was in 2012. 

Amir Carlisle, who transferred to 
Notre Dame last year from USC, will also 
push for carries, but he has been ham- 
pered by injuries, making it unclear if he 
can get through the season unscathed. 

An experienced line will help protect 
Golson and clear the way for the new 
feature backs, as that unit looks to 
follow up on a strong 2012, when it 
helped the team average nearly five 
yards a carry. 

“If you can say who’s your best 
leader, as a group it’s that offensive 
line,” Kelly said. 

The other big hole to fill was created 
by the exit of Tyler Eifert, who left 
Notre Dame as its record-holder for 
receptions by a tight end. Troy Niklaus 
saw plenty of action in 2012, but he 
was recognized more for his blocking 
than his catching. He will need to up 


Stephon Tuitt 
Photo by AP Photo/David Durochik 
_ —- 


his productivity to be the next in a 
line of strong players at that position. 

The wide receiving corps returns 
many of the same names from last 
year’s squad, anchored by four-year 
starter TJ Jones. But the player to watch 
will be DaVaris Daniels, who surprised 
with a strong 2012 campaign that has 
many on the staff hoping for big things 
for the 6-2 junior. 

“He understands what we want from 
him because we think he can be great. 
But he’s got to move his game up to get 
there,” Kelly said. 

The Irish will still be led by Chuck 
Martin, who jumped from defense to of- 
fense when he took on the coordinator 
role before the 2012 run to the champi- 
onship game. 


DEFENSE 


Notre Dame rode to the BCS title 
game primarily on the back of its de- 
fense. Success, again, will run through 


that side of the field. 

Linebacker Manti Te’o heads to the 
San Diego Chargers, but while the de- 
fense lost its Heisman Trophy runner-up, 
it still retains many of the vital pieces 
that made it such a success in 2012. 

“It’s a very confident group of guys,” 
Kelly said. “They believe that they are 
going to be successful.” 

Defensive coordinator Bob Diaco’s 
name was tossed around a lot dur- 
ing the offseason for a number of 
head coaching gigs after he won the 
Broyles Award as the nation’s top 
assistant coach. But the team and fan 
favorite is back, and with him comes 
many key players from last year’s 
championship run. 

At the top of that list is the defen- 
sive line, which returns nose guard 
Louis Nix III and defensive end 
Stephon Tuitt, who both are All- 
American candidates. Sophomore 
Sheldon Day will move from role- 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Everett Golson* Jr. Named team’s Offensive Newcomer of the Year in 2012. Tommy Rees, Sr. 
RB George Atkinson III Jr. Speedster led 2012 backs with 7.1 yards per rush average. Amir Carlisle, Jr. 
WR TJ Jones* Sr. _ Four-year starter has emerged as a consistent playmaker. Chris Brown, So. 
WR _ DavVaris Daniels Jr. Looking to up 44.5 yards per game average in 2013. Corey Robinson, Fr. 
WR C.J. Prosise So. Converted safety caught a touchdown pass in spring game. Daniel Smith, Sr. 
TE Troy Niklaus Jr. Converted linebacker pulled in just five catches last year. Ben Koyack, Jr. 

LT Zack Martin* Sr. __ Fifth-year senior will anchor Irish offensive line. Ronnie Stanley, So. 
LG Chris Watt* Sr. __ Started 26 straight games for the Irish. Mark Harrell, So. 

C Nick Martin Jr. Handled Louis Nix well in Blue-Gold spring game. Matt Hegarty, Jr. 
RG Conor Hanratty Jr. Contributed regularly to punt team in 2012. Bruce Heggie, Sr. 
RT Christian Lombard* Sr. __ Held down position as first-year starter in 2012. Ronnie Stanley, So. 
PK Kyle Brindza* Jr. Made 74.2 percent of field goal attempts in 2012. Nick Tausch, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE — Sheldon Day So. Had 3.5 tackles for loss as regular contributor. Tony Springmann, Jr. 
NG Lowis Nix IiI* Sr. Massive anchor of defensive line has gotten even bigger. Kona Schwenke, Sr. 
DE Stephon Tuitt* Jr. All-American lineman had team-high 12 sacks in 2012. Tony Springmann, Jr. 
LB Prince Shembo* Sr. Tenacious rusher led team in quarterback hurries. Ishaq Williams, Jr. 
LB _Dan Fox* Sr. Fox and Calabrese will lend experience to the linebackers. Carlo Calabrese, Sr. 
LB Jarrett Grace Jr. Junior has big job of replacing Te’o. Kendall Moore, Sr. 
LB Danny Spond* Sr. __ Locked down outside position three games into 2012 season. _ Jaylon Smith, Fr. 

CB _Bennett Jackson* Sr. Pulled down four interceptions in 2012. Jalen Brown, JF. 

CB _KeiVarae Russell* So. Started all 13 games as true freshman in 2012. Lo Wood, Sr. 

SS Elijah Shumate So.  Highly-ranked New Jersey recruit looks to replace Zeke Motta. Nicky Baratti, So. 

FS __ Matthias Farley* Jr. Pleasant surprise looks to turn into lynchpin in 2013. Max Redfield, Fr. 

P Kyle Brindza Jr. Averaged 43.2 yards per punt in high school. Alex Wulfeck, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 
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3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Jaylon Smith 
Smith, who was Mr. 
Football in Indiana, 
was the consensus 
choice as the top 
linebacker in the 


country. He had 19.5 


tackles for loss and 
eight sacks as a 
senior. He comes to 


South Bend knowing : 


how to win champi- 
onships, having 
helped his high 
school team to four 


Greg Bryant 

Rated the nation’s 
No. 2 running back, 
the Delray Beach, 
Fla., star carried for 
1,447 yards and 17 
touchdowns as a 
senior. He also 
added three receiv- 
ing scores, After 
considering several 
other high profile 
programs late, he 
confirmed his Notre 
Dame commitment. 


Max Redfield 

A five-star All- 
American from 
Mission Viego, Calif., 
Redfield had 65 tack- 
les, four intercep- 
tions, two fumbles 


caused and four fum- 


bles recovered as a 
senior. His versatility 
was proven by 45 
receptions for 757 
yards and six touch- 
downs, along with 
four blocked punts. 


rivals.com 
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consecutive state 
titles. 


Pos Ht Wt Stars Hometown 


Hunter Bivin Oo 66 20 OOOO , KY 

Rivals.com ranked No. 15 offensive tackle and No. 162 player nationally... Honorable men- 
tion Parade All-American... Lexington Herald-Leader Top 22 Kentucky senior... Selected for 
Under Armour All-America Game... Four-year starter... Kentucky state shot put champion. 


Greg Bryant RB 5-11 200 OOOO Delray Beach, FL American Heritage 
Second-team USA Today All-American... Rated No. 2 running back and No. 19 player nationally 
by Rivals.com... Selected for U.S. Army All-American Bowl... All-State... As a senior, had 1,447 
yards rushing and 17 touchdowns... Had 16 receptions for 308 yards and three touchdowns, 


Devin Butler OB 62 10 OO90 Washington, DC Gonzaga 
Rivals.com ranked No. 36 comerback nationally... Washington Post All-Metro... Selected for 
Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl... Had 46 tackles, three interceptions and 10 passes broken up 
as a senior... Had four touchdown receptions... Played cornerback, receiver and kick returner. 


Michael Deeb 1B 62 235 OOO Plantation, FL American Heritage 
Rated No. 34 inside linebacker nationally by Rivals.com... Miami Herald All-Broward County... 
Asa senior, had 95 tackles, four quarterback sacks and one interception... Had 90 tackles, two 
quarterback sacks, three interceptions and five fumbles caused as a junior... Four-year starter. 


Steve Elmer OL 65 30 OGO@O0 Midland, Mi Midland 
Received Anthony Munoz Award as top prep lineman of 2012, awarded at U.S. Army 
All-American Bowl... Rivals.com ranked No. 4 offensive tackle nationally... Associated 
Press Michigan Football Player of the Year... Detroit Free-Press No. 1 player in Michigan. 


Tarean Folston RB 5-10 19 ©0060 Cocoa,FL Cocoa 
Rated No. 13 running back and No. 119 player nationally by Rivals.com... Selected to 
play in Under Armour All-American Game... As a senior, had 1,186 yards rushing and 
13 touchdowns... Had eight receptions for 85 yards and one touchdown... Had four 
interceptions, returning one for touchdown. 


William Fuller WR 61 18 ©6660 Philadelphia, PA Roman Catholic 
Rivals.com ranked No. 28 wide receiver and No. 176 player nationally... Selected for 
Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl.., Had 57 receptions for 932 yards and eight touch- 
downs as a senior... As a junior, had 46 receptions for 758 yards and 10 touchdowns. 


TE 64 28 ©0060 _ Naples, Fl Barron Collier 
Rated No. 8 tight end nationally by Rivals.com... As a senior, had three receptions for 
118 yards and two touchdowns before being sidelined by tonsillectomy... Had 23 
receptions for 340 yards and five touchdowns as a junior. 


Torii Hunter, Jr. WR 60 18 @O600 _ Prosper, IX Prosper 
Rivals.com ranked No. 21 wide receiver and No. 181 player nationally... Selected for 
U.S. Army All-American Bowl... Waco Tribune-Herald Yop 50... Had 71 receptions for 
1,235 yards and 14 touchdowns as a senior. 


Rashad Kinlaw DB S11 15 OO0 Galloway, NJ Absegami 
Rated No. 36 athlete nationally by Rivals.com... As a senior, played cornerback and 
quarterback after returning from broken leg in October... Missed half of junior season 
with broken leg... Had 800 yards rushing and eight touchdowns. 


Cole Luke 6 10 Oooo AZ Hamilton 
Rivals.com ranked No. 9 cornerback and No. 133 player nationally... Selected for Semper 
Fidelis All-American Bowl... Helped team to state championship game as a senior... As a 
junior, had 63 tackles, 12 passes broken up and returned all three interceptions for touchdowns. 


Jacob Matuska DL 64 2 oo9o Columbus, OH Bishop Hartley 
Rated No. 17 tight end nationally by Rivals.com... As a senior, had 16 receptions for 
348 yes and four touchdowns on a run-oriented team... Had nine receptions and four 
touchdowns as a junior. 
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Tolal Stars 


Colin McGovern National Rank: 3 


Rated a 3-star player 
and the No. 37 
offensive tackle 
nationally, McGovern 
was chosen for the 
Under Armour All- 
American Game. He 
didn't allow a sack 
during his junior or 
senior seasons. 


2014 NEEDS: the Fighting irish 


team that played for the BCS Championship lost a lot 
of seniors. Notre Dame addressed some of those 
areas in the 2013 class, signing five offensive linemen, 
including four four-star players, plus the nation’s top 
linebacker to replace Manti T'eo and friends. Only one 
quarterback was in this class and only two running 
backs, Those areas, as well as the defensive line, will 
likely be priorities. 


Pos Ht Wt = Stars Hometown 


Mike McGlinchey OL 67 280 ©@@© _ Philadelphia,PA — William Penn Charter 
Rivals.com ranked No. 24 offensive tackle nationally... Selected for Semper Fidelis 
All-American Bowl... All-State... Philadelphia Inquirer All-Southeastern Pennsylvania. 


ColinMcGoven =6OL 5 280 OOO New Lenox, Lincoln-Way West 
Rated No. 37 offensive tackle nationally by Rivals.com... Selected for Under Armour 
All-American Game... Chicago Sun-Times All-Area... As a junior, had 70 pancake 
blocks... Did not allow a quarterback sack during junior and senior seasons. 


John Montelus O 65 35 OOOO _ Everell, MA Everett 
Rivals.com ranked No. 1 offensive guard and No. 74 player nationally... Selected for 
U.S. Army All-American Bowl... All-State... Helped team to three consecutive state 
championships... Three-year starter... Boston Globe All-Scholastic. 


James Onwualu WR 62 210 ©GO@ — St.Paul, MN Cretin-Derham Hall 
Rated No. 22 athlete nationally Rivals.com... Detroit Free-Press Best in the Midwest and 
No. 1 sti in Minnesota... Had 574 yards rushing and 12 touchdowns as a senior... 
Had 26 receptions for 421 yards and five touchdowns... Averaged 26.1 yards per kickoff 
return... Had 10 tackles and one interception, returned 94 yards for touchdown. 


Doug Randolph B63 20 OOOC _ Richmond, VA 

Rivals.com ranked No. 10 outside linebacker and No. 134 paver nationally... Selected 
for U.S. Army All-American Bowl... As a senior, had 33 tackles (12 solo), 10.5 quarter- 
back sacks, 12 quarterback hurries, one fumble caused and one pass broken up. 


Max Redfield DB 62 1% @&O00 Mission Viejo, CA Mission Viejo 
Rated No. 3 safety and No. 30 Reet nationally by Rivals.com... Second-team USA 
Today All-American... Selected for Under Armour All-American Game... Had 65 tack- 
les, two fumbles caused and four fumbles recovered as a senior... Had 45 receptions 
for 757 yards and six touchdowns... Had four interceptions and blocked four punts. 


Corey Robinson WR 65 191 ©@@© — SanAntonio,1X — San Antonio Christian 
Rivals.com ranked No. 80 wide receiver nationally... Selected for U.S. Army All- 
American Bowl... As a senior, had 67 receptions for 1,414 yards and 20 touchdowns... 
Had 42 receptions for 660 yards and 10 touchdowns as a junior. 


Isaac Rochell DL 65 265 ©6006  MecDonough,GA  Eayle’s Landing Christian 
Rated No. 9 defensive end and No. 124 player nationally by Rivals.com... Helped team 
to private school state championship... Played defensive and offensive tackle... Had 97 
tackles, including 24 tackles for loss, and seven quarterback sacks as a junior... Played 
in Offense-Defense Bowl in Houston. 


daylon Smith 1B 63 220 OOO00 ForWayne Bishop Luers 
Rivals.com ranked No. 1 outside linebacker and No. 3 player nationally... Parade All- 
American... USA Today All-American... 2012 Butkus Award winner as No. 1 high 
school linebacker nationally... Helped team to four consecutive state championships... 
As a senior, had 72 tackles (43 solo), including 19.5 tackles for loss, eight quarterback 
sacks, two fumbles caused and one fumble recovered. 


Durham Smythe 230 OOO Belton, TX Belton 
Rated No. 15 tight end nationally and No. 40 player in Texas by Rivals.com... Two-time 
All-District... Had 37 receptions for 547 yards and six touchdowns as a senior. 


Eddie Vanderdoes DL 63 25 O09 000 Placer 
Rivals.com ranked No. 4 defensive tackle and No. 21 player nationally... USA Todaysecond-team 
All-American... Selected for U.S. Army All-American Bowl... As a senior, had 72 tackles, includ- 
ing 10 tackles for loss, nine quarterback sacks, two fumbles caused and one fumble recovered. 


Malik Zaire QB &1 1% OOOO _ Kettering, OH Archbishop Alter 
Rated No. 3 dual-threat quarterback and No. 122 player nationally by Rivals.com... 
Selected for Semper Fidelis All-American Bowl... Had 1,990 yards passing and 24 
touchdowns as a senior, along with 1,120 yards rushing and nine touchdowns. 
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FIGHTING IRISH SPRING ROSTER 


No. Name Pos. Ht. 


No. Name 


46 Josh Anderson 


George Atkinson Ill 


Will Mahone RB 5-10 211 


Wt. Cl. Hometown 


Austintown, OH 


Nick Martin OG/OT 6-4 


230 


indianapolis 


Josh Atkinson 


Zack Martin 6-4 


304 Indianapolis 


Chris Badger 


Nicky Baratti 


Kyle Brindza 


Joey Brooks 


Houston, TX_ 


Chris Brown 


Hanahan, SC 


Jalen Brown 


Irving, TX 


Carlo Calabrese 


Verona, NJ 


Amir Carlisle 


Santa Clara,CA 


Kevin Carr 


Nashville, TN 


Connor Cavalaris 


Lake Forest, IL 


Austin Collinsworth 


Fort Thomas, KY 


Ben Councell 


Asheville, NC 


Scott Daly 


Downers Grove, IL_ 


DaVaris Daniels 


Vernon Hills, IL 


Indianapolis 


91 Sheldon Day 
Steve Elmer _ 


Midland, MI 


Matthias Farley 


Charlotte, NC 


Charlie Fiessinger 


Mason, OH 


Dan Fox _ 


Rocky River, OH 


Dan Furlong 


Livonia, MI 


Everett Golson 


Myrtle Beach, SC 


Jarrett Grace 


Cincinnati, OH 


Conor Hanratty 


New Canaan, CT 


Eilar Hardy 


Reynoldsburg, OH 


Mark Harrell 


Charlotte, NC 


Matt Hegarty 


Aztec, NM 


Bruce Hegole 


Sorrento, FL 


Andrew Hendrix 


Cincinnati, OH 


Mike Heuerman 


Chase Hounshell 


Bennett Jackson — 


Jarron Jones 


Rochester, NY 


TJ Jones 


Roswell, GA 


Ben Koyack 


Oil City, PA 


Eric Lee 


West Des Moines, IA 


Ryan Liebscher 


. Colorado Springs, CO 


Arturo Martinez = DL__—siG-4 


250 Miami, FL 


WR 6-1 


200 Las Vegas, NV 


WR 6-4 


225 Cincinnati, OH 


RB/CB 5-10 195 


Coppell, TX 


61 


200 San Pedro, CA 


Raleigh, NC 


Fullerton, CA 


Jacksonville, FL 


Charlotte, NC 


Saint Paul, MN 


Frankfort, IL 
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Alex Welch 
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T. Rees 12. (124.1 


Téifet 13 50 
TJJones 13 50 


T.Riddick 13 190 
C. Wood 11 114 
G. Atkinson Ill 12 51 


318 6 588 2405 

59 2 57.6 436 
Avg TD lg Avg/G 
13.7 4 38 527 
13.0 4 3% 49.9 
10.3 2 2m 285 
loss Net 


Tackles: M. Te’0 113, Z. Motta 77, B. Jackson 65 

Tackles for loss: S. Tuitt 13, P. Shembo 10.5, K. Lewis-Moore 8.5 
Sacks: S. Tuitt 12, P. Shembo 7.5, K. Lewis-Moore 6 
Interceptions; M. Te’o 7, B. Jackson 4, K. Russell 2 


NOTEBOOK 


Notre Dame’s 2013 roster includes some 
familiar names, and not just when it comes to 
returning veterans. 

The Notre Dame program has made lots of players 
into household names, but coach Brian Kelly’s most 
recent recruiting class included a pair of last names 
that are already well known among sports fans. 

While Corey Robinson and Torii Hunter Jr., 
are eager to make their own names on the field, 
they have a way to go to pass up their fathers in 
the spotlight. 

Corey is the son of NBA Hall of Famer David 
Robinson, and he enrolled early at Notre Dame at the 
beginning of 2013 to play as a wide receiver. At 6-5, 
he isn’t as tall as his father, but he has plenty of 
height for football and Kelly is excited about making 
use of that size advantage. 

“The Robinson name, pretty familiar. His dad obvi- 
ously is a great parent and mentor,” Kelly said. “We 
think we've got a guy early on that has not even come 
close to tapping his potential.” 

Hunter Jr. is another wide receiver. And like Corey, 
he’s strapping on the football pads after watching 
his father earn accolades in another sport. Torii 
Hunter Sr. is a four-time All-Star outfielder currently 
playing for the Detroit Tigers. 

The younger Hunter’s development has been sty- 
mied by a broken femur he suffered while practicing 
for a high school all-star game after committing to 
Notre Dame. He attracted attention from big-name 
programs, including Nebraska and Oklahoma. 

“Here's a guy that’s only going to get better and 
physically develop,” Kelly said. “We think he’s got that 
burst, if you will, that ability to take it and go from 
anywhere on the field.” 

Robinson and Hunter are part of a 2013 recruiting 
class that was recognized as the third-best in the 
country by Rivals.com. 

Notre Dame had six players selected in the NFL 
Draft, the program’s most since 2007. Tight end Tyler 
Eifert went the highest, chosen No. 21 overall by 
Cincinnati. Since 1999, only one ND player has been 
picked higher — Michael Floyd (No. 15 in 2012). 


° On Louis Nix Il] and Stephon Tuitt: "| think 
they're both terrific prospects. They were over- 
shadowed a year ago by Manti Te'o, but between 
Nix and Tuitt, they were some of the reasons why 
Te'o did what he did. The ability to command dou- 
ble teams and make plays on their own allowed the 
linebackers to roam. 

"Nix is a classic nose guard, in a 3-4 or a 4-3. 


Tuitt is a very intriguing 3-4 defensive end, because 
he does have good size and long arms, but has also 
has some burst. You don't see great speed off the 
edge, but he's able to get rid of pass rushers and 
push them to the side. He'd mostly be a defensive 
tackle in a 4-3, but he could fit at left defensive end 
going up against a right tackle." 


— Rob Rang, senior draft analyst, 
NFLDraftScout.com 
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<i Louis Nix 
F Photo by John Pyle 


player to starter, and true freshman 
Eddie Vanderdoes could push for play- 
ing time as the season progresses. 

The linebacking corps remains 
largely intact other than Te’o, as Prince 
Shembo and Danny Spond are expected 
to continue to hold down the outside 
spots. Shembo was a force as a pass 
rusher in 2012, but he is looking to be 
less of a liability in pass coverage. In the 


2010 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 26.3 
Rushing 126.6 
Passing 253.1 
Total 379.7 


29.2 
160.4 
252.6 
413.0 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


PER GAME 
20.2 
142.2 
215.1 
357.2 


DEFENSE 
Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


20.7 
138.9 
205.8 
344.7 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
+1 + 0.08 -15 


RANK 
1.15 
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2011 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PER GAME 


PER GAME 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


middle, Dan Fox and Carlo Calabrese 
will split time and offer plenty of expe- 
rience, And junior Jarrett Grace has the 
big job of replacing Te’o. 

“Those are big shoes to fill, but not one 
guy has to fill those shoes,” he said. “The 
defense has 11 guys out on the field and 
it takes every guy doing their job.” 

Grace played in every game last 
year, but primarily in a special teams 
capacity. 

Notre Dame’s secondary was young 
in 2012, but it exceeded all expectations 
in helping produce one of the nation’s 
best defenses. All that youth means 
most of the unit is back. Cornerbacks 
Bennett Jackson and KeiVarae Russell 
are looking to continue their strong 
careers, while free safety Matthias Farley 
is ready to move from a project to 
a leader. 

“That just comes with having some 
experience and now being in the posi- 
tion to help other guys line up,” Farley 
said. “I know what I am doing now so 
I can help out on a play.” 

The strong safety spot opens up 
following the graduation of Zeke Motta, 
but sophomore Elijah Shumate could 
lend some more athleticism to the 
position. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Irish were undefeated in the 
2012 season despite mediocre special 
teams play. 

Senior punter Ben Turk averaged just 
40.8 yards per kick. His replacement 
could be Alex Wulfeck, a transfer from 
Wake Forest. Junior Kyle Brindza, who 
punted in the spring game, was the 
placekicker a year ago, hitting on 23 of 
31 field goal attempts. Fifth-year senior 
Nick Tausch hit three field goals in the 
spring game. 

Junior George Atkinson III averaged 


OFFENSE PER GAME 
Scoring 25.8 
Rushing 189.4 
Passing 222.8 
Total 412.2 


RANK | DEFENSE 
24 Scoring 
47 Rushing 
40 Passing 
30 Total 


PER GAME 
12.8 
105.7 
199.8 
305.5 


TO MARGIN PER GAME 
118 +8 + 0.62 27 
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BEST & 
BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
DT Louis Nix till 


He anchored an Irish 
defense that was among the 
best in the nation last season. 
.. Commanded frequent dou- 
ble teams from offensive line- 
men while protecting LB Manti 
Te’o. ... Led team with five 
pass break-ups and the 
defensive linemen with 
50 tackles. ... Added 21 pounds to his 6-3 frame bringing 
him up to 347 pounds in the offseason. ... Seems poised 
to be a very high pick in the 2014 NFL Draft. 


EMERGING STAR 


CB Bennett Jackson 

He has the highest number 
of returning tackles on the 
team with 65 in 2012. ... 
Second on team last year with 
four interceptions. ... Did not 
play in the spring game while 
recovering from shoulder sur- 
gery. ... Emerged as a vocal 
team leader as a new starter 
last year. ... Started out as a wide receiver at Notre 
Dame before jumping to defense in 2012. 


TOP NEWCOMER 
RB Greg Bryant 


He arrives at a time when 
Notre Dame doesn’t have an 
established first-teamer, so 
he'll push for playing time. ... 
Rivals.com rated him No, 2 
nationally among running 
backs after he rushed for 
1,447 yards on 186 attempts 
as a senior in Delray Beach, 
Fla. ... He was ranked the 22nd-best prospect nationally 
by ESPN.com. 


RESULTS 
12-1 

vs. Navy (Dublin, Ireland) 50-10 
PURDUE 20-17 
at Michigan State 20-3 
MICHIGAN 13-6 
vs. Miami (Chicago, IL) 41-3 
STANFORD (OT) 20-13 
BYU 17-14 
at Oklahoma 30-13 
PITTSBURGH (30T) 29-26 
at Boston College 21-6 
WAKE FOREST 38-0 
at USC 22-13 

BCS Championship Game 
vs. Alabama 14-42 


Lindy’s Sports Annuals 193 


, 6 


Atkinson Not Just 
Relying on Speed 


eorge Atkinson Ill is fast. But the running 
back wants to be more than that. 

In 2012, Atkinson was most recognized for 
his blazing speed. He broke loose for a 56-yard 
touchdown in the opener against Navy in Dublin, 
and did the same against Miami at Soldier Field, 
blazing down the sideline for a 55-yard score. 

In 2012, he ran the 100-meter dash in 10.39 
seconds, the second fastest time in school his- 
tory. The fastest belongs to a guy named Raghib 
Ismail, more commonly known as “Rocket.” 

But Atkinson knows he needs to do more than 
step on the gas if he is to step into the role of an 
every-down back. 

“He’s got obviously some speed; we have 
seen that,” said coach Brian Kelly. “We've just 
got to get his pads down a little bit.” 

Atkinson spent 2012 as a_ third-string, 
change-of-pace back, while Theo Riddick and 
Cierre Wood handled the bulk of the load. But 
with those two gone, it now falls to Atkinson to 
take the next step. 

During the spring, it appeared Atkinson had 
the inside track on the starting running back 
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position. In the spring game, he received the : 
most carries and turned those into the most : 


yards. His 10 carries for 49 yards were signifi- 
cantly higher numbers than any other back. 


Atkinson is showing other signs he is ready to : 


become a featured player. 


Atkinson, along with his brother Josh and : 
Bennett Jackson, both Irish cornerbacks, opted : 
not to run for Notre Dame's track team last : 
spring, focusing instead on working out with the : 
football program. And Atkinson has been hitting : 
the weights, putting on several pounds to bulk : 


up for the increased workload. 


Atkinson is hard at work because he knows 


20.0 yards on kickoff returns a year ago, 

but he is unlikely to continue as the 

returner since he has transitioned to 

a heavier workload on offense. Junior 

? Cam McDaniel, along with a talented 

: freshman, could end up deep for kicks. 
Notre Dame’s punt returns were 

? anemic in 2012. The Irish must replace 

: Davonte’ Neal, who averaged only 

: 2.2 yards on 21 returns last year, which 

? was one of the worst numbers in the 

; country. It’s not clear who will be shag- 

: ging punts for what could be another 

: underwhelming season on that front. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


: The Irish again face a schedule 

: loaded with familiar faces and a few 

: top-notch opponents. 

: Following a home opener against 

: Temple, Notre Dame embarks on a 

: tough five-week stretch that includes 

: going on the road to Michigan and 

: being home for Michigan State and 

? Oklahoma, which will be looking for 

? revenge on Sept. 28. A week later, the 

: Irish head to Dallas Cowboys Stadium 
: to play Arizona State. 

: After what should be a needed bye 

: week, Notre Dame welcomes long-time 
: rival USC to campus. 

On the back end of the schedule, 

: Notre Dame faces a more welcoming 

: slate. But its final game should be its 

? toughest, heading West to play a Stanford 
: team that won the Rose Bowl and will 

? be a national title contender this season. 
— Peter Schroeder 


SCHEDULE 
_ Date Opponent 12 Read 


he is not guaranteed the bulk of carries in 2013. : 


Junior Cam McDaniel was productive in mop-up 
time last year, and USC transfer Amir Carlisle is : 
a recognized talent who will push for time if he ; 


can stay healthy. 


And he will also have to fend off a pair of 
talented freshmen joining the roster in the fall. : 
Greg Bryant and Tarean Folston were some of : 
the most talented runners in last year’s recruit- ; 


ing crop. But Atkinson says he’s ready. 


“This is what | have always wanted to do. 
| want to be that guy,” he said. “l am going to : 
gain a little more weight. | want to learn the of- ; 


fense a little better.” 


Aug. 31 TEMPLE 4-7 
Sept. 7 at Michigan 8-5 
Sept. 14 at Purdue 6-7 
Sept. 21 MICHIGAN STATE 7-6 
Sept. 28 OKLAHOMA 10-3 


Oct.5 vs. Arizona State (Arlington, TX) 8-5 


Oct. 19 USC 7-6 
Oct. 26 at Air Force 6-7 
Nov. 2 NAVY 8-5 
Nov. 9 at Pittsburgh 6-7 
Nov. 23 BYU 8-5 
Nov. 30 at Stanford 12-2 
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0 MACrank:4  Record:9-4 


“Our schedule is very challenging, 
but | know our players will rise to 
meet the challenge.” 

— Coach Matt Campbell 


ROCKETS at a GLANCE 


COACH: Matt Campbell — At Toledo 
OVERALL: 10-4, | year (plus bowl game in 2011) 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jason Candle 
Wee COORDINATOR: Tom Matukewicz 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2004 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2009 
RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 9 offense, I defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Terrance Owens, RB David Fluellen, 
WR/KR Bernard Reedy, WR Alonzo Russell, C Zac Kerin, 
DE Christian Smith, LB Trent Voss, OB Cheatham Norrils 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offense is loaded with skill and 
experience and should be able to pile up the points. Owens has the 
benefit of three years in the system and has played in a lot of big 
games. Add a 1,498-yard rusher in Fluellen, and a scary deep threat 
in Reedy, and the formula is in place for an offensive explosion. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Toledo lost the might and the mettle 
of its defense to graduation, and will rely on a collection of former 
backups to reach championship form in a hurry. The youth on 

this side of the ball could turn a number of Toledo games into 
wild shootouts. 


OFFENSE 


This is senior quarterback Terrance Owens’ show 
now after three seasons of shared duty. 

Owens has a big arm and the running skills to 
keep the opposing defense on edge. He has 45 
touchdown passes in his career, with only 16 inter- 
ceptions and a 64.3 percent completion rate. 

Owens will benefit from a strong supporting cast, 
since the Rockets welcome back five all-conference 
performers on offense, including running back 
David Fluellen, who had nearly 1,500 yards and 
scored 13 touchdowns while finishing eighth in 
the nation in rushing. Fluellen’s power and punch 
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MAC record: 6-2 (T-2nd, West) 


an TOLEDO | ROCKETS 


is contrasted with the speed and flash of Cassius 
McDowell, giving the Rockets potent backfield 
options. 

There are even more riches at wide receiver, 
where the fleet Bernard Reedy is the most feared 
deep threat in the conference coming off an 
88-catch, six touchdown season. The 6-4 Alonzo 
Russell gives Owens a big target with speed to 
spare, while Justin Olack and Dwight Macon add 
sure-handed versatility to the passing game. 

There are four starters back on the line, led by 
first-team All-MAC center Zac Kerin. 


DEFENSE 

The biggest challenge will be reworking the 
defense, which must replace eight starters. 

The staff hopes its practice of frequently rotating 
backups into the fray will pay dividends this season 
when those players will be called on to fill major 
roles. The unit is high on athleticism and toughness, 
and ends Christian Smith and Jayrone Elliott, along 
with tackle Elijah Jones, display that mettle up front. 

At linebacker, Trent Voss developed into one of 
the Rockets’ best defenders by the end of his fresh- 
man season last year, when he tallied 47 stops. 

Junior Sylvestre and Chase Murdock add more 
of the dogged pursuit and nose for the ball Toledo 
needs from the position. 

The predominantly young and vulnerable sec- 
ondary will rely heavily on returning all-conference 
performer Cheatham Norrils at corner, where he 
had 74 tackles and two interceptions last season, 
and on safeties Ross Madison and Jordan Haden. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Rockets see a considerable strength here, 
with All-MAC kicker Jeremiah Detmer back after 
hitting 24 of 29 field goal attempts last season, 
including his last 17. 

Vince Penza averaged 40.5 yards per punt but 
excelled with his accuracy, with 21 of his 58 punts 
being downed inside the 20, and only 15 punts 
being returned. 

Toledo boasts one of the top return men in the 
nation in Reedy, who scored four special teams 
touchdowns last season and made all-conference 
as both a kick and punt returner. 


OVERVIEW 

Despite posting a crisp 20-4 Mid-American 
Conference mark over the past three seasons, the 
Rockets failed to make it to the league title game in 
that stretch, so that’s clearly where the bar is set for 
2013. Matt Campbell has the offense to get his team 
there, and to a fourth straight bowl appearance, 
if his defense matures quickly. 


DT Robert Zimmerman: A junior college trans- 
fer who originally signed with Texas A&M out of 


high school, the 6-3, 340-pound Zimmerman is 
expected to provide immediate help as a run- 
stopper. He enrolled in January and was impres- 
sive in spring workouts. 


Stadium: Glass Bowl (26,248) 
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2012 RANKINGS 


OFFENSE 
QB Terrance Owens* 
RB David Fivellen* 
wR Bernard Reedy* 
wR Alonzo Russell* 
wR Justin Olack* 
Alex Zmolik 
LT Josh Hendershot* 
Jeff Myers* 
Zac Kerin* 
RG Greg Mancz* 
RT Chase Nelson 


DEFENSE 
Jayrone Elliott 
Orion Jones 
Elijah Jones 
Christian Smith 
Trent Voss 
Chase Murdock 
Junior Sylvestre 
Cheatham Norrils* 
Chris Dukes 
Ross Madison 
12 | DJ. Larkins 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 85 | Jeremiah Detmer* 
P 35 | Vince Penza* 


*Returning starter 


Aug. 31 
Sept.7 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 28 
Oct.5 
Oct.19 


By Matt Markey 


at Florida 
at Missouri 


EASTERN WASHINGTON 
at Central Michigan 


at Ball State 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 


NAVY 


at Bowling Green 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 


BUFFALO 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


at Arizona (OT) 
at Wyoming 
BOWLING GREEN 
COASTAL CAROLINA 
at Western Michigan 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Eastern Michigan 
CINCINNATI 
at Buffalo 
BALL STATE 
at Northern Iitinois 
AKRON 


at Akron 


17-24 
34-31 
27-15 
38-28 
37-17 
50-35 
52-47 
29-23 
25-20 
27-34 
24-31 
35-23 


Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 


vs. Utah State 


OFFENSE PER GAME 


15-41 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


DEFENSE 


Scoring 
Rushing 
Passing 
Total 


TO MARGIN 


+7 


35 
193.2 
252.0 
445.2 


PER GAME 
28.4 
182.3 
290.9 
473.2 


PER GAME 
+0.54 
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PITTSBURGH 


PANTHERS 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Rudolph 


AT A GLANCE 


2012: 
6-7 overall, 3-4 Big East (Sth) 


COACH: 
Paul Chryst — At Pitt and overall: 6-7, 1 year 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
14; 5 offense, 8 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Tom Savage, RB Isaac Bennett, 
WR Devin Street, OT T.J. Clemmings, 
LB Todd Thomas, LB Shane Gordon, 
DT Aaron Donald 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

For the first time in a few years, there is some 
stability as Chryst has done a good job solidi- 
fying the program’s foundation again. The 
team has an experienced quarterback 
(Savage) and an all-conference-caliber wide 
receiver (Street). The defense should have 

a formidable front seven. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The offensive line will probably be a work in 
progress. And while Chryst and his staff have 
provided stability, the coaching changes in 
recent years has left the roster with a lot of 
holes and not a lot of depth. This is a bit of 

a rebuilding year for the Panthers. 


KEY LOSSES: 

QB Tino Sunseri, RB Ray Graham, 

RB Rushel Shell, WR Mike Shanahan, 
C Ryan Turnley, S Jarred Holley, 

S Andrew Taglianetti 


OVERVIEW: 

Pitt, in its first season as a member of the 
ACC, has a difficult schedule. The key will 
be the quarterback, as the Panthers will 
need to pass the ball efficiently, especially 
given the losses at running back and along 
the offensive line. If the defense can carry 
the team early in the season, a bowl game 
is not out of the question. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Matt House 


STADIUM: Heinz Field: 65,05 


Panthers Bring Strong Defense to New Conference Digs 


aul Chryst did an excellent job 
Pi: a program in complete 

disarray and stabilizing it in just 
one season. There is still a lot of work 
to do to rebuild the talent base, as the 
attrition and lost recruiting classes due 
to coaching changes have taken a toll 
on the roster. 

This shouldn’t, however, be a com- 
plete rebuilding season as Pitt moves 
into the ACC. 

There is enough returning talent 
and the schedule has just enough soft 
touches that a sixth consecutive trip to 
a bowl game is not out of the question. 
But there is no depth at just about 
every spot. The Panthers have to avoid 
a rash of injuries to have a chance to 
be successful. 

The two biggest questions are at 
offensive line, where there is a lot of 
shuffling being done, and at running 
back, even though junior Isaac Bennett 
has shown flashes when he has played 
the past two seasons. 

There will be a new quarterback, but 
at least Rutgers/Arizona transfer Tom 
Savage is an experienced signal-caller 
whose skill-set fits in Chryst’s pro-style 
offense. The passing game should be in 
reasonably good shape, provided Savage 
gets protection. 

One bright spot for the Panthers 
should be the defense, which returns 
eight starters and should come together 
quickly and keep the team in games 
until the offense can get on track. 


OFFENSE 

This was supposed to be the year of 
Rushel Shell. The talented tailback, who 
is Pennsylvania high school’s all-time 
leading rusher and was one of Pitt’s 
highest-rated signees ever, was set to 
step in for departed Ray Graham to 
carry the bulk of the rushing load. 


But Shell, citing personal reasons, 
transferred to UCLA. That means the 
Panthers’ leading returning rusher is 
Isaac Bennett, who rushed for only 
141 yards last year. Bennett is a good 
running back, but he doesn’t have 
Shell’s combination of power and speed. 
The running game likely will be by- 
committee as a result. 

Savage was Rutgers’ starting quarter- 
back as a freshman in 2009, throwing 
for 2,211 yards and 14 touchdowns 
(both Big East freshman records). He 
lost his starting job as a sophomore, and 
transferred to Arizona. Savage spent just 
a semester there before transferring back 
closer to home to Pittsburgh, where he 
has one year of eligibility remaining. 

Savage, who is 6-5 and has a strong 
arm, is a traditional pocket passer. He 
will face some competition from fresh- 
man Chad Voytik, who had a good 
spring, which gives the Panthers 
options at quarterback. 

Devin Street will have to be the 
team’s big-play threat after leading 
the Panthers in receptions last season 
with 73 catches for 975 yards and five 
touchdowns. The next returning wide 
receiver on the receptions list is Ronald 
Jones — who had seven catches — 
so there will be plenty of competition 
for playing time. 

The same can be said about the 
offensive line, where the “anchor” is 
likely to be redshirt freshman Adam 
Bisnowaty. The local prep star is slated 
to start at left tackle. Seniors Cory King, 
Ryan Schlieper and Matt Rotheram all 
have experience at multiple positions, 
while junior T.J. Clemmings, a convert- 
ed defensive end, has taken to his new 
position at right tackle. 


DEFENSE 


Matt House has gone from secondary 
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coach to new defensive coordinator, but 
not much will change with the scheme. 

While this is his first shot at being a 
coordinator, he couldn't ask for a better 
unit to get his first taste at calling the 
shots. There are eight returning starters. 

Leading the way will be House’s spe- 
cialty, the secondary. It’s anchored by 
what might be the best duo of corner- 
backs in the conference in sophomore 
LaFayette Pitts and senior K’Waun 
Williams. Both are strong in coverage, 
physical and are excellent tacklers. 

But they aren’t the only experienced 
players in the secondary. Senior Jason 
Hendricks and junior Ray Vinopal have 
played a lot of football. Hendricks is 
more athletic and better in coverage. 
Vinopal is more physical and better in 
run support. They complement each 
other well. 

This could be Pitt’s best collection 


Devin Street 
By Chris Bernacchi/SportPics 


2012 www.lindyssports.com 


of linebackers since the days of H.B 
Blades, Scott McKillop and Clint 
Session. The unit is extremely athletic, 
versatile and capable of playing against 
the run and pass. 

Converted quarterback Anthony 
Gonzalez has found a home at out- 
side linebacker, while Todd Thomas 
gives the Panthers two hybrid players 
around heavy hitting middle line- 
backer Shane Gordon. 

The line is anchored by one of the 
best defensive tackles in the country in 
Aaron Donald, a first-team All-Big East 
selection who had 18.5 tackles for loss, 
including 5.5 sacks last year. Donald is 
an explosive playmaker despite being 
in the middle of the line and drawing 
double teams every game. 

Defensive end Bryan Murphy is under- 
sized, but he’s a workhorse and a good 
edge rusher. Nose tackle Tyrone Ezell is 


QB Tom Savage Sr. 
RB _ Isaac Bennett Jr. 
FB Mark Giubilato* Jr. 


Rutgers transfer is a strong-armed, pocket passer. 
Fast and has quick moves, but needs work in pass protection. 
An excellent lead blocker and receiver out of the backfield. 


another playmaker from the tackle spot. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Pitt will have a new placekicker, 
but the position won't be settled 
until training camp is over. Incoming 
freshman Chris Blewitt will be given 
the opportunity to seize it; if not, the 
position could go to redshirt freshman 
walk-on Brad Lukasak. 

The punter spot is far more settled 
with senior Matt Yoklic, whose strong 
leg was one of the Panthers’ best assets 
last year. Yoklic averaged 41.8 yards per 
boot last year, including 13 punts of 50 
yards or more. 

LaFayette Pitts was the Panthers’ lead- 
ing kick returner last year, as he returned 
30 kicks for 24.3 yards per attempt. 
Ronald Jones averaged nearly 15 yards 
in a limited number of punt returns. 

— Paul Zeise 


Chad Voytik, Fr. 
Malcolm Crockett, So. 
Adam Lazenga, Jr. 


WR ___ Devin Street* Sr. Tall and experienced; he must be Panthers’ big-play guy. Kevin Weatherspoon, Jr. 


WR _ Ed Tinker Sr. 
TE J.P. Holtz* So. 
LT Adam Bisnowaty Fr. 
LG Cory King* Sr. 


C Gabe Roberts Fr. 


Emerged late last year and during spring as dependable player. 
One of the best prospects of last year's incoming class. 
Tall and extremely talented, just needs some experience. 
Experienced and gritty; has been a versatile player. 

Has some huge shoes to fill, but is tough and coachable. 


Ronald Jones, Jr. 
Scott Orndorff, Fr. 
Juantez Hollins, Sr. 
Shane Johnson, Jr. 
Artie Rowell, So. 


RG — Matt Rotheram* Sr. One of the most experienced linemen; strong run blocker. _ Ryan Schlieper, Sr. 


RT _T.J. Clemmings Jt. 


K Brad Lukasak Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


COMMENT 
DE Bryan Murphy* ur. 
DT Aaron Donald* Sr. 
DT Tyrone Ezell* Sr. 
DE David Durham ur. 
LB Anthony Gonzalez Jr. 
LB Shane Gordon* Sr. 
LB Todd Thomas* Jt. 
CB -K'Waun Williams* Sr. 
CB LaFayette Pitts So. 


$S Ray Vinopal Jr. 
FS Jason Hendricks* Sr. 
P Matt Yoklic* Sr. 
“Returning Starter 


A converted defensive end, is athletic and has great feet. 
Leg isn’t strong, but extremely accurate. 


An excellent pass rusher who is a bit undersized. 

Is one of the top interior linemen in the country. 

Has played both outside and inside; extremely athletic. 
Doesn't have ideal size, but is quick off the ball. 

Has played QB, TE and S, but has settled in at LB. 
Hard-hitting, big-play guy who has developed consistency. 
May be the team's best all-around athlete. 

One of Panthers best and most experienced players. 
Really developed into a consistent performer last season. 
Solid, steady, smart player who is an excellent tackler. 
Has been solid when he plays, but slowed by injuries. 
One of the strongest legs in the country among punters. 


Juantez Hollins, Sr. 
Drake Greer, Jr. 


17th), 21.1 ppg (4th/23rd) 
BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Devin Cook, So. 

Darryl Render, So. 
Khaynin Mosley-Smith, Sr. 
Jack Lippert, Sr. 

Bam Bradley, Fr. 

Mike Caprara, Fr. 

EJuan Price, So. 

Trenton Coles, Fr. 

Cullen Christian, Jr. 

Ryan Lewis, Fr. 

Jevonte Pitts, Fr. 

Drake Greer, Jr. 
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PANTHERS RECRUITING 2013 


Carson Baker Oo“ 6&6 35 OO Fairbom, OH 
Three-year starter... Southwest Ohio All-District... Dayton Daily News All-Area... All-Greater Western 
Ohio Conference... Selected to play in the Ohio North-South All-Star Classic. 


Chris Blewitt K 510 15 O98 Alexandria, VA West Potomac 
All-State... All-Northern Region... Kicked 18 field goals and 72 extra points over his final two seasons... 
As a senior, kicked eight field goals, including a long of 51 yards... Averaged 43 yards on punts. 


Tyler Boyd WR 61 168 OOO0 — Clairton, PA Clairton 
Rivals.com rated No. 12 wide receiver and No. 103 player nationally and No. 6 player in Pennsylvania... 
Selected to play in the 2013 U.S. Army All-American Bowl... Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review 2012 Player of the Year.... Set league record with 117 career touchdowns... Team went 
48-0 in his three years as a starter... As a senior, rushed for 2,584 yards and 43 TDs. 


Zach Challingsworth WR 6-2 18 OOO McDonald, PA South Fayette 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22... Averaged 20.5 yards per catch as a senior, with 58 receptions for 1,190 
yards and 15 touchdowns... Averaged 18.7 yards per retum on four interceptions, including two for TDs. 


Tra'von Chapman QB 426-2 200 OOO0 Kent, 0H Theodore Kent Roosevelt 
Enrolled in January 2013... Ranked No. 12 dual-threat quarterback nationally and No. 2 quarterback 
and No. 15 player in Ohio by Rivals.com... Conference Offensive Player of the Year... Had 5,736 yards 
passing and 62 touchdowns in final two season, along with 1,506 yards rushing and 19 touchdowns. 


dames Conner DE 62 22 900 Erie, PA McDowell 
Rivals.com rated No. 13 player in Pennsylvania and No. 26 weakside defensive end nationally... 
All-state running back... Had 1,680 yards rushing and 21 touchdowns, averaging 10.8 yards per carry. 


Devon Etiwards Tt 65 20 OO Columbus, OH Eastmoor 
Three-year starter at tight end and defensive end... All-Central District... The Columbus Dispatch All-Metro... 
Helped team to three state playoff berths in four seasons... Three-year starter for basketball team. 


Matt Galambos 1B 62 23 O00 Havertown, PA Haverfort 
Ranked No. 18 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com... Rated No. 1 linebacker in Southeastern 
Pennsylvania by Philadelphia Inquirer... As a senior, had 104 tackles and five quarterback sacks. 


ReginaldGreen = ATH-—«s 3 2055s OD Cranford, NJ 
Had 3,185 yards rushing over final two seasons... As a senior, had 1,712 yards rushing and 19 touchdowns... 
Threw for 681 yards and four touchdowns... Had 22 tackles and three interceptions as defensive back. 


Tony Hamer Tr 64 199 OOO Toledo, OH SL John's 
Two-year starter at tight end and safety... Played only six games as a senior due to injury... Had 15 recep- 
tions for more than 200 yards... As a junior, had 64 tackles, including four tackles for loss, and two INTs. 


Titus Howard DB 62 15 OO Clairton, PA Clairton 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22... As a senior, averaged 25.5 yards per reception with 20 recep- 
tions for 510 yards... Helped team to a state-record 63 consecutive victories... Selected to play in the 
Big 33 Football Classic (Pennsylvania vs. Maryland). 


Rachid Ibrahim R62 170 OOO MD —‘The Avalon School 
Three-time Conference Offensive Player of the Year... Set school record with 4,835 yards rushing 
during three-year varsity career... Had seven career games with more than 200 yards rushing each, 
including a school record 370-yard game his senior season. 


Tyrique Jarrett TT 64 30 SOO New Berlin, NY Milford Academy 
Rated among Top 20 prep school prospects nationally by Rivals.com... Pittsburgh Tribune-Review 
Terrific 25... Had 26 tackles, including seven tackles for loss, 2.5 quarterback sacks, one interception 
returned for a touchdown and one blocked field goal at Milford Academy. 


6-7, 3-4 PASSING 


OL 66 280 G©OO660 BelleVernon,PA Belle Vernon Area 
Ranked No. 2 offensive tackle and No. 31 player nationally and No. 2 player in Pennsylvania by Rivals. 
com... Selected for Under Armour All-American Game... As a senior, had 74 pancake blocks, 


Jaryd Jones-Smith OL 67 300 OOO Philadelphia, PA West Catholic 
All-state... All-Southeastern Pennsylvania... Philadelphia Daily News All-City. 


Luke MacLean DE 63 23 O00 Grand Blanc, Ml Grand Blanc 
Rated No. 1 defensive end and No. 14 player in Michigan and No. 27 weakside defensive end nation- 
ally by Rivals.com... Had 79 tackles, including nine tackles for loss, two quarterback sacks. 


Justin Moody DE 63 24 SOO Philadelphia, PA George Washington 
Rivals.com rated No. 20 player in Pennsylvania and No. 34 strongside defensive end nationally...Had 65 
tackles, including 20.5 tackles for loss, 12.5 QB sacks, six fumbles caused and four fumbles recovered. 


Alexander Officer OL 64 300 SOO Rochester, NY Eastridge Senior 
Ranked No. 6 player in New York by Rivals.com...All-state offensive lineman as a senior... All-state 
defensive lineman as a junior, 


Scott Omdoff T 66 25 O00 Pittsburgh, PA Seton La Salle 
Enrolled in January 2013... Rivals.com rated No. 12 player in Pennsylvania and among top 20 tight 
ends nationally... Pittsburgh Post-Gazette South Fabulous 22... Had 35 receptions for 625 yards, 
averaged 17.9 yards per catch in final two seasons. 


daymar Parrish TE Gl 234 SOO Monroeville, PA Gateway 
Ranked No. 25 player in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com... Pittsburgh Post-Gazette East Fabulous 22... 
As a senior, had 83 tackles, including nine tackles for loss, five quarterback sacks... Had 17 receptions 
for 326 yards and one touchdown, averaging 19.2 yards per catch. 


Zach Poker T 64 20 OO Oconomowoc, WI Oconomowoc 
All-State... Two-time All-District... As a senior, had 50 receptions for 753 yards, averaging 15.1 yards 
per reception, and eight touchdowns... Had 22 tackles, Including five tackles for loss, three sacks, one 
interception and one fumble recovery... Also was punter, kicker and Kick returner. 


Aaron Reese Oo“ 65 20 O00 PA Chambersburg Area 
Three-year starter at offensive tackle... Also started at defensive tackle his final two seasons... All-Mid- 
Penn Commonwealth Division. 


Shakir Soto DE 64 28 OOO Wilkes Barre, PA G.AR. Memorial 
Enrolled in January 2013... Rivals.com rated No. 24 player in Pennsylvania... Had 52 career quarter- 
back sacks... Had 109 tackles, 13.5 quarterback sacks and six fumbles recovered as a senior. 


Jeremiah Taleni T 62 35 Oo Kailua, Hl Kailua 
The first known Pitt football scholarship signee from Hawaii... Played offense and defense... All-Red 
East Division at defensive tackle and offensive guard... All-Hawaii defensive team. 


Jester Weah WR 63 1977 9090 Madison, WI Madison Memorial 
Rated No. 2 wide receiver and No. 13 player in Wisconsin by Rivals.com... Had 71 receptions for 
1,436 yards and 13 touchdowns during junior and senior years. 


Terrish Webb WR 511 170 O86 Clairton, PA Clairton 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette South Fabulous 22... Played cornerback and wide receiver... As a senior, had 
45 receptions for 965 yards and 13 touchdowns, averaging 21.4 yards per catch... Had eight intercep- 
tions, including a 102-yard interception return... Helped team to state-record 63 consecutive victories. 


Ryan Winslow K 65 215 OO Wyndmoor, PA LaSalle 
Philadelphia Daily News All-City... Punter, placekicker and kickoff specialist... Averaged 40 yards per punt 
as a senior... Made 15 of 16 placements (two-of-two field goals and 13-of-14 points after touchdown. 


Record 


Date Opponent 


Cmp Att Int Pct Yds 1D 
T.Sunseri 256 393 3 65.1 3288 21 
T.Anderson 2 2 01000 53 O 


YOUNGSTOWN STATE 17-31 

at Cincinnati 10-34 

VIRGINIA TECH 35-17 

at Gardner-Webb 55-10 ee ake eh 
at Syracuse 13-14 7. ae . 

LOUISVILLE 35-45 

at Buffalo 20-6 

TEMPLE 47-17 

at Notre Dame (30T) 26-29 

at Connecticut 17-24 


RUTGERS 27-6 DEF. LEADERS 


j re Tackles: J. Hendricks 90, J. Holley 75, A. Donald 64 
at South Florida 27-3 Tackles for loss: A. Donald 18.5, ¢. Hale 9.5, D. Cook 8 
BBVA Compass Bowl Sacks: A. Donald 5.5, T. Ezell 3,5, S. Hale 3 
vs. Ole Miss 17-38 


Sept. 2 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 21 
Sept.28 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 19 


FLORIDA STATE 12-2 
NEW MEXICO 4-9 

at Duke 6-7 
VIRGINIA 4-8 

at Virginia Tech 7-6 

OLD DOMINION 

Oct. 26 at Navy 8-5 

Nov. 2 at Georgia Tech 7-7 

Nov. 9 NOTRE DAME 

Nov.16 NORTH CAROLINA 

Nov. 23 at Syracuse 

Nov. 29 MIAMI 


RECEIVING 


RUSHING 


Att. Net 
R.Graham 222 1042 
R. Shell 141 «641 
|. Bennett 29° «141 


£20 re 2 = scr 


Interceptions: J. Hendricks 6, K. Williams 4, J. Holley 2 


198 Lindy’s Sports Annuals www.lindyssports.com 2013 


A, 


Photo by Marilyn Indahl-USA TODAY Sports 


MACrank:6 Record: 4-8 


\ 


Ja ie yils 


“| think our team has all bought in; 
they are all rowing the boat in the 
same direction.” 

— Coach P.J. Fleck 


BRONCOS at a GLANCE 


COACH: P.J. Fleck — At Western Michigan and overall: Ist year 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kirk Ciarrocca 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ed Pinkham 


LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1988 
LAST BOWL: 2011, Little Caesars Pizza 
RETURNING STARTERS: 11; 4 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Tyler Van Tubbergen, RB Brian Fields, 
OT Travonte Boles, LB Johnnie Simon, LB Desmond Bozeman 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: If Van Tubbergen can get the protection 
he needs up front, the Broncos will have much more production 
through the air. A more confident Van Tubbergen has a lot of tal- 
ent at receiver, which could add up to big-play potential In Fleck’s 
spread offense. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Defense remains the biggest unknown, 
given the number of injuries at linebacker and the question of 
who will emerge as a playmaker on the defensive line. The players 
need to quickly pick up a new 4-3 scheme. 


OFFENSE 

Quarterback Tyler Van Tubbergen gained valu- 
able experience after taking over as the starter 
midway through last season. 

More confidence, along with the return of his 
two top receiving targets — Jaime Wilson and Josh 
Schaffer — should go a long way in improving the 
passing game. Van Tubbergen completed 159 of 
261 passes for 1,825 yards, with 15 touchdowns and 
11 interceptions, last season. 

Running back Dareyon Chance was the Broncos’ 
top ground producer (947 yards, four touchdowns), 
but Brian Fields emerged out of a four-man spring 
competition as the clear-cut favorite. 


MAC record: 2-6 (Sth, West) 


The biggest issue for Western Michigan is the 
reconstruction of the offensive line. The Broncos 
must replace four starters up front. First-year coach 
P.J. Fleck likes the group's potential, but it’s still raw. 

There is some experience: Terry Davisson made 
11 starts at tackle last season, but will move to cen- 
ter. A couple of others — tackle Willie Beavers and 
guard James Kristof — made a pair of starts in 2012. 


DEFENSE 

Questions already existed about the unit after the 
graduations of defensive ends Deauntay Legrier 
and Freddie Bishop. But then star cornerback Lewis 
Toler left the program and linebacker Davon Brant 
tore his ACL in spring ball. 

That, coupled with the uncertainty of the health 
of senior linebacker Terry Easmon, who tore the 
MCL in his right knee in April, leaves room for a lot 
of concern. 

Leading tackler Johnnie Simon (103 tackles, one 
interception) returns and moves to linebacker from 
his safety position. Kyle Lark also made a good 
impression at linebacker and should be in the mix 
at what should be one of the fall’s most competitive 
position battles. 

Defensive lineman Travonte Boles headlines 
the unit up front. He should get help from redshirt 
freshman Roosevelt Donaldson, who is expected 
to play a key role. Linebacker Desmond Bozeman 
is expected to be at full strength after missing the 
spring with a hand injury. 

The Broncos, who will run a 4-3 scheme under 
new coordinator Ed Pinkham, have a lot of experi- 
ence in the secondary, including starting safeties 
Justin Currie and Demetrius Pettway, and corner- 
back Donald Celiscar. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Kicker Andrew Haldeman carries a MAC-best 
27 consecutive PAT streak into the season. He hit 
10 of 16 field goal attempts as a freshman. Most of 
his misses came from between 40-49 yards. 

Punter J. Schroeder returns after averaging 
40.8 yards per kick as a freshman. Last season, he 
recorded a career-best 82-yarder and had 11 punts 
of 50 yards or longer. 


OVERVIEW 


The Broncos face three Big Ten opponents in 
the first four weeks, which isn’t an easy task. But 
finding ways to win in the MAC seems plausible 
and should create opportunities to finish stronger 
than last year’s disappointing 4-8 campaign. Don’t 
expect major gains, but under the energetic Fleck, 
steady improvement on both sides of the football 
should be considered a success. 


_ TOP NEWCOMER | 


OL Taylor Moton: The redshirt freshman has 
plenty of upside and will likely fill a key void left by 
former mainstay Dann O'Neill. Moton was an all- 
state player as a senior at Okemos (Mich.) High. 


~ —_ 


2013 PROJECTED STARTERS 


2012 RESULTS 2013 SCHEDULE 


2012 RANKINGS 


£8 WESTERN MICHIGAN | BRONCOS 


Stadium: Waldo Stadium (30,200) 


Tyler Van Tubbergen* 
Brian Fields 
Antoin Scriven 
Jaime Wilson* 
Josh Schaffer* 
Clark Mussman 
Willie Beavers 
James Kristof 
Terry Davisson* 
Greg Peterson 
Taylor Moton 
DEFENSE 
DE Manny Diaz 
OT Corey Sueing 
NT Travonte Boles* 
DE Roosevelt Donaldson 
Johnnie Simon* 
Desmond Bozeman* 
LB Kyle Lark 
Ronald Zamort 
cB Donald Celiscar* 
Ss Demetrius Pettway 
FS Justin Currie* 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 57 | Andrew Haldeman* 
P 37 | 4J.Schroeder* 

* Returning Starters in Bold 


Aug. 30 
Sept.7 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 28 
Oct. 5 
Oct.12 
Oct.19 
Oct. 26 
Nov. 9 
Nov. 16 
Nov. 26 


at Mi 


at Illinois 
EASTERN ILLINOIS 
at Minnesota 
CONNECTICUT 
TOLEDO 
UMASS 
at Ball State (OT) 
at Kent State 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


at Central Michigan 
at Buffalo 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 


PER GAME 
-1.17 


By Jeff Arnold 


ichigan State 


NICHOLLS STATE 
at Northwestern 


at lowa 
KENT STATE 
at Toledo 
BUFFALO 
BALL STATE 
at UMASS 


at Eastern Michigan 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Northern Illinois 


7-24 
52-21 
23-28 
30-24 
17-37 
52-14 
24-30 
24-41 
34-48 
42-31 
24-29 
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PICKING 


Northern Illinois Leads MAC Pack 


BCS repeat is a stretch, but 

as long as Northern Illinois 

ean keep quarterback Jordan 
Lynch upright, the Huskies are the best 
bet to win the conference for a third 
consecutive season. 

First-year coach Rod Carey is 
described as an innovator, and he’ll be 
challenged to stack the Xs in his favor. 
Lynch is one of six starters back on 
offense, but there are questions around 
him at skill positions. 

The biggest worry in DeKalb is over- 
taxing Lynch while his supporting cast 
settles in. Carey is making it clear the 
BCS run isn’t a factor and the slate is clean 


MAC Conference Picks 


Good news 


EAST 


1. Ohio a balanced offense, 


There's a ton of talent and experience on 


heading to Kinnick Stadium to play Iowa 
on Aug. 31. 

If NIU can steal that game, the BCS 
drum will be banging. 

Ball State has to wait until Nov. 13 for 
its date with the Huskies. Entering the 
season, the Cardinals are a serious threat 
to NIU’s reign in the West Division, with 
Toledo a team to watch. 

Ball State running back Jawhan 
Edwards is coach Pete Lembo’s top talent, 
but the defense was routinely torched for 
462.4 yards per game — 6.11 per play — in 
2012. Even in a points-driven league, Ball 
State can’t get by without vast improve- 
ment defensively. 


Mix of newcomers, shallow front seven could 
spell defensive problems. 


2. Buffalo 


3. Bowling Green 


4. Kent State 


5, UMass 


6. Miami (Ohio) 


7. Akron 
WEST 
1, Northern Illinois 


2. Ball State 


3. Toledo 


4, Western Michigan 


5. Central Michigan 


6. Eastern Michigan 


RB combo Devin Campbell, Branden Oliver 
carry offense while frosh Joe Licata settles. 


League's best defense; offense has nine 
starters back. 


Dri Archer, arguably top playmaker in the 
MAC, gives “O" a chance. 


Next year isn’t that far off — this is Year 2 of 
go-young rebuild. 


Offense no mirage without QB Dysert — 
experience everywhere. 


MAC's top passing team should stay potent. 


Jordan Lynch can make waves behind 
a veteran offensive line. 


QB Keith Wenning ready to take down 
records, has star-studded receiving corps. 


Offense ranked 32nd nationally last season, 
and points will be easy to come by. 


Punch-first defense is potentially the 
MAC's best. 


RB Zurlon Tipton, WR Titus Davis are 
All-MAC talents. 


New-look offense could make QB Benz, 
TE Russell stars. 
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Schedule is a bear; defense and special 
teams still sub-par. 


Passing game shaky, turnovers and kicking 
game concerns. 


Defense wiped out by losses; top blocker 
Brian Winters left, too. 


Coach Charley Molnar's club finished dead- 
last in scoring (12.7 per game). 


Top WR Nick Harwell suspended in April; 
run defense was weak in ‘12. 


Perilous schedule, loss of defensive 
playmakers makes life tough. 
Defensive front carried team in 2012, but 


seven new starters raise questions. 


Pass rush, run defense were killers last 
season and must be markedly better. 


Can the Rockets survive games at Florida, 
Missouri and Ball State in first month? 


Perspiration forms while looking at holes 
on O-line and a new QB. 


Who's the QB? No. 1 NFL draft pick Eric 
Fisher, two other blockers are gone. 


No deep threat means defenses sit on 
running game. 


That issue is the greatest hurdle for 
Toledo, which had the 109th-ranked 
defense last season — seven spots behind 
Ball State. The Rockets should live up to 
their name when they have the ball. Lynch 
notwithstanding, no MAC team has better 
top-to-bottom playmakers. 

This is not a repeat — Frank Solich’s 
solid Ohio team has a great chance to 
claim the East’s spot in the MAC title 
game in Detroit. 

The Bobcats, 
Louisiana-Monroe in the Independence 


who — steamrolled 


Bowl, feature quarterback Tyler Tettleton, 
one of the best in the conference. 
— Jeff Reynolds 


Our call 


Ohio won't start 7-0 this season, but the Bobcats 
finish with a third bowl win in a row. 


Pick is a vote for Bulls’ upside, but team has 
boom-or-bust potential. 


Don't rule out a run at the MAC title. 


Drawing Ball State and NIU won't help coach Paul 
Haynes in Year]. 


Still growing pains, but UMass will work its way 
out of the bottom. 


RedHawks’ rise comes down to Nov. 19 vs. Buffalo, 
Nov. 29 at Ball State. 


Terry Bowden takes his lumps again with five of 
first eight games on the road. 
New coach, same results. Recruiting class helps 


immediately; Huskies return to Ford Field. 


Overtaking NIU comes down to emergence of 
defense, Nov. 13 in DeKalb. 


Rockets sneak into contention with better 
play in secondary. 


The Broncos won't recover from early 
Big Ten schedule. 


Chippewas need time to jell, but there's a brutal 
early slate (MSU, lowa, NIU, Toledo). 


Fighting for his job, not enough talent for coach 
Ron English. 
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Lindy’s 2013 
ALL-MAC Team 


QB 


THE BIG ONES BOWL CONNECTIONS 


Aug. 31 Northern Illinois at lowa Champion GoDaddy.com Bowl vs. Sun Belt 


Jordan Lynch Sr. Northern Illinois Aug. 31 Ohio at Louisville MAC #2 _Little Caesar’s Pizza vs. Big Ten 


Fi RB Ori grist a9 Kent State Aug. 31 Toledo at Florida MAC #3 Famous Idaho Potato Bowl 
EF RB David Fluellen Sr. Toledo Sept.7 Toledo at Missourt vs. MW 
5 reese Sp Me bo Sept. 14 Bowling Green at Indiana 
4) WR BernardReedy — Sr. Toledo NOTE: The MAC has agreements with 
= TE Zane Fakes Sr. Ball State Sept. 28 Northern Illinois at Purdue New Mexico Bowl, BBVA Compass Bowl and 
aC ZacKerin Sr. Toledo Sept. 28 Toledo at Ball State Beef ‘O’ Brady’s Bowl to select a fourth MAC 
ra OL Jordan Hansel Sr. Ball State Oct. 5 Ball State at Virginia bowl team if those conferences don’t fill their 
Vy OL Tyler Loos Jr. Northern ino Oct. 12 Bowling Green at Mississippi State guaranteed spots with other conferences. 
fe OL Matt Krempel Sr. Northern Illinois Oct.19 Navy at Toledo 
OL Greg Mancz Jr. Toledo : 
AP Dri Archer Sr. Kent State Oct. 26 Toledo at Bowling Green 
Mathew Sims Sr. Northern Illinois Nov. 12 Ohio at Bowling Green 
Nov. 13 Ball State at Northern Illinois 
Nov. 20 Northern Illinois at Toledo 


Roosevelt Nix Sr. Kent State 
DL Nathan Ollie Sr. Ball State 
DL Ted Ouellet Sr. Bowling Green 
DL JonathanNewsome Sr. Ball State 
LB C.J. Malauulu Sr. Kent State 
LB Gabe Martin Jr. Bowling Green 
LB Khalil Mack Sr. Buffalo 
DB DayonneNunley Sr. Miami (Ohio) 
DB Jimmy Ward Sr. Northern Illinois 
DB Johnnie Simon Sr. Western Michigan 
DB BooBoo Gates Sr. Northern Illinois 
P  BrianSchmiedebusch Sr. Bowling Green 


1. Dri Archer . Kent State Almost never takes a hit; a poor man’s Darren Sproles. 
2. Bernard Reedy . Toledo Timed at 4.39 at junior day; returner with blazing deep speed. 
3. Tyler Tettleton . Ohio Better poise, accuracy and pocket presence than Zac Dysert. 


4. David Fluellen . Toledo Three-down RB, better overall skill set than Bernard Pierce. 


DEFENSE - FIRST TEAM 


5. Zac Kerin . Toledo Enters ‘13 one of seven “draftable” centers, per NFLDraftScout.com. 


6. Khalil Mack . Buffalo Productive edge rusher fits 3-4 scheme perfectly. 


Tyler Tettleton Sr. Ohio 7. Johnnie Simon . Western Mich. Size, range to fit as a corner or centerfielder. 


RB Branden Oliver Sr. Buffalo 


TOP 10 NFL TALENT 


< Re: Janwandwerds.. Je Ball State 8. Jordan Hansel . Ball State Rare MAC interior OL with NFL-ready frame (6-3, 329). 

=) ~6WR Titus Davis Jr. Central Michigan 9. Roosevelt Nix . Kent State Too short, light to remain at on defensive line in the NFL. 

i WR WillieSnead Jr. ~—_—Ball State 

9 TE Alex Bayer Sr. Bowling Green 10. Zac Murphy . Miami (Ohio) Knack for directional kicking puts him on radar. 

a C Lucas Powell So. Ohio 

A OL Dominic Flewellyn Sr. Bowling Green 

im Ordered Volk Sr. Northern Illinois Most Valuable Offensive Player Defensive Player Newcomer 

HT OL John Prior Sr. Ohio Player of the Year of the Year of the Year 
ir OL AnthonyDima Sr, Massachusetts Jordan Lynch Dri Archer Roosevelt Nix Rodney Adams 
il AP JamillSmith Jr. —_Ball State QB, NIU RB, Kent State DL, Kent State WR, Toledo 


Jeremiah Detmer Jr. Toledo 


Mostaccuratepasser __—_—_—__—siTyler Tettleton OO 
Strongestarm _ _________-Keith Wenning _ Ball State 
Bestscrambler ___Jordantynch _ Northern Illinois 
Coolestintheclutch FS Jordantynch __Northern Illinois 
Toughest to bring down _Jahwan Edwards Ball State 
Besthands __ ___Nick Harwell__ Miami (Ohio) 


Christian Smith Sr. Toledo 
DL Joe Windsor Sr. Northern Illinois 
DL Colby Way Sr. Buffalo 
DL Jayrone Elliott Sr. Toledo 
LB Chris Wade Sr. Miami (Ohio) 
LB DesmondBozeman Sr. Western Michigan 
LB Lee Skinner Jr. Buffalo 
DB Jimmie Ward Jr. Northern Illinois 
DB CheathamNorris Jr. Toledo 
DB Najja Johnson Sr. Buffalo 
DB Darius Polk Sr. Kent State 
Anthony Melchiori So. Kent State 


Most dangerous deepthreat __— Bernard Reedy Toledo 
Best run blocker Roe TSS oa¥ Zac Kerin Toledo 
Best pass blocker 4% Tyler Loos Northern Illinois 
Bestcovercorner ____ Dayonne Nunley Miami (Ohio) 


HONOR ROLL 


Bestpassrusher _ _ Roosevelt Nix. Kent State 


Specialteamsdemon | Northern Illinois 


DEFENSE - SECOND TEAM 
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CINCINNATI 


EARCATS 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Eddie Gran 


AT A GLANCE 


2012: 
10-3, 5-2 Big East (T-1st) 


COACH: 
Tommy Tuberville — At Cincinnati: 1st year; 
130-77 overall, 17 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
12; 6 offense, 5 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH: 

QB Brendon Kay, RB Ralph David Abernathy IV, 
WR Anthony McClung, LG Austen Bujnoch, 

LB Greg Blair, LB Jeff Luc, DT Jordan Stepp, 
CB Deven Drane 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 

All five offensive line starters return. That 
should help offset any growing pains in the 
running game. Kay has confidence after win- 
ning the QB job last year, and the next step is 
taking more chances throwing into tight cover- 
age. The linebackers should be the center- 
piece of an active unit. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

The lack of an every-down running back could 
be a concern, especially in the early going 
against Purdue and Illinois. Defensively, there 
will be new faces in three of the four line posi- 
tions. The secondary needs more playmaking, 
with five interceptions last year among the 
four projected 2013 starters. A big hole 
opened with the unexpected departure of 
punter Pat O'Donnell. 


KEY LOSSES: 

RB George Winn, TE Travis Kelce, 

DE Dan Giordano, DL Walter Stewart, 
P Pat O'Donnell 


OVERVIEW: 

The Bearcats won or shared four of the past 
five Big East titles, and should be in the upper 
echelon of the new American Athletic 
Conference. Tuberville inherits a solid group, 
but needs impact from transfers such as Jeff 
Luc and Chris Moore. With a light schedule, 
Cincinnati could have another season of 
double-digit wins. 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Art Kaufman 


STADIUM: Nippert Stadium; 35,000 


Tuberville Arrives to Extend Bearcats’ Momentum 


T= hiring of Tommy Tuberville 
was a stunner. Cincinnati never 
has had a coach with anything re- 
sembling Tuberville’s national pedigree, 
which includes an 85-40 record 

at Auburn from 1999-2008. 

The past three UC coaches (Mark 
Dantonio to Michigan State, Brian 
Kelly to Notre Dame, Butch Jones to 
Tennessee) used the job as a stepping 
stone. The 58-year-old Tuberville has 
done the reverse. 

Tuberville was only 20-17 the past 
three years at Texas Tech and never was 
truly embraced by the fans, and he saw 
a chance to start over. Tuberville’s wife 
is from the Cincinnati area, which is 
another reason he took the job. 

“I’m more excited now, after be- 
ing here and seeing the possibilities,” 
Tuberville said. “They’ve won here and 
had some success, but looking at the 
possibilities, we can do even better.” 

The Bearcats came within a whisker 
of playing in the national title game in 
Kelly’s final year (2009), and had 10-win 
seasons in 2011 and 2012 under Jones. 
With 12 starters back, a favorable sched- 
ule and a coach of Tuberville’s creden- 
tials, UC again could win 10-plus. 


OFFENSE 


Brendon Kay was virtually unknown 
to Cincinnati fans at this time last year. 
Now, Kay is the incumbent starter at 
quarterback as the program heads into a 
new-look American Athletic Conference. 

UC went 4-1 last year after Kay took 
over for Munchie Legaux, who went 
6-2 as starter but was benched because 
of accuracy issues. Legaux (52.2 percent 
passing) and Kay (63 percent) return for 
their final UC seasons, with Kay gaining 
a sixth year of eligibility via a medical 
hardship waiver. 

Tuberville did not name a starting 


quarterback when spring ball ended, say- 
ing he wanted to let the competition play 
out. Most believe the job is Kay’s to lose. 

Legaux has a reputation as a better run- 
ner (55 carries, 6.1 yards per carry, four 
TDs last year), but Kay’s rushing stats (48 
carries, 6.4 yards per carry, two TDs) were 
right on par with Legaux’s. Legaux threw 
for 1,716 yards last year with 13 touch- 
downs and nine interceptions, while Kay 
threw for 1,298 yards with 10 scoring 
tosses and only two interceptions. 

“They both have experience,” Tuber- 
ville said. “Both quarterbacks probably 
will have the opportunity to play.” 

UC must replace tailback George 
Winn, who rushed for 1,334 yards and 
13 touchdowns in his senior year. Re- 
turnees Ralph David Abernathy IV and 
Tion Green, along with junior college 
transfers Rodriguez Moore and Hosey 
Williams, will all get looks, with 
Tuberville waiting to see who steps up. 

“You need four good running backs 
going into a season, especially with 
what we're going to do on offense,” 
Tuberville said. 

Tuberville coached the nation’s No. 2 
passing offense last year at Texas Tech 
using the remnants of former coach 
Mike Leach’s wide-open system. Tuberville 
prefers a 50-50 balance of run/pass. 

The best news is that all five offensive 
line starters return, led by first team 
All-Big East selections Eric Lefeld (left 
tackle) and Austen Bujnoch (left guard). 

The passing game lacked flair in 2012, 
ranking 54th nationally. Cincinnati has 
senior Anthony McClung (34 catches, 
539 yards, two TDs) as the top returning 
receiver. Junior Alex Chisum and sopho- 
more Chris Moore have big-play ability 
as wideouts, but need experience. 


DEFENSE 


Tuberville made his mark as a defen- 
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sive assistant at the University of Miami 
(Fla.), where he won three national title 
rings in the Jimmy Johnson-Dennis 
Erickson era. Defense remains a high 
priority for Tuberville, who inherits 

a decent core at UC. 

The Bearcats in 2012 posted the 
program’s best defensive scoring average 
in 31 years. UC allowed 18.5 points per 
game, which ranked No. 14 nationally. 

The Bearcats return five defensive 
starters and several others who made 
starts. Middle linebacker Greg Blair was 
first team All-Big East and averaged 10.6 
tackles per game. Outside linebacker 
Nick Temple and tackle Jordan Stepp are 
among other key returnees. 

Tuberville is eager to unleash Florida 
State transfer Jeff Luc, rated as the na- 
tion’s No. 1 inside linebacker while in 
high school. Luc will play outside line- 
backer. He is a high-energy player 


Ralph David Abernathy IV 
Photo by Cal Sport Media via AP Images 


Pt ~*~ 
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in the mold of one of his heroes, former 
Baltimore Ravens star Ray Lewis. 

Senior cornerbacks Deven Drane and 
Arryn Chenault will anchor the second- 
ary. Drane is the son of former Buffalo 
Bills safety Dwight Drane. Chenault is 
the nephew of Paul Hogue, who helped 
lead UC to consecutive NCAA basketball 
championships in 1961 and ‘62. 

UC will use a 4-3 front, which also 
was the base defense last year. Tuberville 
said UC will play a gap control defense, 
with speed favored over size, especially 
on the edges. 

“T believe in having a linebacker-type 
who can play defensive end and rush 
the passer, and bigger secondary players 
that you can roll up in the box and stop 
the run,” Tuberville said. “That was the 
kind of thing we did at Miami. I believe 
in speed. You have to have that to play 
the way we want to play.” 


reasons. 


yards per return. 


SCOUTING REPORT: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. 
QB —_ Brendon Kay Sr. 
RB Ralph D. Abernathy IV Jr. 


COMMENT 
Had 4-1 record after winning the starting job. 
The top returning rusher, but not an every-down back. 


WR Anthony McClung* St. Top returning WR averaged 15.9 yards per catch. 
WR _ Alex Chisum Jr. Broke three of Calvin Johnson's school records in HS. 
WR _ Chris Moore So. Parade All-American had 65-yard TD catch as frosh. 
TE Blake Annen Sr. Gets his chance as NFL draftee Travis Kelce departs. 
LT Eric Lefeld* Jr. First team All-Big East as a sophomore. 

LG Austen Bujnoch* Sr. All-Big East; son of ex-NFL OL Glenn Bujnoch. 

C Dan Sprague* Sr. Returns for his second year as starter. 

RG Sam Longo* Sr. Transfer from Ohio State; second year as starter. 

RT Parker Ehinger* So. Became a starter because of injuries last year. 

K Tony Miliano* Jt. Made seven FGs of 45 yards or more last season. 
“Returning Starter 


SCOUTING REPORT: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 

DE — Elijah Shuler Sr. Showed flashes in limited action last season. 

DT Mitch Meador Sr. Tackling machine in HS has waited his turn to start. 
DT —_Jordan Stepp* Sr. Hard-nosed; top returning tackler among UC linemen. 
DE __ Silverberry Mouhon So. 19 tackles in limited time; could be pass-rushing force. 
LB Nick Temple* Jr. Started eight games as a true freshman in 2011. 

LB Greg Blair* Sr. Was first-team All-Big East with 138 tackles. 

LB deff Luc Jr. Big things expected from Florida State transfer. 

CB Deven Drane* Sr. Son of former NFL safety Dwight Drane. 

CB Trenier Orr So. Showed nose for ball in limited time last year. 

SS Arryn Chenault* Sr. Top returning tackler (49) among Bearcat DBs. 

FS __ Kevin Brown So. Appeared in nine games as a true freshman last year. 
P John Lloyd Jr. Top in-house candidate to replace Pat O'Donnell. 
“Returning Starter 


2012 stats; 201.5 ypgirushing (1st in Big East/30th NCAA), 238.8 passing (4th/54th), 440.2 total offense (2nd/36th), 32.3 ppg (1st/39th) 


2012 stats: 135.6 ypg rushing (3rd in Big East/30th NCAA), 252.5 passing (8th/89th), 388.1 total defense (6th/54th), 18.5 ppg (2nd/14th) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Tony Miliano, who made 17 of 22 
field goal attempts last season, enters 
his third year as the starting placekicker. 
His range extends to about 50 yards. 

Florida native Pat O’Donnell 
(42.6-yard career average) was to be 
UC’s punter for a fourth consecutive 
year, but he transferred closer to home 
to Miami (Fla.), partially for family 


Ralph David Abernathy IV, grandson 
of the late civil rights leader Ralph Ab- 
ernathy, has a 25.8-yard career average 
as a kickoff returner. Abernathy IV had 
a game-changing 90-yard kickoff return 
for a touchdown against Vanderbilt in 
the 2011 Liberty Bowl. 

Anthony McClung was the main 
punt returner last year, averaging 9.9 


—Tom Groeschen 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Munchie Legaux, Sr. 
Tion Green, So. 

Shag Washington, Jr. 
Max Morrison, So. 
Nate Cole, Fr. 

D.J. Dowdy, Fr. 

Cory Keebler, Jr. 
Andre Cureton, Sr. 
Deyshawn Bond, Fr. 
Kevin Schloemer, Jr. 
Justin Murray, So. 
Eric Ernst, Jr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Josh Posley, So. 
Adam Dempsey, Sr. 
Camaron Beard, Jr. 
Brad Harrah, Jr. 
Clemente Casseus, Jr. 
Corey Mason, Jr. 
Solomon Tentman, Jr. 
Darren Doston, Jr. 
Leviticus Payne, So. 
Andre Jones, Fr. 
Adrian Witty, Jr. 

Sean Smith, Sr. 
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5 YEARS AGO: 2008 


Penn State was so good that it had five of the nine first-team all-confer- 
ence linemen — three on offense and two on defense. But Joe Paterno 
had plenty of flash and dash, too, with all-conference QB Daryll Clark, 
three of the most productive receivers in school history and 1,200-yard 
rusher Evan Royster. The race came down to an Oct. 25 showdown in 
Columbus, where the Nittany Lions won for the first time in eight 
attempts since joining the league. Penn State’s 24-23 stumble at Iowa 

in the next game dropped the Lions from national title consideration, 
but Penn State still went to Pasadena. 


Big Ten co-champions: Penn State (11-2, 7-1), Ohio State (10-3, 7-1) 
Big Ten Players of Year: Shonn Greene, RB, Iowa; James Laurinaitis, 
LB, Ohio State 

Heisman Trophy: Sam Bradford, QB, Oklahoma; 6th-Green, 10th-Javon 
Ringer, RB, Michigan State 

National champion: Florida beat Oklahoma in Miami, 24-14. 


10 YEARS AGO: 2003 


Minnesota, Michigan State, Wisconsin and Purdue all got off to fast 
starts and took their turns atop the league standings in the early going, 
but one after another, they had their undefeated records ruined by Ohio 
State or Michigan. And when late November rolled around, it was the 
same as usual in the Big Ten — the Buckeyes and Wolverines battling 
for the championship. A talented UM defense and tailback Chris Perry 
(154 yards) were too much for OSU, 35-21. The league had eight bowl 
teams. 


Big Ten champion: Michigan (10-3, 7-1) 

Big Ten Players of Year: Chris Perry, RB, Michigan; Will Smith, DE, Ohio State 
Heisman Trophy: Jason White, QB, Oklahoma; 4th-Perry 

National champion: LSU beat Oklahoma in Sugar Bowl, 21-14. 


15 YEARS AGO: 1998 


In a race for the ages, three teams 
tied for the league championship, 
and complicating matters was 
that Michigan beat Wisconsin and 
Ohio State beat Michigan ... 

and Wisconsin and Ohio State 
didn’t play each other at all. The 
Buckeyes were ranked No. 3 in 
the country, but were aced out 

of the Rose Bowl by the Badgers 
owing to the “most recent trip 

to Pasadena” clause. Still, John 
Cooper's boys had no one to blame 
but themselves, since they blew 

a 15-point lead to Michigan State 
in the ninth game of the season and lost, 28-24. 


Ricky Williams, Texas 


Big Ten tri-champions: Wisconsin (11-1, 7-1), Ohio State (11-1, 7-1) and 
Michigan (10-3, 7-1) 

Big Ten Player of Year: Joe Germaine, 0B, Ohio State 

Heisman Trophy: Ricky Williams, TB, Texas; 9th-Germaine 

National champion: Tennessee (13-0) beat Florida State in Fiesta Bowl, 23-16. 
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20 YEARS AGO: 1993 


Wisconsin came out of nowhere 
to be something of a national 
Cinderella — an image that has 
long been supplanted by the 
physical poundings the Badgers 
have administered since then. 
Wisconsin and Ohio State tied in 
early November, 14-14, leaving 

it up to Michigan to give the 
undefeated Buckeyes the black 
eye that the Badgers needed them 
to have. UM's incredible 28-0 rout of OSU vaulted UW into the Rose Bowl 
for the first time in 31 years. 


ir 
Charlie Ward, Florida State 


Big Ten co-champions: Wisconsin (10-1-1), Ohio State (10-1-1) 

Big Ten Player of Year: Brent Moss, RB, Wisconsin 

Heisman Trophy: Charlie Ward, QB, Florida State; 8th-Tyrone Wheatley, 
RB, Michigan 

National champion: Florida State (12-1), beat Nebraska in Orange 
Bowl, 18-16. 


25 YEARS AGO: 1988 


Michigan started the season with a two-point loss to Notre Dame and 

a one-point loss to Miami ... and then went undefeated the rest of the 
way in rolling to the Big Ten title and No. 4 in the national polls. Con- 
sider that in mid-October, Indiana was the highest-ranked team in the 
Big Ten (No. 14). But that wouldn't last, as Michigan gradually piled up 
the wins. The Wolverines landed in the Rose Bowl and beat USC, 22-14. 
It was the ninth of 10 career Rose Bowl trips for Bo Schembechler, who 
won there for just the second time. 


Big Ten champion: Michigan (9-2-1) 

Big Ten Player of Year: Anthony Thompson, RB, Indiana 

Heisman Trophy: Barry Sanders, RB, Oklahoma State; 6th-Tony Manda- 
rich, OT, Michigan State; 9th-Thompson 

National champion: Notre Dame (12-0) beat West Virginia in Fiesta Bowl, 
34-21 — the most recent title for the Irish. 


50 YEARS AGO: 1963 


In a wild year in the Big Ten, five different teams climbed into the 

Top 5 in the AP poll during the season, with Illinois outlasting the 
likes of Michigan State, Ohio State, Northwestern and Wisconsin. That 
the Illini tied Ohio State, 20-20, gave them the impetus to get to the 
Rose Bowl, where Pete Elliot's team ground down Washington, 17-7. 

For Illinois, led by Dick Butkus and Jim Grabowski, it was the only Rose 
Bowl in a 30-year stretch — and now they are 30 years since their most 
recent trip to Pasadena (1983). 


Big Ten champion: Illinois (5-1-1, 8-1-1) 

Big Ten Player of Year: Dick Butkus, C-LB, Illinois 

Heisman Trophy: Roger Staubach, QB, Navy; 3rd-Sherman Lewis, RB, 
Michigan State; 6th-Butkus 

National champion: The final polls were taken at the end of the regular 
season, and Texas (11-0) was a unanimous choice after completing the 
only unbeaten, untied season of major college teams. 
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Dip into the authentic taste of Gordo’s Cheese Dip made with real cheese. 
Try all six Cheese Dips: Original, Mild, Hot, Cheese’n Salsa, Chipotle and the newest favorite Yellow Queso. 
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good state 


better state 


Go big, or go home. Save hundreds when you switch 
your auto insurance to State Farm’. Visit statefarm.com” or call 
1-800-STATE-FARM for the biggest savings at the tailgate. 
Get to a better State®. Get State Farm. 


Se State Farm: 


State Farm Mutual Automobile insurance Company 


State Farm Indemnity Company 


